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3670 FIGHTER SQUADRON HH /mm
Lrmy &ir Foree Station F - 373 |
AP0 637 Us S.lm;y

25 December 1943,

Narrative History of 367tk Fighter Squadrom

The 367th Fighter Squadron wes activeted 1 Jenuery 1943 at Richmond
Army Air Base, Rickmond, Virginia. At $his time a cadre of j Officers and
57 Enlisted Men formed the nucleus of the crganizstiom, one of thrse Squsdrons
of the 350ih Fighter Groups The original officers werep

lat Lt. DONALD A YOWNGLAS, Commending Officer
1st Lte FELIX &« FRAZIER, JR,, Operations Officer
1st Lt, AVDREN Je MALATESTA, supply Officer

2nd Lt. HARVEY (MI) HALL, A4 jutant

During the period 1 January = 20 Lpril the organizstiom concentrated
Pirat om individusl ground treining, stressing rhysicel fitpness, and later on
technical proficiency at the assigned jobss Meny men attended verious sdvanced
schools during this pericd; the crgemization wes brought up prag¢tically to full
strength by this time, An alert detachment was transferred to Bolling Field,
Washington, D«Ca during this periode

On 20 April, the orgenizetion moved to Camp Springe fmy Air Base, Washe
ington, D Ces where operationsl treining was continued. At the time this
Squadron went to Cemp Springs the field was brand new, & station complement
having moved on the field only two dayas jreviously. The Squadrcn becsme &
corps of engineers for all practical purposes, working upon the improvement
of its area, since tke field was not yet operational, snd flying persomnel

- were with the eleri dstachment at Bolling Field. Things devfloped gquiekly,
and by the time the alert detachment re joined the organizatiom (7 Mey, 1943)
living and working conditions cn the fisld were excellente '

On 29 May 1943 the 367th Pighter Squadron moved to Millwille Army Air
Base, Millville, New Jersey, for the purpose of receiving gunnery training,
the final phase of Operational Training.

Oz 6 June a plane crashed on take=off, m&uadmﬁ first crash since
the time of sctivaiion, and the Squadrons record of hours was broken, The
pilot escaped with very minor injuriess :

On 16 June this Squadron moved to Philadelphie Army Air Base, Philadel~

phie, Pennsylvenié, cperational training wes completed during the orgenizatiods
stay at this bases
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367TH FIGHTER SGUADRON

Army Air Force Station F-157 o
APO 638 . 8.
Mission Ne. 1 U- S. 49914 order No. 20% 9
December 20, 1943 Credit 2 sorties
Flights:
White Lt Col Wells Yellow Ma jor Younglas
Lt Perry Lt Pousette
Lt Schilke Lt Van Cott =
Lt MeCabe Lt Wiersema
Red Lt Spristsma Blue Capt Frazier
Lt Ballinger Lt Voorhees
Lt Ognisty Lt Pedigo
Lt Wilson Lt Fautt

Spares: Lt Siegel
Lt Besach

The squadron provided penetration support for the Second Task
Force of the BC which was attacking Bremen. Flying as in-
dicated above they took off at 104l. TFlying as briefed they
mede landfall at the center of Tessel Island. R/V with the
bombers at 1128 hours and 27,000 feet altitude. They left the
bombers at the designeted time and left the enemy coast at

114 hours, just north of Alkmeer. Altitude was about 26,000
feet. Two lie 109s were seen off the east coast of Tessel and
approximately four fursts of flak were observed over Tessel
Island. On the way home the squadron sighted a B~24 which ex-
ploded in vicinity of 52 degrees 28 minutes N - 2 degrees

23 minutes Bast. No chutes were seen. We had one ship abort
because of supercharger failure. There were very thin clouds
after leaving the English coast, about 5/10 for fifty miles on
set course, it increased to 10/10 on course. Over the continent
there were broken clouds, about 4/10 with good visibility. The
squedron landed at 1225 hours. Lt Ballinger was the aborter,
turning back just past mid~-channel.
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Mission No, 2 Field Order No. 206
December 21, 1943 Sweep. Credit 1 sortie
Flights:
White Lt Col Wells Yellow Capt Frazier
Lt Perry Lt Pedigo
Lt Sprietsma Lt Peterson
Lt Ballinger Lt Arnold
Red Major Younglas Spare Lt Pousette
Lt Voorhees
Lt Siegel
Lt Fautt

The squadron, flying as indicated above, took off at 1123
hours to provlide medium bomber escort into France. Flying
close to the Engllsh coast most of the way, they then went
due east making landfall near Caysux at 1203 hours about
20,000 feet. This being a general area support, they did not
maﬂe rendezvous with the bombers, nor were they sighted. They
circled around Amiens and then came home. They left the
enemy coast near Biville at 1218 hours and altitude about
19,000 feet. They did not use belly tanks on this mission
and could not stay in too long. There were 3 Lie 109s sighted
about & miles southwest of Amiens in the sun. The visibility
was good and there were low scattered cumulus clouds over the
continent, about 3/10. A light haze about 30 miles in. R/T
reception was good. The squadron landed at 1317 hours. Lt
Voorhees was listed as NYR as he ran low on gas and landed at
Halesworth at 1315. He phoned Operations and after gassing
up returned to the bdase.
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Spares: Lt Pedigo
Lt Bedford

release.

Mission Wo. 3 Field Order No. 207
December 22, 1943 Credit -~ 2 sorties
Penetration Support
Flights:
White Major Szaniswski Yellow Ma jJor Younglas
Lt Voorhees Lt Waters
Lt Sprietsma Lt Van Cott
Lt Ballinger Lt Wiersema
Red Lt Schilke Blue Capt Frazier
Lt McCabe Lt Perry
Lt Pool Lt Ognisty
Lt Schneider Lt Wilson

The squadron, flying as indicated above took off at 1207 to
provide penetration support for heavy bombers attacking Munster.
Flew course as briefed to vieinity of Egmond, arriving at 1255
hours at 29,000 feet. Bombers could not be seen so squadron
continued on course and made a 180 degree turn in the vicinity
of Oldebrock, and came out along route to be followed by
bombers going to target. No bombers were observed. Landfell
out in the vieinity of Egmond at 1320 hours at 27,000 feet. A
course of 280 degrees flown back to base. Bombers and fighters
were observed to north of squadron on way home over the North
Bea between an altitude of 24,000 to 28,000 feet. Streaky
patches of cirus clouds at 20,000 feet. Thin, spotty clouds
between 20,000 feet and 25,000 feet. Visibility of the clouds
was excellent, both horizontally and vertically. Persistent
contrails between 19,000 and 20,000 feet. R/T good. Red
Flight bounced a B-24 about 30 miles off English coast at an
gltitude of 16,000 feet. The squadron landed at 1410 hours.

Lt Sprietsma aborted off enemy coast when belly tank failed to
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Mission No. L Field Order No. 209
December 2L, 1943 Area Support
Flights:
White Major Younglas Yellow Major Wertenbaker
Lt Perry Lt Peterson
Lt Van Cott Lt Ognisty
Lt Wiersema Lt Wilson
Red Lt Sprietsnma Blue Capt Frazier
Lt Ballinger Lt Beach
Lt Pedigo Lt Schilke
Lt Rueschhoff Lt Pool
Spares: Lt Col Wells
Lt MeCabe
Lt Arnold

Our squadron took off at 1251, flying the above indicated

to provide general ares support for medium and large bombers
around St Omer. Major Jones, who was leading the Group, had
to abort because hils radio would not receive. He aborted

just before the Group made landfall. Lt Col Wells, who wes
flying as one of our spares, took over and they made landfall
a little south of the set course, going directly over Dunker-
gue and running into a heavy and accurate barrage of flak.

Ons flight had to take evasive action. The time was 1325 and
the altitude about 24,000 feet. The squadron proceeded in-
land meking a sweeping turn to the left, and approached Lille,
where AA fire was observed to be of the barrage type and was

to the front and low. A turn was executed and the squadron
proceeded to St Omer where again barrage type flak was sighted;
the planes flew around this. Southeast of St Omer approximate-
ly eight bogies were observed patrolling at an sltitude of
30,000 feet. The squadron circled around St Omer and then
proceeded out of enemy territory making landfell slightly west
of Calais at 1422 at an altitude of 23,000 feet. One pilot
observed a factory type building to explode in the wvicinity

of 8t Omer. Heavy, accurate fire of flak was observed over
Calais and appeareé to be of the barrage type. One large red
burst was seen slightly below and to the left of our formation.
The squadron, with the exception of Lt Wiersema, landed at 1L55.
Lt Wiersema with his gas supply running low landed at Nartle-
sham Heath and after calling had his plane gassed up and re-
turned to base. Thers were scattered clouds, about 2/10 around
12,000 feet. The visibility was unlimited. R/T reception was
very good.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

Pl U T

Mission No. 5 Field Order No, 210
December 30, 1943 Penetration Support
Flights:
White lMaJor Younglas Yellow Capt Frazier
Lt Pousette Lt Waters
Lt Perry Lt Van Cott
Lt Arnold Lt Fautt
Red Lt Sprietsma Blue Lt Schilke
Lt Ballinger Lt McCabe
Lt Voorhees Lt Pool
Lt Bedford Lt Schneider

Spares: Lt Peterson
Lt Pedigo

Patrol: Lt Ognisty
Lt Slegel

The squadron took off at 1020 with Major Younglas leading.

The target for the heavies today is Ludwigshafen, and we are
acting as penetration escort. The squadron made lendfall in
at Graveslines at 26,000 feet at 1102, and continued on course
to Roye. Lt Van Cott had trouble with hls belly tank, which
failed to release, and Lt Peterson flying as a spare, took
over his position. At Roye Major Younglas executed a left
turn and continued on the course as briefed to the vicinity
of Liart where another left turn was made. The squadron not
seeing the bombers turned for home following the course, and
making lendfall out west of Ostend. R/T reception throughout
the mission was good and visibility was excellent. Low
stratus clouds were observed over the continent at 15,000

to 20,000 feet, from Lille on in. All planes returned to base
landing at 1230. Slight damage was done to Lt Voorhees

plane when it was hit by flak in the vicinity of St Omer.

pra—
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Mission No. 6 Fileld Order No. 211
December 31, 1943 Penetration, Target, and
Withdrawal Support
Flights:
White Lt Col Wells Yellow Major Younglas
Lt Beach Lt Rueschhoff
Lt Van Cott Lt Sprietsma
Lt Siegel Lt Bedford
Red Lt Ognisty Blue Lt Schilke
Lt Wilson Lt Schneider
Lt Perxry Lt Pool
Lt Fautt Lt Pousette

Spares: Lt Voorhees
Lt Arnold

Sixteen planes led by Lt Col Wells took off at 1037 to provide
penetration, target and withdrawal support to heavy bombers at-
tacking Paris. MajJor Younglas led the second section of the
squadron. Lt Bedford aborted over the fleld just prior to the
time that the squadron set course, and he was forced to return
to base due to 0ll leaks. The squadron flew as briefed and made
lendfall in in the vicinity of St Valery at 27,000 feet. R/V
with bombers was made on schedule in the vieinity of Yerville

at 27,000 feet at 1132. The bombers were escorted over Paris
where heavy barrage type flak was encountered which was accurate
for altitude. One B-17 was observed to be hit by flak and ex-
ploded southeast of Paris. Lt Sprietsma on becoming separated
from his flight prior to reaching the target escorted a stragg-
ling B-17 to the target area where he was forced to withdraw
due to low fuel supply, and Joined a flight of P-47s led by
Major Wertenbaker. The squadron withdrew without encountering
e/a, and made landfall out in the vicinity of Ault at about 1250.
Planes were scheduled to refuel at Manston, but due to low gas-
oline supply, nine planes landed at Manston, and the remainder
were scattered at various points elong the southeast coast. Lt
Beach crash lended at Tertenden without injury to himself. Lt
Ognisty crash landed at Bexhill and was seriously injured. Lt
Fautt crash landed at Gravesend and sustalned serious injuriles.
The squadron with the exceptions of Lts Beach, Ognisty, Fautt
and Siegel, who stayed at Manston, landed at Lelston at 1340.
Visibility over the channel was abproximately three to five
miles. Over the continent there were 4/10 clouds, and visibil-
ity was good.
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