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C » head for the Russinan
1in0a, ' O &  teke = heerding of 90 degrees.
The Tiro s "ut nww; ﬂnﬂ thq “ia“ vy ~per~t~r end top gunner hed
thr''m 2%t everything they crlc the t w urnine. The bonbardic:r's
gl~ss R~d bssn bl~wn ~ut by ilac crncussi~on, ~nd the -ir rushing
tH1r-ugh the huge hole probably helpcd blew cut the firc below the
f1i+ht deck., Theé enenilet corlled Bluc Lo~der to toll hinm we were
hending £~r Fussl-e Therc wns n» cnswer, The sct noy n°t hove becn
wnrkline 28 the 1o 1°“n trepnsnitter ~nd the nickey scts were shattercd,

I scnt tha top guaner to cheeolt the gs, nd he scld the
gl-ss tybes -~n the gruge werc broken, rlsc th 2 eatwnlk wis gll
th~t w:s hrlding the ship togethure The nlex ‘nurnter snid 1t was
{~mnssiblec t- rolense tho bonbs es the A-2 rolo scs were blown cff
end the shacklos wers twisted nnd dist-rt.od., Niclkly rlso scld he hed
ecloesed the nraing wire froa the shreklos.,

ws w.re eluaring the erstern suburbs of Berlin, and I know

¢ wruld be i7c seible t~ 1lond the ship, but wns trylng t> goct 20ress
the linzs ¢ & .11 ~ut the erew. !¢ were n'w et 11,000 feet 1osing
nltitude <t =2b~ut 800 fecet » minute, We know wo w'uld have t~ hold
whrt cltituce we e~uld bef-re er2ssing the liucs, 1 turncd the supere
eh rasy t- #10 nogiti>n nnd had cll throttles full T rward. The COo=-
pil~t pintca t° §2 m-nif~1d pressurc which re~d 84". I moved the
thr~ttle beck then I rward nn3 nprorently the g uge wos functlinning
or'oerly. I left it there for sbout flve —mlnutos, 8 wWC wero er-esing
the bottle line. 4Lt this sotting #1 *rrif 1& pressure was rending

b ut 28", #3 « 17", »néd #4 -« 10", I think wv were getting full power

fro #2 cnglne, ¢ 1ittle fron #1, ead none fron #3 and #4, It wes

v.ry Giffic ult t> heald the shilp strri ht. Ay lbft Jeg feolt doad end
witk~ut t*c on=-pllnt's help, we could not have nede 1t,

An Me-109 then nmrde » perss nt us fron 7 o'elucks The trill
cunuer fircd, snlsy the lefv wrist, Tho lie=109 kXnceked ~ut the tail
une 'n this nass, and the left welst chulc not £l accurttely as
there ws no power £°r the K-13 sight, The 109 hnd his right landing
geor d~wn, Thrcoc Russisn Yek fi_ ‘ter planus then ¢~mnCc up and the 109
lcft, I n-ticed the large Red Star »n the fuselage nf the husslren
plrnes ~né stortuc 71““1n the left wing. They 1o°ked us ~ver and
turncc bnex t.w:ri the t~i1 [. minut¢c ~r tw~ leter we heerd 2 rain
~f slugs “ugh the w* ist "n® b b bry., I think each shlp nnde
cne pnss, o we were roked over throe tliws. We were now cver the
Russlrn llincs I kurt fipring the left wing hoplng they would rec g-
nizo us., °"J¢ were ot 6500 feet nw, and flak hed been frllowing us all
the wry fr-~: nerlin, Lftur the sce~ndl Yrk nnde n prss ot us, 1 tolad
the ¢ =ril 't ¢t -rcder the crew t~ brll sut. Ay interphcne was out, SO
he g-ve the ~rer ~ver interph-ne nnd reng the olar-i bell, He snid 1t
wns cckn wlcacsold frn the n~se by the bomberdicr and fron the welst by
the wrist 'unncr. The welst gunners s~id the bell did not ring, but
{t ws herr” in the n-se. From the flizht deck, thes top gunner went
“ut thq D~ ey first, f-llcwel by ickey. ofter the e~=-pllot called
nenin t~ the weist and nese and received nc rcknowledgenent, he topped
ne ~n the shul’ocr nnd lx.,ft I wetohe? thea g9, then set the C-1, 1
st pped I r inute ~nc lorke® rt the novigrteor., LHe wns lylng ocross
kis toble with bl d nll ~ver the flight Adeck. There was o lerge hole
in hie her” #o0 part ~f his breins 17y ~n the t-ble., It wns nwfully
qulecty thcon 1 her) he glugs fr-m the third Yok rinning through the
ship, ~nc (~t >wn ~n the steti n flve bulkherd, 1T wruld have been
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df cult teo r»**“ﬁi:t the ship from this pesitisn, 2s everything was
twu Tcd and ¢ verod with oil. I then went ~ut the bonb bay.

I wont int » cl-ud right after lerving the *‘fbin s~ I
ewenc® 1y outu. Iy first sens~tln wes 11K¢ uQin& suspenced 1in alr,
en? 1t see s’ very nntur-l to be flonting ¢ wn. I saw tw: chutes abou%
000 foot L.l°w e Then » Yok fighter cuue 1n rnd niace ¢ pass rt ne,

* o, lis trrcers streakine by me rond herr his guns ns he firec,
t77 prsses he mnde were while I wns to~ drzed Ur think; 1
i there ~n® wetched hinm, Hewever, ~n hils third enc f~urth
I rere~bered whet I'2 been tcld »b-ut €lioping e chute, and 1
n the right riser s~ heri I necrly c¢-llepsec the chute. 1l snw

¢r Yok mnking prsseg nt the tw> chutes below ne,

Ab~ut 500 fect fr-n the gr~und I herr? rifles ~nd nnchine
guns firing fren the gr-unc, so I kept up the cvasive ectinn slipping
My chute, S .I the slugs whistled by pretiy cl B, Nenring the
gr-un®, I turne? the chute sc I was faclng “-wnwind ~nc the Jolt was
n~t 8~ ~uch 8 I hrn? expectec, Anybe 1 wis t°o 8cr I‘u * ¢ heve mueh
fecling, I8 c~llensed y chute -n the grund, I sew 2 Irk turning
¢ ke ~n~thcer pns ~ed to thke o long tine €5 unfesten ny
chutc. ~1le” on the ground nbrut 20 fevt nwey fr-m the chute anc

+ ’ 12 pr8sul Ve ci¢ nct fire this tine.s uen wers
¢ firing ~verhecac, &~ 1 st->4 and held
rybe I hed londc. in Gernnn held terri-
cr, 1 sew s e with Cogsnck hets with the
heuted "Ye Jowerikencts®™, but they thought we
se They hed =2¢ wolk in fron with 2y hends Sver-
thoy hod the radi» »peratcr ~néd the tell gunner.
n gnléier rode up "n a horse waving n rev-lver,
sunner 2 eouple of tines ~nd »ointed the revalver
{t severnl ti<es Luckily it cid n~t g~ off until
‘8 rWy, T wh 1ch tine s~ne ~f the other solcdlers

e woru von t~ the C - nndante Office ~f the 29609 Field
Unit rt Vormeflicl?, Gerinny, nbut tlrtu viles from where we were pleked
un. L WS now but 1420 urs. ..fter sn h~ur I c¢~nvinced hin we were
o ICTLIN 1S Wy then fof us on” sent us t~ the hiospitel ab~ut tw 2alles
awry 1in = wee'n r nenled o r21ish flyer. The r-Cln ~nerat r hoc
hle nn' | ;_. _; iy h~” =y rup boncnzel,. They ~ls~ g~ve =@ n
tetinus G e 16, ~nf they toll e they h-¢ the
-7y t Ran £~ the wrock: . ha . ¢d on ~ur erting ngnin ~nc
br usht ~ut s~u¢ fool, but nly €renk s~ne "Spirits"(white lightning).
Irotty 8 ~n thc r ﬁv.- ~ | kel 2t the u,.y, but the shipn
had burne’ ~nc 21* "8 n- 1;5,4 1o ne They g2Ve us 81776 papers
' l“k,y’s VL Tl were in the ship =nd plekes un cut of the
WI'uC.{

f~r us thx_.ﬂ, ‘nt we were tiken abhut Six
e were glven supner, ~nd they ~puneéd a
AVE US N P, GTC W8 ¢ firc built 1in
sSiblc wns . ne Ko if“rtables The
town ond et , cnepllo 1ickey - pe:rn-
DY Uj e DlLOCC wWe were

oY o
TT y wcTre then
inlng rocnae There WO btill ‘three of ~ur
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1ins funer-l ff‘r thc, navigater wns set for 1800 h~urs March
19, 1945, % .nssizns ecre by 2bsut 1830 hours for us to write en
inseri~tin ¢~ ¢ on the greves Loter we went dewn to the street, and
haera wers tv trucks weiting,. The one 1 . front hrdéd a ™g cver the

Brek.,. On 1t wns the eorvse 1n - netnl cnsket with f-‘*ur nrlas 1n pots

st €~chh cear.Lr, There were tw ~rnecf gu~rds ~f the ﬂesi N ~TTY

st n'ing ~n ¢nch side nf the casket, The sec~nd truck hec rows of

ghirirs pl=ecc” ~n it for the crew nenbers with s~me hussiﬁn gu-rcs.,. We

P>’ ~db~ut 3/4 m1ls ¢~ o large square in Lon "sm.r.. . Geraany. About

90% ~f ths builq in,:_s enr-utc hed been b~mbed €llec, "'hen we

errivet -t the sou~re, 1 nnticed 2bnut thnty ; f hussirns with

wearen Or.Sscs ~nT = net St "N tnp. We et O ) ;unher for the

first tire et the funer-l. There were threc Russi'n C-1- nels, o aajHr,

gcvorl ~ther ~ffiecre, nlus r o~=pany of 2b-ut B0 s~lilers, I snid

n focw words ~nfd gave ~ gh rt pr-yer., 7Then we ell cric tc "present
r'a*, ‘n® the e~ammany ~f nen fired threc volleys. The b~y w-s then
<D Sl 5 in the grrve, The Russlians tenk scverrl plctures, They plrced

r ol v rhle misrker nb~ut f~ur feet high nt the heed ~f the grnve eondé

"k lorf wrenth absut the t°p ~f the nnrker, The 1lnscripti- n reads

Lt. V:n Tress, Harele
L - t-.)- .-t ;1.- 'Fl
Brn 1923, Sporingficle Ohl
Redees HAYTOD 18, 19490
The Russirns s~i? it weuld be insceribed both in Russinn snd English
e f-ll"wing 4a~y.

ihe t-p sunner went bncek ur qQu srs with us, Jfter we
hr' grten th-t nicrh ¢ weru oarried nb~ut 20 niles t~ n hn8spltal
'Sre WG "et the »i CES DAVIES »nd the bonberdier, which ccecc unted
‘T r.ll the oruew thret hol b A & rr°8e rt 1000 h~urs "n the
wraing ~f JMioreh 2C G Dre ki .+ ARG were rintored. to rn alrfileld
nu 1’Poue* 101 n. Fr-::. therc we werec wn in n Russicn C=47 ¢t
Lu*"* 1"nd, wherc we warc ne | . tle 'Yilie¢th of the U. S, Mili-
517 i ' 'y : uarterce ot » hotel in Lublin where
' rt the hotel till » plane fr~n un
"6 ¢ I.)ic US UD. Tha food nt the hctel
i...;l‘ DGE e
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Crow "92" c-nslstes ~f the foll~wing persHnnel:
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