KEEP ‘EM FLYING

Wilbur J. Derr

Army Air Corps « 452™ Bomb Group
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The Smokey Liz 11, B-17 Aircraft that W1lbur Derr flew on.

Wilbur Jacob Derr was born to Jacob and Mary Derr in Tamaqua,
Pennsylvania on July 9, 1921. He enlisted in the Army Air Corps on
August 4, 1941 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. By August 21, 1943,
then S/Sgt Derr was assigned to the 730th Bomb Squadron as an
airplane Crew Chief and training at Camp Rapid, Rapid City, South
Dakota.



Wilbur J. Derr, 1941

The Derr Brothers in the military: Wilbur, Frederick and Lester
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. Staf Sergeant Wilbur J. Derr, son
oft d Mrs. Jacob Derr, 22 East
Elm. , returned to camp at

Rapld City, 5. D, where he is a
crew chief on a B-17 bomber after
spending a furloughéwith his par-
ents, He entered the service Aug-

ust 4, 1041, J

Article in the Tamaqua local newspaper of
Sgat Derr on leave




Wilbur Derr attended basic training in Camp Meade, which is now
Fort Meade, in Maryland. He graduated Army Air Corps Technical
School in airplane mechanics, February 1942 at Chanute Field in Il1.

He was then assigned to Ranolph Field Texas.
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As of August 21, 1943, Wilbur J. Derr was assigned as an orginal
member of the 730th Bombardment Squadron. The documenta-
tion below is the Personnel Roster for the 730th Bombardment
Squadron, 452nd Bombardment Group at Camp Rapid, Rapid City,

South Dakota.
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L5S2ND BOMUBARDMENT GROUP (H)
. Ommp Rapid, Repid City, South Dekota
' T As fo midnight 21 luewet 1903
ROSTER OF OFFIORRS
Ly
m, Edward A. : 8q. Ex, Officer
Hayes, Ralph B, Jr, : 5q. Commandar
Edaunson, W,.F, L : . Fls Surgeon
Hall, Thouas , 9. Comm, Officer
Wirt, Dain . ’ . 5q, Opsrations Officer
2nd LTS, ‘
oir Donald 0, .
e Robert ¥, Sqr Bngioeer
Oanne, w . 8q. Bombardier
S S
Jaresbinsky, Joha Jr. Sa, Arhieaecy Offiosraer
Valls, J He . t Commander "A" Flight
Garlson, Oarl O, ~ 5qe Intelligence Orficer
. - ROSTER OF EM '
1st Sergeant -
& i .
Gotten, Kdgar E, 1st Sergeant
MASYER SERQEANT )
Morsves, Charlss Alrplans Line Chief
TECHNIOAL SERIEANTS S
* Kirner, Joseph E. Alsplone Orew Ghief
Rivers, Mamasl . Bombaight Usohanio
730th Bomb Squadron STAYT SERORANTS |
ﬁ :-"‘
ADAMS, IRA R, Photo Lab Ohdef’
Patches from the groups Derr w mh:- 8, . . ' ' !n'luhuu
was assigned to at Camp Rapid, m Tven g‘ ’ . _ ' mﬂﬂ_ﬂ- m‘r Ohief

Rapid City, South Dakota.




The main gate of the Degpham Green Air Base in England

During World War II, Wilbur Derr was stationed at Deopham
Green airfield in England. He, with the 452nd Bomb Group were
assigned there in January of 1944.

Deopham Green was built in 1943 for the USAAF. It served as a
base for the US 8th Army Airforce’s strategic bombing campaigne
in Burope. Deopham Green is located approximately 5.5 miles
south west of Wymondham, between Hingham and Great Elling-
ham, England. Fully equipped with B-17 Fortresses, the airfield was
constructed for heavy bomber use and was occupied by the 452nd
Bomb Group. Combat operations began in February of 1944. In
addition to strategic missions, the 452nd also flew missions in sup-
port of ground forces. This included aiding in the preparation for
the invasion of Normandy by bombing airfields, V-weapon sites,
bridges, and other objectives in France. The group flew a total of
250 missions from Deopham Green during the war and lost 110
bombers in this time. The base has since been reverted to agricul-

tural use, however a memorial and dedication plaque remains.

The control tower at Deopham Green Airfield

B-17 flying over Deopham Green Airfield
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Plague at Deopham Green dedicated to the 45 2nd Bomb Group
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During his time in service, Wilbur maintained a romance with his
sweetheart, Mildred Yanicheck. They met in Pennsylvania before
he enlisted with the Air Corps. Above are a couple of the photos

Wilbur sent back to her during their time apart.




Another photo Wilbur Derr sent to
Mildred of him in bis flight jacket.




 Sgt. Wilbur J. Derr
Is Ground Crew Chief

An Eighth AAF Bomber Station,
England—As ground crew chief,
Technical Sergeant Wilbur J. Derr.
22, of Tamaqua, Pa, is making an
Important contribution 1o the sue-
cess of Eighth AAF bombing at-
tacks on Nazl targets.

The continuing and mounting as-
ssults by Eighth AAF Flying Forts
resses on Hitler's occupied Europe
could never be ecarried out if it
were not for the skill of the ground
crew .mechanics In restoring the
battle damaged Forfresses to opara-
tional status and mainfaining them
In tip-top. condition. 1

Ar ground creir chief, Sgt Derr
has charge of all the repair and
maintenance work on his Fortrezs,
He sees to it that the gas tanks are
filled, thal the eoxygen system
warks properly and the engines are
running perfectly. He assigns other
ground crewmen to° repair any
damage that the Fort might have
received in gun-and-cannon diels
with Luftwaffe fighters five miles:
In the sky above military and in-

R s dustrial targets in'Germany and the
Technical Sergeant Wilbor J. Derr, 22, son of Mr. and Mrs. oecipied countries of Europe,
Jacob Derr, 22 East Elm strect, is shown woerking on an engine When the ghips are abiout dus to
of one of the many huge Flying Fortresses at an Eighth Air rétiirn from their mizeion, the crew
Force Bomber Station in England. As a crew chief, It is Sgl. Derr's chlef and his men go out on the
duty to keep the planes in his care in perfect mechanical condi- {line and start “sweating out” the
tion in order to efficiently bomb the industrial targets in Naxi |return of their Fort As soon as

B % the ship lands the sergeant makes a
Europe, Sgt. Derr enlisted at Philadelphia on August 4, 1941 and thovough inspection and starts the
received basie training at Camp Meade, Md. Prior (o his enlist- leng round all over agaln.
ment he was a truck driver for the Tamaqua Produce Company. Son of Mr, and Mrs Jacebh Derr,
He is engaged to Miss Mildred Yanichek, 245 East Ridge street, of 22 East Elm etreet, Tamaqua,
Lansford. (Official U. 5. Army Pholo) Penn., Sgt. Derr prior to his entry

P into the AAF In August 1841, vork-
ed for the Tamagua Produce Com-

News article of Wilbur Derr Tamaqua local newspaper — Sgt. Derr keeps pany In Tamagua.
; A T L S T
them flying

News article of Wilbur Derr, ground crew chief
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Wilbur’s application to the 452nd Bomb group association after the war but this tells
in his words what missions he flew on.

Wilbur Derr (botton: , right) together with other ground crew members



Wilbur (left, top row) with the crew of the E-Rat-icator

E-Rat-Icator: Since the goal of this crew, and the Allies in
general, was to eradicate Hitler and his Nazi regime, they
chose the name and nose art which depicted a showering
bomb aimed at hitler depicted as a rat. This was the only
original 452nd Bomb Group plane to never be taken out of
service due to enzmy action and return home after the War.
I'he original pilo} was Jack Mitsch. Plane #42-39970.



Wilbur Derr (right) with a crew mem-
ber by the B-17 Punched Fowl



The Punched Fowl and unknown crew memnbers

B-17 in flight



On the September 11, 1944 , Wilbur Derr flew on a mission to
bomb oil refineries in Chemnitz. They continue on to land in the
USSR. Because of this mission, he was awarded a medal from the

Russian government.

Below are from documents of the combat missions Derr flew on

with the 730th Bomb Squadron and 452nd Bomb Group.

Mission March 15 1945, Wilbur Derr flew on Smokey Liz 11, B-17 (pictured

above) to Oranienburg.

¥ rﬁ--.-'rfﬁf.lto;, AR ,.';'
£P BALDVIH;

¥ HORR

& iﬁi-»_t“ar‘f

P Lxidwell, hdc
iy "‘:—&M‘“ Ry Failers
T

oy 3’;’9 ‘kﬁ: h e ?3?3

Ak 5-‘ ;Eb;rﬁnr:.. alel \,ﬂ."u}uv

]
11'1}_TL|“|-‘1. i Lt!t .451'
{_1'! i"‘i‘&t}l.\._ N ﬁm
LO@ N, ADLT

Ty m.l..t.-ﬁ; ke du.. _
Co RO FEGIL, hh’...a.-:-‘x T :;’f:l',
BT .E}":jﬁﬁﬁ, WILLISM J.
CNG SPEKHER, VBl 4. u,«fﬂ‘-'_”'
TG TOMAC, PETER J. .
X DEER, WILEBAR J.

September 11, 1944 flight to Chemnitz
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March 15, 1945 flight to Oranienburg.
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ENLISTED~ZECORD AND REPORT OF B=2ARATION
HONORABLE DISCMARGE
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Wilbur Derr’s separation papers Wilbur Derr’s honorable discharge from active duty
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Wilbur Derr’s discharge from reserves



A little over two years after his
honorable discharged from
active duty, Wilbur Derr and
Mildred Yanicheck were mar-
ried on January 17, 1948. They
settled in Coatesville, PA where
they raised three children,
Virginia, Robert and Thomas.
Wilbur and Mildred celebrated

54 years of marraige together.
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After his discharge from the
Army Air Corps, Wilbur Derr
became a Trooper in the Penn-
sylvania State Police until his

retitement in 1973.

He also continued to serve
in the Air Force Reserves Air

Police until 1961.




Wilbur Derr with Josh Newcomer (nephew in forgronnd) and Charles Newcomer
(climbing) into B-17 nine O nine

Wilbur J. Derr of Coatesville

Wilbur J. Derr, 80, of
Coatesville, died Wednesday,
May 15, 2002, at Brandywine
Hospital.

He was the husband of Mil-
dred M. Yanicheck Derr, with
whom he shared 54 years of

marriage.

He was born in Tamaqua,
the son of the late Jacob and
Mary Derr.

He served in the U.S. Army
Air Forces as a flight engineer
on a B-17 during World War II.

He retired as a corporal in
the Pennsylvania State Police
in 1973.

He was the director of trans-
portation for the Chester
County Intermediate Unit and
retired in 1985.

He was a member of Our
Lady of the Rosary Church.
He was a grand knight for

‘Knights of Columbus Council
| 3286 and a member of the
' fourth . He was an ac-
| tive volunteer for the Boy
Scouts of America for many

Wilbur ]. Derr’s obituary.

years.

In addition to his wife, he is
survived by two sons, Robert
E. Derr of Myrtle Beach, S.C,,
and Thoms F. Derr of Hew
Hope; a daughter, Virginia D.
Newcomer of Lancaster; two
sisters, Elizabeth N:.fﬁerg of
Harrisburg, Ill., and Jane
Gouldner of T&maq!.m.; a
brother, Lester Derr of Lewis-
burg; and seven grandchil-
dren.

A Mass of Christian Burial
will be 10:30 a.m. Monday,
May 20, at Our Lady of the
Rosary L‘hurci'n, 80 S. 17th St.,
Coatesville. Calling hours will
be § a.m. to 10 a.m. Monday at
the Harris-Mountain Funeral
Home, lgig East Lincoln

way, Coatesville.
mlgﬁrial will be in Philadel-
phia Memorial Park, Frazer.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Coatesville
Catholic School Campaign,
605 East Lincoln Highway,
Coatesville PA 19320,









