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Wilbur Jacob Derr was born to Jacob and Mary Derr in Tamaqua, 

Pennsylvania on July 9, 1921. He enlisted in the Army Air Corps on 

August 4, 1941 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. By August 21, 1943, 

then S/Sgt Derr was assigned to the 730th Bomb Squadron as an 

airplane Crew Chief  and training at Camp Rapid, Rapid City, South 

Dakota.

The Smokey Liz II, B-17 Aircraft  that WIlbur Derr flew on.



The Derr Brothers in the military: Wilbur, Frederick and Lester

Wilbur J. Derr, 1941

Article in the Tamaqua local newspaper of   
Sgt Derr on leave



Wilbur Derr attended basic training in Camp Meade, which is now 

Fort Meade,  in Maryland. He graduated Army Air Corps Technical 

School in airplane mechanics, February 1942 at Chanute Field in Ill. 

He was then assigned to Ranolph Field Texas.



8th Air Force

730th Bomb Squadron

452 Bomb Group 

Patches from the groups Derr 

was assigned to at Camp Rapid, 

Rapid City, South Dakota.

As of  August 21, 1943, Wilbur J. Derr was assigned as an orginal 

member of  the 730th Bombardment Squadron. The documenta-

tion below is the Personnel Roster for the 730th Bombardment 

Squadron, 452nd Bombardment Group at Camp Rapid, Rapid City, 

South Dakota. 



During World War II, Wilbur Derr was stationed at Deopham 

Green airfield in England. He, with the 452nd Bomb Group were 

assigned there in January of  1944.  

Deopham Green was built in 1943 for the USAAF. It served as a 

base for the US 8th Army Airforce’s strategic bombing campaigne 

in Europe. Deopham Green is located approximately 5.5 miles 

south west of  Wymondham, between Hingham and Great Elling-

ham, England. Fully equipped with B-17 Fortresses, the airfield was 

constructed for heavy bomber use and was occupied by the 452nd 

Bomb Group. Combat operations began in February of  1944. In 

addition to strategic missions, the 452nd also flew missions in sup-

port of  ground forces. This included aiding in the preparation for 

the invasion of  Normandy by bombing airfields, V-weapon sites, 

bridges, and other objectives in France. The group flew a total of  

250 missions from Deopham Green during the war and lost 110 

bombers in this time. The base has since been reverted to agricul-

tural use, however a memorial and dedication plaque remains.

The main gate of  the Deopham Green Air Base in England The control tower at Deopham Green Airfield

B-17 flying over Deopham Green Airfield



Deopham Green Air Field, 1946

Plaque at Deopham Green dedicated to the 452nd Bomb Group



During his time in service, Wilbur maintained a romance with his 

sweetheart, Mildred Yanicheck. They met in Pennsylvania before 

he enlisted with the Air Corps. Above are a couple of  the photos 

Wilbur sent back to her during their time apart.



Another photo Wilbur Derr sent to 
Mildred of  him in his flight jacket.



News article of  Wilbur Derr Tamaqua local newspaper – Sgt. Derr keeps 
them flying

News article of  Wilbur Derr, ground crew chief



Wilbur Derr (bottom , right) together with other ground crew members

Wilbur’s application to the 452nd Bomb group association after the war but this tells 
in his words what missions he flew on.



Wilbur (left, top row) with the crew of  the E-Rat-icator



Wilbur Derr (right) with a crew mem-
ber by the B-17 Punched Fowl



B-17 with its crew, unknown names

B-17 in flight

The Punched Fowl and unknown crew members



On the September 11, 1944 , Wilbur Derr flew on a mission to 

bomb oil refineries in Chemnitz. They continue on to land in the 

USSR. Because of  this mission, he was awarded a medal from the 

Russian government.

Below are from documents of  the combat missions Derr flew on 

with the 730th Bomb Squadron and 452nd Bomb Group. 

Mission March 15 1945, Wilbur Derr flew on Smokey Liz II, B-17 (pictured 
above) to Oranienburg.

 September 11, 1944 flight to Chemnitz

March 15, 1945 flight to Oranienburg.



Wilbur Derr’s separation papers



Wilbur Derr’s separation papers Wilbur Derr’s honorable discharge from active duty



Wilbur Derr’s discharge from reserves



A little over two years after his 

honorable discharged from 

active duty, Wilbur Derr and 

Mildred Yanicheck were mar-

ried on  January 17, 1948. They 

settled in Coatesville, PA where 

they raised three children, 

Virginia, Robert and Thomas. 

Wilbur and Mildred celebrated 

54 years of  marraige together.



After his discharge from the 

Army Air Corps, Wilbur Derr 

became a Trooper in the Penn-

sylvania State Police until his 

retirement in 1973.

He also continued to serve 

in the Air Force Reserves Air 

Police until 1961.

Wilbur Derr in Air Force Reserves as Air Police



Wilbur J. Derr’s obituary.

 Wilbur Derr with Josh Newcomer (nephew in forground) and Charles Newcomer 
(climbing) into B-17 nine O nine






