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Chapter 1.

On 16 August 1943, under authority of Immediate Action
Letter A G O 32042 W D dated 4 Faobrvery 1943, six officers
and 23 enlisted men were transferred from Firet Motion Picture
Unit, A A F, to 4tk Combat Camera Unit, A A F = 2and "The
Fourth" was ﬁofinitely on ite way to becoming an overseas
combat camera unit.

Earlier, the olficers and men who formed the 4th C C U
as of that date, as woll as those who made up the 3rd 0 C U,
bad been in combat training since early in the year. Usually
at their own request; some of the officers and men ls;;gned,
to Firet Motiop icture Unit had chosen, or been chosen for,
combat training, &nd units had already been drawn from this
training pool and dispatched to overseas theaters. It was,
however, not until 16 August that the 4th 0 C U, toughened by
months of training and as cocky as only & fledgling unit can
be, was pushed from the parental nest.

In retrospect, many of the achievements, failures,
growing pains and heroic deeds might have been told from the
complexion of the unit at this stage.

Predominantly, officers and men of The Fourth were
motion picture and still photographers of many types of
civilian experience; their average age was 26, higher than
that for the war-time Army at large; their scholastic training
averaged one year of college or university, also well above

the norm; their Army G C T grades averaged well above the mean,.
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Eleven of the 29 officers and men were married; only thres
were parents. They were drawn from down-East Yankeedom to
the Northwest; from Canada to the deep South; from Iowa to
the sound stages of Hollywood; from Manchester, Conn. to
Houston, Texas.

Men trained an technicians, more cosmopolitan as
individuals and ag & unit, with better educational advantages,
and each electing combat service of his own volition =
these principal charscteristics distinguished the men and
officers who composed the original 4th Combat Camera Unit
from Army induotees and enlibtecg as & whole. Additions and
replacements through the ensuing months did not alter the
general complexion of the unit.

Capt. Willia=m H, Clothier, commanding officer, had
been returned from one tocur of combat camera activity to
the United 8tates for the purpose of forming ancther unit.
The officers and men he chose had been in training in the
combat pool for varying periods dating back as far as
January, 1943, Immediately upon assignment to combat training,
the men had begun their preparations at Camp Letz, formerly
a Boy Scout camp perched on the precipitous rim of Laurel
Canyon, near Hollywood. Immediately, and frequently, they
reminded all and sundry, "We're Combat," as contradistinct
from the studio and administrative duties of the enlisted
men of Firet Motion Picture Unit proper.

- e
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Ae the paratroopers had their boots, the men of "Combat"
had their distinguishing charscteristics: belt-worn sheath
knives ("To cut sbroud lines in emergency, to rip clothes
off to treat a wound, you know ...." = generally used
actually to open cans of C rations); the tin hate, fatigues
and leggings that contrasted markedly with the Class A olive
drabs and sun-tans of "the studio men;" the barging into
chow lines with the blatant explanation: "We're Jombat;"
the roisterous horseplay that marked them as men of action
and (projected, but nevertheless quite assured) great deeds.

Living at Camp Letz under field conditions five days &
week, with noisy weekends "in town," had done many thinge.
It bad introduced the men to group living and to working as
a tcem; it had conditioned them physically; it had given
them a degree of proficiency in Infantry Drill; it had
familiarized them with the M=l carbine and the automatic
pistol; it had given them additional thecoretical and
practical training in the photographic equipment tﬁey were
to use; it had given them an unbounded confidence in
themselves and the 4th 0 O U, and a tremendous desire to
get on with the jobe

Such was the 4th C C U on 16 August 1943 when, its
pin-feather days over, it was ready to try ite wings on

its own,

Roster as of 16 August 1943.
Capt., William H., Olothier 0=-483029
1st Lt. Philip W, Browning 0-924578
ist Lt. Robert 8. Mack 0=223084
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lst Lt. Jobn W. Steger 0-921846

lst Lt. William A, Vendetta 0=924532
2nd Lt. Jeck T, Hynes 0=378022
T/8ct. Zaward EMI Dusi 13009021
8/8gt. Tom D. Mallison Jr. 18024424
8gt. Lane B, Kemper 37034077
Sgt. James H, Modesitt 15112920
’,t. Ralph NMI Lopatin 13029434
Cpl. Gilbert G. Topjian 31070014
Opl. Robert A. Wolber 32042313
Pfc. Elmer H. Merkel 19138607
P£o. Byron K. Allen 17071355
Pfc. Paul J. Herzog Jr. 11115293
Pfc. Charles E, Rode 36267928
Pfc. Gordon A. Davolt 37437895
Pfc. Fred NMI Herdan 39267928
Pfc. Sherman J, Snider 15376966
Pfc. Louis F, Schadlich Jr. 11102830
Pfo. Oarl W, Voelker 13154031
Pfc. Emil R. Morris Jr. 37496459
Pfc., Paige J. Nelson 35290665
Pfe. Elwood J. Peight 36267693
Pfc. Henry S. Rapacs 16143404
Pfc. Pasquale A. Mirabella 6509403
Pfc. Arthur J. Mainger 16147156
Pfc, John HWMI Killorin 32318132
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Chapter 2.

Hitherto, the personnel of The Fourth had been
traiuees in a general combat pool; now, they were members
of a specific unit. They had taken orders from and had been
responsible to the staff of training officers generally;
now, they were responsible only to a staff of unit officers
of their own and to their own compect unit.

The spirit of the men, ag individuals, had been high
in training; now that it ned more point and purpose, it was
remerkable. Intense rivalry in every matter flamed constant-
ly between The Fourth and the 3rd C C U, which jelled into
@ unit simultanecusly. Each man of The Fourth was ready,
at any time on any issue, to defend The Fourth against any
intimation that it failed in any respect to be the best
camera unit anywhere.

Capt. Clothier set up his personnel along the lines
of a self-contaired unit. Lt. Mack was designated deputy
commanding officer; Lt. Hynes became adjutant; Lts.
Browning, Bteger and Vendetta had charge of various phases
of training; Pfc. Merkel was acting first sergeant.

The Fourth had been moved to the buildings and grounds
of the former Facific Military Academy, on a slight rige
overleoking Culver City, and with F M P U about a mile away.
The white stucco buildings and graveled grounds were to be
the home of The Fourth until, a few weeks later, the

movement overseas began.

-5-
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The problems confronting the staff of officers were
not easy ones. It was guessed -~ quite accurately, as events
later proved — that the allowable time was short. It was
not known to which theater the unit might be sent, and
geographic an& climatic variations make great differences in
photographic work. The men could make good photographs and
motion pictures in the ideal California light, but how about
the glaring white of the South Pacific, the yellowish haze
of North Ireland, the bligzards of the Aleutiane, the fickle
sun of France? How could the unit's fitness to meet any
conditions be deteriined with smasmss® sureness?

The men had been toughened up physically, but were they
tough enough? They were familiar with the care and handling
of their firearme, but could they shoot?! They were generally
healthy, but they had not had all the necessary infoculations
or booster shots. They knew their camera equipment, but could
they go out on their own under field conditions and bring
back sdequate pictorial records? They looked good on the
ground, but coulé they function at 30,000 feet, or at half
that without oxygzen?! They had fine spirit, but where were the
weak spots that needed chinking up? They were equipped for
practice work in the training area, but what would they need
upon arrival in a theater of operations? Which officers
oould work best with which men, and which men were best
fitted for non-commissioned officers?

Myriad seemingly minor problems gou. and loomed large
in the light of the task ahead: the unit certainly faced an

overseas voyage -- could the men gwim? They fared well in a

Sk
THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

E—



timber ccttage —— could they take care of themselves with
only the equipuent and food they could carry?

Capt. Clothier and his staff, working under the
supervision of Major Sanford E. Greenwald's Combat Training
Section and with the officers assigned to varicus phagses of
training, arrived at a general -bhednle of procedure which
was supplemented and modified as new problems arose.

Capt. Clothier had one outstanding determination: so to
train the men that they might, first of all, take care of
themgelves: a dead cameraman could do nothing toward the
war effort, he reasoned, and he consequently emphagized and
frequently superviged in person those portions of the
training schedule that tended in that direction.

Eerly among the problesms to be attacked was that of
personnel. Pfo. Merkel, as acting first sergeant, had earned
the loyalty, respect and personal admiration of every man
in the unit; hie promotion to staff sergeant (the grade
permitted for administrative X O O under the T/0) was a
gtep welcomed by the unit as & whole.

Pfc. Bohadlich and Pfo. Voelker, who had been assigned
to the demanding and essential duties of supply men and were
goon to be promoted to corporal, were continued in their
huge task of procuring, listing, transporting and packing
the unit and individual equipment necessary for such an
organigation bound for & foreign theater.

Second Lt. Marvin L. Gunter, 0-859797. was assigned as
a photographic officer, and Pfc. William E. Kelley, 39273652,
and Pfc. Ira O. Welborn, 34349746, were assigned and joined.
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Meanwhile, answers to some of the problems of the
final domestic training stages were being reached, and a
rigorous program wae in effect. Oapt. Clothier's insletence
that every man be able to take care of himself at all times
was reflected in several phases of the schedule. Unremitting
simulated fire with carbines looked toward qualifying
rounds on the range; first ai‘, resuscitation and rescue
were learned by actual practice; former non-ewimmers passed
their 10- and 20-minute pool checks and, later, the
45~minute swimming tests in the oceén; woodorafi and the
uge of knots were taught; the men hiked to overnight bivcuac
areas and picthed camp in creditable time.

The former portrait photographers and newsreel men,
store managers and salesmen, newspapermen and students were
learning to take care of themselves as soldierc.

Infantry drill contimued, along with map-reading,
rough=aud-tumble athletic gemes and, always, the continuous
attention to camera operation, maintenance and repair, proper
captiondng of material to make 1t usable, camera techniques
and sound in motion pictures.

Close checks were made of immunization records, and
a program $0 bring all "shots" up to date was put under
way., The "64" examinations were begun, along with pressure
chamber tests, correction of dental deficiencies and
spectacles for those who needed thea.

Aerial photographic missions were carried out over

ocean, desert, mountains and plaing; motion picture "stories"

were originated and photographed by the men, with oritical
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analysis of the work before the entire unit; practice
coverage wag made of armed forces and equipment on
mansuvers; ground-to-alr and air-to-air photography of
aircraft was studied by actual practice.

The Fourth was ready for ite final stages of training.
The heterogenous group of individuals, originally bound
only by a common proficiency or interest in various phases
of photography, was becoming a closely-knit, physically
proven, efficient team of technicians who were alsc soldiere.

At the end of August, with the organization at least
temporarily shaken down into a pattern for its permanent
form, the roster was as followg, with duties as of that
date indicated:

Capt. William H. Clothier, commanding.

lst Lt. Robert S. Mack, deputy commanding officer.

1st Lt. Philip W. Browning, photographic officer.

1st Lt. John W. Steger, photographic officer.

lst Lt. William A. Vendetta, photographic officer.

2nd Lt. Jack T. Hynes, adjutant.

lgt Lt. Marvin L. Gunter, photographic officer.

T/Sgt. Edward NKI Dusi, camsraman.

8/8zt. Tom D. Mallison Jr., cameraman,

8/8gt. Elmer H. Merkel, administrative ¥ C 0.
8zt. Lane B. Kemper, photographer.

Sgt. Ralph NMI Lopatin, cameraman,

Sgt. James H. Modesitt, cazmeraman.

Cpl. Gilbert G. Topjian, cameraman.

Cpl. Robert A. Wolber, cameraman.
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Pfc. Byron K. Allen, photographer.
Pfc. Gordon A. Davolt, cameraman,
Pfc, Fred RMI Herdan, cameraman.

. Pfa. Paul J. Herzog Jr.; sound technician.
Pfo. William E. Kelley, photo-electrician.
Pfc. John NMI Killorin, cameraman.

Pfc. Arthur J. Mainger, transportation.
Pfc. Pasquale A. Mirabella, cameraman,
Pfc, Emil R, Morris, cameramsan.

Pfc. Paige J. Nelson, cameraman.

Pfc. Elwood J. Peight, cameraman.

Pfc. Henry 8. Rapacg, cameraman.

Pfo. Charles E. Rode, photographer.
Pfc. Louis F. Schadlich Jr., supply.
Pfc. Sherman J. Snider, cameraman.
Pfc. Carl W. Voelker, supply.

Pfc. Ira 0. iolborn, writer.
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Chapter 3.

¥ith many of the initial problems resolved by
1 September 1943, there remained three that were
paramount:

1)- Equipping the unit;

2)- Organization of personnel for overseas movement

and duty;

3)=- Final qualification of pergonnel,

Equipment of personnel presented no problems of
moment in a unit so small; each man was equipped as to
clothing and weapons (M-l carbinss, pistols and sub-
machine guns) and this equipment was maintained from
early September on.

Equipping the unit, however, was a major tasgk. It
was necessary to determine, of the great variety of
cameras, lenges and other accessories aveilable, just which
oneg and in what proportions would meet immediate overseas
requiramentl. Emergency processing materials, an initial
supply of film, power packs and other batteries, camera
maintenance and repair material -- gelection of these items
and packing the delicate instruments easily susceptible to
damage required accurate pre-judgment of conditions to
be met, and excellent workmanship in handling them.

The selections were so judiciously made that, except
for a threatened film shortage three months later and
inconsequential overages in a few items, the unit equipment
proved entirely successful. The workmanship was such that

not one camera was damaged in traneit.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

|



Qapt. Clothier and Lt. Mack, with continuous staff
consultations, made the gelections of equipment to be
used. Second Lt. Robert J. Fleck, 0-866266, who hed joined
the unit 15 September 1943 after graduation from the Yale
Photographic School, and Cpls. Schadlich and Voelker were
in charge of the physical procurement and packaging for
overseas shipment of all unit camera equipment, as well as
of office equipment, records and Quartermaster supplies.

Random excerpte from the equipment list will give
some idea of the amount of material necessary for the initial
operation (before additional supplies could be counted upon
in a foreign theater) of such a camera unit:

15 fliere' kit bags; 25 B-4 flying bags; 10 film
changing Legs; 5 hi-hat camera bases; 17 storage betteries;
€ test boxes for Mitchell camera; 1 Mitchell Sound camers;

2 A-l-A camerae and lenses; 2 71-Q cameras ard lenses; 3

A=7 cameras and lenses; 4 A~4-A cameras and lenses; 2 A=5
Cineflex cameras and lenses; 1 Cinekodak camera and lenses;
miscellaneous sets of optical filters; 7 141=-A motion

picture cameras and lenses; 1 Auricon Master recorder (four
casesg were required for this item alone); 4 B=1 cameras and
lenges; 2 C=7 etill cameras; 2 K=20 still cameras; 2 gascline
generators for electric power; sets of reflectore, lamps,
lenses, repair kits, and all of the thousands upon thousands
of feet of motion pioture film and cases of still film.

In addition to camera equipment, of cour;o. were sets

of individual flying equipment for 15 men, and Quartermaster

unit supplies comparable to those of other overseas unite of
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In gpite of intengified training schedules, which
neceesitated night work several nights each week, the
difficult task of procuring, transporting, cataloging ard
crating for shipment the myriad supply items was effectively
achieved. Part of the guccess in this matter wae due to the
increesing unit spirit of The Fourth, officere and men
voluntarily working far into the night under the light of
portable motion picture lampes in the assembly grounds.

Final qualification of unit cfficers and men was
coincidental with finsl shaping=up of personnel for overseas
movement. The unit was over strength as to E M, and a few
of the men in the unit had not —- by virtue of lacking
technical skills and through no fault of their own =- come
up to the standard of the unit as a whole.

A second problem was that several officers and E M
were to travel by air and otherg by sea, and for that
reason, certain pro tem transfers were necessary. The changes
in personnel during this period were:

Pvi. Ssmuel J. Atwood, 33352473, assigned aud joined;

lst Lt. John L. Smith, 0-560348, assigned and joined;

Pfc. Fred NMlI Herdan, transferred to F X P U;

Pic., Charles E. Rode, transferred to F M P U;

end Lt. Paul NMI Merx, O- » assigned and joined;

lst Lt. William A. Vendetta, transferred to 2nd C C U;

S8gt. James V. King, 19160007, assigned aud joined;

Pfc. Emil R, Morrig, transferred to F M P U;

Pfc. Elwood J. Peight, transferred to F ¥ P U;

lst Lt. John W, Steger, transferred to 3rd C C U;
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igt Lt. John W, Smith, transferred to 3rda C O U;

2nd Lt. Richard K. Kauffman Jr., 0-924324, aseigned
and joined;

lst Lt. Luigi de Angelis, 0-922732, assigned and joined.

Pfc's Davolt, Hergog, Kelley, Killorin, Mainzer and
Mirabella promoted to corporal;

Opl's Tepjian and Wolber promoted to sergeant;

8gt'es King, Kemper, Lopatin and Modesitt promoted to
staff sergeant;

8/8gt. Mallison promoted to technical sergeant;

Capt. Clothier, Lts. de Angelis, Kaufman and Mack, and
8gt's Kelley and Kingon D8 to F M P U.

These ohanges left The Fourth in final shape for
overaeas movement. Theroster then included four officers and
21 E M for overseas movement by water; four officers and two
E M for overgeas travel by 2ir. The final roster was as
follows:

Capt. William H. Clothier, commanding.

lst Lt. Robert S. Mack,

lst Lt, Philip W, Browning.

Lst Lt. Lulgi de Angelis.

end Lt. Robert J. Fleck.

2nd Lt. Marvin L. Gunter.

énd Lt, Jack T. Hynes.

2nd Lt, Richard K. Ksuffman Jr.

T/8gt. Edward NMI Dusi.
T/8gt. Tom D, Mallison Jr.
8/8gt. Lane B, Kemper.,
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8/8gt. James V. King.
8/ 8gt. Elmer H. Msrkel.

ﬂ/ﬂgt. James H., Modesiit.

Sgt.
Sgt.
8gt.
Bgt.
8gt.
Opl.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Pfc.
Pfo.
Pfc.
Pfec.
Pfc.,
Pfc.

William E, Kelley.
Louis F. Schadlich,
Gilbert G. Topjian.
Carl W. Voelker.
Robert A. Wolber.
Gordon A. Davolt.
Paul J. Herzog Jr.
Jack NMI Killorin.
Arthur J. Mainger,
Pasquale A. Mirabella.
Samuecl J. atwcod.
Byron K. Allen.
Paige J. Nelsgon,
Henry 8. Rapace.
Sherman J. Snider.
Ire 0. Welborn.

Meanwhile, the final gtages of qualification of

officers and men had one on. Purusing his policy of

assuring that every member could take care of himself,

Qapt. Clothier emphasized training with the carbine. Hiking

with field equipment to Lopesz Oanyon, about seven miles

away, the

unit pitched shelter~halves within six minutes

(a test set by the C 0 to prove adeptness in that

particular) and, after an over-night bivouac, was ready to

shoot the

qualifying rounds.
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0Of 25 rifles on the range, three qualified as expert
riflemen, five as sharpshooters, 14 as marksmen and three
failed tommqualify. The average score %as above thaet required
to qualify for merksman, a creditable average for any
organigation.

8gta. Kelley and Kemper had been given special
schooling in electricity at F ¥ P U, Cpl. Herzog had
attended school there in sound phctography; Pfc. Atwood
had made intensive study of motion picture cutting and
editing; Pfc. Welborn had studied caption writing with
Capt. Ray Fernstrom and 8gt. John Evans, both returned from
combat camera service in Africa.

The entire unit, working incessantly at making
pictures and studying technique, learning equipment and
its maintenance and repair, toughening rmscles still further,
was in peak form.

An inspection, one of a series extending back a week,
wag called on 22 October 1943. Capt. Clothier addressed the
unit;

"The unit 1s restricted to barracke until further
notice. No long distance telephone calls will be made; no
letters will be written. Final packing of equipment will
be completed at once.," ' '

And on 24 October 1943, the 4th 0 C U entrained at
Los Angeles for an unknown destination.

The Fourth wae on its way.

- 16 =
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Ohapter 4.

One facet of The Fourth which has not been touched
upon, and one geldom considered in assaying & military
unit, characterized the unit from the outset and has stood
it in good stead since.
That was an ebullience that manifested itself as
unfailingly as did the spirit of working when there was
a job to do: The Fourth could end did work like hell when
work was indicated -— and it pla}ed like an oversigze edition
of The Marx Brothers. Ag it wes = tightlyeknit, selfecontain-
ed unit in regard %o work, it also provided its owa fun.
There were a number of reéeasons for this: the officers,
having in their command a group of individualists each of
whom was a skilled technician in his own right, and recog-
nizing the need for welding thoee men together in every
way possible, encoursged rather than frowned upon & unit
gpirit of fun; the men, in turn, were careful that their
levity did not infringe upon effective work or logiocal
discipline. Other reasons lay in the personzlities of the men.
There were the "revivel meetings," for inatance, at
which the talent for horseplay intermittently manifested
iteelf, Jim Modesitt = tall, keen-featured West Virginian -=-
had all the gab and demeanor of an old-time "pitch man.” On
sdme whim, Modesitt went into his act, and a caricature of
a down-3outh revivalist happened to bte his metier. He
exhorted the men lolling on their bunks to "be saved," to
eschew ein in all ite forms, to look toward the hobler life --

and some one cuifeuted a poke
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"Sweeten the pot right here, brother;’ sweeten the
potl® Modesitt declaimed, pointing to the floor with a Billy
Sunday flourish. Some one threw down a coin, and Ralph
Lopatin, squinchy-eyed, lugubrious, fun=loving Jewish boy,
began to aee some merits in the thing.

"Hallelujehl" Lopatin shouted, eand Modeeitt's instant
responge was: "Purrrr-raise de Lgwdl"

From then on, any occasion called for a "revival
meeting." A vieiting non-com would welk into the barracks,
and a revival meeting would be called instanter to "save
hig soul" = of course, with the non—-com "agweetening the
pot" handsomely before he got assurance of Salvation and was
thus releaged from the wacky haging. The rallying call of
The Fourth was, for months: "Hallelujah! Purrrrr-raise de
Lawdl" often to the consternation of the uninitiated.

Never vicious, the fun was sometimes effectively pointed.
The Fourth megsed at F ¥ P U with "the studio men." Always
exuberant, members of The Fourth were called down by an
exacting mess sergeant at one meal for being ncisy. Inevitably,
the hush was broken by "Hallelujahl®" coming from behind the
irate sergeant and, when he whirled around to see who had
been 30 brash, a resounding "Purrrrr-raise de Lgwdl" came
from the other direction. Talking, except for absolute
necessity, was immediately banned.

The Fourth didn't have to conspire: it worked and played
80 closely together that no conference was necessary. Axxam
At the next meal, the mess sergeant -- expecting some

mutinous demonatration froam the mercurial Fourth, but not
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xnowing just what to expect -~ saw an odd thing: The
Fourth, all with hats off, silent as mummies, stood in an
orderly line to be served. That had never happened before.
There wag no buffoonery, no talking. _

The sergeant looked on uneasily. The Fourth walked in.
As each man was served by the five K P food-handlers, he
bowed slightly and seid with apparent sincerity: "Oh,
thank you, so muchi"

The K Ps, expecting the usual raucous comments and
side=play among the men of The Fourth, were entirely
demoraliged and the heavy mess line was jammed up. On into
the mess room, and The Fourth filed to the farthest tables
in the rear. There was no clatter, noc talking, only
unbending decorum to the n th degree. They ate silently.
The "studiof men" filling the rest of the mess hall were
astounded; the entire atmosphere was unreal, something
was digtinctly out of kilter. Just by unanimously behaving,
The Fourth had thrown the entire routine off bulance.rrho
studio men lingered at their eating and the K Ps looked on
through the doors agog; the mess room was soon jammed with
men waiting tc eet and finding no places to sit,

Ae each man of The Fourth finighed hie meal, he sat
at ease without a word, not even looking around. Then, as
one man, the unit rose and filed from the mess hall with
never a word, mummers complete,

The mess sergeant, eweating out what he feared might
happen, was thrown entirely off base and smooth operation
of his mess hall was utterly demoralised. Word came,

unofficially but directly, to the men of The Fourth that
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there would be no further restrictions on mess hLall
conversation and laughter: "Just don't get out of bounds,
fellows."

The Fourth, even in horssplay, learned teamwork.

The spirit of play paralleled work in many cases. The
men eagerly sought work with their cameras; they had to
become gwimmers; Sunday afternoons were generally free. So
"missionsg" were set up tc Long Beach, Santa Monica, Venice,
Ocean Park. Camera practice, preparedness and fun were
combined, effectively.

Lopez Oanyon, site of tle rifle range, was a strip of
blistering sand and scrofulous sage where the targets
wavered and danced in the shimmering heat waves. The airlcas
pits were hell-holee. But Lopez Canyon "can't do that to
The Fourth!"

Trucks were hired, kegs of beer bought, food assembled,
and officers and men of The Fourth —— with wives and
girl-friends -~ conquered Lopez Canyon on 2 hayride after
the sun had retired and the huge eucalyptus trees bLordering
the range made & settiug for fun, food and photographs.

When other G Is in the area attended, singly or in
pairs, the gervicemen's performances of *The Drunkard" or
other shows, The Fourth attended as & body, because that
was the way The Fourth wanted its fun.

Raillery was constant, but generally kind. Paige
¥elson'e tall tales of beautiful ladies (they always drove
"a 1942 Oadillac," never a Buick or LaSalle) who insisted
on his company were mercilecasly lampooned for the benefit
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of all, and Neleson was asd delighted as any other
listener.

Lopatin, driving a 6 x 6 with a full load of men Who
could not see into the cab, would suddenly appear clinging
on the side of the truck, asking: "How's my driving, Men?"
with the truck bowling along as usual and apparently
driverless. He and Voelker, who rode with him, had perfected
a switch of drivers.

A leading spirit of the unit's fun was Elmer Merjel,
gtaff sergeant gerving es sergeant major. Formerly a chain
store manager, Merkel follovxed the "customer 1s alwaya right®
policy as far as possible: he felt the firet duty of & first
sergeant was to represent the enlisted men in the unit.
Fun-loving himself, he assisted in every hilarious enter-
prise the men wanted, short of interfering with the
efficiency of the unit.

This phase of The Fourth is noted, not because suoh a
phase was singular among squadrons or companies, but
becauge == in the case of The Fourth = its importance in
welding the unit together, in relieving nerve strain during
training and later in combat, and in communizing highly
individual temperaments was transcendant.

Because of T/0 limitations, The Fourth found privates
first class working at times a8 the same tasks as first
lieutenants; 1t found tech sergeants subordinate in some
phases ol duty to corporals. Under these circumetances,
intimate teamwork was essential if the unit were to succeed;

anything less than genuine camaraderie would have been fatal,
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and it is likely that no medium other than unit fun could
have been so effective to this end.

It was this spirit that made Modesitt, on D=3, yell
to Lieut. Madsen, who was filming & Normandy vattle scene
with disregard for his own safety:

"Get your goddam crazy head down ..... SIRL"

And that made both laugh, some of the strain eased
off and they did better work under conditions that were,
to say the least, difficult.

It was this background of finding mutual fun even in
difficult spots that made Killerin take his driver's eys
off the roadway, turn to Welborn and laugh uproariously
as they were shelled on the Carentan bridge -- it was the
fifth such experience for Killorin and the fourth for
Welborn, and the "race" between the two had become a matter .‘.
& unit fun.

But the important part: the men of The Fourth bad
learned in that way to defeat the jitters.

When the psychological analysts of World War II
study the vaet problem of fatigue ard strain, they might
well consider the preventive that grew up in The Fourth.
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This, in brief, was the background that the members
of The Fourth looked back upon as the Southern Pacific
pulled out of Los Angeles and another distinct phase of
the unit's history began.

Reactions of the men on thie ooccasion were like those
of men in thousands of similar troop movements with two
possible exceptions:

1)=- Every individual was enthusiastically glad to
be "on the way to the job;"

2)=— Every individual was busY at something; nons sat
in self-contained silence: the unit's exuberant robustness
precluded that.

Lt. Hynes, as adjutant, was officer in charge. Lts.
Browning, Fleck and Gunter assisted him. The 21 E M aboard
included alli of those on the roster on Pages 14 and 15
except Sgte. King and Kelley, who had remained to make the
overgeag trip by air with Capt. Clothier and Lts. Eack,
Keuffmen and de Angelis.

In the three and a hll"dlyl required to reach the
Atlantic Beaboard staging area, the officers and men of
The Fourth came to know each other even more intimately,
and the oft~repeated U.S. Army miracle of cementing men of
widely divergent ages, personalities and backgrounds was
8till more etrikingly exemplified.

It might be well to include thumb-nail sketches of

the men:
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DUSI -- 25, Pennsylvanian, Italian descent, stocky stature,
lover of ewing music, enligted while a student, attended
- Stewart Technical School (photography), unmarried.

MALLISOK -~ 24, Texan, small and cocky, photographer and
photo=engraver, expert rifleman, enlisted in 1941, attended
photo school at Stewart Technical School, unmarried.

KEMPER =-- Known as "0l14 Rough It," 29, semi-bald, stocky,
genial moon=like face, Nebraskan, nine years' experience

a2 public relations photographer with Union Pacifio R R.

LCPATIR — 22, New Yorker, Jewigh, unmarried, chow-nound,
¢clever clown, intensely enthueiastic about his work,

formerly general clerk at Frankfort (Pa.) Arsenal.

KFRKEL = 27, North Dakota=born but an enthusiastic
Californian; tow-headed, laughing, German descent, chain
store manager for four years, unanimous choice of E X as
"world's best firet scrgeant,” marksman, unmarried, clear-

thinking and fearless, attended Lowry Field photo school.

MODESITT == 21, West Virginian, enlisted in 1942 while
sales clerk for a utility firm; attended Lowry Field photo
school, marksman, irrepressible fungter and exhibitionist,

known as "The Deacon."

SCHADLICH == 20, Connecticut, enlisted while an apprentice
machinist at Pratt & Whitney, amateur photo hobbyist,
attended Lowry Field photo school, merkseman, unmarried,

competent pianigt, intensely interested in everything that
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TOPJIAN — 26, Armenian descent, Massachusetts, unmarried,
retiring , meticulous in speech and personal habite, free
lance photographer with painting as & hobby, attended Lowry
Field photo school, merksman.

VOELKEZR = 20, Pennsylvanian, high school and year of night
school studying heat treatment of metals, worked as heat
treater, ummarried, rugged build, expert rifleman, attended
Lowry Field photo school.

WOLEBER -- 26, native of Utica, N.Y., short of stature,
always amiable, former aviation cadet, three years' experience
as a photographer, married, no children, attended Lowry

Pield phota school, marksman,

DAVOLT -- 35, Missourian and long-time resident cf Iowa,
tall, given to exaggerating his hillbilly bearing and
discourse, ineistent upon his (and other EMe') rightas as a
goldier, proficient photographer, graduate of American Bchool
of Photography and Lowry Field photo school, wnexcelled store
of ribald ditties, married, one daughter, marksman.

HERZOG =~ 23, Rhode Island, Buddha-like physique and an
unconquegprable flair for bad puns and imitations in parocdy
of almost anything, greduate of Lowry Field photo schocl,

former multiple spindle press operator, married.

KILLORIN = 27, Brooklyn Irishman with the best of Eire's wit
and capacity for fun, high school football player, best

phyeical specimen in unit, graduate Lowry Bield photo school,
ink handler as civilian, expert rifleman, merried.
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MAINZER — 20, Canadian-born and reared in Chicago, vocationsal
high school education, enliated while stock clerk at large
mail order house, ready smile that advertises 2 genial

nature, great love for "going places and seeing things,"

unmarried.

MIRABELLA =~ 24, Rochester, N.Y., enlisted for aviation
cadet training early in 1942 while doing photo work in
Cincinnati, attended Merch of Time photo school, married,
no children, avid card-player.

ATWOOD =- 35, native of Maesachuaetts and resident of Penn-
sylvania, worked as contact man, precise and professcrial in
manner, deliverate in all hig actions, graduate of Lowry
Field and March of Time photo schools.

ALLEN == 20, native and lifelong resident of lIowa, youngest
member of unit, civilian flier with own plane, motion
picture projectionist, dead ringer for Lindbergh in his
carly days, intensely alive, 1nvent1ve; fungloving,

no idea of what "fear" is, unmarried.

NELSON == 25, native of West Virginia and resident of Ohio,
former aviation cadet, highly expert in jitterbug echool of
dancing, teller of tall tales not intended to be believed,
keen to find a laugh in any eituation, 100 per cent friendship

from all the men; married.

RAPACZ = 23, husky, CLicego-boran Pole, gear tooth grinder
after graduation from kgt high school, prolific letter

writer and invetetate philatelist, marksman, & bear for
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work and never one to complain, intelligent, highly

geng.tive and inclined to moodiness, unmarried.

SNIDER -- 21, West Virginian who eniiated while employed by
a power firm, vigorous and brawny, indefatigable worker,
lover of & tussle or discomfiture of any of his special
buddies, level=headed, unfailingly liked, unmarried.

WELEORN — 46, Miseissippiah, Tank Corps sergeaht in World
War I, newgpaper executive and U.S. Foregt Service public
relations officer, acid-tongued and of unetable temper,

married.
Thege were the varied personalities that, through the

alchemy of war, had been weclded into one entity: the
4th Combat Oamera Unit.

-2] -
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Chapter 6.

Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, was to The Fourth a vast
sea-level expanse coated with khaki-colored buildings
and mud, cloaked in incessant rain and peopled exclusively
with officers and noncoms Whose miscion in life was to
dream up unpleasant, delaying things for a newly arrived
unit to do.

In the impatience of men =~ and officers —- repacking
of scores of T A T cases seemed like nothing short of
machiavellian machinations to delay this one cemera unit.
When Ordnance inspected weapons and condemned one carbine
"because it won't ghoot" (the same carbine had shot the
highest score in the unit on a practice round — 179 x 200 ==
and had won a sharpshooter's and a marksman's rating for
record) it was certain that malign influences were at work.
And when makeshift Unit H Q was moved peremptorily, and
24=hour watch demanded, and comfortable old shoes were
taken in and replaced by stiff, unyielding new ones, it
seemed conclusive that The Fourth was not among friends.

But, as interminable days dragged, The Fourth was
checked and double=checked: physical and dental examinations,
inoculationa, personal equipment end clothing, insurance,
unit records, crated equipment and packing lists, abandon=-
sbhip procedure. Drill and athletice kept the men toughened
up; bountiful food kept them in peak form.

8, after six daye, The Fourth entrained at Camp

- 28 -
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Kilmer and, four hours later, staggered under bulging
barrack bags up the gangplank of a freshly converted
freighter, the U.S. Army Transport Frederick Lykes,
loading at Pier No. 2, New York harbor.

Jammed into O hold, well below the water line, The
Fourth realized thet Camp Kilmer wasn't so bed after all,
and that the eix rain-soaked, uncomfortable days had
accomplished much that was essential.

The scene at Kilmer when, in the cold, fading light,
The Fourth halted its march to the railhead to stand
Retreat for the last time in the United States merged
into the final view of the Statue of Liberiy from the
jamgpacked deck of a ferry -- a background scene for the
throbbing of the engines that gave a sober tempo %o
"We'll be over, we're COMING OVEr secevvess®

Overseas service of The Fourth began at 1220
houre 5 November 1943.

THIS PAGE DE-CQEASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



UNIT-CC-4#- K/

kﬁ.o\.\vﬂw\*m -

RETURN 70:

Director
Research Studies inatitute
Attn:  Archives Brauch

b — e o

el

Ly Tow mereepre BV YeEgretwer ug LA Bt .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



erpnre

\%1
w—...d\-w-..u

HIbTO'IY CF THE 4th CO"BA’I’ CAF"?A UNIT

y hovember 1943 thm July 1044

UV e M N A g I

P il B Ratia.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED

Q3NTAO™UDIN

IAW EO 13526

$



[

(I- E™ R g .
HISTORY of Y& FOURTH GOMBAS CAMERA UNIT
Second Phasec —— The ETO
First Installment - November, 1943

The voyege in convoy to foreign shores weg slow and uneventful,
but for so many whose first ocean crossing it was, the trip wes
fraught with danger and spiced with high adventure. The sea was
rough for most of the 15 days aboard ship, with some of our men
(end they had lots of company) deathly sick in their bunks nearly
the whole time. Sgt. Lopatin, for instance, only made the chow line
twice in two weeke, and said that it was only the hope of dying that
kept him alive. Here was the general sentiment, as ‘expreseed in

@oggerrel by our Lt. Browning.

RYME OF THE MCDIRN MARINER
with apologies to Coleridgge
It is an ancient malady
And it grippe#h all btut three;
By my scraggly beard, thou Mal-de-mer,

Why overlookst thou me?

At noon the convoy sailed upon
Tta deed of deep devotion,
To rigk ite men and stores upon

The boesom of the ocean.

All in tkhe hot and stuffy hold
There lie our valient amen;

Their bunke rise upward to the sky,
I cannot count but ten.

Q0 T’ g

b
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How high and low, and row on row

NOVEMBER 1943

The line unending stretches;
The ocean bowls, the vessel rolls,

And one more victim retches.

Where in the cabine on the deck
No more than two should skeep,
The officere are shacking up

In tiers of bunks three deep.

Who thought this was a pleasure cruiget
We soon forgot the notion;
Tis nothing but a bucking ship

Upon a bucking ocean.

The transporte pitch, the soldiers bitch,
The ocean heaves and tosses;
The pagsengers do likewisge, and

{ The meals are total losses.

Four meals a day, two down, two up,
Are given to the fiehes;
Above the howling of the wind

Is heard the cragh of disghes.

The rolling of the suip is such
As earns our acdmiration,
But often causes us at mess

70 suffer deprivation.

MHrEMm :1 g™ o
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Water, water everywhere

Until you try the sink;

Water, water everywhere,

But not a drop to drink.

He fareth best who loveth best
The gea and sky avove,
For on an army treangport, boys,

There's nothing elge to love.

On 16 Eovember we entered the quiet waters between Ireland and
Scotland, spent the day sailing up the lovely Firth of Clyde, and
dropped anchor off Gourock, Scotland, at 1400. We disembarked on
the 17th at 0930, entrained at noon, and 211 day and night sped through
the charming miety postcard landscapes of Scotland and England, to
arrive at Marke Tey, in Essex, in the dark early morning of the 18th.
Trucke awaited us ‘o take us to our firet station, No. 154, 60 miles
from London. Gosfield, an airdrome just being finished for us by the
British on reverse Lend-Lease, wWas non—operational at the time.

Lt. Col. A. H., Hoffeditz, 0.0., couldn't figzure out why they'd send
him 25 cameramen when there wasn't an airplane on the place, btut he
was old-army enough to know that nothing i$ ever as bed as it looks
in the army —— Or as good. We were billeted in Niessen huts, tried
in vain to keep warm with the tiny Limey stoves and the two lumps of
coal & month they gave us, felt very lonesome &nd desertec, and

wondered Why our good shepherds didn'd@ come and get us.

e

" B
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In the meantime, Capt. Clothier, Lte. Mack, Delnéelia and
Keuffman, and Sgt. King and Opl. Kelley left Rew York'e LaGuardia
Field in a C-54 on Nov. 4, and landed at Prestwick, Scotland, the
following day. They went at once to London to prepare for the
important work_!hioh we believed was waiting for us &as 2 studio
production uni; with the 8th Air Force. Instead they found that we
were apsigned to the 9th AF, which had come up from the kediterrsrnean
Theatre and was still unannounded as being in the ETO. Being now with
a tactical airforce, we would be a combat camera unit with a vengeance.
Let the 3d OOU have the o0ld production job, we would have the
excitement and see the fur. The two production officers, Lt. DeAngelis
and Lt. Kauffman, were transferred to the 3d OCU and we received in
their place Lte. Smith and Steger from the 3d. Ospt. Clothier tock
an office in No. 1 Cumberland Place, near Marble Arch, and took eteps
to find us e home When we should arrive, and the additional training
ve needed for the type of combat we would see,

The 4th Combat Camera Unit was assigned to the Photographic
Section, 9th Air Force, under aubhority of letter UB AAF dated 19
November 1943, subject: Assignuent of Troops No. 3. Personnel of
the 4tn AAF OCU as of that date was:

Qfficers:

Capt. William H. Clothier, 0-483029, Commanding Officer.
Firet Lt. Philip W. Browning, 0-524578

Firet Lt. Robert S. Mack, 0-923084

Firet Lt. Jobn L. Bmith, 0-560349

Eoonaft. J00nert Toofiess" o-B60e66

Second Lt. Marvin L. Gunter, 0-859997

Second Lt. Jack T. Hynes, o;;gﬁgge‘

a L e | b |
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Enlisted Men:
T/8gt. Eaward (IMI) Dusi, 13009201
T/8gt Tom D. Mellison, Jr., 18024424
8/8gt Lane B. Kemper, 37034077
8/8gt James V. King, 19160007
8/8gt Relph (MMI) Lopatin, 13023434
8/8gt Elmer H. Merkel, 19138607
8/ 8gt Jamee H. Modesitt, 15112920
gzt Louis F. Schedlich, Jr., 11102830
gt Gilbert G. Topjian, 31070014
S8gt Carl W. Voelker, 13154021
8zt Robert A. Wolber, 32042313
Cpl Gordon A. Davelt, 37437895
Opl Peul J. Hergog, Jr. 11115293
Opl William E. Kelley, 39273852
Cpl John (MMI) Killorin, 32318132
Opl Artbur J. Mainger, 106147156
Cpl Pasquale A. Uirabella, 5909403
Pfc Samuel J. Atwood, 33352473
Pfc Byron K. Allen, 17071355
Pfc Peige J. Nelson, 35290665
PfcHenry S. Rapacgz, 16143404
Pfc Sherman J. Snider, 15376966
Pfc Ire 0. Welborn, 34349746
4th AAF COU at month's end was stationed temporarily at AAF Sta.
154, Gosfield, Essex, under teuporary coamend of 2Lt. Jack T. Hynes.

Capt. Clothier, Lts. Mack, Smith and Steger, Sgt. King and Cpl. Kelley
were on TD in London.

= =0=0==0=
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DECEMBER, 1943 S8econd COhapter in 4th Com t»eanern Umitts History
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The 400U transferred from Gosfield, Sta. 154, to Bomber Command
Headquarters at Marks Hall, 8ta. 160, just a few miles away, on the
4 December. This wae the first step in a hegira during which we
received our "diploma" and found our home. On 17 December the unit
transferred to Headquarters Kinth Air Force, S8ta. 472, at Bunninghill
Park, Ascot, Berkshire County, for permanent station. In the meantime
the greater part of the unit's gtrength, destined for active particip-
ation in aerial combat as cameramen, went to school for two weeks in
Forth Ireland %o receive necessary training in gunnery, aircraft
recognition and duties as aircrew members. The following O and Em, in
compliance with teletype from Hq JAF dated 12 Dec 43, left station 160
for Toume, Antrim, N. Ireland, on 15 Dec 43.

1 Lt.Browning, Philip W. 8gt. Topjian, Gilbert G.
1Lt. Mack, Robert 8. Sgt. Wolber, Robert A.
1Lt. Smith, John L. 88%: pavolt, cordon A.
1Lt. Steger, John W. Cpl. Kelley, Wm. B.

2Lt. Fleck, Robert J. Opl. Killorin, John (MNMI)
2Lt. Gunter, Marvin L. Cpl. Mainger, Arthur J.
T/8gt. Dusi, Edward (MMI) Cpl. Mirabella, Pasquale A.
T/8gt. Mallison, Tom D, Jr. Pfc- Allen, Byron K.
8/8gt. Kemper, Lane B. Pfc Y¥alson, Peige J.
8/8gt. King, James V. Pfc Rapacz, Henry 8.
8/Sgt. Lopatin, Rapph (NMI) Pfc Snider, Sherman J.
8/8gt. Modesitt, James H. Pfc Welborm, Ira 0.

In addition to the above, the following men were attached for

TD to receive the same instruction, per par 15, 80 335 Hq 9AF. 5 Dec.43
T/8gt. Love, Virgil I.: _ 8/8gt. Gurvits, Oscar P
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Capt. Clothier, Wm. H.:%Bmmagaing drfiner, was promoted to
Major effective 10 Nov 43 pp 14 WD 80 314 datd 10 Nov 43. 1Lt.
Luigi DeAngelis, 0-922732, and 2Lt. Richard K. Keuffman, Jr, 0-924324,
were transferred to 3d Combat Camera Unit par 1 80 308 Hq BAF dta 12
¥ov 43, and 1Lt Smith, John L. 0-560349 and 1Lt. Steger, John W.
0=-921846, were transferred from the 3d into the 4th on the seme order.
1Lt. Leon M. Block, 0-1583351, assigned and joined pp 13 80 350 Hq
9AF dtd 16 Dec 43. Pvi. Mario Mongini 32870290 asgd & jd pes 13
80 118 Hq Sp Trpe ETOUSA dtd 4 Dec 43. 1Lt Robt. 8. Mack 0-923084
promoted to captain eff 20 Dec 43 pp 1 80 354 Hq 9AF dtd 20 Dec 43.
2Lt. Jack T. Hynes 0-578022 promoted to 1Lt pp 15 80 312 WD eff 8 Nov.
43. The gunnery clase returned to the organization at its new station
on 27 December, and Sgts. Love, Steele, Gurvitz and Mayhew returned
to their original organigation.

While at Marks Hall on Dec. 1l0th Jerry paid us a very personal
vigit, dropping chandeliers and bombs as calling cards to let us
know he knew we were there and ready to go ageinst him, and on that
evening 1it by moonlight, shellbursts and flares, and criss-crossed
by tracer bullets and searching beams which made the JuB8s squirm
and dive in their glare, we had our baptism of fire. Watching the
ghow in the open like greenhorns, wWe hit the dirt like veterans when
those etringe of bombs blasted close. We learned something of what
it was about, fast. The Niessen huts and haunte where we had lived
ami played but a short time before ware gone, and among the eleven
men killed were gome who had been our friends.

Our unit felt as if it were getting closer to the heart of

thinge at last, nearer to combat and action where there would be

something to take picturegofy 'l and whem our camerae and equipment
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arrived. Sgt. Voelker, left behind at the Port of Debarkation, to

keep watch over our organizational equipment and shepherd it to us,

returned with his precious banded boxes on 23 Lecember, and we

put our collective toe into the starting mark and crouched for

the gun.

Strength of unit at close of year, 9 Officers and 24 men.
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History of 4th AAF Combat Camera m}ﬁ,‘,.umu, 1944

With the beginning of the New Year there also began a movenent
of detachments of our unit from headquarters into the field om TD
or D8 and back to headjuarters which was to characterize our act-
ivities through all the rest of the war. Poseibly in mo other
organization would so much shifting of personnel anc equipment ever
be necegsary on such short notice. The very nature of our work
required it, and we had to lesrm %o live in a musette bag, as it
were. Qur attachment to Air Force HQ was, of course, necessary, in -
order best to cooperate with the 9th AF, to be at the source of
information and to plan our operatione accordingly, but ia truth
every man would prefer to have been in the field, with a camera.
The 4th OCU and the Photo Section were lumped together under the
direction of Lt. Col. John E. Felton; space was at a premium, there
was not adequate accommodation of facilities for the needs of both,
and even after more room was arranged there gtill remained the con-
flicting interests and requirements and activities of the gtill photo
and motion picture units. However, under Major Clothier's aé&easive
leadership, the combat camera unit kept 1ts independence and under-
took an ambitious program of covering everything in the Jth Alr
Force that moved or flew.

First wes establighed a delachment of cameramen with the B26
Marauders at Andrews Field, Great Sailing, Eesex County, where the
oldest group in the ETO, the 322nd, had been pioneering ian the
field of medium bombardment. Maj. Clothier, Capt. Mack, Lts. Brown-
ing and Smith, Sgte. Kemper, King, Modesitt, Topjiam, and Kelley,
and Opls. Davolt, Mainzer and Mirabella started work on a story of

how thege tig ships took 1t g,q;;hsd.ix out, and several of the

number made their first mi ?u in the opening days of the n
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Lt. Smith and King, Xelley, 1t tnd Mainxer were left at
Andrews on TD a8 Detachment No. 1.

From Jan. 3d to 8th a detachment composed of Maj. Clothier,
Capt. Mack, Lis. Browning, Steger and Gunter, and Sets. xenpg;,
Topjian, Wolber, Ople. Davolt and Mirabella, and Pfc Allen, covered
the paratroopers and airborne infantry maneuvers being held ar-~uzd
Aldermaston and Newbury. This wae a full-scale practice operation
of invesion and resupply, and provided a glimpse into the future as wel:
as some first-rate picture possibilities. How well the opportunity
Was used can best be judged by the fact that the Weekly Digest of
Combat Motion Picture Films, edited by Headquarters Army Air Forces,
Washington, D.C., iesued two stories from the material we s=nt in.
These subjects were 1057 in Digest 26, Reel 3, dated March 20, 1944,
titled "Paratroop Maneuvers, Somewhere in England”, and Digest 28,
Reel 1, dated 24 larch, 1944, No. 1098, "Airborne Demonstration,
England". The following letter from HQ lst AAF Combat Film Detachment,
1 Park Ave., dated 5 April, 1944, to Commanding Officer, 400U, an
Editorial and Technical Report, reads in part,

"a. Subject 1057 - British-American Paratroop Story . Oameraman not
stated; 20 March, 1944. This is one case whers the film exceeds the

promise of the caption sheets. It ig an illustration of what combat
films can do with the combination of first-rate action subject and an
8ggressive and experienced camera crew. Particularly noteworthy are
the shots of the paratroopers in the interior of the plane, waiting

for the jump; the close-ups of the men leaving the plane; the long

shots of the formation in flight and the whole detachment floating dowmn;
the 1nd1v1dnal landings; and the chest-camera shot of captain Lilljyman's
descent. The Unit ie to be commended for outltnndingly alert ang

V!

Well planned coverage." \ B
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On 10 Jan. Lt. Marvin L. Gunter, 0-8;§9u9},u;r;moted to 1st Lt. 80 8
BQ 9AF dtd 8 Jan 44. :

12 Jan Kelley Wm E 39273652 promoter cpl to sgt dtd 11 Jan.

23 Jan Lt. Leon M. Block 0-1583951 releived from assignment
with 400U, aesigned WP 1X ASC.

23 Jan Thomas Wm. R. Pvt. 13060431 aseigned and joined.

31 Jan Lt. Robert J. Fleck, 0-866266 promoted to 1lst Lt. par 3
80 30 Hq 9AF dtd 30 Jan 44.

31 Jan Welborn, Ira O. promoted pfc to Opl. par. 1 80 30,
Hq Ninth AF dtd 30 Jan 44.

Strength of Unit at end of month, 8 officers and 25 EM.

Maj. Clothier was awarded the Air Medal on General Orders No. 20
Hq Ninth AF dated 22 Jan 1944.
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Thie month Wae the critical and deciding ome in the air and
for the air over Europe, it was apparent even to us Who were flying.
Qur bombeights moved from the illusive rocket installations to the
jucier marshalling yards and the photogenic airdromes all over the
continent, until, during an unprecedented spell of beautiful flying
weather during the last week of February, our air forces struck at
the Luftwaffe in an all-out burst of concentrated fury and blasted it
off the ground and out of the eir. Since there was and immediate
demand for combat pictures for newsreel release a2s well as other
outlets, a second detachment was formed to supplement Lt. Bmith'e
group of cameramen with the B26s. Li. Browniag, with Sgte. Mallison
and Topjien, Opl. Davolt and Pfc Snider, and B/8Sgt. Steele from the
Photo Section for still coverage, were attached on D§ to the 323d
Bomb Group (Medium) at Sta. 358, Earls Colmne.

Quote from Field Report dated 12 Feb. by Lt. Browning. "The
Detachment No. 2 arrived at Earls Colne on 9 February in a personnel
carrier with belongings and unit equipment to start filmiang operaiions
with the White Tail Marauders. Photo equipment consisted of one
Akeley A-1l-i, one Eyemo A-3, ocne bombspotier A-§-A minus handle,
one B-1 16mm and ocne 141-A lémm magazine camera. We secured a Niessen
but close to the briefing room, handy to hardstandings and runways,
to uge ae supply room, orderly room, repair shop, and living quarters
for officer and men. There were no partitions, electric or telephone
connections, water or stove. We started our siege of British officilaldom

and
to get the necessaries, in the meantime, with improvised lights and

makeshifts, the unit ie fairly uncomfortablé, working efficiently, and

rale ie ] “R.000. 1
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Some men of both units in the fleld were on every migsion flown

from the bomber bases. Thege first missions were far from easy ones
for us. We didn'% have proper clothing, cameras wouldn'?t operate
under the conditions of cold or they ran down their spring motors
too quickly to give full coverage on bomb strikes, and there was &
chronic shortage of equipment and transportation. Major Clothier
secured new flying clothing, parachutes and the new quick-release
harnesses, flak suite and helmets, throat mikes and ear phones and
gpecial silk and chamois gloves. He had several bombspotters motor-
ized and new-type finder adapted, and we carried 24-volt batteries
for an independent and reliable source of power. We drew bicycles
from the British tc augment our transportation.

8till we guffered. Sgt. Xemper partially frogze his hands while
shooting from the waist window at 11,000 feet in 30 degrees below
gero temperature. Many & time the film broke in the extreme cold
and the product of a hazardoue mission was lost. Amdmosk Almost all
the men had at least one close brush with the heavy flak encountered
over the fiercely-defended coastal region of France. Capt."Scotty"
Welbourne, from Photo Section SAF, flying one day with a 71Q motorized
magagine Eyemo, Baw the hydraulic system shot out when the ship was
riddled with flak, was drenched in purple hydro fluid which nearly
ruined him and the camera, and nearly crashed in landing. Bgt. Modesitt
was twice missed by inches by shell fRagments when he just happened %o
move the right way; the hydraulic system was shot out, the crew was
warned to jump but elected to stay with the ship tho it was being

forced to land awey from home, and again a crash wap narrowly missed.

These incidents onty served Yo Whettheuppetites—ofaii—for-more
mo : e
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These incidents only served to whet the appetites of all for
more combat. Thousande of feet of take-offs and landinge, ground-to-

air and air-to-air formations, flak bursting in oclose-up and in masses,

bombg away and bomb strikes on a wide variety of targets poured into
our laboratory and cutting rooms in London. The Digest 25, Reel 3,
Subject 1008 - Ninth Air Force in England, says, "This, the first
Sshipment received from the 4th Combat Camera Unit, is one of the
best bombing missiong coverages we have seen. Photography in almost
all scenes is very good; sound in the recorded sequence is excellent.
The film containg viewe of heavy flak, cloud effects, formations,
exceptionally clear target areas and burets, damaged B-26s in flight,
fighter cover, bombs-away shots within the bomb bay, and a perfect
take of a belly landing made by a crippled ship.

sss++ The Unit has got away to a flying start and is to be com-
mended for this production, which is scheduled for early use in the
digest and release as a separate film report. ‘

(signed) Bertram Teitelbaum, Major A.C.

The Field Report from Detachment No.2 is typical of the high-
spirited 4th00U. Dated Feb. 26, Earls Colne, it reads,

"This was an historic week for the 4th Coocoos at Earls Oolne.
We started raiding alrdromes in Holland in between trips to France.
On the 20th Feb., 8gt. Mallison, shooting through the bomb bay at

the 1l00-pounders pouring out, saw a malfunction of the release mechaniegm

which prevented three bombs from falling, tho partially free and poss-
ibly armed. He called the crew's attention to them and helped replace

and secure the lethal cargo.

Four of the boys went to Northern Holland to knock hell out of

t'!
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the airfield at Leeuwarden, and got some beautiful target strike shots.
The morale of the group jumped sky-high over the job, and they all
want to see the pictures.

On the 25th we hit Venlo, Holland, on the German border, the
deepest penetration of "die Festung Europa" by B-26s to date, and the
first time over the Fatherband itself. 8gt. Steele crossed the border
firat! followed within two seconde by Lt. Browning with a movie camera,
Some of the bombs were officlally considered to have fallen beyond the
airfield into German territory. Many of the ships fired a burst with
their guns as they turned over Germany, just for luck. 8gt. Steele
threw his customary brick at the enemy, as on sach of hisg missions, 2
and ies going to start painting frogs on his jacket for each brickbat
attack, he says. We flew over five countries in one day: England,
Holland, Germany, Belgium and France.

All peacefyl and happy at "Casa Fria". The station coal pile
is still handy, and so are my boys, 80 we'rennot standing short."

The report the same week from Andrewe Field by Lt. Smith reads, in
part, "Nearing the I.P., the vast armada of shipe formed in line pre-—
paratory to making the bombing run. Finally, the bomb bay doors opened.
From the astrodome, using a wide-angle lens, I held the camera ready
&8 I watched the flights behind us. Suddenly, aingle puffs of heavy
black smoke magically mushroomed into sight, then drifted behind. More
and more puffs blossomed into view and I saw them flash past uncomfort-
ably clos® to our ship. Then I heard a "harrumph I and knew that we had
been hit, and at the same time the flak bursts became so numerous that
they almost obscured the other shipe from view. The air was filled with

puffs of black smoke and it didn't geem possible that our ships could
come through. On looking down towlxdl'qhn boqbbly door, I suddenly
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realiged that the bombes were gone aud the doore closing. Transferring
the cable to the 2" lensg camera, I gobtwhat I could of the strikes
through the closing doors. The bombs were dropping equarely on their
alming point at the runway intersection. On the turnaway from the
target, cloude of tlack emoke were visible pouring up from the airport
and I shot some footage on it starting back for home. We encountered
no further opposition, reaching the enemy coastline after 40 minutes
over Dutch territory."

FLYIKG HIS nintk combat mission

On 29 February the ship in which Lt. Smith wes ¥XMIXEE, piloted by
Lt. Bonnett, ran into heavy and accurate flak over the French coast
near Dieppe, and when last seen was losing altitude but heading back
‘toward England. No trace of plane or crew has ever been found, and
all must be presumed lost.

Maj. Clothier, Capt. Mack, Lts. Gunter and Steger and men are
nearing completion of the Airborne Infantry production for Troop
Carrier Command in North Englang, and are undergoing the same hazardous
and rugged training as the paratroopers.

1l Feb. Pvte Wm. R. Thomas and Mario Mongini promoted to Privates
Firet Class.

Strength of Unit at end of February was 7 officers and 25 EM.

s
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The Unit continued ite work chiefly with Troop Carrier and
the medium bombers. O0f the former, Capt. lagk's detachment is
getting good picture coverage and human interegt materisl for some
special releases on the boys who will do the dirty work when the
invasion of the continent begins.

Lt. Jack T. Hynes took charge of Betachment 1 with the B=2€s
in place of Lt. Smith who was lost in combet Feb. 29th, and Lt.
Robert J. Fleck was detailed as Adjutant on 8 Merch. The bomber
pictures, cut into a story by Lt. Fred Knudtsen and made available tol
the newsreel companies through Major Sam Greenwald, was released
geimultaneously with the official announceuent of the presence of
the Ninth Air Force in England, and was run under several names,
"Ninth Air Force in England," "Double-Header Marasuder Operatione",
and "First Marauder Story". It ran 13 minutes in ite finished form,
and gome newsgreelg devoted thelr entire time to the one subject.

The Unit received a telegram of commendation from Gen. H., H. Arnold,
Commanding General of the Army Air Forces, on the excellent coverage
and photography, commenting especially on the sgpectacular bomb strikes
on the Leeuwarden and Venlo Airdromes raids on 24 and 25 Feb.

Every chairborne cameramsn at headquarters and hypo-chondriac
in the photo lab wants to go out and fly combat. OQur supply sergeant,
Sgt. Schadlich, on a 48-<hour pass, went into the field and flew two
missions, though he knew he might get busteé for it, and nearly was.
How the boys on flying status feel about it mey best be judged from
the report from Earle Colne for the week ending March 11.

"Once a month we leave our twin sports, flying and photography,
énd go to headquarters to do some work for the government, le,, get

M |
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paid and get our mail. After two days around headquarters, we returned

.MAROH, 1944 -2

to the relative pasace and quiet of combat, to the roar of a hundred
2000 HP engines, to bombs and flak and machineguns, but where there
ie really nothing to disturb one and life is simple While 1% lastse.

We flew a few missione and had a couple lucky breaks, such as
a siugle—engine flight home from the target by a Marauder which wae
joined and escorted by Typhoon fighters in full view of our camera.
Five of ue flew that day as the job promised to be a juicy one, tut
clouds spoiled the show, and we were all returning empty-handed until
that incident occurred, proving three thingsj (1) you never can tell
when & good picture may show itself, (2) it takes several men in
different places in the formation to "cover" it, and (3) one man
riding es co-pilot with Tail End Charles can see and shoot everything
that happens ahead of him in the formation. This works best 1f (1)
the pilot is a good friend of yours and lets you fly co-pilot, and
(2) he asks you to "pull rank" on him so he Will have an excuse %o
break formation and go after the pictures for you."

There was now an adequate supply of 35mm cameras and allied
equipment. A new detachment was put into the field, in charge of
Lt. Glen Sutliff, attached to the 416tk Bomb Group (light) at Srn.tza
Weatherafield, to cover activities of the A-20 Havocs. Sgt. Wolber,
pfce Allen, and Rapacz were the motion picture cameramen in this unit.
88gt. Arthur Mayhew joined Detachment 2 for 8till coverage for the
Photo Section.

Strength at end of month, 7 O and 25 EM.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED [AW EO 13526




-3- AR e

MARCH 1944 Q L s....L__‘_.J

In March Major Sanford B. Greenwald, formerly of News of the
Day, arrived in the thsatrs and was 235.igned to the photo Section,
Ninth Air Porcs, to facilitate rslsass for public distribution of
motion pictures and stills made by this unit and the photo section.

Other Combat Camera Units send their exposed film to the
combat Film service, New York, for procss:sing and distribution.
Phis results in sn inevitable delay before :ven - written repord
can be received in the theatre of origin, and = long=r wait before
s specially recussted print can be made und shipped. Kajor Clothisr

arrangsd with QOlympic Laboratoriss, North Arcton, London, to process

our films and mzke @duplicate negatives and prints, after which the

originals are sent to New york. He installed ¥fc Joe Atwocd in a
cutting room at Olympic to file anc cut stories from the fine-grain
dup2s. In this way we ars 211 abls to sse the results of our work,
and can meke Xnow when to make repairs to defeetive = uipment or
sugzest changes in technicue. we ar: compiling a library, and will
be zble to make our work avzilable without delay to Commanding
Gsnerals, Intelligence officers, rublic Relations QOfficers, British
newsresls, and other intcrestsd organizations. We hav: found that
the cooperation of groups in the fiecld is infinit-1y bstter if we
can -how them what ws ars making, and the morale of our own m=n and

the cuality of their work shows marked improvement.

; . | ;A N
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The Unit is rolling smoothly and in high gear, OQur efforte
at this time are centered mostly on newsreel type coverage, as it
is believed that factual reporting can be cut best into the documentary
and historical film of the war which we are producing. Reports reach
us that we are supplying up to 40% of the screen time of some issues
of the newereels, and the Ninth Air Force is at last receiving pub-
licity which it has been denied so long for reasons of security.

iaj. Clothier, Maj. Greenwald, Cept. Mack and men of Detachment 1
filmed Easter services in an 0ld stone church at Andrewsg Field bomber
base on March 26, which was releaged ag Subject 1097, "Eagter Some-
where in England with the Ninth Air Force." Zditorial & Technical
Report from lst AAF Combat Film Detachment 12 April: "Picture is very
good and coverage well handled."

Subject 1098 - Churchill-Eisenhover Inspection of 9th Air Force
Station, same report: "Coverage is thorough .... of newsreel interest."”
A clipping of an item in the New York TIMES of 11 April, 1944, was

sent us with this ED & Tech Report, but is not at hand.

Subject %éag - Shanty Town in ETO - project 6, photographed by
Papt. Mack's Troop Carrier Detachment. ETR 5 Apr 44: "First-rate
local color coverage, aided by exceptionally good photography. Natural
material for the Digest.”

Subject 1280 -~ Submarine Vehicles, shot by Maj. Clothier 27-31 Eprck
shows how trucke are waterproofed for the inevitable landing in surf
on enemy beaches. ETR says, "This is & first-rate technical report,
requiring only sound for release. It will be used both in the Digest

and ae a Fila Report. Photography excellent, captions descriptions

likewige."

CErEORET
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Subject 1230 - American Red Crose "Club-lobile". Qameraman Opl.
Gordon A. Davolt.

Subject 1227 - Genersl Dwight Eisenhower Inspects Fighter and
Bomber Bases. ETR: "Inspection is adequately covered. Second part
of this footage, showing B26s on missiopy, is an excellent bombing
subject but lacks identification of target."

Subject 1305 - T/8gt. Richard J. Schmeider Receives Legion of
Merit Decoration. Made Mar 4 by men of Detachment 1. ETR: "Coverage
very complete on thie subject, exposure and composition good. It is
suggested that a picture gpecifically concerned with the technical
improvivavi.us of the sergeant might hold a particular interest for
Air Service Command." This is quoted to show how one thing leads to
another in thés business, and how much demand there ie from every
quarter for some type of pictorial reporting or training.

Subject 1526 - Gen. Bernard Monigomery Visiting US Airborne Troops.
18 Jan, 44. by Capt. Mack and crew. ETR: "0ld but better than average
review material, well exposed.”

Bubgeg:a%5igo- 9th AF A-20 Story. Photographed by Lt. Sutliff's
Detachment 2, 18 April 44. "An expeptionsl bombing subject containing
formations, terrains, target areas and bomb bursts which ere about as
g0od as they come. The cameramen resgponsible for this footage were
particularly adept at getting burste."

Dhring the latter part of March and parts of April, Lt. (jege)
Mark E. Armistead, Field Photographic Branch of the U. 8. Fevy, work-
ing for the 0ffice of Strategic Services, agsigned to the air forces

in Burope and now doing special work with the 9tk Air Force, was

referred to the 4th Combat Camera Unit which referred him to Lt.

Browning's detachment at .arla dolnc. L%. Armistead brought Seamen

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526




APRIL 1944 -3 @’ g::(: £3 Jaws

’--fnu n
Junive J. Stout, C.F. "Brick" Marquard, and R. J. Flynon, writer, to

fly missions and cover B26 aperations with their new Ounningham
OCombat cameras. It seems to be one of the angwers to the camera
problem, being very handy except in cramped quarters.

Detachment No. 1. has agreed to meke a lémm training film for
Capt. Robertson, Gunnery Officer at Bomber Commahd, on defense against
fighter attacks on the B-26s. A4 P-51 will "attack" from 42 cifferent
positions and will be "ghot" for the training of future gunners.

1 Apzil Lt. J. T. Hynes to hospital for 14 days with preumonia.

& April John W. Steger promoted 1Lt to Capt. eff 1 April 44 par
12 80 92 Hq ETOUSA dtd 1 April 44.

Edward 13009201

24 April T/Sgts. Dusi and Mallison, Tom D. Jr. 18024424 were
reclasesed MOS8 nce. 043 to 152 and transferred to 52né Troop QJarrier
Wing per par 17 80 123 Hq 9thAF dtd 24 April, 44.

26 April The following EM trf. as per 80 115, dtd 24 Apr.44 1100B

T/SGT. Jerry J. Joswick 16036823 ggt. Geo. E. “°t§%é§8§§%
T/Sgt. Fay N. Steele £936995 Cpl. John P. Daven£35245
8/8gt. Arthur E. Mayhew 12005293 Pvt. William W. §8§§§562
8/Sgt. Bert W. Reiger 6972916 Pvt. Gerhard 8. g;égg;63
8/8gt. Luther A. Todd 19164114

20 April under Gen. Order 106, Hq JAF, Air Medals were awarded to
Lt. Browning, Sgte. Steele, Kemper, Modesitt, Topjian, Opl. Davolt and
Pfc Snider. Under same order Maj. Clothier and Lt. Browning awarded
a Bronze Cluster to the Air Medal.

Strength at end of month 7 Officers and 32 M.

\" 2
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During thie month the 4th GCU a%nt“?E ahipments of film to the
London laboratory, totallgng 13, 760 ft, covering a wide variety
of air force subjects made by 24 of our cameramen. Nearly everyone
in the unit was reeponsible for some original story. There wWere many
made over Europe of the intensified bomberdmente by B-20s end A-20s,
of glider, parachute dewices, preparationg for invasicn by the Air-
borne, and last preparations for D-Day. There were several covering
ViPers (Very Important Peoplel from an assortment of gentlemen wear-
ing etars to the Assistant Secretary of War McCloy and King Peter,
all doing soumething or other with our airplanes. "Joe Louis Heavy-

by Major Clothier
weight Champ Vieits US 9th AF® (Subject 1336) ETR 29 May says, "Very
adequate coverage and excellent photography. This material definitdy
valuable for public relatione purposes." A story on "'Mild and
Bitter', B26 Completes 100th Mission", (Subj. 1374) by Sgte. King,
Modeeitt and Killorin ran 2600 feet. And 2 newsreel subject which
pleaged us ag much as any wae one the newe companies made of us, run
by all the reels in the Btates, called "Cameramen Ready for D-Day".
We work so much in back of the cameras it is gratifying to get in
front of one, for a change.

All is going smoothly, everyone is keyed for the jump—off es
soon as the show starts. We made dry runs to see how fast our
cou;{ier and lab facilities could get our filme of D-Day to the
public, and the results make us hope We can scoop the world.

The unit wag alerted on May 13 to be ready to move to the
Far Shore on D plus 40.

Both B26 camera detachments were consolidlated under Lt. Browning
with the 3234 BG at sta. 396 Lt. Hynea &and Sgte. Todd and Voelker
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Cn 4 May following officeré”alstgned end jeined pp 25 80 110

Hg 9AF: 1Lt Knudtson, Frederic L. 0-9227

iLt Scheid, Francis J. O— 240 2
2Lt Lindsay, George E. g
2Lt Heely, Robert W. 0- 6? 37

On 21 May Lt. Col. J.E. Felton returned from the United States
with reinforcements for the big job ahead. The following EM were
attached from Hq, Hq 8qd, Ninth Alir Force:

t Haight, Thomas E. 117391

/8¢
!/&t Beerman, Robert 0.
sfsgt Childs, Harcld H.

8/8gt Saeta, Benjamin 19160 40
8/8zt Trosper, Guy W. 29280
Sgt Dietz, Fred R. g9286171
8gt Evans, John R. 6322124
Opl Bugcaino, Joseph V.

Opl Citron, Harold 39290&30
Cpl Laugharn, Harry Jr.

Opl Lugens, Verl E. 303

Pfe Barrett, Robert M., Jr.1l%51 10

Pfc DeNarie, Donald H. 325 OZ
Pfc Pennington, Clarence R ?0
Pvt Drennan, James J.

Harker, Harry E. Pvt 353510
Pvt Hintchel, Arvel H. 177
Hurst, Wilbur R. Pvt. 294
Pvt Mingua, Raymond M. 579734

On Generzl Orders 144, Headqtre 9th AF, dates 21 May, 1944
Alr Medals were awarded to the following officers and EM of this Unit:

1Lt Jack T. Hynes Cpl Pasquale A. Mirabella
1Lt Glenn F. Sutliff T/8gt Tom D. Mallison, Jr.
8/8gt Arthur E. Mayhew Cpl John Killorin

Szt Robert A. Wolber Ffc Henry C. Rapace

In addition, first Qak Leaf clusters to the Air kKedal were awarded to:

T/Sgt Fay N. Steele Cpl Gordon A. Davolt
8gt Gilbert G. Topjian Pfc Sherman J. Snider
and Third

Second,Cak Leaf clusters to the Air Medal were awarded to:
1Lt Philip W. Browning T/8zt Fay N. Steele
A Fourth Qak Leaf cluster and a First Silver QOak Leaf Cluster waes
awarded to: T/S8gt Fay N. Bteele
Strength as of the end of the menths, ;I officers and 53 EM.
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We hed made every possible preparation for D~Day. Cvery man

Wees at his post. Long before June_6, two detachments had gone into
the virtual concentration camps of our invasion forces lined up on
the south coast of:England, welting. One, composed of Maj.
Clothier, Oapt. Welbourne and Capt Mack, Lt. Scheid, and Sgts.
Childe and Kelley, and Lugena, Mainger, Welborn, Herzog, Rapacz
and Suider, with full field equipment and the best agsortment of
photo equipmeant the unit afforded, all loaded into a l#3-ton panel
truck, specielly modifiec Dy Capi. dack end called "the Eig Bitch",
and were sttached to the 922 Aviation Engineere et Great Barrington.
Lt. Madeen, wite Sgt. Modesitt and Killorin, went into seclusion
with the 834 Aviation Engineers Batallion.

Lt. Gunter, with Sgte. Lopetin, Devolt, Stindt and Buscaino,

were with Troop Oarrier at Greenham Commong, and had loug had

ready & special photo A-20 which wae assigned to the 4tk COU by
Gen. ¥illjams, Troop Oarrier. The B26 coneisted of Lts. Brcwning
and Hynes, enc Sgts. Voelker, Steele, Todd and Topjian.. The A20s
were to De covered by Lt. Lindsay and Sgte. Kemper, Wolber, Mayhew,
ané Allen.

The afterncon of June 5 Lt. Qunter phoned Lt. Fleck, Adjutant,
for extra photogrephers anc camerae, giving our Hq its first nint
that D-Day was at hend. First Sgt. Merkel and Sgt. Lopatin worked
ell night shooting the paralrooper inveders taking off. Sgt. Mirsvella
took off at cewn in the first of = stream of 0-47e which towed
gliders to Caen. Li. Gunter and Stindt, and later Sgts. Merkel and

Lopetin, flew phcto missions in their A20 to the scenee of tas

moat violent =sctions.

- N
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Cur bombere hit gun emplacements 2long a stretch of Normandy
Deech near Ste. Mere Eglise at 0624 on historic June &, and 33 geconds
later the first of 330,000 American soldiers stormed ashore. The
pictures we made over the invasion fleet and of the fighting for the
coast were the firet to reach the world. Cinemas in London showed
our films the same afternoon, and they were running in New York the next
day at noon. Our streamlined laboratory- and courier system scooped
the world. It wee four days later before any other agemcy laanded
wotion pictures of the invasion in the United States.

Lt. Madsen's crew spent 2 week 2t sec on an LST before D-Day,
laid overnight under enemy air attack about twelve miles ofonorc
the night before the debarkment, anc transferred to an "alligetor"
for the run to Idaho Beach. Their craft received several direct hits by
88mm shells which killed some men and burned out the engines, so,
while Modesitt steyed with the jeep to brirg it ashore next day,
Lt. Madsen and Eillorin voarcded an LOVT end went in with the first
wave. They swem the last 40 yards under s hail of bullets carrying
cameras and film, picked & way through dense mine fields, and fought
the rest of the day to clear thLe beachhead of Germans. Living in
foxholes, under air raide by night and sniper fire by day, they
photoes the comstruction of the rirst landing strip in France. It was
intended primarily for an ergency field Bor aircraft in distress, but
C=47s were soon bringing in blood plasma end wmedical supplies, and
faking our film out. The 834th moved on to build e second strip near
Grandcemp for fighter operations, anc our boys went along. The C. Q.
of the 834tL recomuended the three for the Silver Star for conspicuous

service. They were subsequently &varded %the Bronge Star.

Mejor Clothier's larger detochment was scheduled to go in on D=5,

THIS PAGE-DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526




JUNE 1944 -3- o Nt

e by §f
tut 1t was 2100 on D=9 Dbelore the Big Bitch and crew lended from

an LST on Idaho Beach made light by gun flashes ans shellfire.
Pushing inland 8 milee, they stayed ten days at Longueville where
infantrymen and airmen lived side by side constently within range

of enemy guns and under air attack. They covered in pictures the
action in Carentan, Ste. Kere Ezlise, Montebourg, Valognes, and

the fall of Cherbourg.

44,000 feet of comtat film wae turned in by this unit during
the month.

Lt. Col. Felton made some m3ore changes in our personnel.

T/8gt Baight, S/8gt Beerman, Sgt Evans, Opl Leughran, and Pvt H.
Harker were relievea from attachment anc returned to Hg Hq Sgd.
and 8/3gt Guy Trosper wes transferred to SEEAF in exchange for an
enlarger.

S8gt. Ce2l W. Voelker was awarded the Air Mecdal and threc Bronge
Gluscters. Lt. Jack T. Eynes received Ris first and second Bronze
Cak Leef Clusters to the Air Medel, Lt. Philip W. Browning received
the 4th Bronge, firet Silver, and 6tk Broaze Oak Leaf Jluster to the
Air Medel, and T/Sgt Fey N. Steele was awarded the 7th, 8Bth, and Gtk
Bronge Oak Leaf Clusters to the Air Mecal.

Strength of the unit at month's end. 11 Officers anc 46 enlisted

men.
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With balf of our peraon;%iaiﬁg"ﬁil'éfJoﬁr hearts on the Far
Sbore, we continued coverage of the invacion air support from England,
end put a new unit in the field. Sgt. King and Opl. Luzenas, with the
385 Fighter Group, developed & 35mm camera mount for the P-47 and
sterted recording the exciting and iumportant game the fighter-bombers
were playing.

On July 4th the people of bomb- and shell-torn Normandie, of Whose
gympathies we had never felt too sure, found among the rulnse of their
homeg zome bite of ornament and hogpitelity, and spontanecuely turned
out en masse in all tu= villeges to celebrate our Independence Day.
From then on we were at home in France. In turn, we Celebrated
Bastille Day with them, put on at Grandcamp the first movie show any
of the French had seen in four years, and otherwise cooperated With
Civil Affairs to improve the relations between our army and the public.
All this was made in pictures. We photographed our medics giving aid to
French civilians, and the little Jayhawk cemetery at St#. Mere Eglise
where 1700 bodies, both American and German, lay piled waiting for
burial. Alwaya our cameramen Were in the thiak of thinsgs. The slege
of St. Malo wae covered by Capt. Mack, Mr. Scheuerman, Modesitt and
Eillorin, who were among the first into the citadel when its Mad
Coxmmander capitulsted. t. Bray, Joswick and Stindt kept watch in
forward observation posts under artillery fire while EBrest fell. We
covered the action et Rennee, and on the 25th and 20th at 8t. Lo
Mej. Clothier, Capt Mack and Caept. Welbourne, Lt. Madsen, Lt. Butliff,
and Sgt. Xodesitt narrowly escaped being killed by our own aerial
bombardment. Lta. Madsen and Sutliff were with the tanks of the Spear-
head Division in the push to Chartres. Sgt. Lopatin and Stindt left off

their weapséas, put 51 Red Jrogs bressards, and went out with the medics
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to make & story of blood plasma transfusgions in the midst of battle
that was the real thing.

Toward the middle of July the two far shore units met at
Grandcamp les Bains, chosen to be Sth AF "Gangway Advanced" head-
quarters, and set up a "home" for the Unit when it should officially
move across the Channel.

Pfc Byron K. Allen, youngest member of our Unit and one of its
best loved, whoee slight freme and close-cropped poll earneé him the
name of "the little bird without any feathers at all hardly", full of
fun and daring, was killed July 5th near Graystone, England, when he
bailed out of a flak-damaged A-20 at low altitude and his chute didn't
open in time. The plene, lightened by kis few pcunds, made & nearly
miraculous safe landing. Allen was buried in Cambridge Military
Cemetery with the whole Unit in attendance.

8/Sgt. Fay M. Steele, having done an outstanding job of still
photography on 58 ection-filled missions with the Karauders, was
given a trip home to Tennessee for 30 days rest and recuperation.
He lel% Zarlsg Colne on July 4th. Lt. Browning's unit, with the 323¢
-°”'a B~26g, moved %o Beaulieu, nes r Southampton, on the 16ta, to be
nearer iLe targets in Normandie.

On 3d July a new-type camera unit arrived at Ninth AF headquariers
and was ettaclied to us temporarily. It was the 152nd Combat Cemera Unit,
organized by Lt. Col. Hnl Roack and brought overegeas on a 90-day trial
basis. Ite duty will be to make 15mm films,on demand of proper authority,
in the form of film reports, and produce printes on short notice. It is
equipped with sutomatic developing ana printing machines and all
auxiliary equipment &s well ag caueras and 1lgnta, and 1s composed of
2Lt. Emmet E. "Van" Hefflin, 010, ELt Josuph A- Moscaret S8gte. Hardy,
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Levinson, and Mestrangelo, and Cples Bloom, Busby, Levitt, Dervin
and Long. On July © this unit was assigned to IX Bomber Division,
at Marke Hall.

On the 7th ¢f July, Capt. John W. Steger was transferred to Hq,
9th AF, from the 400U, and Lt. Philip W. Browning was appointed
Ceptein, effective 10 July. Pvis. Hintchel and Kingua were relieved
from attachment and returned to Hq, Hqg Sqd. on the 1lth, and en 27tk
S/ Sgt Reiper wag tranaferred to the 10th Photc Recon Group. Lt. Wam.
Zwell wag ascigned on lst July, and was cdetailed Supply Officer. He
had been mcting in that oapacity for both the 40CU and Photo Section
gince his arrival at SthAF HQ on 13 April, 1544.

The Unit was swarded Batile Porticipation Credit OPGA 200.5
"Air Offensive Zurope" on 13 July, 1944, Letter HZ LETOUBA.

Strength of Unit as of July 31, 11 ocfficers and 42 enlieted men.

-0-0=0=
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AUGUST 1944 History of the 4th AAF Combat Camera Unit
Auzust - a month marked by moves, Most of the men and much equipment not
already on DS in the UK had crossed the 6hannel to France. Dietz, Citron
Barrett, DeNarie, Drennan, and Hurst were relleved from attachment and
returned to Hg. Squadron, and Schadlich, Rothlisberg, Davenport, Mirabella
ani Atwood were attached to Hg Squadron to take care of Unit property
which must be left behind for the time being.

Projectionists Citron and DeNarie hereby left thelr own speclal
thater called "The White Elephant of Ascot" ( or disrespectfully, "Felton's
Folly"), especially built through the courtesy of the Staff Photo Section
®or the projection of the 4th CCU material for the Generals and thelr
Staffs. A total of three showings were held for the Geherals Brereton
and Strahm, where all of the 4th's D-Day film was projected, plus Ninth
Alr Force GSAP Film. The theater was a converted Nissen hut and a half.
The half was the projection rocm which stcod about elight feet above the
auditorium and housed two 35mm and two 16mm sound projectors, a turn-
table and recordings for sound effectes on silent films, and shelves of
dupes of the film shot by this Unit. The auditorium was the converted
Nissen hut with floor lowered about five feet into the ground. The con-

“vrete floor was covered with regulation British brown linoleum. The walls

were light blue, decorated with sketches of Ninth Alr Force aircraft.
Flourescent lights 1lluminated the auditorium which seated eighty-two
people in comfortablse easy chairs. The thaater, used so seldom for official

showings, was greatly enjoyed by the Enlisted Men of this Unit and Photo

Sectlon.
Because of official indeclsion and last minute changes concerning move-

ments to the Continent, Lt. Fleck and S/Sgt. Merkel were the "4th CCU"
which moved to Grandcamp les Bains, Normandy, on August 3rd, “on paper
only”, minus men and equipment.

At Grandcamp we were once more a Unit, with offices and Officers uartered
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in an old house and the men living in tents on the lawn. In additlon to
itl own personnel returning to the fold, Capt. Welbourne, Lts. Allen,
Madsen, and Sutliff, W.0. Scheuerman, t/hgta. Beerman and Haight, S/Bgts.
Bruce and Evans, Cpls. Laughran and Will, Pfcs. DeNarie and Mask, and Pvt.
Harker were attached from Hq and Hq Squadron. Lt. Madesen went to Troop
Carrler to cover activites and preparations for further operations.

On August S5th the Unit moved again with Gangway Advanced; thils time
to St. Savuer Lendelin on the south coast of the Cherbourg Peninsula.
OCn the l4th Capt. Welbourne, Lt. Madsen, and Sgt. Besrman, Childs, Evans
and Buscalno and Pfc. Mask were relieved from attachment and returned to
Hq. Squadron 9th Alr Force Rear.

7hen Headquarters moved to Laval on August 23, we moved to Force,
a few miles away, where we were housed in a sbhoolhouse. Now the Germans
were rolling back fast, Paris was belng Liberated, and the war was far
away from us. Calvados was scarce, but the weather was warm anc sunny,
in contrast to summerless England, and our surroundings were no longer
strange to us. Cur priceless Mario Mongini with his fluent French was
major domo, taking charge of all the local "French" situations, procuring
everything, fixing everything, being gulde, intrepeter, and seriocomlic.
.e'd have been lost without him.

Cpl. Herzog, our eo'md man and teller of tall tales, had some
personal affairs, which he thought were left back in ingland, catch up
with him. For this and some fresh escapades he was busted to Private by
a long-suffering C.0. Orders were put in to transfer him to XIX TAC.

On August 26 the first bombers arrived from England for operations
from French soll. The 323rd led the way, with Capt. Browning in the nose
of the first B-26 to touch the steel plank runway of an A-20 Airstrip at

Lesasay.

The Unit sent 1n 82 film subjects totalling 29,400 feet this month
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exposed by 29 Photographers. Our boys made pilctures of the rulns of

Villa Coublay, the big airfield southwest of Parls, which the Germans wsre
supposed to have just evacvated. Two hours after they left this fleld a
group of officers in a jJeecp were cut to pleces by machine-gun fire. Why
our fellows weren't fired on they can't figure out.

Strength at end of August, 14 Officers and 35 Enlisted Men.
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SEPTEMEER 1944 History of the 4th AAF Combat Camera Unit.

Capt. Mack took over as Commanding Officer of the Unit in place of Major Clothier
whose new duty was Motion Picture Officer of the Ninth Air Force. The Unit moved
with Gangway Main to Chantilly, Oise on September 1lth. Lt. Col. Sam Greenwald, who
had been working at the London lab., and now retiring from active duty, stopped at .
Chorley, England on his way home to the States to make a movie on airmen going through
the replacement pool. The picture was entitled "Happy Warriors". Mr. Scheuerman and
Sgt. Davolt went to the 370th Fighter Group at Y-78, Florennes, Belgium, to cover
P-38 operations., These included reconaissance, strafing, fighter escort, dive-bombing
"pickle-barrel” bombing, and precision bombing by bombargior carrying droopsnoots.
Cples Luzena has been attached to the 365th Fighter Group since June, at Montebourg,
Bayeux, Bretigny, and several other fields. Cpat. Browning returmed to Headgquarters
from DS to the 323rd Bomb Group, leaving Lt. Hynes in charge of B-26 coverage. Capt.
Browning began filming a story on the F-61 BHalck Widow night fighters of the 425th
Night Fighter Squadron, located at Coulomiers. After two weeks he received orders for
30 days TDY for rest and recuperation in the ZI. ILt. Sutliff then took over the leader-
ship of the detachment. Lt, Lindsay arrived in France with the 415th Bomb Group (Light)
on the 29th. During the month Caoct. Scheid and Sgt. Childs and Sgt. Kelley borrowed
a WAC from the WAE Detachument and a Corporal from the 316th Station Complement and
Headed for Paris to do a story called "A WAC and a GI See Paris".

Lt. Lindsay was promoted to 1st Lt. effective 15 August 1944. Sgt. Rothlisberg was
relieved from attachment and returned to Hq. & Hq. Squadron , 9th Air Force. Lt.
waldo M. Johnson, 0-864671, assigned to Hq Squadron, arrived in France for duty with
this Unit.

The Unit's cameramen exposed 27,200 feet covering 45 subjects. Among the bigrer
stories made were the fall of the citadel at 5t. Nalo, By Capt Mack and Sgt. Killorin,
1,000 feet; Fighter Control by Ly. Scheid and Kelley, 5,000 feet; Bombers move to
France, by Sgts. Kemper and Volber, 3,200 feei; Blake Widows, Capt Browning and Sgt.

Yoelker, 3300 feet.
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Red Cross Club at Cherbourg by Sgt. Todd, 1,100 feet; 818th Aviation Engineers
Rebuild German Airfields, Killorin and Snider, 1,800 feet; and Col. Greenwalds

“"Happy Warriors", 1,700 feet.

Strength of the Unit at month's end, 13 Officers and 33 Enlisted Men.
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The War was moving on and the Unit found plenty of subjects to make into
interesting pictures. Capt. Madsen, with Sgts. Joswick, Beerman, and

Todd were attached to the 3rd Armored Divielon that spearheaded the

drive into Aachen. They rode with the tanks and on the outskirts of the
city photographed the dive-bombers softening the enemy ahead. The foll-
owed the tanke into the city and "shot" the surrendsr of the garrison.

At thie time 1t wes found that the distances between our Headquar-
ters and our teams photographing at the front had become so great that
too much time was belng taken to transport film, supplies, and the men
themselves. So an A-20 type alrcraft was attached to the Unit. It was
plloted by Capt. Chester R. Jackson, navigated by lst Lt. Alfred H.
Maltby, and crewed by S/Sgt. Donald E. Burns and 3gt. LaMoine Jark, all
on TDY from the 41€th Somb Group. The plane was also used for special
photograph work. This very same plane t.hat.. was now attached to the Unit
was the one from which B.K. Allen Jumped to his death three months earlier
in England with the same Capt. Jackson as the pilot.

Cn the 15th the following promotions were made: 2nd Lt. Robert W.
Neely to lst Lt. per par 13 SO 289 Hq Ninth Air Force; Capt. Robert S.
Mack to Major per par 10 same SO; and lst Lt. Glenn F. Sutliff to Capt.
per par 11, same SO. On the 19th the above mentioned crew of the A-20
were temporarily returned to the 416th Bomb Group. Sgt. Gottlieb and Cpl.
Laughran were relieved from attachment and returned to Hq and Hq Squadron
Ninth Alr Force, on the 2lst. Two days later T/Sgt. Fay N. Steele left
for home for a 30 day rest and recuperation, authority: par 13 S0 289, Hg
Ninth Alr Force dated 15 October 1944. The long-suffering C.0. menticned
last month came to the end of the proverblal rope with another of the
Enlisted Men, 5/Sgt. James H. Modesitt, who fouled up for the last time.

He was transferred with little delay to Det B, Hq & Hq Squadron, IX Fighter
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Command .
By the 24th of the month the Unit had shot 15,000 feet of film and

covered 34 subjects. The larger projects were as Follows: Photo and TAC
Reconnalsance, 2,500 feet by Lt. Gunter; Dive-bombing of Aachen, 1900
feet by Capt. Madsen and Sgt. Joswick; Alr-Ground cooperation with tanks
3000 feet by Capt Sutliff, “gt. Modesitt and Pfc. Rapacz.

Strength at the end of this month was 13 Officers and 30 Enlisted

Men.
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The A-20 with Capt. Jackson, Lt. Maltby, and Sgt. Wark were sent
back to ue again. Tpay were not transferred to us, but the move was
considered almost permanent because the A-20 would be with the Unit
probably until the end of the war. During the month it was decided to
glve Sgt. Merkel a change of acenery, 8o he was sent out into the fleld
to make photograprhic coverage with the rest of the photographers. The
adjutant scrounged around for a replacement and S/Sgt. Hugh L. Abbott,
14032592, of Hq. % Hq. Sq., Ninth Air Force, was assigned per par 9 SO
317, Hgq. Ninth Alr Force, dated 12 November 1944, On the 15th, lst Lt.,
Francis "Laddy" Scheid was promoted to Captain per par 1 SO 320, Hg.
Ninth Alr Force. ;

At the time the Photographlic Officer was eiftins the photo person=
nel of the Alr Force for men to send to IX Troop Carrier Command for the
formation of another Cembat Camera Unit. The followinz Officer and Enlist-
ed Men were transferred on the 19th: Capt. John ¥, Steger, S/Sgt. Lane
B. Kemper, S/Sgt. Arthur E., Mayhew, Sgt. George E. Rothlisberg, Cpl.

John P, Davenport, Pfc. Donald H. DeNarie and Pfc. Samuel J. Atwood.

The 162nd Motion Picture Unit that had passed through our portals
last July 3rd appeardd on the scene again. That Organization was being
revamped and on the 25th this Unit recelved several of their personnel
on TDY. They were 2nd Lt. Zmmet . Heflin, Sgt. Wilfred R. Hardy, Cpl.
Alfred L. Levitt, and Cpl. Lawrence J. Dervin.

Sgt. Gillbert G. Topjian was returned to the Unit from DS with
the Photo Lab in London.

Awards for the month were as follows:

Bronze Star Medal(Par 1, Secll, GO No. 260, Hq., Ninth Air
Force, 7 Nov. 1944) to ALBZRT R. MADSEN, 0-92333]1,First Lieutenagt, for
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for meritorious service in connection with military operatiggg nst the

g
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enemy on 6 June 1944.. -

Bronze Star Hepéi/z;;;;-gggﬁto Jame . Modesitt, 15112920, Starff Sergeant ™

ous service in connectlion with military operations agalinst the

for merit
enemy on 6 June 1944,
ronze Star Medal (same GO) to JOHN KILLORIN, Corporal, for meritorious
service in connection with military operations against the enemy on 6 June
1944,
Air medal (Par 4, Sect III, GO No 260, Hq, Ninth Alr Force, 7 Nov 1944)
in recognition of meritoricus achievement while particlpating in aerial
f£1i-ht in the European Theater of Cperations. having participated in ths
required number of operational sorties against the enemy, to:

lst Lt. MARVIN L. GUNTER 0-8599397

lst Lt. ROBERT W. N=ELY 0-867687

1st Lt. CECRGE E. LINDSAY 0-867531

8/SGT. JAMES V, KING 19160007

PFC. WILLIAM R. THCMAS 13060431

PVT. GEZRHARC S. STINDT 32606263

First Oak Leaf Cluster (Par 5a Sect III, same GO above)

S/8:2T. LANE B. KEMPER 37034077
S/SGT. ARTHUR E. MAYHEYW 12005393
SGT. ROBERT A. YWOLBER 32042313
PFC. HENRY 5. RAPACZ 16143404
PFC. JILLIAM R. THOMAS 13060431

Second Oak Leaf Cluster

1ST LT. GLENN F. SUTLIFF 0-1030604
S/SGT. LAYE B. K=MPER 37034077
8/8GT. ARTIFUR E. MAYHEW 12005393

Fourth Oak Leaf Cluster
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1ST LT. JACK T. HYNES 0-578022
First Silver Oak Leaf Cluster

1ST LT. JACK T. HYN=S 0-578022

SGT. CARL W. VCELKER 13154021
Sixth OCak Leaf Cluster

1ST LT. JACK T. HYNES 0-578022
Seventh QCak Leaf Cluster

CAPT. PHILIP W. BROWNING 0-924578

During the month photographic coverage, totalling 29,600 feet of

motlion picture fllm, was made on the following subjects: P-38, A-20,
and A-26 Type aircrafts; Fighter Control; Ninth Alr Force War Dogs; and
Alr-Cround Cooperation.

Strength as of 30 Nowember, 13 Officers and 31 Enlisted Men.
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DECEMBZIR 1944 History of the 4t AAF Combat Camera Unit

The Christmas spirit hit the Unit early, because packages from home
had been pouring in rather early, and why let good cookies and fruit cake
lie around until the 25th? So as the boxes arrived, they were opened by
the individuals and shared by all. The Officers declided t-> make Christmas
Day a memorable one and so planned for a party to be held one the after-
noon of the 25th on the 3rd flecor of our office bullding at No 1 Rue
Andre, Chantilly, Oise, France. Cpl. Mongini, with his fluent French, went
on a supply mission tc Rheims and Epernay and returned with sixty bottles
of Champagne. This was the foundation for the party. The mess Officer of
the station came throuch with bread, meat, and cheese for our sandwiches.
The French forests are now miesing one fine evergreen tree which was set
up and decorated with "window", home made decorations, and some bought
in stores. It was lichted with red and green floodlighta. Music was
furnished by an accordionist, guitarist, and base fiddler, borrowed from
the Station Specilal Service Office. The Officers, beinz the hosts, did the
dedorating and served the Champagne (Lts. Ewell and Johnson were the
bartenders and the latter claims that he was the only one that remained
sober, and being a bartender, that was quite an accomplishment). Mrs.
Allen, mother one of our late members, had sent the boys a Christmas
Package of cookles, marshmallows, and candies. This was also served.
Toward the end of ths party our reserved and sincere Supply Officer,
Lt. Ewell, proceeded to direct the movement of a Jeep up the front steps
of the bullding. S/Sgt. Abbott was driving, and they had some peculiar
idea of placing the jJeep in the front hall of the bullding. They never
quite succeeded, but dld manage to weaken the stone bannister enough so
that the first person to lesan on it kXnocked it over. Proper punishment
was administered. It was an unfortunate incident to an otherwise perfect
party.

Cn the 4th of this month some lonz deserved promotions came through.
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They comsisted of the following:
Thomas E. Haight, Jr. 33008991 to M/Sgt.

James V. King 19160007 to T/Sgt.
Gordon A. Davolt 37437895 to Sgt.
Ira 0. Welborn 34349746 to Sgt.
John Killorin 32318132 to Sgt.
Palge J. Nelaon i 35290665 to Cpl.
Sherman J. Snider 15376966 to Cpl.
Mario Mongini 32870290 to Cpl.
Gerhard S. Stindt 32606263 to Cpl.
William W, Moore 39559562 to Cpl.

The London Lab continued to operate even though telephonic communications
between it and this Headquarters was very trying at times. Film to be
developed and cut wae sent “‘o them by way of Ninth Air Forece Courisr.
This was fairly satisfactory, except on RUSH jobs, which were usually
takeh directly to the Lgab by one of our own men. Tka Lab needed some
adcitional men so Cpl. Alfred Levitt and Cpl. Lawrence J. Dervin were

sent there on US on the 6th.

On the 9th the Unit bld farewell to Lt. "Van Heflin", who was beling

returned to the Eone of Interior, per Ltr Hg. Ninth Air Force datad 5

Dec 1944. e envied him going back to the coast of Southern California.

On the same day one of our sesmingly long lost members returnéd to the Unit

Capt. Philip #. Browning, looking fit after his rest and recuperation at
his home in Michigan. On the same day lst Lt. Frederic L. Knudtson, 6-922-

724, was transferred to Hq. & Hq. Squadron, Headquarters Ninth Air Force,

per par 18 SO 338 same Hq. dated 3 Dec 1944. On the 10th the Unit received

through the maill changes of address cards for Sgte. Voelk er and Lopatin

saylng that they were now in the 99th General Hospital. This was quite a

shock, because these boys had left the Unit on the 5th and were golng to
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Station A-78, Florennes, Belgium, to work there with the 474th Fighter

Group. Nothing had been heard from them so it was presumed that they had
arrived at their destination. After several unsuccessful telephone calls
to the Hospital, it was learned that the men had been evacuated to aoheplace
but only God and the Medics knew and the Medics weren't sure. So Capt.
Browning toock off to locate them. A trip to Rheims, the location of the
Hospital, revealed that the boys had besen in a vahlele accldent ca tha
road outside of the City. The vehicle was found in an Ordnance Shop and
arrangements were made to have 1t repalim . The edulpment that had been
on the vehicle was missing. Perhaps civilians had picked thethings
during the two daye that the vehicle had lain in the dltch along the
road. The 'patients' had been placed on a Hospital train that made 1its
way through Paris. Where 1t went from there, no one was sure. Capt.
Browning returned to Headquarters and with Lt. Fleck headed off for the
office of the Surgeon, in Paris, ETOUSA. There it was learned that Sgt.
Voelker was evacuated to Cherbourg and from there would ~o to England.
Segt. Lopatin was sent to a Fleld Hospitzl near Le Mans, France, so the
two Cfficers took off to find him. He was located the next day. In the
accident his head had been bumped hard and it affected the movement
of an eye. His shoulder was also bruised, but in a few weeks he would be
back to duty again. "Lope" told these Officers later that after they
left the other patients remarked how wonderful it was that his Officers
had made a several hundred mile trip just to see how he was. But 1t was
not unusual for the Unit bscause that is the human way in which 1t
operates.

December 12-Sgt. Jilfred S. Hardy, 37430119, was relleved from
TDY and returned to his Organization, the 162 Motion Picture Unit. Lt.

William T. Ewell, who Supply Officer for the Unit since last April,

althought assigned to Hq % Hg Squadron, was assigned to the Unit.
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December 13th-The following Officers and Men were transferred to IX
Troop Carrier Command, per par 13 SO 320 Hq. Ninth Alr Force dated 15
November 1944:(this was part of the move begun by Col. Felton last month)

lst Lt. Marvin L. Gunter 0-859997
lst Lt. Robert 7. Neely 0-867687
T/8gt. Jerry J. Joswick 16036823
T/S8gt. Fay N. Steele 6926995
S/Sgt. Luther A. Todd 19164114

December 17th - Cpls. Arthue J. “ainzer and Mirabella were placed on TLY
with the 323rd Bomb Group.

December 21lst - Cpl. Harold Citron and Pfec. Wilbur R. Hurst were trans-
ferred from Hqh Hq Sq. to our Unit per par 19 SO 347 Hq Ninth Alr Force
dtd 12 December 1944. Cpl. Citron has been with the Unit as a projection-
ist since his arrival in the ETO last April. In civillian 1life, Harecld ran
a chaln of theaters in Los Angeles, so he knows all the angles of the
comforts and discomforts of an audience. He hzd an'in' with Special
Service, sowe got the best films and short subjects and ran them for the
Unit. Cpl. Hurast is an irreplaceable Camera Repair Man. Not only repairs
but builde any new parts for camera equipment that may be needed.
December 22nd - Cpl. Verl E. Luzena and Pfc. Anthony Friedman trabsferred

to the Unit per SO 347 Hq Ninth Air Force dtd 22 December. Cpl. Luzena
1s another Camera fepalr Man and Tony Friedman is & cutter now working

at the Phote Lab in London.

December 24th - Sgt. Roy C. Childress was placed on Detached Service to
the Unit from the 416th Bomb Group for the purpose of assisting in
the maintenance of the A-20 alrcraft which the Unit is Using.

December 3lst - Capt. Browning, Sgts. Xing and Wolber were placed

on TTY with the 10th Photo Reconnalsance Group at Station A-94 to make

camera mounts for the P-38's and P-47's at the request of Col. Hall,
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Director of Reconnalsance and Photography.
Operationally the Unit was busy this month, Capt. Madsen and Sgt.

Childs were attached to the 3rd Armored Divielon photographing the Alir-
Ground Cooperstion of the Division and the Ninth Alr Force, and they
crossed the Roer River with them. As the German break-through began in
the Ardennes, they Joined the 82nd Airborne Division and made photograph-
ic coverage in and arcund Malmedy and Stavlot on the 21, 22, and 2rd of the
Momth. They returned for the famous Christmas Party, and agaln returned
to the field, this time to Station A-78, Florennes, Belgium on the Zth.
From here they flew combat missions over the bulge. The A-20 went to
Station A-T8 also, and with a total of 2 Officers and 6 EM, was used to
photograph fichter missions, bomb strizez, and the destruction cof German
transportation. All during this month Mr. Scheuerman, Sgt. Davolt anm
Cpl. Luzena were still with the 474th Figther Croup, flying over the
Bulge in P-38's. A group of one Officer and five EM were flying with the
323rd Bomb Group from station 4-69 in E-26's. The Unit was also represented
on the ground on the Lerraine Frént by Lt. Johnson and Sgts. Merkel and
Wolber.

A total of 5C Subjects were shot with 15,200 feet of film. Stregth at
the end fo the month was 9 Officers and 30 Znllsted Men.
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JANUARY 1945 History of The 7+h AAF Combat Cam era Unit

The Unit is cperating more efficiently than it haa ever been bafore, After
being overseas and in full operution for over a year, we are now fully aware
of our purpose in the Ninth Air Force. We thought of how much more we migh t have
accomplished had we known at the outset of just what our duties consisted,.

In snswer to a request of the Commanding General, through the Director of
Photography, Col. Hall, we began to prepare a monthly report, showing in con-
densed form, the projects nnd. activities covered by the Unit in th e preceding
month, and January. The history for this month is being written in June 1945
thererore it is possible to locx back and say that this Monthly Report in
motior pictures would have been a great morale factor for the entire Ninth
Air Force, It was plamned to show this picture to the Commanding Genmeral and
then send it to all Ninth Air Force instaliations, It would be shown in adaition
t0 a feature and would be, as it were, a special news reel of aubjoet':;g;:om-
ing oniy tuis Air Force. The project imposed additional work om our Lab facili-
ties and persomnel, but they were quicx to see the bemefit of such a film, The
January report was the first.

Untii this montn wne Headquarters Photo Section hawe peen using the same
puiiding as this Unit, aithough tnat Sect.ion was shooting and processing only
still photographs. Supply of voth Organizatioms was ceing handled in ome Supply
Room, by ome Supply Offieer and ome Supply Sergeent. Equipment was interming-
led to such and extemd that it would take monthe to get it straightened out,
if the organizstions ever separated and they did and it did, The Photo Section
moved to another loecation :I.l the same town taking all its belongings with it,

With the move the fellowing changes of personnel took place:

Cgpt. Albert R. Madsen T/Sgt. Harold A. Childs
2nd Lt. Waldo M. Joknson §/Sgt. John Re Evans
%0(jg) Charles B, Scheuerman Cpl. Joseph V. Buscaino

transferred from Hq & Hg Sq to the Unit pp 3 & 4 SO 364 Hq Ninth AF dtd 29

Dec 1944,
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M/Sgt. Thomae E. Haight, Jr $/5gt. ¥alcolm M. Bruce

Cpls Edwin J. Will
relieved from attachment to this Unit and turned back to Hq & Hq Sq.
Jamuary 3rd - 5/Sgt. Ralph Lopatin returmed from the hospital after recover-
ing from injuries received in the vehicle accident a month ago.
January 7th = §/Sgt. Merkel, Cpls. Buscaino, Mainzer and Mirabella, and Pfc.
Thomes were returned to the Unit from TD with the 323rd Bomb Group.
January 17th = 2nd Lt. Waldo M. Johuson promoted to 1st Lt. pp 4 S0 15 Kg
Ninth Air Force dtd 15 January. Cple. Mainzer and Wirbbella relieved from DS
with the 323rd Bomb Group.
Jamary 20th - Lt. Robert J. Hanlon was placed on Detached Service to the Unit
¢rom the 416th Bomd Group. He is a Bombadier-Navigator and will mvigd e the
A-20 being used by the Unit.
Janaury 22nd - Lt. Jack T. Hynes, after flying 52 missions in Combat was sent
to the 134th Replacement Depot on his way home to the great state of Temas
for a rest and recuperation. On the same day all the following named EM were

premoted to the grade of Sergeant pp 14 80 19 Hq Ninth Air Force dtd 19

January 1945:

Cpl. Joseph V. Bussaino Cpls Arthur J. Mainzer
Cp'« Pasquale A, NMirabélla Cpls Paige J. Nelson
Cple Sherman J. Snider Pfc. Henry S§. Rapac:
Pfc. Gerhard S5, Stindt Pfe., William R. Thomas

Until this time, because of T/0 trouble, it had beem impossible to promote
most of the men who had earmed promotions. Now, because all of the men named
above were flying combet, it was poesible to give the promotions. The morale
of the Unit went up quickly.

The Air Force and Ground Forcds were looking for eligible enlisted
personnel who could be transferred to a treining center for reinforeement
for the Infantry. This Unit received motification from Headquarters Ninth

Air Force, that those whe met the physical requirements would have to be
made available for the infantry. Our first quota was for 2 men, The CO
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objected furicusly becsuse the Unit was very busg and needed all the men, If a
moticn picture photographer were taken away there would be no replacementsto

be had in the ETO, so Hsadquarters came through with an idea. They would give
us some men from another outfit and we could transfer them tc the Infantry if
they qualified. And so on tho 31st of the month the following were trans-
ferred from the 134th Replacememt Battalion, pp 14 SO 28 from that Headquarters;

Pfc. Warran H. Taylor 32360510 Pvt. Joseph J. Shea 33366268
Pvt., James D. Newland 6887267

During the month the ground was covered with snow mma moet of the time.
As some would melt away, more would fall. Thie type of weather affected operations
tremendously. We wanted to get all we could of these operatione so teams were
trotted off to the fields, All during this month a team of three Officers and
gseven EM photographed the FP-47s at Metz, One of the best shots of the month was
the crash of 2 P-47s. One was coming in for a landing on the ice-covered run-
way. He skidded off the runway and erashed right into the other plane head on
which was parked there. There were no casualties, This action was photographed
by Sgt. Stindt.

At the same time the P-47s were being covered at Rheims by Capt Scheid.

He got a geood humurous shot of the pilots being taken to their ships on sleds
which were pulled by a Jeep.

Capt. Browning and Sgts. King end Wolber were still at A-94, Photographing
P-51s,

Cple Citron was in london, at the Lab, from the 2nd to the 18th, for the
purpose of projecting all of the Unit's film for Col. Wyler, who came up from
Ttaly with the hopes of getting some film for the inelueion to a picture that he
was working on. However Col. Wyler never didview the f£ilm so Cpl. Citron worked
on the cutting of GSAF film.

From the 3rd to the 20th Lt. Ewell was in the UX getting Supplies.

The P-38e were still being covered by M¥r. Scheuerman, Sgt. Davolt and
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Cpl. Luzena. The coverage of A-26s was believdd complete enough to draw in all

the personnel who had been photographing these planes. Completion of the cover-
age had included winter operations under conditione of ice and snow,

Strength at the close of the month was 11 Officers and 35 Enlisted Mey.
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February was bitterly cold. The "battle of the Bulge" was stemmed at last
and had been fully recorded by several Camera Crews working in the Belgian snows.
A Motion Pitcures report, addressed to the Cormanding General, Ninth Air Force,
was completed, with sound. The report gave news coverage of the activities of
the Ninth Air Force as a whcle, and was intended for distribution within it, It
was received very well, and preised as a great morale builder, as every organiz=-
ation could see what the Ninth was doing, and could thus realize the part ite
own individual efforts were playing in the conflict, The monthly report had to be
discontinued, however, because with the arrival of Major John (Denger is My Busi-
nese) Craig from washington, who brought the news that a special motion pict ure
project was on its waey, would regquire the complete facilities and personnel of the
4th Combat Camera Unit, Thus wae announced the coming of the Special Film Project
186, whose mission was the filming , in color and for purposes of public release,
the Air Forces part in the European victory. Inasmich as this meant a later complets
shift to Color Photography for the 4th, sdditional Monthly Film reports could not
be prepareds.

Early in February, Sgts. Ch.ldress and Wark, on DS with the Unit from the
416th Bomb Group for maintenance of the A-20 Photo plane, were requested by their
organization. The 416th Bemb Group hed intended to replace Childress and Wark with
M/Sgte Clarence M, Boyer and Pfe. Eawin Borman, and had transferred them to Hg.
Squadron, Nimth Air Force. They later were picked up by the Unit on 2 February,
(par 21, SO 33, 2 Feb., 1945), Inasmuch as Childress and Wark were well known by
the 4th =and were familiar with the aircraft, arrangements were made to keep them
g0 they were transferred to this organization on the 22nd February, (parl5, SO
51, 20 Feb 1945), On the 19th, M/Sg.. Moyer was transfesped to the 96th Station
Complement (par 16, SC 45, 14 Feb, 1945) and Pfc. Borman was transferred to

Ninth Bomb Division (par 17, SO 51, 2C Feb. 1945),
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On Feb. 4th, 1st Lt. William B. Ostrander and 2nd Lt. Robert J. Hanlon, the
pilot and naviga£or on DS to the Unit from the 416th Bomb Group were transferred
to our organization (par6, SO 33, 2 Feb. 1945). This team had proven to be very
efficient, had learned what the photographer needed on photographic missions, sd
were & welcome addition to the Unit.

In January Lt. Lindsay, S/Sgts. Evans and Lopatin, and Sgts. Killorin and Kelley
and Rapacz had gone tc Arlon and Bastogne, Belgium, for coverage of air support
operations as they concerned the ‘battle of the bulge'. Leaving Sgts. Kelley and
Evans with the 6th Armored Division on ike southern shoulder of th: bulge, the
rest proceeded to the morthern flank, near Eschweiler. There Aviation Engineers
were building an airstrip utilizing the broad autobahn highway as a runway. A
request from Ninth Engineer Comrand for two photographers to cover this type of
activity happened to come in at the same time, so T/Sgt. Childs was sent up on
the 6th of February and with Sgt. Killeorin etayed on with the Aviation Engineers
to make important documentary records of the construction of airstrips under diff-
jeult weather conditions and deep snow, all under enemy obgervation and occasional
shellings!

At this time the Port of Antwerp was under heavy attack by flying bombe and rock-
ets. Radio instructions to Lt. Lindsay resulted in his driviag directly to Antwerp
accompanied by Sgts. Rapacz and Lopatin. This proved a very interesting assignment
but it was soon found that specialized equipment was required, so the three returned
to Chantilly, France, tc obtain same. Returning to Antwerp the team photographed
a story showing the method of control of thie menace to the Allies most important
port~-the coverage including methods of detecting, plotting courses of, and destroy~
ing V-1 flying bombs. Additional footage was filmed to show the effect of these bombs
which did get through our defenses. The following letter was received from Col. Robert

B. Miller, Chief of Motion Picture Services Divisionm, Headquarters Army Air Forces

washington, D.C. dated 23 April 1945:
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"ls Attention is invited to Subjecti 3540, 'Antwerp X, V-1 Damege', 6180 feet, ...
essssssssssse photographed by Lt. Lindsay, Sgt. Lopatin and Sgt. Repacz of the 4th
AAF Combat Camera Unit.

24 Thie film offere important and tragic human interest coverage of devastation
in Antwerp area and brutal killings of the civiliane, resulting from indiscriminate
German V-1 bombings, aes well as a spectacular record of the destruction of enemy
buzz bombs in flight,

3. Only exceptional camera skill and tireléss effort under circumstances ofv extreme
personal risk could have made this such an outstanding job of combat reporting,

4., It is recommended that Unit and cameramen receive appropriate commendation
through your headquarters.”

This letter was addressed to the Comranding General, Ninth Air Force. It was
indorsed in the following worde by Brigadier CGeneral A.C. Kincaid, Deputy Commanding
Gemeral)

"The Commanding General has noted and takes particular pleasure in bringing to
vour attention the commendation of Lt. Lindsay and Sgte. Lopatin and Rapacz by the
Chief, Motion Picture Service Division, Headquarters, Army Air Forces."

A great deal of experimentation had beecn done by the 4th in an attempt to find
a satisfactory system for making combat motion pictures with 35mm motion picture cameras
mounted in fighter bomber aircraft., Gun camera footage of combat was often spectac-
ular, but because of its small size ite quality was poor when enlarged from 156mm to
35mm. Various mounts were made, some to hold the camera in the air scoop, others in
the wing bomb rack, and finally just in front of the wing rack., Many difficulties had
to be overcome. There were oftem mechanical malfunctions, pilot errors in the system
of remote control. Finelly, though, a satisfactory mount wae worked out, and a crew
coneisting of Capt. Madsen, Lts. Ostrander and Hanlon, and Sgte. Merkel, Childress,
Snider, Stindt, Thémas, and Wark joined the 365th Fighter Group at Metz, in order

to install and ‘mmintain the 35mm wing cameras. In addition this crew, with the A-20
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photo ship, made air to air and ground coverage of the activities of the 365th Group,

and flew combat missione with the 'thunderbolts'. The 3565th moved from Metz to ?—78

at Florennes, Belgium, a few days later, and the camera crew went with them, driving-
through a blizzard in order to do so. The crew spent noarly two monthe with this Group
during which time waluable photographic record was made.

W/0 Scheuermon, with Sgt. Davolt and Cpl. Luzena were also at G-vs, but were work-
ing with the 474th Fighter Group, photographiug tame P-3os aua use or Napom bombe. Cpi.
luzens was in the field to work out the techmnical difficulties of the 35mm camera
mounts.

Gpat. Browning, T/Sgt. King and Sgte. Wclber and Nelson were at Jarney, France,
with the 493rd Air Service Team, making and experimenting with various camera mounts
for P-47 aircraft. This was a time of extreme cold in the field. Units returning to
Chantilly from the field by vehicle wore all the clothes they possesed, including
fleece lined flying trouders, boots, and hooded jackets, but even with this protection
any long ride was an ordeal. Roads were icy, as were airstrips. With a temporary thaw
in mid-Feburary, the mud was dack. Those Units working at the front found that Jjeeps
could no longer make their way through over roads made bottomless by heavy churning
tanks, On the 20th of February Sgts. Evans and Kelley returnmed from the area they
had been working near Tres Virges, Luxembourg and exchanged their jeep for a weapons
carrier. Lt. Lindsay did the same, having drawn a new vehicle when he returned to
Antwerp. With the roving Units every nigh‘t presented a problem, as it meant finding
gshelter and a place for a fire wherever they were. This was sometimes difficult at the
front, as all buildinge were wrecked or occupied by advancing forcee. Through this
time, though, nluabie experionce was being gained, plus a profound respectfor the
Infentry and Armored units who were being photographed as they worked under extremely

uncomfortable combat conditions,
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On Februsary 9th, our navigator, 2ad Lt. Robert J. Hanlon, at last received his
promotion to 1lst Lt. (par 33, S0 40, 9 Feb. 1945), and Sgt. Louis F. Schadlich Jr.,
in recognition of good service in the supply department in spite of his love for
the field work, was promoted to §/Sgt. (par 35, S0 46, 15 Feb. 1945).

Strength at the end of this month was 12 Officers and 30 Enlisted len.
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March marked the cessation of normal photographic activities and coverage of
the 4th AAF Combat Camera Unit, This coverage consisted of 35mm footage filmed on
documentary, human interest, and newsworthy stories of Ninth Air Ferce activities.

A1l had been photographed with black and white film, as directed by Air Force pol=-
icy.

The coming of Special Film Project 186 meant a complete shift to color photo-
graphy. It meant too, that a great deal of the material already shot in black and
white would have to be refilmed in color, By March there was a feeling that the
war was approaching its finish, and the pressure of time became more important. The
4th had hundreds of thousands of feet to photograph in order to adequately show the
importance of the 9th Air Force in bri.n_ging the war to a close, This footage had to
be completed before a deadline, which no one knew, that deadline being the surrender
of the Cerman Armies and the cessation of hostilities.

Te coordinate the work and insure adequate coverage of these last weeks of the
war, without duplication of such coverage and effort, required careful planning. Lt.
Col. Owen E. Crump, commanding officer of Special Film Project 186, Lt. Col. Clothier
and Major Robert S. Mack held mumerous conferences with the directing officers of
the Ninth Air Force, and outlines of the anticipated operations were prepared. Then
in conferences among themselves it was decided how to best deploy cameramen and equip-
ment available to obtain the photographic record needed. The months of combat experi-
ence of the personnel of the 4th were invaluable; through the war they had learned
how to take care of themselves and operate efficiently. A system using small units of
men in various localities and making them responsible only to the work had been evolved
as the satisfactory operational procedure. The techniques and methods learned through
long and sometimes bitter experience were thus available for Project 186 and in a large
measure are responsible for the mdequate coverage made in color between the 15th of
March and the end of the War,

On 21 March 1945 a general meeting of all the persomnel of the 4th Combat Camera

eadquarters at Chamtilly.
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At this time Lt, Col. Crump and Major Mack explained the change in type of coverage
axd plans for future operations. New equipment wae svailable, which the men drew and
became familiarized with, Sixteen camera crews were made up, and in short time these
were on their way to every part of the western front, airfields and bomber groups
scattered over France, Belgium, and Germany, and even to England to cover coordinated
activities of the 8th Air Force and Royal Air Force.

A glance at the teams and their assignments will show the comprehensive approach
made to the job to be done.

Team #1, composed of Lt. Col. Crump, Capt. Krasna, Capt. McCord, Sgt. Merkel and
Sgt. Levitt, started a tour of the battle areas. It was originally planned that this
team would scout for stories or events, and then place one of the roving teams to
cover the particular stories discovered. This proved impractical; and it was found
better to cover the material as they went along. Modern lightning warfare doesn't
wait for camera crews to be placed. Team #1 proceeded to Gangway Advanced at Namur
Belgium, then to Antwerp, Belgium in order to place team 713 consisting of T/Sgt.
King and Cpl. Luzema for coverage of Ninth Air Defense Command's defense of that
port against the ememy flying bomb attacks. Two days later, 27 March, the team drove
on down through Holland to Maastricht, then inte Germany to photograph the ruins of
Aachen, Duren, Cologne, and that disrtict, where the end of March found them.

Gun cemera footege was most important for Project #186, and in order tec obtain it
in color, several teams were placed with 9th Air Force fighter groups. The dutiee of
these teams were supervision of the loading of gun cameras in ihe planes with Koda~-
chrome magazines, checking for proper function of the gun cameras, etc, In addition
ground and serial material was shot on the activities of the Fighter Groups concerned,
in o¥er to have sufficient fiil-in and humen interest material, These teams included
#2, Sgts. Rapacz, Nelson and Thomas, who were attached to the 366th Fighter Group at
Y-29, near Asch, Belgium; team #3, Lt. Lindsay and Sgt. Wolber, who drove to the

first American airstrip in Germany, Y-46, near Eschweiler, in order teo cover the
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365th Fighter Croup; team #7, with Lt. Johnson and Sgt. Lopatin, who moved to A-82:
at Etain, France, to cover the 362nd Fighter Groupj and team #16, with Cpls. Citron
who was with the 354th Fighter Group at Roziers en Haye, France.

Anocther important rhase of Ninth Air Force activities to be photographed was
medium altitude bombardment. A great amount of excellent film on the Havocs and
Marauders had been mccuxmlated, but again it was black and white, so two teams were
gent to film the same material in color. Team 9, under the command of W/0O Scheuerman
and including T/5gt Childs, and Sgts. Snider and Mirabella, joined the 416th Bomb
Group at Laon, France, in order tc film the A-26 Invesders. Team ‘11, composed of
Cept. Browning and Sgte. Voelker, both veterans of many medium missions, joined their
old group. the 323rd, to photograph the B-26 Marauders. In hoth cases the coverage
included flying the Groups' regular missions in order to photograph formaticnms,
"bombe away", target strinkes, flak, and in general the experiences of the mediums.
Groﬁnd coverage and human unterest stories were again important. Both teams got
excellent coverage.

A third important coverage to be made was that of direct air support or air co -
ordination activitiee with the ground forces. Capt. Madsen, who had several months
experience with the taks, directed this cowerage, thought, due to the nature of the
rapid spearhead thrusts, communication was impossible, and each team was later on
its own. As set up the ground support teams were as follows; team 5 with Capt.
Vadsen and Capt. Haglund, and Sgts. Killorin and Stindt, team ‘6 with Lt. Mur-hy and
Sgt. Kelley, and team “15 with Cart. Carter and Sgt. Mainzer.

Team 'S proceeded to the Cologne area, where it split into two sub-teams. Cast.
Madsen and Sgt. Killorin started from Cologne to catch the 3rd Armord Dividion, with |
Capt. Madsen had worked before, leaving Capt. Haglund and Sgt. Stindt to complete
coverage in Cologne. Ca t. Madeen and Sgt. Iillorin crossed the Rhine river at the
Remagen bridge, heving learned that the 3rd Armored was ne-r Rennerode, and made

contact with the unit at Varburg. They were ito continue to cover the 2Zrd's spearhead

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



MARCH 1945 - S E C_ gr"\]. ;:- .ﬂl...

drive through’the first three weeks of April. In the meantime Cart. Haglund and 5gt.

Stindt were delayed while a camera was being returned to Chantilly for repairs, but .
as soon ae it had been flowvn back, they proceeded to contact the 9th Armored Division
of the First Army, which they did at Fritzlar.

Team ‘6, with Lt. Murphy and Sgt. Kelley, left Chantilly 22 March to join the 4th
Armored Division, which they did ef the latter was crossing the Rhine at Neritz,
below Coblenz, and were to follow that Divieion's spearhead through April. In early
Varch Lt. Murphy had covered the repeated enemy aerial attacks on the Remagen bridge
with Major Criag and S5ct. Davolt.

Three other teams were formed ouv of the remeining :embers of the Unit m d started
operations during the last week cf March. Team ‘g, whth was commanded by Col. Clothier
used one A-20 in photographing 8th Air Force activitiss, fighter and bomber formations,
as well as Royal Air Force activities as related to the coordinated efforts of the
Allied Air Forces. Col. Clothier had with him Sgt. Davolt, Lt. Whitehead as pilot,
and Lt. Wéaver as navigetor. Team ‘14, which included Lt. Nerpel and Sgt. Garabrant
as hie L-5 pilot, spent the last of march with the 366th Fighter Group at Asch, until
they were relieved by team #2, as almdy mentioned. They were to continue useing the
1~5 photo plane through April. The last team, 15, included Capt. Carter and Sgt. Main-
zer. who spent the last week of Warch in the Cologne area on a roving assignment.

A can be seen, the number of teams insured comprehensive coverage of the import-
ant Ninth Air Force activities. A skeleton force was left at the headquarters of
the 4th at Chéntilly, in order to carry on the administrative, suprly, camera repair,
and related functions. At the same time SFP 186 maintaine an of”ice at Gangway Adv-
anced, first at Namur and then at Weisbaden. These two officafs coordinated activifies
arranged for the neede of the men in the field, directed coverage, etc. By the end
of March, Camera tesms were scatterred all over the continent from Paris to the front.

Greant distances required = quick means of supply and facilities for picking up ex~-

posed film, mail delivery, etc. This problem was met by the assignment of two L-3,
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one C-64, and two additional A-20 aircraft to the 4th Ccmbat Cemera Unit. On 24
March, H/Sgt. ¥Xenneth E. Garasbarant was transferred into the Unit and on 28 March .
Major McCool, Cart. Bowman and Lts. Whitehead and Ayers were transferred to the Unit
from the 9th Bomb Division to the crew the sircraft.

The close of March found the color project well under way. 19,650 feet of 16mm
Kodachrome had been exposed, pluse 6,460 feet of 35mm Monopack color film.

In addition, between 1 March and 15 March, when the old functions of the Unit
were still being carried on, two film stories started the previous month had been
completed, several others had been instituted and completed, and a total approximai-
ely 26,000 feet of 35mm black and white film exrosed. One of the gtarted in February
was "Fighting Gator', a Ninth Air Force Fighter plane which, after completing 200
combat missions, was returned to the Zone of Interior. This coverage was continued
to the departure of the plane from its home base to the United Kingdom, where it
was disassembled for shipment. The criginal negative was sent toc the ZI by courier
for cutting into a story there. Also completed was the film story of Y-46, first
Americ;n airstrip in Germany. This was ccvered in still and motion pictures by
T/Sgt. Childs and Sgt. Killorin, and von the priise of the Chief of Staff, IX Engin-
eer Command, expressed in a letter to thie command.

Other stories completed during the first half of the month were:

1. Bomb damage in Duren, Aachen and Cologne areas, 1,700 feet.

2. Riviera Recreation Area, as used by Ninth Air Force Officers, 4,000 feet.
3, Defense of Antwerp from enemy flying bombs, 8,900 feet.

4, Use of aerial rockets fired from P-47s.

5, A Focke-Wulff captured at A-292 and repaired to be flowm there, 1,900 feet,

Strength at the close of the month was 16 Officere and 34 Enlisted Men.
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AFPRIL 1945 History of the 4th AAF Combet Camera Unit

April was a busy month for the 4th! The color project was well under way, and camera
teams were in the field covering every phase of the closing months of the war. When
any major city on the western front crumbled before the allies, it was almost certain
that its fall was being recorded by Unit photographers. The mediums roaring out to
bomb the last pointe of resistance in Europe carried our cameramen with them. Ll!l;~\
spectacular assignmente had to be manned, and wers, such as those involving the load-
ing of fighter bomber's gun cameras in order that the great part these lone airmen
were playing would be recorded in color. Yes, April was a very full month, full of
hard work over long hours, but also full of excitement and inierast. Everyone knew

he was seeing the end of the war. The Cerman armies were reeling from kmock=-out
blows, The end was in sight.

Probably the most exciting experiences in April were those had by the teams who
were with the spearheading tanks of the Armored Divisions. The Unit had many fortu-
nate escapes, and April was full of them, Capt. Madsen and Sgt. Killorin's exper-
jences w~re no @oubt the most hair raising of them all, This team, as may be recalled
pushed off from Cologne in order to catch up with the 3rd drmored Division. They
jeeped south and across the Rhine at Remagen, finally catching the Division at Mar-
burg. The reunion with the 3rd was with friends who did everything to look after the
'Air Force Boys', and see that they had every opportunity to take pictures. The
photographere were given a light tank, the fifth in the spearheading column. This
was directly in front of the Air=-Ground Control officer's tank, who in this case was
Lt. Schneider of the 365th Fighter Group. The Air-Ground party officer was respon-
sible for summoning and directing air support as needed bythe advancing spearhead,
and it was this activity that the cameramen were especially anxious to record.

The 3rd Armawd Division continued its advance, probing and pushing its way to
Paderborn and Usler, pausing a day to teke and clear the strongpoint of Nordhausen,

then east through Sangerhausen and Eiselben. Halle was particularly reluctant to
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and the tanks by-passed it for the Infantry to clean out. By this time the cameramen
had fellen into a routine system of operationa, with Capt. Madsen continuing in the
lead tenke while Sgt. Killorin drove the jeep farther back with the unarmored veh-
jecles. Killorin sometimes arranged for a driver to take over the jeep, whil he rode
in the fourth tank in the column, a medium. On April 13, near the village of Wootin,
the column ground to a stop in order to probe snemy positions. Sgt. Killorin set

up the tfipod of hie camera beside his jeep, and had just started taking telephoto
shot of the action of the lead tanks when the tripod exploded, having been hit by

a sniper's bullet. The bullet ricocheted and ripped into.his shoulder. Thus Jack
Killorin became the second member of this Unit to receive the Purple Heart, Pfc.
Aleen being the first, having had the Purple Heart awarded posthumiously. Killorin
wouldn't mises out on the fighting though, and so mangments were made that he not
be evacuated to a hospital. Medics said the would was a clean ongand that it wouldn't
matter if the slug were not removed at once, so Jack transferred into an easier rid-
ing tank and continued with the advance,

On the night of April 16 the spearhead halted in the village of Thurland, Prevar=-
ing for a jump-off to Wittenburg. As was the custom, the officers and men made theu-
selves comfortable in the houses of the village. Capt. Madsen, Lt. Schnieder and
Sgte. Killerin being the only Air Corps men in the party, chose the same house. The
night was dark bt eventful, for before long a German unit had infiltrated and fierce
hand to hand fighting developed. This was one of the few instances when Air Corps
men have used their weapons o the ground. The house the men were in was attacked

repeatedly, as the photogrpahers crawled from roam to room, firing at silhouettes

outside their windows. Several grenades were thrown in, but with inconceivably good

fortune always exploded in a room just vacated. Germans were killed within a few
feet of the windows, as they crouched along the wall seeking covers It was probably

due to the double factorgtimt of confusion and darimsss that the men were overlooked.

men

With mornign the three Air Forco‘rotirod to tho attic, where they could peer out
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between the broken tiles of the roof and see the condition of the town. It was comp-
letely in German hands. The enomy was busying itself cleaning out the last groups of
Americans scatterred in the various buildings, and in starting and learning the op-
eration of our tanks and vehicles. Further resistance was futile, of course, sc Capt.
Madsen, Lt. Schneider and Sgt. Killorin decided to try to hide until the /imericans
should retake the town., Lt. Schmeider concealed himself upon one of the heavy beans,
while the photogravhers hid in a storage bin. Unfortunately, the original owner of
the house, accompanied by another civilian, came to the attic for some food, and Li.
Schneider, thinking they were discovered, hit the German on the head with the grip
of his pistol. The other civilian fled and of course the alarm was soread that there
were Americans in the house,

1t. Schneider was anxious not to be taken prisoner, and decided to make a run
for a nearby barn. On the way down the stairs, -hough, is was seen that a German
goldier was coming towards the door with a 'burp gun's. Schnieder had used all the
ammmnition in his pistol, but armed with a ca tured Luger, rushed the door, killing
the German on his way out. He was shot as he tried to clear a fence, and died the
following morning.

In the meantime, Capt. Madsen held the ferst German as hostage, making him
understand, finally, that he should tell the German soldiers that the photogravhers
would surrender. This was done and the cameramen were held as prisoners for twenty
two hours, under shellfire, first in a courtyard and then in a basement. Their treat=-
ment as priscners was good, though, exce i for a kick administered to both by a
German soldier. The 3rdi Armored Division sent a task force to rescue the survivors
and prisoners, which fought its was to them, arriving at 2200 hours, 17 April.

Practically all of the photographic equipment and more valuable exposed film

carried was destroyed by the ensmy, but otler than that the cameramen miraculously

came through the experience with few ill effectis. This might be argued by Sgt.

Killorin, who has been trying the cast three months to get QM lmsue of clothes, all
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of which he lost during the incident!

It was necessary of course that Jack be given medical attantion, so the team
drove back to the 365th Fighter Group's base at Fritzlar, and contacted our headquar-
ters. Lt. Ayers picked them up in an A=20 and rdurned Capt. Madsen to Advanced Head-
quarters at Weisbaden, and then flew Jack on to Chantilly, where he was hospital=-
ized on the 25th of April.

This tale of the experiences of camera team #5 may not seem to warrant its
jnclusion in such detail in the Unit history, but is is valuable to show the ex-
periences had by war shotogra‘hers.

The other teams with Armored Divisions were busy too, during Apcril. Capt.
Baglund and Sgt. Stindt left Cologne and followed the Oth Armored Division, catiching
jt ne-r Fritzlar. They were with the spearhead units of the Division during the thr-
ust through the heatt of Germany. Both were awarded the Bronze Star by the Command-
ing General of the 9th Armored Division for their photographic coverage, which ex=-
poiod them to great psrsonal danger. Stindt's knowledge of German language came in
handy on may occasions, once in particular when the two imericans jeeped intc a to'n
to find that it had been bypassed by the tanks, and still had a number of German
troops within it. Ski‘ding to a stop in the town square, Stindt, through fast talk-
ing, convinced the German Colonel there that he should surrender his troops to them
as the American Army was all around them. This the Colonel didl

Capt. Haglund and Sgt. Stindt were with the 0th Armored Division and the 69th
Infantry Division through their drive between the lulde and Elbe rivers. They were
active in helping free some 25,000 Allied FPSs in that area, and on the 24th of April
had the great experience of being the first photographers and first Air Force men
to meet the Russiane. They report an instantaneous party resulted, and the rest of
the Unit are impatiently waiting to see their film, to learn how Vcdka and Kodachrome

mix!
During the same period, Lt. Murphy and Sgt. Kelley, team #6, werd chasing

along " ith the 4th Armored Division, in its advance in the south. All teame on the
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ground hadthe same sort of experiences, felt the rush, rush, of these last crush-

ing weeke of the war. Having corssed the Rhine at Neritz in late March, team?6

stayed with the spearheading units of the 4th Armored all the way into Chemmnitz, where
through agreement with the Rucsians they withdrew west of the city and settled dowm
to an inactive status. Lt. Murphy and Sgt. Kelley returned to Advanced Headquarters
for film, arriving there 28 April, and left the following day to join the 11 Armored

Division,wtich was still active.
Having less excitement during April, the camera teams with the Fighter Groups

were none the less busy. The Groups were constantly moving during this time, it seemed
that main parties no sooner caught up with a group at a newly prep=red base, than
the advanced party would be off for the next move.

Team #2, which was with the 366th Fighter Group at Aech, Belgium only two weeks
then moved to Y-94 at Munster, Germany. Team#3, with Lt. Lindsay amd Sgt. Wolber
left with the 355th Fighter Group when it moved from Y-46 to a splendid base at
Fritglar. There they made routine ground coverage, and sorviced the gun cameras until
operations for the 9th TAC came to a halt during the end of the month. Team #7 moved
with the 2362nd Fighter Group from Etain, France to Y-73 at Frankfurt, where they were
to remain until May lst. Facilities were po'r at Fraffurt, and it took some time for
this group to make themselves comfortable, Toward the end of April this group alsoA
found 1ts work finished in the area in which it had been giving support. This meant
that the work was completed for team #7., The 25th of April, though, team #8, with
Lt. Col. Chothier and Sgt. Davolt, returned with and A-20 from Englend, where they
had been working with the RAF and Bth Air Force, and started photographing P-47
formations and activities with the 362nd Fighter Gréup. Team #7 joined with Team #8
for the rest of April. Team #16, with Sgt. Topjian and Cpl Citron, spent April with
might better be said following it, as on the lst of

the 354th Fighter Group, or it

April it moved from A=98 to R-64 at Mainz, Germany, only to lesp-frog to R-45 at Nur-

enburg about the middle of the month. As with all the Fighter Groups, the 354th wac

having trouble in keeping within reasonable operating distance of rapidly moving
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Lt. Nerpel and M/Sgt. Garabrant took their Lc-? 5?}?. '301'.11 Air Depot Group at
Beawvais, France, where they spent a week in installing cemera mounts, a 35mm moter
driven camera under each wing, and controls in the cockpit. These were ad justable
as to elevation, and made it possible to shoot both forward and backward, while
another camera mounted in the plane itself shot laterally. This wae a very efficient
little cemera ship, and proved itsaIf valuable for purposes of photographing bomb
damage in cities, marshalling yards, destroyed bridgez, etc. As soon a# the install-
ation was complete, they returned to Chamtilly, and from there proceeded to the Rhine
front, where they busily photographed the Rhined cities as they fell, bridges, and
general operations. On 15th April, with a Lt. Stanley as pilot, Lt. Nerpel was flying
very low over the Rhine river, photographing sunken barges, when the plane hit a- low
canle stretched across the river. In spite of a eplit propeller and pieces of cable
wrapped around the wing, they were able to aveid crashing and made a successful lgnd-
ing. After the plane had been repaired, aerial coverage was amie of the Buchenwald
concentration camp. On 22nd April, S/Sgt. Charles R. Cast was transferred into the
Unit from the 173rd Liaison Squadron as a Liaison pilot, and on the 26th, S/5gt.
Francis E. Southey was transferred in, slsc as a Liaiscn pilot. M/Sgt. Garabrant
wes ransferred to the 70th Reinforcement Depot for return to the ZI. Thus the Unit
had pilots for each of its Liaison planes.

Other changee in flying personnel during the month of April were as follows: 2nd
Lt. Robert 5. Ayers was promoted to lst Lt. on the3rd; let Lt. Ostrander was sent
to the ZI for rest and recuperation. Lt. Ostrnader had completed over 50 combat
missions with the 416th Bomb Oroup before joining our outfit.

The two teams with the medium bombers were very busy during April. Team #9
were collecting missions with the 416th Bomb Group Inveders. The team was assigmed -
a special A-26 for its own use. On missione the photo plane ecarried bombs, and at the
IP joined the formation to make the bomb run, but at all other times it could glide

in and about at the photographer's wish, and excellent coverage of the A-26s resulted.

Capt. Browning and Sgt. Voelker were happily working with their favorite air-
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craft and familiar group, the B-26s of the 323rd. On one mission their formation was
attacked by a force of the new jets that had been making the flyers' nervous by their
antics just out of gun renge. The attack was very costly, and both of Capt. Browning's
wing ships were lost. The plane in which he was riding was torn by bullets from nose
to tail, but was able to make it back over the American lines. The Unit's sk held.
It. l'ynes, also a veteran of over 50 E~26 missions, returned from rest leave at home
the 18th of April, and joined team #11 with the B-26s. In less than two months, these
two teams, by flying a great number of missions, were able to film complete coverage
in colaor, of the important part Ninth Bomb Division wae doing in crushing the enemy.
Team #1, dugng April, shotographed the ruins of Cologne, then moved up the Rhine
to Coblenz, covered the laying of protective smoke screens over the liainz bridge, and
were in Frankfurt the morning it fell. Five days were spent in and arounc Frankfurt
making routine cov-'rage of the area. Near Frankfurt a story was made on a Luftwaffe
test pilet who flew a new jet plane, ME 262, to American territory, and landed it
intact. The test pilot waes a Belgian and hadattiempted to escave before. The team
then moved to Kassel, where Lt. Col. Crump became ill, and returned to Advanced Head-
quarters at lLuxembourg. hile there a visit by General of the Armies Arnold was cov-
ered, after which another whirlwind tour visited a number of PV camps, and the mtrocity
cemp at Weimar. Sgt. Yerkel returned to our headquarters and on th: 26ih resumed his
duties as Sergeant Ma jor.

Team 13, T/Sgt. King and Cpl. Iuzena, found that they were a little late for the
V-bomb attacks on Antwerp. It stopped about the time they arrived. After a week in
that area they drove to Luxembourg to work with Major lMack, where they participated
in the Arnold Story. They then opened the new headquarter at Weisbaden, after which
several new stripe being constructed by 9th Engineering Command wae photographed.

The end of A-ril found them on their way back to Chantilly.

Strength of the Unit at this time was 16 Officers and 31 Fnlisted len,
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MAY 1945 History of the 4th AAF Combat Cam era Unit

May saw the climax of the five year struggle in Europe, the end of the war.
The collapse of the German Armies offered types of film coverage never before
available, The very joy of civilians in the capitals of Europe upon learning that
that the war had ended had to be recorded, At last the Unit was photographing things
and people who were neither going to kill or be killed, which was an entirely new
kind of assignment, This was what we had all been hoping and praying for, what all
soldiers had been hoping and praying for, tha® day for which a billion people had
awaited with anxiety and worry wrenched hearts. This was the biggest story the 4th
could ever have,
By the first of May mearly all Nimth Air Force combat activities had ceased.
Noticee appeared in war and briefing rooms, simply stating, "After 2400 hours,
28 April, *X' Group will cease combat operaticns”. The notices really meant 'the
war is over, fellows, you have finished the big job', By the firet of May moet of
the Camera teams with fighter and bomber groups were being called in and sent to
the front, or towards cities in the rear. The last great days were here.

Advanced Headquarters were with the Ninth Air Force Headquarters at Weisbaden,
Germany, and it was from there that the teams were directed, Teams were broken up
and rearranged in May in order to best utilize personnel.

Capt. Haglund end Sgt. Stindt, who as a part of team 5 had been collecting
footage, Purple Hearts, and Bronze Rtars with the 9th Armored and 69th Infantry
Divisione, at last appeared at headquarters at Weisbaden on the 5tk of May with
interesting stories of their experiences. Stindt didn't have much time to relate
them, though, as Major Mack ami he left 6May to Munich and Dachau, where they
spent V-E Day, photographing the sponteneous celebrations of the freed prisoners.
Several days were required to make a complete photographic record of the indescrib-
able conditions in the camp, a most valuable, if unpleasant, assignment, Contin-

uing on through Bavaria, the team made a complete coverage of Hitler's homeand

hideout at the EEACH , which required about five days.
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Two days were spent photographing the ruins of the Nazi shrines in and around
\mich, then badk to Dachmu and on to Headquartess at Weisbaden.

Lt. Murphy and Sgt. Kelley, goneituting team six, had reurned to Weisbaden
from their work with the 4th Armored Division the 28th of April, and on the 29th
they left with a new stock of film to join the 11th Armored Division at Regemsberg.
With this division they passed southeast throught the Austrian Alps, and were
surprised to be in snow storms much of the time. The end of the war found them at .-
Lenz, and as they were only sixty miles from Viemna, they decided to go te that city.
They had not comsidered the Cermen army, though, while making plans, and a few
miles out of Lenz, they ran into it, as it approached in its wild flight to the
American lines, Roads were choked with tahks, truckc, artillery pieces, every
kind of military vehicle and weapon. ILt. Murphy and Sgt. Kelley were unable to
proceed with their plan, but did have a marvelous opportunity to photograph the
armies on their way to lay down their arms,

Lt. Lindsay and Sgt. Wolber closed up shop at Fritzlar and reported to
Headquarters at Weisbaden May 5th. The next morning they started to the Eighth
Corpe area near Chemitz, as it seemed likely that large unite of the German army
would try to escape to the Americeans in this area. In order to have facilities for
aerial coverage, arrangements were made for S/Sgt. Southey and Sgte. Thomas to neet
team number 3 at the field near Altenburg on the first clear day. After checking
through Eighth Corps Headquarters at Zuelenroda it was decided that the 84th Div-
ision would probsbly be receiving the incoming Germans, 80 arrangememts were made
to stay with that Division at Falkenstein. The cameramen were there when the war
ended, Because of shattered communications and disorganization, the German unite
were unable to know that the war was over, but they soen found out when our firing
ceased and tanks with loudspeakers lumbered toward their lines, blaring out the
news. This area, in the mountainous border of Czechelovakia, was rough and beaut-

iful, but roads were narrow and winding, and were soon engulfed with incoming Ger=-
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mans, We had guessed right, they were aveiding the Russians advancing to their
rear by swarming t&ards the American lines. Photographis coverage was made as the
Germans came, individually, and in units, walking, inconvoys of tanks, busses,
trucke, and wagons. Any form of transportation wae utilized in the rush to the
Americans. The photographers went into German territory and photographed the

armed units coming to surrender, then followed them through their disarming and
installation in prison camps., This was an interesting experience, meeting the snemy
we had fought, this time as man to man. Scon there were so many that the Amp rigans
were unable to handle them, and road blocks were put up and machine guns manned in
order to prevent the Germans from forcing their way into our territory. Several
German Generals were put in charge of the prisoners, and orderly camps were
established in grassy meadows.

Fortunately the light held clear and bright during the period of the mass
surrender. The plane was used to ecout out and photograph the large units of
surrendering Germans, and ground coverage would then be made on the same units.
These deys were full of experiences the cameramen will never forget.

ILt. Nerpel, with an L-5 photo plane was working in the area of Noosburg
during the first part of lay, and on the 7th, while photographing the release of
allied prisoners of war, the plane crashed on the take=-off. It was repaired by
S/Sgt. Cet, and later in the month Lt. Nerpel with 5/Sgts. cast and Southey, made
a long L-5 tour which inc'uded making demage records of STUTTGART, REGINSBURG, WEIMAR

MAGDEBURG, BREMEN, HAMBURG, BREMERHAVEN, WILHELNSHAVEN, MUNSTER and ANTWERP, after

which they returned to Bad Kiscengen.

Team number 2 was working with GSAP cemeras with the 366th Fighter Group,
and about May lst they closed up and rdurned to Weisbaden. Team number 7, with
Lt. Jolmson and S/Sg't. lopatin, were working with Lt. Col. Clothier and the 362nd ’

Fighter Group. On 1 May the group moved to R-10 at Illesham, but no combat missione

were flown from this field. On 10th May it moved again, th s time to R-68 at Strau-
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bing. Team 7 returned to Chantilly 18 Mav.

On V-E Day camera teams were busy Phciographing the celebrations of civilians.
in the Cepitals of Europe. On liay 8th and 9th, groups from headquarters at Chantilly
were busy in Faris reocrding the Joy there. About the 1st of May team number 9,
including W/0 Scheuerman, T/Sgt. Childe, and Sgt. Mirabella and Snider, completed
their work with the A-26s and the 416th Bomb Group, and they, with the exception
of Svt. Mir=zbetla, started north to join and cover the activities of the British
21st Army Croup. They fisst went to Antwerp, and arrived at Arnheim on May 7th,
where they heard of the end of the war. The following day they continued on and
contacted a Canadian Unit which was going to push on inte Helland, and leaving
Apeldoorn the next day, they proceeded to Amsterdam. The photographers report
their most vivid memories are of the corwds of millions of welcoming civilians who
lined every road, loading the vehicle with flowers and cheering in their joy of
liberation. Two days were spent in Amsterdam, during which time the cameramen were
able to see the result of the long German occupation. Some of the sights were notr
pleasant, for exapple that of human beings starving in the streets. Fuel was gone,
and civilians had been shot while irying to steal wooden paving blocks from along
tram tracke. From Amserdam team nine went on to Hague, where documentary films were
made of a section of the residential district which was bombed out March 12. Three
thousand civilians had been killed in 12 minutes when RAF bombers had missed their
targets. All transportation in Holland had completely broken down. There was no food
in the cities, and no way to bring it in form the country. People were riding bicy-
cles without tires or with tires made of woed.

At last, though, the stories were completed, and tired cameramen returmed to
Chantilly, or to Weisbaden to leave vehicles and equipment and fly back to Chantilly.
Several of the men had not had a 48 hour pass since before Chriétmas, and aes the
teams ceme in, they were given rests in Paris. There was a feeling of very definite

accomplishment within the group. Their job was finished.
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As of May 17 1945 119,432 feet of Kodachrome and Monopack color film had been ex- -
poaod_for Special Film Project number 186, This was the record of the end of the war.
Also, members of the 4th Combat Camera Unit had flown over 600 combat sorties, =all
but eight members having participated. Air Medal Ribbons are in a class with Good
Conduct Ribbons in the Unit! The many sorties were flown with a loss of two camera-
men, Lt. John L. Smith, who went down in a B-26 while flying vith the 322nd Bomb
Group in February 1944, and Pfc. Byron K. Allen, who lost his life in a parachute
jump from a flak riddled A-20 on 5th of August 1944. Because of the compaétness of
the Unit, these losses were felt bitterly by every member of the Unit; at the same
time all realize that only phenominal luck has held our casualties so low.

After the close of the war all were busy getting ready for the move from Chantilly,
France, to Bad Kissengen, Germany. Capts. Madsen and Scheid flew to Advanced Head=-
quarters at Weisbaden, and there picked up a vehicle, with which they drove to Bad
Kissengen and arranged for a building to serve as the new 4th Headquarters. Capt.
Scheid returned to Chantilly, and Capt. Madsen, with a detail of men, prepared the
new headquarters for the occupancy by the Unit.

On 19 May the Unit was happy when it learnmed of Sgt. Ira O. Welborn's good fortune
in being able to return home. Sgt. Welborn had served as a Photographer, Unit writer
and historian, but while his loss was felt, all were glad that he was at last able to
return to his Mississippi. Authority was SPO 7132, dated 12 May 1945.

Lt. Ostrander wes on témporary duty in the States for a rest and on 13th of May
was dropped from Unit strength, authority being teletype M-297-C, Hg. 9th Air Force.

Perhaps the event of most interest to the 4th Combat Camera Unit during the month
of May was the compilation of adjusted service retings! At last interim scores and
credit values had been announced, and at any time or place a cameraman could be found
mlling over a column of figures marked 'morths gervice', 'Monthe overseas service',
'Air Vedal and clusters', ‘'kids', etc, etc,s Points were the chief, and for a vhile

about the only topic of conversatioAl A steady siream of soldiers was in and out of
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the orderly room , checking, checking, until the Adjutant and the 1lst Sgt. were
counting points in their sleep! At last a list was prepared. All were gratified to
fined that after additional credits would be added, pending awards, battle stars, etc.,

nearly all the men would have at least the necessary eighty-five points. A 1list of the

Enlisted Personnel and their points as of lay 12 followss

Buscaino 8e

Cast 41

Childress 79

Childs 85

Davolt 103

Citron 48

Evans 96

Hurst 45

Killorin 20

Kelley 66

King 75 Nearly all personnel have other awards yet to be
Lopatin 71

Lory 39 added to their score, such as Oak Leaf Clusters,
Luzena 57

Mainzer 68 and Battle Stars.
Merkel 75

Mirsbells g0

Mongini 77

Nelson 81

Rapacz 78

Schadlich 58

Snider T

Stindt 71

Southey 55

Toth 81

Thomas 92

Topjian 86

Voelker 103

Wark 70

Wolber 99

Strength at the end fo the month was 15 Officer and 32 Enlisted Yeme
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LS

June saw a major move of the 4th AAF Combat Camera Unit. The buildings at Bad

gengen, which Capt. Madsen and a crew had spent late May in Meking ready, were

occupied. The move was in three parts. Capt. Vadsen and several enlisted men bfought

first vehicles and equipment from the advanced headqaurters at Weisbaden. The

C=-47 aircraft. Our own A-20s and C-64 brought men and egquipment to their new

« Finally, on the morning of 3 June the last of the Unit departed from Chantilly,
via motor convoy consisting of those vehicles not already at Bad Kissengen. This

y arrived at Bad Kissengen at 1200 hours on the 5th of June.

In spite of the uncertainty of the future, Major Mack decided to set up for
type of photographic operaticns. The task was not a small one. Electric current .
used by the equipment was of three different types, and arrangements were made for all
three to be brought into the building. An excellent projection roon was built in what
had formerly been a photographic studiec. This was constructed as & dual purpose room,
with heavily draped walls which adapted it for sound recording. The projection room
is perhaps the most popular department in the unit, as it is here that rushes are
viewed to see just how the work, or particular orojects, are coming out. In addition
the other regular functional devartments were alloted space and set up, these inc-
luding Orderly rooms, Sur->ly, Transportation, Captioning, Camera Repair and Supply,
day rooms for Officer and “m, 16mm editing and cutting, and film waults constrcuted
in the basements. In addition special film project 186 had a set of offiees in the
same building. Such installations took nearly the whole month of June, as regular
operations often interrupted the worke.

For over a year the Unit had maintained a laboratory detachment with the Olympic
leboratoriee in London. This was convenient while the Unit had been in England, and
wals the only arrangement possible until the commercial laboratories in Paris could

become operational. After that, it was decided that in order to eliminate the ~
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long film courier flights, the laboratory detachment should be moved to Paris.

Arrangements were m:de with the Laboratorie Cinematographic Modern, Rue Pasture,
for the Laboratory processing to be earried on there, and necessary changes were
made for the housing of our film.

Contracts with the Olywmpic Laboratories expired 15 June, 45 and on that date
all the cutting, editing and other equipment, as well as the £ilm library itself,
was moved by two C-47s to Bad Kissengen. This was perhaps the first time complete
motion picture facilities had ever been moved entirely by air, and proved the
feasibility of future complete mobile production units housed in two such aireraft.

S/Sgt. Saeta and Cpl. Moore wers left in London where they maintained the
offices at 40 Upper Brook 5t., London, for the prupose of Liaison with the East-
man Labopatories who were proceseing Kodachrome £ilm for Special Film Project 186.
These men also had additional duties, including searching R.A.F. and other film
1ibrariees for Color film of interest to the same project.

The strong interest in *points' had not abated, and unexpectedly on 9th June,
ihe great day arrivedll A telephone call fom Ninth Air Force Headquarters requested
thet the three enlisted men with the highest Service Rating record be prepared
for transfer to the ZI, The following day. Sgte Davolt, who had a score of 108
points was in England on assignment with Col. Clothier, but he was contacted by
phone and a plane was sent for him. The other twe lucky men., Sgts. Voelker and
Evans, with 118 and 106 points respectively, were soon bueily packing their equipment.
Finally the three were off to the 70th RCD, per authority of par 1, S0 160, off
to home and that long awaited discharge. Naturally the interest in péint scores
was more intemse than ever. Newly announced battle participation credits were
added, and records were rechecked to make certain that all credits had been
counted. A lst of the enlisted men's individual scores as of June 10th is included.

In the meantime, even with a move and the excitement of peints, normal photo-

graphic activities were being carried on. Special Film Project 186 had arranged to
enter Berlin as soon as Americans were permitted there. On the 20th of June, Sgts.
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Kelley, Killorin, Wolber and Thomae were sent to Weimar with officers of SFP 186

for TD with the Public Relations Party, Berlin District, and from there proceeded
to Berlin. There coverage was made of damage, entry of American and British Forces,
etce.

On 4th June Capt. Scheid and Sgt. Stindt went to Munich and other parts of
Southern Bavaria in a search of colored motion picture film showing the various
cities and districts of Germany as they existed before the war, and also like film
showing combat or damage caused by the allies at the time it happened, Broadcaste
were made for such film from Radio Munich. The trip took about three weeks,

On 14th June Lt. Lindesay, T/Sgt. King and Sgt. Killorin went to the Volken-
rode Air Hesearch Institute near Braumsweig, to photograph their installations, as
instructed by teletype from SHAEF. Aerial and ground coverage was mad in motion
pictures and stills, The job required eight days, as there were a great many build-
ings, laboratories, wind <{unnels, etc., where experimental work on all types of
aircraft and jet propulsion and rocket weapons had continued uninterrupted until
a few wecks before the end of the war, In order to insure transportation there, the
trip was made by wehicle, and aerial coverage was completed on a subsequent one

day trip.
On June 20, Capts. Madeen and Knudtson made a trip to the Agfa plant at

Wolfen, Germany y in search of more colorful films showing conditions

in Germany before and during the war., They were successful in finding much film,
and arranging for the acquisition of more later.

The most ambitioue project for June was that of the 26th, when a very com-
plete coverage was filmed of some sixty-four P-47 aircraft of the 371st Fighter
Group, as they practised strafimng and fire bombing of a German village and Pill-
box. Medics, Bomb Disposal and Fire Fighting Units ware on the scene in case of

an accident, but fortunately there were none, and the show netled much good footage.
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10 Juns 1945:

Mirabella
Wolbser
Saeta
Snider
Thomas
Killorin
Childs
Toth
Lopatin
Topjian
Childress
Friedman
Nelson
Rapacz
Merkel
King
Wark
Mainzer
Luzena
Kelley
Stindt
Mongini
Schadlich
Southey
Hurst
Citron
Moore
Cast

Lory
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110
109
98
107
107
105
105
101
101
96
94
o4
21
98
90
85
85
83
82
81
el
T
78
(hd
70
68
55
51
49

+ SECRET

Service Rating Scores, Enlisted Personnel, 4th AAF Combat Camera Unit, as of

Strength at the end of this month was 15 Officers and 29 Enlisted Men,
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HISTORY OF THE 4TH AAF COLBAT CaliEnA WNIT

July 1945

sarly in July tne pressure of photographic duties felt during the preseeding
months began to lessen, Several officers and mem were in Berlin, where tae
footage completing Special Film Project 186 was being filmed, This included
the genergl war damege of thut ares, the formal occupation of the American
Zone by american troops, and later twe arrivel of personnel concerred with
the Allied Conferences being held there,

Upon the completion of the Berlir materizl the personnel of Special Film
Froject 186 returned to Headguarters, 4th AsF Combat Camera Unit, where their
equipment and film was pucked and boxed, From there they returned to the Z.I.
The completion of this project relieved & number of men for normal duties with
tois organization, It &lso ended the necessity for several aircraft and air
and ground crew members, Tne no longer mssentiel men were transferred out of
the orgenization, when possible, to tue Zone of Interior,

On v July, Cept Scheid, Lts Aycrs &nd ueaver, and Sgt Viark flew to the United
Kingdom for e period of temporary duty in London, vhere final disposition of
film snd other matters perteining to our laboreitory there was nade, 4is a
result of engine trouble with the 4-2C aircreft, Capt Scheid returned 13 July
by courier, while the crew members remained to meke repairs--returning with
the aircraft 17 Julye.

Lt Lindecy and Sgt Stindt left 7 July for Keufbeuren, Bavaria, to film & mental
institution which had been continuing questionable practices some weeks after
Allied VUccupation, The reports were found to be exaggerated, but film cover-
age was made cnd tne tio returned 9 July.

On 7 July a photogrephic team cvnsisting of lajor liack, Capt Bowman, 1t Hanlon,
and Sgts. Cast, Childress, andSouthey departed by air for Berlin, to complete
the motion picture coverage there and arrange for the retura ¢f our personnel
on TD in tuet area. On y July S{Sgt Puul R, Sanchez was plafed on TD with
tnis Unit for a peric d of tem deys from HQ & Hq Sqdn, 10th Air Depot Gp.

On 13 July, S/Sgt Charles R, Cast departed emr.ute to join Casual Fool, Tth
Reinforcer ent Depot(AsF) Stn 594, fof return to the Z,I. (par 27, SO 191, Hq
Ninth Air Force dtd 10 July 45). Sgt Cast was one of tue L-5 Liaison Pilots
wno had been working wi.h turee mounted 35mm cameras in his plane, turning
in excepti®nsl results, Critical illness of his moiner was tne reason he was

released first among the pilots,

Jajor liack returned from TD in Berlin on the 15 July, and two days later S/Sgt
Soutney ferried the l=5 Aircraft used by Sgt Cast in Berlin back to Bad Kiss-

ingen-
17 July, oneof tne Unit's expert sound cumeramen returned to the Z,I, for dise

charge because of age. T/5gt Jeres V. King departed emrcute to join the Casual
Fool, 70th Reinforcement Depot(AsF) Stn 385 (par 14, SO 195, Hg, Niata AR)1L Jul L5.

Thus the Lth became weaker us we lost more end more officers and men, 1t seemed
toat some sort of farewell party wes going on every evening, Wwhile tucse return-
ing home we.e snxious to be on their way, and those remuining here were glad far
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the opportunities the o toers hued to get home, there was 8till a definite feeling
of emptyness as one after wnother,..the old friends left, The L4th Combat Camers
is @ small Unite...a special kind of Unit, 4t one time or another everycume hed
worked with everybody else, on some little team photographing & special activity,
Fun, excitement, discomfort, znd deanger hod been shered with these buddies, It
was hard seeing them off, knowing that the *geng" would never be together again,

On 20 July, 2nd Lt Barl 1, Shurmer was essgd and joined the Unit (per 11 SO 199
Hq, Ninth Air Force dtd 18 July 1943)«

Lt Walter A, Vhitehead, thc nevest i-20 pilot, left the organization for tue
362nd Fighter Group on 22 July (par 19 SO 196 Hq, Ninth iir Force dtd 15 July
1945). At the same time the mavigator of his crew, lst Lt Foy R, Weaver, depart-
ed enroutve to join the Casual Pool, 70th Reinforcement Depot, for return to the
z.I. (per 37 SO 199 Hqg, Ninta air Force dtd 18 July 1945). Lt lieaver wes s most
popular meuber of our group of "birdmen”. Because of the reduction of work it
was considered unnecessary to retein more than ome flight crew for A=20"8,

On 25 July, tee Urit's acting First Sergeant, S/cgt Emer H, Merkel, was promoted
to the grade of T/Sgt (S0 10, Hy, 4th Combat Camera Unit dtd 21 July 1945.

Cept Cherles L, Bowsan, the UC-64 Pilot, departed on 28 July to join the Casual
Pucl, 70th Reinforcement Depot (per 17 S0 206 Hg, Ninth air Force dtd 25 July
1945) for return to the Z.I.

On 29 July, Capt Frederic 1, Xnudtson, Technicul Officer who had always been
clocely associsted with the Unit, being in charge of File Editing at its london
end Faris Labs, wes assigned and joined frum Hq & Hq Sqdn (par © SO 207 Hg,
Ninth 4ir Force dtd 26 July 1945).

5/Sgt Frencis E. Soutuey, L-5 liaison pilot, departed on 31 July eanrcute to

join the 112th lieaison Squadron (par 15 SC 207 Hg, Hinth Air Force dtd 27 Jul L5.
Thus our "air force® wec reduced to one pilot, navigetor, and crew chiefs!

On tue same day, Lt Lindsay and Sgt Killorin departed for TD in Paris to cover
the air Exposition being opened by the americen army 4ir Forces there that day
at the Eiffel Towes.
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ISTORY OF THZ 4TH LAF COMBAT CAME A UNIT

Month of July, 1945

Negative

Strength, 31 July 1945. Total Strength: 42

1 ; Enlisted;
Sal'd =
o e jor 1 u/l.a;t 1
Capt 2 T,“bgt z
ist Lt 7 :/bgt "L
2nd L%t | Sgt -‘3
e b | Cpl ©
Pfe )|
Total Offigers 15 Total BN 27
N*ﬁ.’t.‘.'i'
Negative

ative
He“;x. =1lY
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HISTGRY, 4TH ALF COMBAT CA¥ERA UNTIT
AUGUST 1945:

By the first of .ugust the activities of the Lth A.F Combat Camera Unit were
méainly o.-ncerned with preparations to cease normal activities, During July the
personnel had been sharply reduced, and this reduction continued through August,
At tue end of rugust only a skeletcn crew remained,

The color preoject, Specicl Fidm Project 186, had been completed in July., In as
much as it was uncertain how long the Unit would coatinue to functicn, g jor liack
decided thut coverage of important air force activities in tne Theater should
continue in 35mm black and white, Thus small camera teams were assigned various
projects, for example one tean went s.utn to film the Special Services Athletic
activities in tue meets at Nurenburg; another team covered the I & E Program of
the Ninth Air Force; and still another wis given the assiznment of recording the
disposition of cnemy equimpment by the Air Disarment program, Comprchensive
coverage vas made of the ambitious Army iir Forces Exposition held under the
Eiffel Tower, and early in the month the Umit wes off to = good start of again
recurding the activities of thne Miamta air Furce,

While tuese pluns were soon being carried cut, it was not long before factors
arose meking their completion impossible, Inlisted men were being removed from
the Unit in large numbers for return to the Z,I. under the Foint System, Requests
from washington resulted in tne transfer of several officers, Units in tne field
had to be speedily returned in order that tneir rembers be availsble for shipment,
Then orders came thct normul activities would cease, and the Unit would prepsre
for shipment &s a Catagory II Unit (Indirect), 4ll remaining personnel were soon
busy with checking, packing, and disposing of esquipment, Extra vehicles were
turned in, t oBe Lo be reteined were put in best condition, The dete of departure
from this station was to be on/or about 2o August, but the end of the war in Japan
apparently resulted in the Unit's removel from thet snipment number, as we were
informed four days before our scheduled departure, Thus there wes confusiom in
agtivities, but the end of the montn found the few remaining members of the Fourth
ready to go,

On 1 Aug, o jor liack, Capt Scheid, and Lts iyers eand Hanlon flew the Wall Sound
camera to PFaris, in o rder to make sound pictures of tne Air Forces Expcsition,
This project was accomplished and the crew returned 4 august, Sgt Killorin, who
with 1Lt lindsay wus making nocrmal neus reel coverage of the Xxposition, as well
&8 recreational fucilities in Feris, was celled back toc Bad Kissingen om 5 August,
for shipment to tue Stutes,

On 4 August Capt A R, adsen and CL0 C.B.Scheuerman were relieved from éssignnent
wnd departed for Casusl Pool, 70th Heinforcement Depot (A.F) Stn 392 per par 5o,
50 212, Hg, Ninth air Force dtd 31 July 1945--for returan to Z,I, for reassignnent
in accordsnce with @ request from liashington,

4 large group of high point enlisted men departed 6 iugust to join 4LAF/ETO Re-
inforcenent Depot(frov) per par 1 & 2, S0 217, Hq, Ninth Air Force dtd 5 Aug L5,
This group included 1/Sgt Nicholes F. Toth, 5/5gt John Killorin, 5/Sgt Benjamin
Saeta, and Sgts Fasqualle 4, lirabellzs, Sherman J, Snider, William R, Thomas, and
Hobert A Wolber,
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For seveisl months three members of the organization hed been on special temporary
duty with the Field Photo Branch of Office of Strategic Services, They returned to
duty during the first of August: Capt Browning and L1t Hynes on & éugust, and T/Sgt
Cuilds on 7 august,

On & sugust Capt Bro ning, Lt Hynes, and Sgt Stindt departed for Munich to photo-
graph Air Disermament activities tnere, but were recalled to return on the 14th in
order to prepare for shipment,

On $ August our lust remmnent from Berlin reported in from Terporary Duty to Duty.
Sgts Kelly and lopatin had returned by vehicle,

Lt lindsey returned to duty from TD in Paris on 16 August, On the same day T/Sgt
Herold A Childs was released from assignment and transferred to AAF/ETO Rein-
furcement Depot for return to £,I.(par 1 S0 228, Hg, Ninth Air Force dtd 16 Aug LS.
Cpls Harold Citronm and William ¥ ljoore were relecsed from assignment and attached
unassigned to the Casual Fool, AAF/ETO Reinforcement Depot (per 6 SO 225, Hg, Ninth
Air Force dtd 13 Aug L5--for return to the Z,I, for reassigmment,

At this time the 4th AiF Combat Camera Tnit was scheduled for return %o the 2,I, as
& Category II Unit for Indirect Redeployment, and for this reason was to be used as
& vehicle for the return of additionel personnel, 4s a result, on 22 iugust, Cpls
Gerald K Cein and Roy . lann were attached and joined from Hg & Hg Sgdn, Nintn Air
Force, and on 23 iugust, 5/5gt Thomas I Carter, Sgt lorris Levy, Cpls Norris Hobbie,
@nd Cherles R, Wessman were attached and joined from 90th Station Compliment pending
assignment,

Capt Ihilip Browning and 1st Lt Jack T, Hynes, having completed over & tour of
combat rissions, were found eligible for return to the Z,I., on R & R, and on 24 g
they were releacsed from asgnt & atch usasgd to A.F/ETO Reinforcerent Depot(Frov)
ALF Stn 594 (var 19, SO 233 Hq, Ninth iir Force dtd 21 August 1945,

Lt. Robert J, Hanlon vas released from assigament om 2 aug, and atch unassigned to
Casual Fool, i.F/ETC Reinforcement Depot(Prov) par 7, SO 231, Hg Ninth Air Force
dtd 19 Aug 45--for return to the Z,I. on R & H. 4l80 on trnis date Lt william T,
Ewell went on TD to Faris for 3-days to close out the lotion picture film processing
contracts that tnis Orgenization had with L.C.M,.

On 26 August Lt Lindsay end Cpl Mongini departed for Foggia, Italy for purpcses of
film survey of tne Casey Jones Project,
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HISTCRY OF THE 4TH Aa¥ COMBAT CAMEKA INIT

liontn of august, 19.5

Negﬂti'eo

Strength, 31 august 1945, Total Strength: 31

Officers:
la jor 1
Captain 2
l1st Lt. 5
2nd Lt, _1
9

Total Officers
Negative
liegative
Awards to Unit personnel:
BRONZE STAR 1Dl
Vajor Robert S,Mack, (GO
1st Lt Gearge E, Lindsay
S/Sgt Ralph lopatin
Sgt Heury S, Repacz
Sgt lalivine lark

Cpl %ilbur R, Hurst
Cpl Verl E, Luzena

Enlisted:

Total

153,I, Hq, Ninth

LS L

~IR MiDiL, 1st OQak Leaf Cluster

T/Sgt 1
S/Sgt 4
et 8
Cpl 7
Pfe i
BN 22

lst Lt, George E, Lindsay, (par 6, G.O, 159, Hg
dtd 11 August 1945)
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«ir Force dtd 5 aug L5)

G.0, 163, 1, Hq, Ninth Air Force
dtd 20 August 1945

Ninth 4Air Force
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ELSDORY OF THE ,TH AAF OQMBAT Qabiisis WNIT

Montk of Gectober 1945

le Orgsnizational Changes: Negative
2. BStrength, 31 Tstober 1945 Total Strength: 43

Officers: Enlisted Men:
M jor i N/Sgt
st s 1 /gt
§/s¢t
Total O. 5 Sgt
Gpl
Pfec
Pvt

@ meﬁﬁvm

Total EM

3« Movemsntas Negative
4e Lossess Negative

5S¢ Awards to Unit Personnel: Negative
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donth of November 1945

l. OQOrganizationrl Chan es: None

2e OStrength, as of 1l November 19,5% Total Strength: 47

Officers: Enlis ted Men:

it Col 2 M/sgt 1

& jor 6 T/8gt 2
Qapt 3 5/3gt 4

1st Lt 1 St 15

2nd Lt 5 Cpl 1l

13 Pfe 1
34

3+ Movements: Unit scheduled to depart -on 14 Nov 1945 for
Cadais Steging Area, hMarseille, France for
Return to ZI for Demobilization, Unit
departed 2a vehicle unit 50% overstrength
in Category IV per Movement Urder RE739%=SS,

4e ILosses: Negative

3+ dwards to Personnel: Negative
ry

* Strength at time of departure from Station, Hg, Ninth Air
force, Bed Kissingen, Germany.
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