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THE A M E R I C A N BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 203H 

A p r i l 2, 1985 

SSGT M i l t o n E. Cowart 
18190494 
P l o t C, Row 28, Grave 27 

SSGT W i l l i a m L. Weissker 
14070304 
P l o t C, Row 14, Grave 27 

Lorr a i n e American Cemetery 
St. Avoid, (Moselle) France 

ILT James F. G a t l i n , J r . 
0685331 
World War I I Tablets of the 
Missing 

2LT Stephan V. B i e z i s 
0824081 
World War II Tablets of the 
Missing 

Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery 
and Memorial 
Henri-Chapelle, Belgium 

SSGT Joe R. Sanchez 
39290993 
World War I I Tablets of the 
Missing 
Luxembourg American Cemetery and 
Memorial 
Luxembourg C i t y , Luxembourg 

Major John J . A d a i r , USAF (Ret) 
1510 M i l l s Place 
Escondido, CA 92072 

Dear Major A d a i r : 

Reference i s made to our l e t t e r of January 8, 1985. 

A copy of the Missing A i r Crew Report and a memorandum 
reviewing the circumstances surrounding your crews 



disappearance were found in LT G a t l i n ' s burial/MIA f i l e . You 
were the only one fortunate enough to s u r v i v e . I hope these 
two documents provide the information you are seeking. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

WILLIAM E. RYAN,f 
C o l o n e l , AD 
D i r e c t o r of Oper 

and Finance 

E n d s 



I X . - . -V, 

HISSING PdR CREW REPORT ILXCK ^ 1 1 6 6 1 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
DQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES 

WASHINGTON 

IMPORTANT.• This raporl wiii ba cc»mpi!fd In triptieato h y W h Array Air Forces organization within 48 hours ol th« »i/r o 
i .^ Mcsail i i oiiK.My ..,-);• ! . / i mining. f 

ORGAWCAi U N ; tOCATIOH:. 9_AP COMMAND CS AIR FOnd ™ D 
RROUP 3 . ? l s t

 ; SQUAI>Rqi ,i_^575th . DEtACKMENT Wqne 

2. SPECIFY: FOINT OF DEPARTURE . ? 5 S - J ^ J 2 j — ~ S 5 2 £ 5 . , COURSE S e e " A t t c h Ma~p ' 

mt IDEO DEs-nwAnoN—Ahrweiler, Germany . r , p 5 C,F MjssjojT^ 
.•L WEATHE:; CONDITIONS AKO V'-:; JIUTY AT TIME OF CRASH OR WHEN LAST RJ-PO'RTED-

lev; medium c l o u ^ 2-3 miles v i s i b i l i t y 
4. GIVE:" OAYt-ilDec. 44 ^THJE ^201 . : AND LOCATION ^ U T T ^OWN 

WHEREABOUTS i- r i HG AmftftMT 3 miles eaat of Ahrweiler, Oermany 
<.liS SPEOFy WHETKKf! * X IAST SIGHTED; ( I LAST CONTACTED DV RADIO; 
< ) FORCED DOWN; ( ! iEli TO CRASH: OR ( ) IN FORMATION MOT AVAIUSUE 

3. AiRCRAFT WAS LOST. Oil iJi ELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN LOST. AS A RESULT Of (CHECK o m 
0NE»: {A SNEMV AIRCRAFT; Et,EMY ANTI • AliiCRAFT; ( ) OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES (13 

FOaowŝ  jNICKNAlflB); SILVER DOLLAR 
AIRCRAFT: TYPE. MODEL A.JU . . 'FS B2"gC45 _. AAF SERIAL Nft. 4 2 » l 6 7 6 7 1 _ 

7. ENGINES: W l MODEL ANn SLM S P&7fR2800-43 , ^ S , R W L ( 4 a ( A ) _ ~ ~ 
— <B> (C> (D) 

3. INSTALL!!:: WEAPONS <FUP.NIS-i SELOW MAKE. TYi'E AND SERIAL NUMBER) 

(A>„. , a > 1236612 t P i Package Ouna ( D , 12^201 
< E >_ 74 515.9 c FI 1235268 , G , 1233^721 ( H T S E E " R E ^ R S B " SIDE) 

9. THE PERSONS USTED BELOW ERE REPORTED AS: (A) BATTLE CASUALTY ^ 

OR (8> NON-BATTLE CASUAL-H' 
!0. NUMBER CF PERSONS ALOARf- AIRCRAFT: CREW 6 : PASSENGERS 0 i TQTAI 6 

(Starting wii : piJol, furnish lh<i fell • ••ing parliculars: If more, then {] pwfons were obocrd aircraft, lisl similar 
parlicdars c ; wpUTilo sheet a ii D" t original lo ihis form) 

• E IN FULL SERIAL 
ggSW POSITIO|f U.AI • NAMI! FIRST) _ _ RANK NUMBER STATUS 

< i > PILOT Gatlin^ James F.Jr.""" 1/Lt 0635331 " l.rLk 
til .cc-i IOT Bfezis, gtephen V."" 2/Lt 6824081 w 

.131. BN '__ Adair, John J ~ " _ 1 / U TO5ff?5 ~ ^ f ^ T " 
<41 RG ^Sanchez, "joe RT _ S/Sgt 392QO993" 

• •<si SO ^i^^*61,, "illlim £7"" S/Sgt ""14070304 "'72' VbBui' 
(6» AO Sowart, wliton E> " S/S^t 18190494"' " I'D6. tJ'F" 

19) , " 

(•oj — — 

n n _ _ _ _ _ _ 

! S. IDENTIFV SELOW THOSE PER s • iS WHO ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE LAST KNOWLEDGE OF AIRCRAFT 
AND CHECK APPROPRIATE Cd .MN TO INDICATE BASIS FOR SAME: 

NAME IN FULL SERIAL CONTACTED L A , 3 7 SAW SAW FORCED 
(LAST HAME FIRST! ' ANK NUMSER gAOJO^. SICHTED CRASH LANDING 

Harkins^ Hersch^j 3, Major 0'>(-'!W)p, 'X ~ 
-LLL. ."''f';:ride. John~"A. 1st Lt ""5571339 Y ' 

( 3 ) ~ 

12. IF pgHSONNEL AKE LL'L . , £ . fG HAVE EUifiVIVEO, ANSWER YES TO ONE OF THL FOLLOW;No 
STATEMENTS: (A) PARACH .'TES -HE USED s <Q> PERSONS WERE SEEN WALKING AWAY FROM StEHS 
Or CRASH : OR (C> iNIT C lER REASON (SPECIFY) , 

13, ATTACH EYEWITNESS DISC! . ION OF CRASH. FORCED LANDING. OR OTHER drtCUMSTANCES 
PERTA?t\(i '.G TO MIS SING .IR : FT 

!4. ATTACH AEiUAL PHOTO; -Ai MAP. CHART, - J M SSETCH; SHOWING W k O K U W g LOCAHON 
WHERE AIRCRAFT WAS I 'j EN. 

15. ATTACH A DESCRIPTION T ..; EXTENT OF SEARCH. IF ANY. AND GIVE NAME. RANK AND SERIAL 
NUKOCfi OF OFFICER IN CHARGE 

23 Decefaber 1944 

[Dale ol Ktptn l ) 

R E M A R K S (Die addl l ionbl s i : ; - : ! 1 11 ccssary) 

s/ G. V. Parmentel, Jr. 
tS:gnettjrc ol Preparing Officer) 
t / O . V . PARMENTEL, JR 

1 s t L t , A i r C o r p s , 
S t a t i s t i c a l O f f i c e r . 



a . (TNSTALLIED .VEAPONS, cont'd) 

(i) 1235238 : (j) E079555 : (k) 1235278 

f-n) 12356B5 fn) (0) 1234331 

yi »x. •.. : 

• • r. 



AG 704 (30 Lhr 50) 

IEM0R;.NDUM FOR RECORD: 

f i 
EL' H/mnh/1 C670/11828 

30 lia r ch 19 50 

SUBJECT: Roviev; of Circumstances Surrounding Disappocr-nco 
of Pursoruiol Presumed Dead^ 

1. The following-named Air Corps porsonnol wore reported missing in action 
over Germany on 23 December 1944, while in flying pay status, by BT0 Shipment 
No. 0031 J r 

1st Lt 
2d Lt 
S Sgt 

BatULn^. Jr me ^ F. f__Jr. 
Bieeis, Stephen V.' 
Sanchez, Joe R, 

J}fiBS3SJr—H1 

0824081 
39290993 

2, Findings of Death v/ore mado in the cases of tha above-named persons, 
undor the provisions of Section 5, Missing. Persons Act, by S.R. d. D. No. 4974 
showing tho presumed date of death as 24 December 1945, 

3. Missing A i r Crew Report No. 11661, submitted by the 575th'Bombardment 
Squadron, 391st Bombardment Group on 28 December 1944, i d e n t i f i e s subject persons 
as members of the six-man crew of B-26 a i r c r a f t No. 42-107671 which was l o s t on 
a mission to Ahrweiler, Oormany on 23 December 1944. The plane was l a s t sighted 
three miles east of the target by Major Herschel S. Harkins, 0668065, and 1st Lt 
John A. Garside. A statement furnished by tho l a t t e r i s attached to the Report 
and i s quoted: 

"I v/as f l y i n g ...., lead a i r c r a f t , lead box, on tho mission to bomb 
Ahrweiler, (R/R Viaduct) Germany, 23 December 1944. Aft e r turning 
off the bomb run and af t e r having dropped our bombs on the primary 
target, wo had our f i r s t f i e r c e attack by enemy fighters numbering 
approximately f i f t y to seventy-five. The fighters attacked from 
the rear and i n waves of f i f t e e n to twenty at a time. I saw three 
a i r c r a f t on f i r e , two of which were diving in flames toward the 
ground and the t h i r d losing a l t i t u d e rapidly. To the right and be­
low my f l i g h t I saw an a i r c r a f t f l y i n g straight and l e v e l , l a t e r 
determined to be a i r c r a f t No. 42-107671, with the l e f t engine on 
f i r e and the right engine feathered. I did not see any chutes 
leave the a i r c r a f t , but his position denoted that he wos b a i l i n g 
out his crew. This a c t i v i t y occurred about three miles east of 
Kirchweiler, Germany, 

4. The names and status of remaining crew members followj 

1st Lt 
S Sgt 
S Set 

A d a i r , John J . 0746676 P0v/-EUS 
Cowart, M i l t o n E , 18190494 KIA 
V r e i s s k e r , G i l l i a n L . 14070304 KIA 

Staff Sergeants Cowart nnd Vfeisskcr were reported missing in action on 
date and by the sane Shipment number as subject persons and were presu 
as of the same date and under the same provisions. Subsequently, they wore 
ported k i l l e d in action on the date they wore i n i t i a l l y reported n i ^ | & A l Q i H 
tion by ETO Shipment Numbers 074 and 075. Burial Reports inclucted^n o a c ^ ^ ^ j ^ 

TdflntifioatloD Brat*̂  



AG 704 (30 M T 50) 1 1 8 2 8 

f i l e show cause and place of death for S Sgt Cowart as bullet wound left chest, 
Ifcndorschoid; and for S Sgt Weissker, junp from plane, Betten.oid. Each w s 
identified by idontification tags. 

5 Captured Gorman Records from Interrogation Center, Dulag Luft, No. 
KU 1180A report the crash of t h i s a i r c r a f t at Mainz and the capture of tho sur­
vivor. The names of the entire crew are U s ted under the reference which con­
tains no clue as to t h e i r f a t e , 

6 Manderscheid and Bettenfeld are adjooent towns located approximately 
35 miles south and s l i g h t l y west of Ahrweiler, Mains l i e s 60 - 65 miles east 
of ^4anderscheidD 

7 On Individual Casualty Questionnaires attached to the Missing A i r Crew 
Report,' Lt Adair states that the entire crew parachuted from the plane. He 
added the following statement: 

"When I l e f t the plane the co-pilot was ready to follow me, 
the p i l o t vms f l y i n g the plane. I assume the rest of the crew, was 
jumping. P i l o t k Co-Pilot to my knowledge wore uninjured. The 
other three members were i n the roar of the plane, these I did not 
seo. 

* * * * • * 

" . . . . l / L t Schiro t o l d mo that he had counted six of us b a i l i n g 

/out of our a i r c r a f t . " 

Lt Adair further states that an explosion blew the bomb-bay door open which 
knocked him over. After picking himself up, he found the bomb-bay to be com­
pl e t e l y on f i r e . 

8 S. R. <t D. No. 4974 quotes a reply fron Lt Adair, dated 24 October 
1945, to a l e t t e r of inquiry addressed to him. The l e t t e r reads i n part as 
follows: 

"On the morning of 23 Dec. 44 at approximately 1030, we took 
off with our Group to bomb a target i n "bstem Germany.. We pro­
ceeded to our target which was a ra i l r o a d viaduct at Ahrweiler, 
Germany....After bombs away I moved a f t to the navigators compart­
ment to operate the navigation equipment.... I had just set my 
equipment on the navigators table when we were h i t i n the bombay 
by f i g h t e r s . The explosion blew open the bomb-bay door which h i t 
me and knocked me over on the navigators table. After I picked 
mvself up I opened the bomb-bay door to check the damage and I 
/ound the bomb-bay to be completely on f i r e . I ther. removed my 
f l a k s u i t and put on my shute, and went forward to t e l l Lt. G a t l i n , 
the p i l o t , that we were on f i r e . . I hesitated for a moment to see 
i f they were ready to jump, Lt. Biezis was out of his seat and 
waiting for me to go; L t . Gatlin was f l y i n g the plane with his 
l e f t hand and ringing the alarm b o l l with his r i g h t hand, s t i l l 
in the p i l o t s seat. (At t h i s time neither L t , Gatlin or Lt. Biezis 

6 
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wore wounded as to s / S g f s Sanchez, Me l s sakor and Cowart I d o n ' t 
know. I hadn ' t been i n touch w i t h them s ince I l e f t the nose . o r 
i n the nav iga tors coirpartment I haden ' t time to hook up my head­
s e t . ) I then looked back and the f i r e was r i g h t behind my head 
next I jumped out of the plane which was a t -bout 10,000 f t . 

* • * * * 

"While I was a t D u l a g - L u f t , " ' e t z l a r , Germany I met a 2nd L t . 
Cha r l e s F . A b e l , . . . . w h o was shot down the same day t ha t we w e r e . . , . 
He desc r ibed to me a person who vo ry c l o s e l y resembled ray c o - p i l o t , 
L t . B i e z i s , but he d i d n ' t know t h i s f e l l o w s name. He met t h i s f e l l o w 
i n an i n f a n t r y p r i s o n e r stockade t o which the Germans had taken t h e m . . . 
T h e i r next s top was a c i v i l i a n j a i l a t V i t b u r g / B i t b u r g / , Germany. 
This j a i l v/as bombed 25 Dec , 44 , wether any of the crow c o u l d have 
been k i l l e d i n t h i s bombing I have been unable t o f i n d ou t . 

* * * * * 
"Here I found a Lt. Schiro..,.who was f l y i n g on our wing the 

day that we were shot down. He t o l d me that he had counted six of 
us come out of the nlane and six open shutes. The plane had been 
f l y i n g straight and le v e l and then went into a shallow glide into 
the ground about 40 kilometers south of Ahrweiler, Germany. 

• * * * * 

"But now I am incl i n e d to believe that the Germana shot them 
when they h i t the ground or vory soon there a f t e r . . . . I have seen 
what the Germans have done to people and I woun't be surprised i f 
th i s wasn't true. It is very un l i k e l y th".t some accident could have 
happened to them a l l . Out of 24 men l o s t i n our Squadron that day^ 
only two of us survived, and to mo t h i s doesn't seem a c c i d e n t a l . 

9 Missirg A i r Crew Reoort No. 11551 contains a statement by Ifajor Herschell 
S. Harkins covering the noveinents of the entire f l i g h t . Regarding the plane of 
which subject persons were crew members he states, " A i r c r a f t 7-i42-107671 which 
had been f l y i n g the slot position i n my f l i g h t was seen off to my l e f t with his 
wheels down̂ , one engine feathered and the other apparently burning, with chutes 
coming out, that i s , I d e f i n i t e l y saw ono chute. The area "bove me and to my l o f t 
where my f l i g h t would normally have been, was a maelstrom of burning fighters 
and bombers.,.." 

10. There are no Burial Reports for the subject men in the o f f i c e of The 
Quartermaster General at this time, 

U Tho a i r c r a f t of which subject oersons v/ere crew members wos attacked by 
a force of enemy fighter planes setting the l e f t engine on f i r e a f t e r p a r t i c i p a t e , 
i n a mission to Ahrweiler, Germany. An observer saw no parachutes emerge but 
the position of the a i r c r a f t denoted that the p i l o t was b a i l i n g out his crew. 
Two members of the crew are currently carried as k i l l e d i n action and one was 
returned to m i l i t a r y control at the cessation of h o s t i l i t i e s . The remains of the 
two crew members, i d e n t i f i e d by i d e n t i f i c a t i o n tags, were recovered from adjacent 
towns approximately 35 miles south and s l i g h t l y west of the target The survivor 
states that he was informed that a l l six members of the crew bailed out ^nd ex­
pressed the opinion that subject persons and those currently c a r r i e d as k i l l e d 
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wore i n possess ion of t h e i r A l though the Germa; doeuxnents r e -

b y the Gonna^ their ^ J ; s - ^ L # a t ^ i n z r.pproximtoly 65 miles 
p o r t the c rash of ^ e ^ ~ r ^ * o f t h o ^ deceased crew a m b e r s were 
c a s t of the p o i n t ^ ^ . f ^ / ^ " t e that t h i s was the r e p o r t i n g o f f i c e and 
. f 0 , m d ' i ^ e ^ r e " nt t h " t i a l p i a ^ c r a s h , ' ^h i l e i t i s e n t i r e l y p o s s i b l e 

i n d i c a t i n g t ha t they parac u ted an o f t h e i

q

r p l a n 0 . I t i s 

as t o ^ t h a r they met . ^ . ^ i n f o r i n a t i o n e x i s t s a t the presen t t ime 

^ ^ r n t ^ L n s u T n ^ e of o f f i c i a l r epo r t s of death , pursuant t o the p r o v i s i o n s 

of S e c t i o n 9 of the M i s s i n g Persons A c t . 

E l i z a b e t h A . Ridgway 
I n v e s t i g a t o r 

r CONCUR: 

46 
J Z n s N. B.STARR 

C a p t a i n , AGD 
l ' A s s t . OIC, Det . & Rev. U n i t 

C a s u a l t y S e c t i o n 
PA Branch. AGO 

COPY FOR: 
OQMG. Mem. Div. (ono copy f o r each individual named in p 
AG 201 f i l e of each i n d i v i d u a l named i n par. 1. 

ar. 1) 

4 
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MEMORIALIZATI ON OF N ON-RECOVERABLE 
REMA INS OF WORLD WAR I I 

THIS FILE HAS BEEN AUDITED FOR NON-RECOVERABILITY 

NAME ( L " t , Firmt, Middle) 

ARM OF SERVICE 

DATE OF DEATH 

NAME OF AUDITOR 

NAME OF REVIEWER 

REMARKS 

SERJAL .NUMBER 

AREA OF DEATH 

/ I DATE 

DATE 

<? AJo V S/ 

OQMQ FORM | Q R I 
23 AUG 50 1 a 0 1 

B14936 



NON-RECOVERABLE CASE 
RECORD OF REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

C* ' NUMBER 
17204 (3) 

AREA OR ZONEIS) 

European 

NAME^fta't. Firmt, Middle I n i t i a l ) 

^ G a t l i n , James F. Jr. 

RANK 

1/Lt 

S E R I A L NUMBER 

0 685 331 
PROVED imS OF THE FIELD -BOARD OF REVIEW, HAVE BEEN REVIEWED AND THE FINDINGS OF NON-RECOVERAB I L ITY OF 

b e e n e l l e c t e d w h e n a p p r o p r i a t e . ; " - ^ 

The above decedent and two (2) others 

IN THF POIIRSF OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING SOURCES OF INFORMATION HAVE BEEN EXAMINED FOR ADDITIONAL CLUES. COPIES 
W INY OOCSMEN^S BELIEVED MATERIAL TO THECASE ARE ATTACHED FOLLOWING THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIELD BOARD OF REVIEW. 

1. 293 FILE OF SUBJECT(S) 

A - Z FILE OF KNOWN INTERMENTS IN 
U.S. MILITARY CEMETERIES, ISOLATED 
LOCATIONS, AND SEA BURIALS 

ALPHABETICAL INDEX OF "BELIEVED 
TO BE" AND TENTATIVELY IDENTIFIED 
UNKNOWNS 

INITIALS OF ANALYST 

77 
Ms. 

(CROSS OUT THOSE NOT APPLICABLE) 

b. FINDING OF DEATH 

GEOGRAPHICAL CLUE 
INDEX FILE OF UNKNOWNS RECOVERED 
FROM APPROPRIATE AREA 

ALPHABETICAL FILE OF FORMER UN-
6 - KNOWNS NOW IDENTIFIED 

7. OTHER DOCUMENTS OR SOURCES 

Missing Air Crew Report 

THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES HAVE BEEN FOUND TO BE SUBSTANTIALLY AS PRESENTED IN THE ATTACHED PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
FIELD BOARD OF REVIEW, WITH THE FOLLOWING EXCEPTIONS: 

INITIALS OF ANALYST 

17 

M A 23 December 1944, v i c i n i t y of Manderscheid, Germany 

mm 
06 OCT 1961 

NAME OF C A S E A N A L Y S T 

'. 0. Pete-son/cwt 
CASE TO BE FORWARDED TO 

RECOMMEND APPROVAL 

FOR CONSIDERATION OF NOTIFICATION TO INTERESTED PAf™^ , 

CASE REVIEWER, FINAL DETERMINA-
TION S E C T I O ^ /) /) 

C. E. NEWBAKER 

CHIEF, FINAL DETERMINATION SEC-

FARY i^&WAHDS, Capt ^ C 

A P P R O V E D 

CHIEF, IDENTIFICATION BRANCH , 

BSNJARTN 3.KIMGjLt Col AT: 

OOMG FORM | 9 | 5 
REV 5 MAY 4 9 

49 9 6 3 5 



.-.•.>!A«C-A* 

HEADQUARTERS I 
783? GRAVES REGISTRATION DETACHMENT 

OPERATIONS BRANCH 
APO 757 (Liege) US ARMY 

1 > 

Proceedings of Board of Review appointed in accordance with letter 
AGAO-3 293.9 (2? Karch 19U7) D-M, War Dept., TAGO, 9 April 191*7. 

*•«••»-!;- « -> « « 
1. The Board convened pursuant to par. U, 30 32, Headquarters, 

7887 Graves Registration Detachment, APO 757, US Array, 10 April 1951, 
at Liege, Belgium, on 30 July 1951. 

2. Members present; 
JAMES C. MacFARLAND, Lt Colonel, QMC 
C. W. STLINSIEK, Major, QMC 
ROBERT W. GANSEL, l s t Lt, QMC -

3. PURPOSE: To review and determine, from evidence presented, 
the non-recoverability of the remains of World War II dead lost i n the 
geographical area described below; 

a. Vicinity of Manderscheid, (k-5l/L-36) Gernany. Case # Siu2. 
b. Facts; 

(1) The casual t ies l i s t e d below vrere three o f the crew 
of s i x (6) of a i r c r a f t B-26-C-5U # U2-107671, which f a i l e d to return 
from a bombing mission on a r a i l r o a d viaduct at Ahrwei ler , Germany, 
on 23 December 19Uiu 

GATLIN, James F . J r . 1/Lt 0 685 331 
BIEZIS, Stephen V. 2/Lt CTSiuoei 
SANCHEZ, Joe R. S/3gt 39 290 993 

U . FINDINGS: 

a. German Dulag KU 1180 A gives the place of crash as at 
Mainz, and l i s t s one of the crew by name as captured, and the remainder 
of the crew by name, but no indication as to their fate. Dalag reference 
to place of crash as Mainz i s obviously i n error, as i t i s believed 
that mentioned Dulag originated at Mainz. Crash site has been established 
as i n the v i c i n i t y of Manderscheid, as the remains of two crew members 
were recovered from that location, 

b. One crew member, Lt Adair, who was returned to military 
control, states that a l l crew members parachuted from the aircraft and 



Non-Recoverable Board Proceedings (cont'd) 

a l l parachutes opened. He i s of the opinion that the three deceased were 
captured and murdered by the enemy, 

c. Records indicate that there are no unresolved unknowns 
from Manderscheid, while one. Unknown X-3357 St Avoid, recovered from 
Bettenfeld, location where the remains of one crew member were recovered, 
cannot be associated with either of the three casualties, 

d. Field Investigation, dated 9 March 1931, reveals that . -
remains of three deceased were recovered from Manderscheid by an unknown 
American Unit which l e f t no notice of disinterment. Attempts to trace 
to where these remains were evacuated, have a l l been negative. 

e. Reference i s made to OQMG Forms 371, MAC?. 3 11661, 
Status Review and Determination Report # h97k, Memorandum Por Record, 
dated 30 March 1950, on f i l e in the Office of The Quartermaster General, 
Washington, D,C. 

f. Reference i s also made to Narrative of Field Investigation, 
dated 9 March 1951, attached. 

5. RECOMMENDATION: That the remains of the deceased herein 
considered, be determined Non-Recoverable. 

JAMES 0. MacFARLAND 
Lt Colonel QUO 
Member 

0. w. s 
Major 
Member 

CINSIEK 
QMC 

10 BERT if. GANSEL 
1st Lt QMC 
Member 



NARRATIVE OF INVESTIGATION 
AT MAINZ (K-51/M-35), GER. 
MANDERSCHEID (K-51/L-36), GER, 
BETTENFELD (K-51/L-36), GER. • ' •' 

9 March 1951 

I. MATTERS IN/ESTIGATED: 

Pursuant to instructions set forth in basic document, ID § 624, 
Case § Gemany K-51/8142, dated 25 January 1951, an investigation was con­
ducted at MAINZ (K-51/M-35), Gemany, MANDERSCHEID (K-51/L-36), Gemany, and 
BETTENFELD (K-51/L-36), Germany, in an effort to recover the reraains of l/Lt 
GATLIN, James F., Jr., 0-685331, 2/Lt BIEZIS, Stephen V., 0-824081 and 3/Sgt 
SANCHEZ, Joe R., 39290993, s t i l l unresolved crew members of A/C # 42-107671, 
lost on 23 December 1944 after participating i n a bombing mission of the 
R/R Viaduct at AHRWEIIER (K-51/F-51), Germany. 

I I . FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES; 

Place of crash of subject aircraft unknown thus far, was assumed 
to be MAINZ on the basis of a report (DULAG KU-1180A), l i s t i n g one (1) sur­
vivor as captured and the rest of the crew by name but no references as to 
their fate. However, this infomation proved erroneous, since subsequent 
investigation at MAINZ revealed that no US plane crashed there on 23 December 
1944 according to the personal recollection of Chief Burgemeister STEIN and 
Burgemeister HUFSCHMIDT, both present at MAINZ at the time concerned. (See 
Exhibit "A"). This team, at present i n no position to peruse the original 
Dulag report i n German, thus assumes that MAINZ i s referred to as the place 
of issuance of the report and not as the place of crash, which assumption was 
substantiated by later findings at MANDERSCHEID. 

n i . FINDINGS: 

Due to the previous recovery of one (1) identified crew member 
S/Sgt COWART from MANDERSCHEID, and a second identified crew member S/Sgt 
WEISSKER from BETTENFELD, located i n the immediate v i c i n i t y of and under 
the administration of MANDERSCHEID, this team immediately transferred i t s 
operations to the area of MANDERSCHEID in the belief that this area is the 
most l i k e l y terrain where the crash may have occurred. 

I n i t i a l l y contacting the Burgemeister of MANDERSCHEID and the 
Police authorities with Mr Friedrich KOESTERS i n charge, this team searched 
the f i l e s of the administration for any evidence pertaining to the case con­
cerned. After an exhaustive search of various f i l e s and consultation with a 
fomer employee, Mr Franz PIEIN and the cemetery caretaker and grave digger 
Peter B0LLE3, this team found conclusive evidence of a US two-motored bomber 
which, at around 1100 hours on 23 December 1944, crashed on the northern 
edge of MANDERSCHEID i n the v i c i n i t y of the local school and entered in the 
Daily Journal, on f i l e at the local police headquarters, reading as follows: 

r v 



(Genuaay K-51) 81k2r< 

L 

HEADQUARTERS 
AMERICAN GRAVES REGISTRATION COMMAND 

EUROPEAN AREA 
APO 58 US ARMY 

RRE 293.9 (IB) 

SUBJECT: Burial Information 

Tb^Quartermaste 
Washington 25 D. 

TO: 

7 September 1948 

1. Reference is uaade to OQMG Form 371 for First Lieutenant James F. 
^Gatyji^-O 685 331. , ' 

2. The above and crew members may be associated with the following 
unknowns interred in US Military Gems tery St Avoid: X-1082, X-1083 and 
X-1084. 

3. Reprocessing of the unknowns w i l l be accomplished. Results w i l l 
be promptly forwarded to your office upon completion. 

POR THE COMMANDING GENERAL: 

Major 
Actg Asst Adj Gen 

• 
I i 

^ 2 0 1948 



1 

NAME!" (Lasi, Firslf Middle Initial 

Hp 
•5 

DATA ON REMA5NS NOT YET RECO j d UK IDENTIFIED 

G a t l i n , James F . J r . 

GRADE 

1st L t . 

PRESENT SER AL 
NUMBER 

0-685331 
ORGANIZATION 

DATE OF DEATH/MIA 

S 7o /• 6 - V 
RACE 

DATE OF FOD 

CAUSE OF DEATH 

HEIGHT 

7 

WEIGHT COLOR EYES 

CREED FORMER SERIAL 
NUMBER (IJ applicable) 

PLACE OF DEATH OR PLACE LAST SEEN IF MIA 

: ' • • • ̂  ̂  COLOR HAIR SHOE SIZE 

DENTALCHART 
UPPER RIGHT 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

UPPER LEFT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 ' 7 8 

LOWER RIGHT 

16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 

LOWER LEFT 

9 10 11 12 13 15 16 

X=Extracted 0 = Carious 1 = Carious Non-Restorable 

FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS TATTOOS AND/OR BIRTHMARK 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

•v 
\ 

r 

^ ,4: w w «H 

r - -

7- • ^ 

OQMG FORM O - M 
3 SEP 46 - J ' I u . . . GOVCR.MCT I.«I»T.»C OFFICE i i ^ o g o s - i D A T E F O R W A R D E D T O F I E L D 



293 FILE 

DATA ON REMAINS NOT YET RECb.tRED OR IDENTIFIED 

NAME (Last, First, Middle Iniiial) 

/ V 

GRADE 

/ —tr. 

PRESENT SERIAL 
NUMBER 

0'Cn%£ 3 3 / 

5f/ & OH 

RACE CREED FORMER SERIAL 
NUMBER (If applicable) 

/</OS? 2£l 
DATE OF DftWH/MIA , 

DATE OF FOD 

HEIGHT 

3. 'IL " 

CAUSE OF DEATH PLACE OF DEATH OR PLACE LAST SEEN IF MIA 

WEIGHT 

/76 
COLOR EYES COLOR HAIR SHOE SIZE 

DENTAL CHART ^ t J 
UPPER RIGHT 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

UPPER LEFT do 
1 2 3 " 4 5 6 - 7 8 

LOWER RIGHT ^ 

16 15 M 13 12 11 10 9 

LOWER LEFT 

9 10 11 12 13 15 16 

X=Extracted 0 = Carious 1 = Carious Non-Restorable 

FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS TATTOOS AND/OR BIRTHMARK 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

U. « . CO VERNMENT PRINTING OFF I C t 1 0 — 4 9 8 « 5 - l DATE FORWARDED TO FIELD 
r 



F o r m p r e s c r i b e d h y 
C o m p t r o l l e r G e n e r a l , U . S . 

7 O c t o b e r 1944 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
T H E A D J U T A N T G E N E R A L ' S O F F I C E 

W A S H I N G T O N 2 5 . D . C . 4974 

% " 

r 
FINDING OF DEATH OF MISSING PERSON 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 5 of the Act of 7 March 1942 (Public Lau m 77th 
Cong.) as amended, upon direction and delegation by The Secretary of Mar The Ckief 
Casualty Branch, The Adjutant General's Office, finds First Lieutenant James &atlin. 

Junior, A ^ ^ r i a l Hu^b«rv.p!5.p6.331, Air Corpss, y ~~"—'%ffr •" 
to 1}e 466$, He was off icially reported as missing in action as of the 2Zr6L day 
0/December 1^ 4. For the purposes stated in said. Act, death is presumed td W oe* 
curred on the a4th day of December, i ^ s . " ~ ' 

^JL BY ORDER OP THE SECRBTARŶ pl̂ VAR 

c L ^ \ ) 
ADJUTANT CENEKAL 

CHIEF. CASUALTY BRANCH 
S U M M A R Y OF INFORMATI 

AREA 

European 
PREVIOUS REVIEWS 

None 

JUHC 

STATUS 

No 

LIKE OF 
DUTY 

l e i 

OWM H I S . 

CONOOCT 

No 

OK pijrr 
siirvs 

Yes 

*UTHi>' 

DATE OF BIRTH 

9 Au^ 1919 

HOME ADDRESS 

J a c k s o n r i l l e , F l o r i d a 

M T E OT EfTRT ON CURRENT 
ACTIVE SERVICE 

26 Jun 1943 

LENGTH Of SERTKB- («S Of PHEJUMCD 

E M E R G E N C Y ADDRESSEE 
NAME 

Mrs. Jess ie Ooff P a i r c l o t h 

RELATIONSHIP 

Aunt 

ADDRESS 

267 Gregory Place 
J acksonv i l l e , F l o r i d a 

BENEFICIARIES 

Mrs. Jess ie Goff P a i r c l o t h 

RELATIONSHIP 

Aunt 

ADDRESS ' ' 

267 Gregory Place - ' 
Jacksonvi l le e, F i o r i c l a 

Mrs, Ruth Newlan T a y l o r ' 

RELATIONSHIP 

Cousin 

ADDRESS ' " """ , 1 ' 1 

EcPoD. Number F i v e , Box 226 
Live Oaks F l o r i d a 

REMARKS 

• •• 

Circumstances of Disappearances 

JAN 4 

Distribution 5t 

The subject person became missing i n action when 
the plane, of which he was a crew member, was 
severely damaged by enemy a i r c r a f t and crashed i n 
the v i c i n i t y of Ahrweiler, Germany, 

ASN as EMs 14,058,257 
WD AGO F O R M n o c o 
1 FEB 1915 0 0 

THIS FORM SUPERSEDES WD AGO FORM 0353. 1 NOVEMBER IS44. 
WHICH MAY BC USED UNTIL EXISTING STOCKS ARE EXHAUSTED. 



,D EN T1FI CAT I ON SECTION 
MEMORIAL DIVISION 

IDFNTIFICATION DATA 
LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIODIE INITIAL 

2-

WEIGHT 

/i9 

ARMY SERIAL NUMBER 

0 b ^ X J S / 
COLOR HAIR SHOE SIZE" 

7/° 

GRADE 

/ 5 T i ^ f 
DATE OF DEATH 

LAST ORGAN 
I ZATION TO WHICH ATTACHED OR ASSIGNED f C i v e c o - p / e t e d e . i d n . t i on ) 

PLACE OF DEATH OR PLACE LAST SEEN IF MIA 

SHOT ao^H find QAMti£A 
•CH STATIONED IN U . S . PRIOR TO SERVICE OVERSEAS, WITH INCLUSIVE DATES AT EACH 

STATION 
DATES 

J Uti 6 - U 3, 

A- j j n i i 

FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS 

.•••T.J 

TATTOOS AND/OR BIRTH MARKS 

or--o 221948 
- — - - ^ 

8 7 6 5 •* 3 2 1 

UPPER RIGHT 

16 15 t * 13 12 11 1° 9 

LOWER RIGHT 

X - EXTRACTED 

OEHTAL CHART - ^ t r T r . 

5 6 7 8 

UPPER LEFT 

V 

X 15 16 

0 - CARIOUS 

1-3 

9 10 11 12 ^13 

LOWER LEFT 

" / - CARIOUS NON-RESTORABLE 

A i l AC FORM , q r j n 
1 Aug 19«< l ~ O O U 

(Indicate denturaa. bridtawork. ate. i t ahown.) 



J/QA^es. K &ifg'231. 
First'Name Last Name 

To Clinical Records Branch 

For disposition 

The records show medical treatment as follows: 

/ 
Hospital 

11 

AGRAC 1-383 1-9-46 

From 

tf~f~43 

To 

Clfti^c 

Register Number 

3 olai ~3 * 

Date Branch 

• • 



• R E P O R T O F D E N T A L S U R V E Y 

U P P E R T E E T H 

1 

LOWER T E E T H 

Ri ,h t L r f t 
16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Occl^simi xl^—= Calculu*: Slight, Medium, Heavy 

Periodontoclasia .yAez 

Dental foci suspected: Yea N o - — 

Other conditions — -

Date 

Denial Corps. U. S. A. 

•Restorable carious teeth by. 0 
Nonrestorable carious teeth by / 
Missing natural teeth by X 

Teeth replaced by denture 
(horizontal line) 

Teeth replaced by fixed bridge 
(oval to include abutments) 

X X X 

CAD 

REGISTER OF DENTAL PATIENTS AT 

( l l C H R i r T l A N H A M K 

J. L Q-6nvni 

" Denial Carpi. O. 8. A. 

F o r m 19—MEDICAL D i m T m i r r . U 8. AJ 
(R«Tl3e<l Feb. Jt. IMD 



• R E P O R T OF D E N T A L S U R V E Y 

U P P E R T E E T H 

7/ 

LOWER T E E T ^ l 

Left 
10 9 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

> 

Occlusion. 

C L A S S 

. : Calculus: Slight, Medium, Heavy 

Periodontoclasia 

Dental foci suspected: Yes 

Other conditions 

No 

Date —50 it 

" Bestorablc carious teeth by O * 
Nonrestorable carious teeth by / 
Bussing natural teeth by X 

Teeth replaced by denture 
(horizontal line) X X X 

Teeth replaced by fixed bridge _ 
(oval to include abutments) c J 

,n ft T.F. FIRLD .LA.. ̂ 6 8 5 5 ^ 1 

G a t l i n 

W C H R H T 1 A N N A M I 

James Z.*. 
(1) R A M K (t) COMFAMY 

2nd L i j . S q . S 

(I) nxaiMOrr cm rrAiT conr* 

01.21 331st 
(i) u r . i c c TtAM 

6-6/12 

— 
F o r m / » — M I D I C I L Dtr ixTKiNT, 0. 8. AJ 

(Revlaed Feb .* . l»tl) 



•REPORT OF DENTAL SURVEY 

S U P P E R T E E T H 

L̂ 7_ B J J 3 ^^^^/X'fr^T^T 
r\ <. I I I I TTT-TTTTTTil I I I I r\ 

• .yV, , 
Occlusion2--^i - - : Calculus: Slight, Medium, Heavy 

Periodontoclasia 

Dental foci suspected: Yes 

Other conditions —. 

No 

Date g l l Q . 1 9 - ^ ' ' 

<2 v ^ f e ^ ^ f ^ 
Dental Corp», U.S.A. 

•Restorable carious teeth by 0 . 
Nonrestorable carious teeth by / 
Missing natural teeth by X 

Teeth replaced by denture 
•• (horiT-jntal line) • 

Teeth replaced by fixed bridge 
(oval to include abutments) 

X X X 

REGISTER OF DENTAL PATIENTS AT^ 

7 
Gatlin, James F. 

C H R I S T I A N ^ M M i T 

(3) R A N K * 

P v t . 

1A058257 
(4) C O M P A N Y RCOIMCNT O H S T A F F c S S S l 

2 8 t h . S . S . 

- - • i &, c 

Dcniai CorpM, i f . S. A. 

F o r m 7 9 - M E D I C A L DEPARTMENT, U. S. A . 



PI 5ICAL E X A M I N A t l O N FOR FL' IG 
(See A K 40-100, 40-105, 40-110) 

2. 

OATLIS, ^MOS * 
| M L t „ Air Corpf^ ^ H f t . 

(Address) 

(ToUui ^ 1 x 

CAerooauiKftl ratiutcs) > w .. <* I .Z i M k U O A 

, T w m t m ! • - » - V - ^ t i - : Typho,d ^ No. J U . . 9 - U ... - H P ^ : r - . - * * " 

(Dale and rmull lasl eiammalionl 
(furjiuee of eiaminalion) 

F l y l n g time as: P.lot ; ob-^vcr. . . ^ .: ^ . . W ^ : observer ... ^ _ ) 

5. Eye: Inspection .WPTW*1 
6. Associated parallel movements _ 
7. Visual acuity: R. E.. 20/ » 
8. Depth perception (uncorrected) -
9. Heterophoria at 6 meters: Eso . 0 

10. Red leas test i i m « X --
H . Accommodation: R. - X j L - D . 

(Jaeger type): Right J. — . . . 
12. Color vision • • W - l t « X A l h W * 
13. Field oi vision (form): R. . . . • © r a a l E 
14. Refraction: R. reads 20/20 with ..JW.... S. C - • • • • • • 
15. Ear: History of ear trouble . -• 

16. External ear: R. - • W j r t L . J J ^ T 
17. i k . o , whisper): R. . » - /20. L . 1 0 , 20. 

18. Nares 
19. "-et! 

(a) 

Nystagmus .. P P * * 
Kquftl Reaction l o m f t l 

L . E., 20/ ....80.... , correctible to 20/ "T* 
With correction — mm. 
9 L . H . . . . M i . Prism divergence 7 

: P c B . i i 0 mm. Pd ( 6 mm. — 

Addition required for 50 cm. R ~ L . . 
Left J . V , correctible to J . 

Pupils: Equality 

correctible to 20/ ^ 
JJ} mm. 

. . . E x o 0 R . H . 
Angle convergence: 

L. til 
... correctible to J. 

dorsal 
• CAx 

Ophthalfnoscopic: R. 
0 L . reads 20/ 20 with S. mm. ... CAx • 

Membrana 
Audiometer (perc 

Tonsils 

6 7 
Right 

6 5 4 
(EXE .linee's) 

3 2 1 1 2 3 
Left 
4 5 

i: R. 9**9*1 L. 
L. 

Komtl 

ITiS 14 13 12 It 10 9 9 10 11 12 1 
(A) Remarks, including other defects 

nt loss): R. — . . . . I - S ? — — -

6 7 8 miuing natural teeth by X -

i r m 6 " f p p h y s i c a l l y j u a l l t t 
I f t - ^ - f l y i n g - d u t y . -

(c) Prosthetic appliances 
20. History of swing, train, air, or sea sickness 
21. Barany chair (when indicated with results) 

...fl$jf. .-— 
(Encelleut. good, (air, bad) 

166 
pounds. Chest: Inspiration . 

t t i <</) ^Classification2 . ' . " . . - S f - — 
-Su r^eoH, 3 

22. Posture Figure 

24. Skin and lymphatics 
25. Bones, joints, muscles - r ^ - r f ? * 

23. Height, 69*5. inches. Weight 
Endocrine 

( i . igtu. 

Abdomen 4 30.5 

Feet 

26. Heart . „ . 
27. Pulse rate, IP. 

Two minutes after exercise 

28. Arteries 

5. ..JP 
TO 

Character 

Schneider .. Pulse immeaiatel m Schneider 1 

Ful l »M Kepular 

ter exerase 

Varicose veins 

W . » . , A . O . O . F o r m N o . «* 
(May 20, 1M1) 



29. Respiratory system Itomikl 
30. X-ray of chest1 J S * 
31. Abdominal viscera feratl 
32. Hernia lOttt 
33. Genito-urinary system . Jtoml 
34. Nervous system: Reflexes, gait, coordination, musculatu 

35. Laboratory procedures: Kahn 1 

Urinalysis: Reaction . . A 6 . M Sp. gr. 
36. Estimated adaptability for military aeronauti 

37. Remarks on conditions not sufficiently descri 

Hemorrhoids 

tremor, and other pertinent tests 

Wassermann1 .TT... 
Sugar HQL£* Microscopical U o g i 

38. Is the examinee physically qualified for flying duty? TPfl#-..- If yes, i a j^h^lass? X.. 
If disqualified, indicate defects by paragraph number . . .*SSt . .„^J5^^ja 

39. Have defects been waived by The Adjutant General? If yes, give da! 
If no, is waiver recommended? Is request for waiver attached? 

40. Is the examinee incapacitated for active service? If yes, indicate defect by paragrapfiTnumber 
41. Corrective measures or other action recommended ... 

42. If applicant for appointment: Does he meet physical requirements? SR Do you recommend acceptance with minor 

physical defects? - If rejection is recommended, specify cause 

(Place) 

\PPROVED: IVIEWED AND7 WROVE 

Major 
(Senior flight surgeo:. 

(Date) 

Medical Corps. 

Headquarters 
To the Commanding General, 

Remarks and recommendations 

C«ptain I M I i i l L Corps. 
(Name and gnAe) 

Corps. 
"(Name and grade) 

> m i # 1«% L t . f M f m A Corps. 
(Name and grade) 

1st Ind.s 

19. 

(Name) (Grade) 

2d Ind. s 

.,19 To The Adjutant General. 

(Organiration and arm or serviS) 
Commanding. 

< Keouire.1 for candidates for commission, Reserve officers reporting for extended active duty, and applicants for flying » d e t 
• State actio* talcen on recommendation ofthe board. If incapacitated for active service, state whether action by retiring board Is recommended. 

NOTE.—l/»e typewriter if practicable. Attach additional plain sheets if required. 



Fi l e Under 293 Gatl in , James F. ASH 0-685331 

INDEX AND SYNOPSIS 2 9 JUL 1946 

Transmittal letter- l i s t i n g Foras S-tfA forwarded for 

infonnation requested* 

PRC??: 0Ql*J Identif icat ion Section I 

TO : World iTar JJ Recorda Adsainiatrafcion.Center, AGO, St, Louia, J/X), 

DOCOKEKT F IASD UIH2ER 293 

g to, ^ ^ - V O ^ ^ , ^ ^ ^ ^ 

— , . / 

• • 

V, 



(Germany K-51) 8142 

HEADQUARTERS 
S m a G M GRAVES REXlISTRATICli COMMAND 

EUROrEnN AREA 
AFO 58 U S ARMI 

BK* 273.9 (IB) 

SUBJECT: Burial Information / /, 

27 July 1948 

TO: The Quartermaster General 
Vfashin^ton 25 ^ . G. 

^ 3 
1. Reference i s made to OQMG Form 371 fo r F i r s t Ueutenant Jafflea F . 

G a t l i n , 0 68? 331. | ^ 
2. Tne aoove may be associated with the following unfenbwjg inter­

red in*US military Ceioetery St ..void: X-1082, x-1083 and X-1084. 

3. Continued e f f o r t w i l l be made oo i d e n t i f y one of tne unknowns as 
the subject casual ty. 

FOR THE COiaMANDIHG OFFICER: 

Miijor, Infantry 
Acc^ Asst A i j Gen 

• 

• 



p 
QHGMR 293 
Gault, Paul 
13043655 5 August 194S 

SUBJECTi Disintenaent Operation 

TO: Coananding Officer 
Philadelphia Quartena*ster Depot 
2800 Sooth 20th Street 
Philadelphia 45, Pennsylvania 
ATTN: AGil Division 

1. Forwarded herewith ia Cop/ 15 of Disinterment Directive 

00267 for T/S«t Paul Sf. Gault, 13CM»3655. 

2. Request acknowledgment of receipt by indorsement hereon. 

BI CCUUAHD OF MAJOR G EH ERAL LARKIN: 

Disinterment Directive 1910 0028? 
Copy #5 

POOLE ROGERS 
Captain, QUO 
Ueaorial Division 

- -

• 
13" 

CO r 

co 2 

St 



A / j / ^ AG 704 (30 lhr 50) 
f'-i 

^ mUORiiWUn FOR RECORD: 

Efi R/imnh/l C670/11828 

30 March 1950 

SUBJECT: Review of Circumstances Surrounding Disappearance 
of Personnel Presumed Dead, 

1. The fo i lowing-named A i r Corps personnel wore r epor ted mi s s ing i n a c t i o n 
over Germany on 23 December 1944, w h i l e i n f l y i n g pay s t a t u s , by ETO Shipment 
No. 003i 

1st Lt 
2d Lt 
S Sgt 

G a t l i n . James F. f _ J r . 
Bi e z i s , Stephen V, 
Sanchez, Joe R, 

0824081 
39290993 

2. Findings of Death wore made i n the cases of the above-named persons, 
under the provisions of Section 5, ML88ing, Persons Act, by S.R. & D. No. 4974, 
showing tho presumed date of death as 24 December 1945, 

3. Missing A i r Crew Report No. 11661, submitted by the 575th BSmbardment 
Squadron, 391st Bombardment Group on 28 December 194-1, i d e n t i f i e s subject persons 
as members of the six-man crow of B-26 a i r c r a f t No. 42-107671 which v/as l o s t on 
a mission to Ahrweiler, Germany on 23 December 1944. The plane was l a s t sighted 
three miles east of tho target by Major Herschel S. Harkins, 0668065, and 1st Lt 
John A. Garside. A statement furnished by tho l a t t e r i s attached to the Roport 
and i s quoted: 

"I v/as f l y i n g lead a i r c r a f t , lead box, on the mission to bomb 
Ahrweiler, (R/R Viaduct) Germany, 23 Deoember 1944# After turning 
off the bomb run and a f t e r having dropped our bombs on the primary 
target, we had our f i r s t f i e r c e attack by enemy fighters numbering 
approximately f i f t y to seventy-five. The fighters attacked from 
tho rear and i n waves of f i f t e e n to twenty at a time, I saw three 
a i r c r a f t on f i r e , two of which were diving in flames toward the 
ground and the t h i r d losing a l t i t u d e rapidly. To the right and bo-
low my f l i g h t I saw an a i r c r a f t f l y i n g straight and l e v e l , l a t e r 
determined to be a i r c r a f t No. 42-107671, with the l e f t engine on 
f i r e and tho r i g h t engine feathered, I did not see any chutes 
leave the a i r c r a f t , but his position denoted that he was b a i l i n g 
out his crew. This a c t i v i t y occurred about three miles east of 
Kirchweiler, Germanyc 

4. The names and status of remaining crew members follow} 
• 

1st Lt Adair, John J. 0746676 PCCT-EUS 
S Sgt Cowart, Milton E. 18190494 KIA 
S Sgt Weissker, Wiilian L« 14070304 KIA 

Staff Sergeants Cowart and Yfeisskor wore reported missing i n action on 
date and by the sa.me Shipment number as subject persons and were presi 
as of the same date and under tho same provisions. Subsequently, they were re­
ported k i l l e d i n action on the date they wore i n i t i a l l y reporte^ m^sfeofig ^ 
t i o n by ETO Shipment Numbers 074 and 075, Burial Reports included-£n q a j f ^ f e j ^ ^ 

Ta«ntific8tioD Br«n^ 



/ / 

AG 7C4 (30 U r r 50) 11828 

f i l a show ccuso and place of death for S Sgt Cowart ns bullet wound left chest, 
Manderscheid; and for S Sgt Y/eissker, junp from plcne, Bettenfeld. Each was 
identified by identification tags* 

5. Captured Gorman Records from Interrogation Center, Dulag Luft, No, 
KU 1180A report the crash of t h i s a i r c r a f t at Mainz and the capture of the sur­
vivor. The names of tho entire crew are l i s t e d under the reference which con­
tains no clue as to t h e i r f a t e , 

6. Manderscheid and Bettenfeld are adjaoent towns located iipproxine'.tely 
35 miles south and s l i g h t l y west of Ahrweiler. Mainz l i o s 60 - 65 miles east 
of Manderscheid-, 

7. On Individual Casualty Questionnaires attached to the Missing A i r Crew 
Report, Lt Adair states that the entire crew parachuted from the plane. He 
added the following statement: 

''VThen I l e f t the plane the co-pilot was ready to follow me, 
the p i l o t was f l y i n g the plane, t assume the rest of the crev/ was 
Jumping, P i l o t & Co-Pilot to my Icnowledge were uninjured. The 
other three members wore i n the rear of the plane, these I did not 
see. 

* * * * * * 
" . . . . l / L t Schi ro t o l d me that he had counted s i x of us b a i l i n g 

/out of our a i r c r a f t . " 

Lt Adair further states that an explosion blew the bomb-bay door open which 
knocked him over, After picking himself up, he found the bomb-bay to be com­
pl e t e l y on f i r e , 

8. S. R.. & D. No. 4974 quotes a reply from Lt Adair, dated 24 October 
1945, to a l e t t e r of inquiry addressed to him. The l e t t e r reads i n part as 
follows: 

"On the morning of 23 Dec. 44 at approximately 1030, we took 
off with our Group to bomb a target i n Vfestern Germany,. We pro­
ceeded to our target which was a rail r o a d viaduct at Ahrweiler, 
Germany... .After bombs away I moved aft to the navigators compart^-
ment to operate the navigation equipment,.,41 had just set my 
equipment on the navigators table when we were h i t i n the bombay 
by f i g h t e r s . The explosion blew open the bomb-bay door which h i t 
me and knocked me over on the navigators table. After I picked 
myself up I opened the bomb-bay door to check the damage and I 
found the bomb-bay to be completely on f i r e , I then removed ray-
f l a k suit and put on my shute, and went forward to t e l l L t . G a t l i n , 
the p i l o t , that we were on f i r e . . - , , I hesitated for a moment to see 
i f they were ready to jump, Lt. Biezis was out of his ser^t and 
waiting for me to go; Lt. Gatlin was f l y i n g the plane with his 
l e f t hand and ringing the alarm b o l l with his r i g h t hand, s t i l l 
i n the p i l o t s seat. (At t h i s time neither L t . Gatlin or Lt. Biezis 
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were woundod as to S/Sgt 's Sanchez, Weissakor and Cowart I don' t 
know. I hadn't been i n touch wi th them since I l e f t the nose f o r 
i n the navigators coirpartment I haden't time to hook up my head­
set. ) I then looked back and the f i r e was r ight behind my head 
next I jumped out of the plane which was at about 10,000 f t . 

* * * * * 
"While I was at Dulag-Luf t , ?,etzlar, Germany I met a 2nd L t . 

Charles F . Abe l , .who wa.s shot down the same day that we were*,;... 
de described to me a person who very c l o s e l y resembled my c o - p i l o t , 
L t . B i e z i s , but he d i d n ' t know th i s fe l lows name. He met th i s f e l l o w 
i n an i n f an t ry prisoner stockade to which the Germans had taken thorn... 
Their next stop was a c i v i l i a n j a i l a t Vi tburg /Bi tburgT, Germany. 
This j a i l was bombed 25 Dec. 44, wether any of Tho crew could have 
been k i l l e d i n t h i s bombing I have been unable to f i n d out, 

* * * * * 
"Here I found a L t . S c h i r o . . w h o was f l y i n g on our wing the 

day that we were shot down. He t o l d me that he had counted s ix of^ 
us come out of the plane and s ix open shutes. The plane had been 
f l y i n g s t ra ight and l e v e l and then went into a shallow glide in to 
the ground about 40 kilometers south of Ahrweiler , Germany. 

* * * * * 
"But now I am inc l i n e d to believe that the Germans shot them 

when they h i t the ground or vory soon there a f t e r . . . . I have seen 
what the Germans have dono to people and I woun't be surorised i f 
this wasn't true. I t i s very u n l i k e l y th-.t some accident could have 
happened to them a l l . Out of 24 men l o s t i n our Squadron that day 
only two of us survived, and to mo t h i s doesn't seem a c c i d e n t a l ^ , " 

9. Missing A i r Crew Report No. 11551 contains a statement by Ifojor Herschell 
S Harkins covering the movements of the entire f l i g h t . Regarding the plane of 
which subject persons were crew members he states, " A i r c r a f t #42-107671 which 
had been f l y i n g the s l o t p o s i t i o n i n my f l i g h t was seen off to my l e f t with his 
wheels down, one engine feathered and the other apparently burning, with chutes 
coming out, that i s , I d e f i n i t e l y saw one chute. The area nbove me and to my l o f t 
where my f l i g h t would normally have been, was a maelstrom of burnim- fight e r s 
and bombers.,,," D b 

10. There are no Burial Reports f o r the subject men in the o f f i c e of The 
Quartermaster General at this time, 

11, The a i r c r a f t of which subject persons were crew members wos attacked by 
a force of enemy figh t e r planes setting the l e f t engine on f i r e a f t e r p a r t i c i p a t i n 
i n a mission to Ahrweiler, Germany. Ah observer saw no parachutes energe but 
the position of the a i r c r a f t denoted that the p i l o t was b a i l i n g out his crew. 

members of the crew are currently car r i e d as k i l l e d i n action and one was < 
returned to m i l i t a r y control at the cessation of h o s t i l i t i e s . The remains of the 
two crew members, i d e n t i f i e d by i d e n t i f i c a t i o n tags, were recovered from adjacent 
towns approximately 35 miles south and s l i g h t l y west of the target. The survivor 
states that he was informed that a l l s i x members of the crew bailed out and ex­
pressed the opinion that subject persons and those currently car r i e d as k i l l e d 

3 
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i n action wore k i l l e d a f ter reaching the ground. Although there i s no confirma­
t i o n of t h i s , i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t that while Staff Sergeants Cowart and Weissker 
were i n possession of t h e i r i d o n t i f i c a t r o n tags at the time they were buried 
by the Germans, t h e i r death v/as unreported. Although the German documents re­
port the crash of the a i r c r a f t i n question at Mainz, approximately 65 miles 
east of the point at which the remains of the two deceased crew members were 
found, i t i s only reasonable to believe that t h i s was the reporting o f f i c e and 
does not represent the actual place of crash. While i t i s e n t i r e l y possible 
that the subject men did not evacuate t h e i r plane, the unconfirmed reoorts 
indicating that they parachuted and v/ere k i l l e d l a t e r , casts a question of doubt 
as to whether, they met death as the res u l t of the crash of t h e i r plane. It is 
considered, therefore, that i n s u f f i c i e n t information exists at the present time 
to v/arrant the issuance of o f f i c i a l reports of death, pursuant to the provisions 
of Section 9 of the Missing Persons Acte 

l&izabeth A. Ridgway 
Investigator 

CONCUR: , / / f 

j 

f & S N. B.STARR 
' Captain, AGD 

Ass t . OIC, Det. & Rev. Unit 
Casualty Section 
PA Branch, AGO 

COPY FOR: 
OQMG, Mem. Div. (one oopy f o r each in d i v i d u a l named i n par. l ) 
AG 201 f i l e of each in d i v i d u a l named i n par. 1, 

—<—V 

Source material obtained as a result of t h i s investigation i s f i l e d i n the 
AG 201 f i l e of 1st Lt James F. Ga t l i n , J r . , 0685331, unless otherwise indicated. 

• f. 
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QKOKS 293 ^ & j l s t Ind 
GRS European 
SUBJSCTt Request for Infomation 

Dept. of the krmy, 0310, Washington 25, D. C,, 8 Deceaber 1950 

TO: Coamanding Officer, 7887 Graves Registration LeUchaent, APO 757, 
e/o Postaaster, Sew York, New Tork 

Attached are photostat copies of Meaorandnm for Record and a l l 
available dental charts for l/Lt James f. Gatlin, Jr., 0-685331, 2/11 
Stephen V. Bieaia, 0-824081 aod S/Sgt. Joe ft. Sanohea, 39290993 which 
includes a l l available inforaation on subject decedents. 

FOR THK CDARTFRMASTKR CKHFRJH: 

4 Inols 
1. Photo e/ Meao 

for Record 
2. Photo cjrs Forms 79 

(Gatlin) 
3. Photo cv Form 79 

(Biesis) 
4. Photo cjs torns 79 

(Sanehee) 

THQSCAS £ . COX 
Captain CMC 
Memorial Division 

I 

• 
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F o r m p r e ( e r l b e 4 b y 

C o m p t r o l l e r G e n e r a l . U . S . 
7 O c t o b e r 1944 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE 

WASHINGTON ZS, D. C. 

"7 
4974 

FINDING OF DEATH OF MISSING PERSON 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 5 of the Act of 7 March 1942 (Public Lav 490 77th 
Cong.) as amended, upon direction and delegation by The Secretary of Uar, The Chief, 
Casualty Branch, The Adjutant General's Office, finds First Lieutenant JameB aatlin. 

Junior, Ajomy Serial Number 0685331, Air Corps, ' ^ : r ~ T - - - ^ ^ Z 
to be dead. He uas officially reported as missing in action as of the 23rd day" 
0/December 194 4. For the purposes stated in said Act, death is presumed t& bme oc­
curred on the 34th day Of December* 194$. 

^ J L BY ORDER OF THB SECRRTjj.RYpF'wAR 

SUMMARY OF INFORMATI 

ADJUTANT CEN&tAL. 
CHIEF. CASUALTY BRANCH 

AREA 

European 

JUMP U N E OF OWN MIS* tm cimr 
STATUS STATUS DUTY COHOOCT S T * ' . . 

Yes No Yes No Yes 

«UIH.O' 

PREVIOUS REVIEWS 

None 
DATE OF BIRTH 

9 Aug 1919 

SOME ADDRESS 

Jacksonville, Florida 

DATE OF ENTRY ON CURRENT 

ACTIVE SERVICE 

26 Jun 1943 

LENGTH Of SERVKC- ( A S Of PRCJOMED 

E M E R G E N C Y ADDRESSEE 
NAME 

Mrs„ Jessie Goff F a i r c l o t h 

RELATIONSHIP 

Aunt 

ADDRESS 

267 Gregory Place 
J acksonv i l l e , F l o r i d a 

BENEFICIARIES 
NAME 

Mrs. Jess ie Goff F a i r c l o t h 

RELATIONSHIP 

Aunt 

ADDRESS 

267 Gregory Place 
Jacksonvil le , , F l o r i d a 

NAME 

Mrs, Ruth Newlan Taylor" 

RELATIONSHIP 

Cousin 

ADDRESS 

SoFoD. Number F i v e , Box 226 
Live 0ak 9 F l o r i d a 

REMARKS 

-
• r 

Distribution bt. 

Circumstances of Disappearance; The subject person became missing i n act ion when 
the plane, of which he was a crew member, was 
severely damaged by enemy a i r c r a f t and crashed i n 
the v i c i n i t y of Ahrwei ler , Germany, 

ASN as EMi 14,058.257 

WD AGO FORM n o K O 
1 FEB 1 9 ' * 5 U O s ' 0 

THIS FORM SUPERSEDES WO AGO FORM 0353. 1 NOVEMBER 1944. 
WHICH MAY BC USED UNTIL EXISTING STOCKS ARE EXHAUSTED. 



WAR DEPARTMENT 
T H E A D J U T A N T G E N E R A L ' S O F F I C E 

W A S H I N G T O N 2 5 . D. C . 

-BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT 
3492^40 

GATLIN JAMES F JR 
P L A C E O F C A S U A L T Y 

GERMANY9 

S E R I A L N U M B E R 

0 - 6 8 5 3 3 1 
D A T E O F C A S U A L T Y 

3 DEC 4 4 

O R A D E 

1 LT 
PLTIN 0 OR 

JUMFIHS ITAT 

A 

T Y P E O F 
C A S U A L T Y 

MJA 
NAME AND ADDRESS OF EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE 

A R M O R 
- S E R V I C E 

AC 

R E P O R T I N G 
- T H E A T R E 

ETO 
S H I P M E N T N U M B E R 

0 0 3 

P E R S 0 N IS NOT NECESSARILY THE NEXT.OP.K,N 0 R ^ J ^ u ' S S S S i A ^ S ZKTSZS'SXk ^ L ^ J S ^ S I J ^ S T ^ i T ^ ^ « T ^ t S S 
- r . - n n o - n i s s I m s 1 11 A M b M l U U L l I N I T I A L — L A S T N A M E 
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R E L A T I O N S H I P D A T E N O T I F I E D 

T A \ T > ! C l a 

267 PLACE ^RKSOIJTILM Fr.n^TnA 
—LU JAM 4n a i i 

C O R R E C T E D C O P Y 

A C T I O N B Y P R O C E S S I N G A N D V E R I F I C A T I O N S E C T I O N , REPORT VMIP.ED 
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l ay 10, 
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/ 
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Dear Srs« Pairelofcht / 

r> Aray Effscts Bureau, has received sorxs 
additional property of your naphew. First Lieutenant 
Jones F. Gatlin, Jr. 

/These effects are being fonrarded to yon 
in two oartonr. 

If, for some reason, the property has not 
reached you st the expiration of thirty days from the 
date of this letter, pleese notify ce so tracer can be 
instituted* 

Qie aotion of this Bureau in transmitting 
personal effects does not, of itself, vest title in the 
recipient. Such property is forwarded for distribution 
according to ihe lam of the state of decedent's legal 
residence, 

I regret tht ciroumstanoaa prompting thia 
letter, end/vdah to express TS? sympathy in the loaa of 
yoor nephew. 

Tours very truly. 

9^ 

69/ 

21 

/.. . , 5 ; ; 

• ̂  • -
• • j 

D. S* JOHRSTOH 
2nd L t . , qto 
Chief, Ada. Div. 

- p. 



AMOUHT CK.F:xK 

ACCOUNT NUMBER 

HpTp p̂ r.REPANCY IN 
N A UE 

SERIAL NUMBER 

KANK 

INCLOSE VALUABLES 
SHIP VALUABLES 

VALUABLES SHIPPED BY (clerk) 

PE.CIPIENT FROM 

1st Lt, Jamea F. Gatlin 

0-685351" ^ 

349262 D 

Mrs. Jessie Goff Faircloth 

267 Gregory Place^^^ 

Jacksonviilo, tlorida 

CASUALTY REPORT 

I NVENTORY 

FORM 20 

LETTER 

NO. A TYPE OF COWTAINES 

EIVE LOPE 

CARTONS 

PACKAGE 

FOOT LOCKER 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 

REMOVE Gl 

SHIP BLOODSTAINED 

SHIP DAMAGED 

REMOVE B L ' O S T A I N E D 

REMOVE DAMAGED 

F I L M S RE MOVED 

D |4 R Y R PMOVED 

3 ATE OF F I N D I N G 

VvBtmh SUMMARY COURT DATA 
APPLICANT 

DATE ACTION TAKE W 

i l [Tt REV !E»EN (initials) 

— : ^'P?r? 

REMARKS 

ORDER tok kTHW 
E F F OM FORM | 4 

10 OCT 19*5 

.-R INKED 

E X P R E S S 

DA MAT 
, M i r P I N G C L E R K 

g Q U T I H fl 

i x r - f r ^ N t K G BRANCH 

WAREHOUSE 
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6-5351 E LAUNDRY INVENTORY 
ARMY E F F E C T S B U R E A U G-5331E' 

D R Y C L E A N I N G 

TROUSERS. WOOL 

COAT. SERVICE. WOOL 

OVERCOAT. LONG 

OVERCOAT. SHORT. WOOL 

CAP. GARRISON 

CAP. SERVICE 

TIES. WOOL 

GLOVES. LEATHER OR WOOL 2 
SCARFS. SILK. RAYON. OR WhTOL 2 ^ : 
SWEATERS 

TRUNKS. SWIM 

LEGGINGS 

BATHROBES 

BED ROLL 

COMFORTER 

Do noi use 

1 

L A U N D R Y 

SHIRTS. WOOL 

TROUSERS. COTTON 

TIE. COTTON 

UNDERSHIRTS. COTTON 

SHIRTS. DRESS. COTTON 

DRAWERS. COTTO 

j^EA-remRTS. COTTON OR WOOL 

DRAWERS. WOOL 

SOCKS. COTTON. PR. 

SOCKS. WOOL. PR. 

PAJAMA TOPS 

PAJAMA BOTTOMS 

FATIGUES. 1 P C . COTTON 

FATIGUES. TOPS. COTTON 

FATIGUES. TROUSERS. COTTON 

FATIGUES. CAP 

BELT. COTTON 

TOWEL. HAND 

TOWEL. BATH 

CLOTH. WASH 

GLOVES. COTTON 

JACKET. FIELD 

SUPPORTERS. ATHLETIC 

HANDKERCHIEFS 

SCARFS. COTTON 

'ft 

i % 
i S 
I it I 1 

I | 
! 

I f 
1 '« 

11 

1 

I i 
fe. >.; 

I i 
\ 



AR;,;Y iiF?EJTS : 'KEAli 
Summary Cu i r t - a r t ^ a l ^ 

KMSAS CITY QU'uJTiilulASTiiK DEPOT • Case'^o. ^^-349262 
601 '-Tard^.-ity Avenue ' 'JsU/SL/flar 

Kansas City i , Missouri Date 8 Hovember 1948 

SUBJbCT: Report of transactions in di«po«ing of the effects of 

James Oatlln. Junior , 0-686331 late a 
ame of deceased; ij (Army S e r i a l Number J 

Firat Lieutenant , Air Corpa ? h o d i e d 

(Grade) (Orraniz;-.tion, Arm or Service) 

on the 24th day of Deoembea9 4̂  at Germany 

TO: The Adjutant Ceneral, War Departmoat, Washington'25, D. C. 

I. Complying with A.W. 112, a Summary Court-Martial, convened at Kansas City, 
Mo., pursuant to S.O. 69, Hq., KCQM Depot, dated 25 May tfor the purpose of 
disposing of the effects of the above-named sol d i e r , or person subject to a l l i t a r y 
law reports that: 

a. No legal representative or widow of decedent being present at decedent's 
camp or quarters, effects of decedent wore forwarded to this Sunmary Court-Martial. 

b. Local debtors owed decedent's estate $ none of which the sum of $ none 
was collected, ( i f nothing was found due or collected, stato "None", otherwise 
attach, itemized statement of sums owing aad collected.) ( i n c l . none) 

c. Decedent owed undispjted l o c a l creditors the sum of $ none, which has 
been paid by the Summary Court-Martial from funds of decedent. (See inclosed receipt 
none, Incl none). 

d. Disposition of decedent's effects (less money paid creditors, i f any) 
has been made by the Sumnary Court-Martial by transmittal through the Quartermaster 
Coros. at Government expense to person found e n t i t l e d (See Summary Court-Martial 
FINDING below). 

PliiDIHG 

Before a Summary Court-Martial which convened at Kansas City, Missouri, on 

4 Hovember 1948 , pursuant to S.O. 69 , Headquarters, KCQM Depot, 

dated 26 Maroh 1948 , the application or affidavit of Mra. Jessie G, Pairoloth 

for the effects of the above-named deceased soldier, or person subject to mi l i t a r y 

law, nnw i n the possession of the United States, with other relevant evidence, was 

duly considered; 

Whereupon, this Summary Court-Martial finds that,, under the provisions of A.W. 112, 

Mra. Jeaaie G. Pairoloth of 
(Name of person found entitled) 

267 Gregory Plaae . Jaokaonvillo state of 
(Number, S t r e e t or Avenue) ( C i t y , 'Town or Vi l l age" ) 

Plorida is the Aunt of the 
(Aelationship or Capacity) 

above-named decedent and appears to be enti t l e d to receive his or her effects. 

(Signature of Summary Court-Martial)" 

JOHN S. DAY, Capt QM0 

EFP QM ̂ orm „ s ' (Name. Rank. Oreanigai 
"9 May .1948 
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A T T A C H M E N T S 

/ 

INBOUND INVENTORY 

G. R. CR SUB GR LABEL 

WILL OR POWER OF ATTY, 

TALLY IN FORM i l 

EFFECTS INVENTORY 
ARMY E F F E C T S B U R E A U 

• S T A T U S 

DECEASED 

MISSING 

ABANDONED 

BAGS. CLOTH OR TRAVEL BELT 

BELT. MONEY (NO MONEY) BOOKS. ADDRESS 

BILLFOLD (NO MONEY) BOOKS. PILOT LOG 

BOOKS BRUSHES 

BRACELET. IDENT. CASE 

CAMERAS CLOTH. WASH 

CLOTHING COATS 

MISC. A R T I C L E S ^ " FOOTLOCKER 

RELIGIOUS ARTICLES FOOTWEAR. PR. 

RIBBONS. DECORATION GLASSES 

SHORT SNORTER GLOVES. PR. 

SOUVENIR MONEY HANDKERCHIEFS ^ 

H E A D W E A R - ' ^ SOUVENIRS 7 
HANDKERCHIEFS ^ 

H E A D W E A R - ' ^ 

TESTAMENTS JACKETS 

TOWELS & WASHCLOTHS i KITS • 

U. S. MONEY (AMOUNT) KNIVES 

WATCH LETTERS 

WINGS LIGHTERS z 

OVERCOATS 

PAPERS. PERSONAL 

PENCIL, MECHANICAL 

PEN. FOUNTAIN 

PHOTOS 

PIPES 

RINGS 

SCARFS 

SHIRTS 

SOCKS. PR. 

STATIONERY 

TIES 

TOBACCO 

TOILET ARTICLES 

TOWELS t - * " " " - " 

TROUSERS. P R . * ^ ^ " 

TRUNKS. PR. 

UNDERWEAR 

CONTAINERS ADDRESSED TO 

S3 

5g 
:] 

NAME AND STATUS VARIATIONS 

INFORMATION 

CROSS REFERENCE 

CHECK R E C D 
BY 

NUMBER BUREAU CHECK 

MONEY ORDER 

R E C D 
BY 

NUMBER 

TRANSMIT ORIGINAL 

BOND 

R E C D 
BY 

SYMBOL ORIG. REG. MAIL 

TRAV. CHECK 

R E C D 
BY 

SYMBOL 

TO G. A. 0 . 

FOREIGN CURRENCY 

R E C D 
BY 

AMOUNT MUTILATED 

U. S. CURRENCY 

R E C D 
BY 

AMOUNT 

TO ISSUING AGENCY 

BANK 
OR 

PLACE OF ISSUE 

PAYEE 

REMITTER 
OR 

DRAWER 

IF 
•ORIG. NO. OF PKGS. EXAMINING DATE 

2d 
HUG DATE . I . , BOX NO. SHEET 

OF SHEETS 

NAME 

ORGANIZATION 
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In Reply Refer Tc 

ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
SAS CITY QL'ARTKRMASTKR DEPOT 

ARMY EFFECTS BUREAU 
601 Har do at J' Avonue 

Kansas City 1, Missouri 

5492 

(3-11-15-45) 
RTB:'.A:raj 
September 11, 1945 

5l 

i i r s . Jessie a. 'Faircloth 
267 Gregory i-lace 
Jacksonville, Florida 

Dear Mrs. F a i r c l o t h : 

4 

The Army Bff^ota Dur^un i s forwarding to ycu the 
following poraonal property, recently rocoivod here, belong­
ing to ycur nephew, F i r s t Lieutenant James F. Ga t l i n , J r . : 

1 Carton and contents 
1 Bureau check for $22,69 - inclosed « 

action i n trar.siaittin.-; th<} pr..porty does not, 
of i t so I f , voct t i t l e i n you, Tho i t e m ".re rorwardod i n 
order that you aay act as gratuitous•halloo in caring for 
thorn ponding the return of the owcor, who has boon reported 
raisslng i n action. In tho event ba later is rooortcd a 
casualty, ard I sincerely hope ho Dover i n , i t v.'ill bo neoes-
sary that tho property bo turnod ovor to the person or porsons 
l e g a l l y e n t i t l e d to rocoivo i t , 

TShen delivery has boon wade, I sh a l l appreciate 
your acknowledging rocoipt by ai m i n g ona oopy of'this l e t t e r 
i n the space provided bolow, and returning i t to t h i s bureau. 
For your convenience, there i s inclosed an addressed envoiopo 
which n^odr, no poatige, 

-

I regret tho ciroumstancos prompting t h i s l e t t e r , 
and wish to express my hope fo r the safe return of yournenhew. 

Yours very t r u l y , 

Inc l— 
Envelope 
Check 

c B. igmoj 
2nd L t . , <iMG 
Chief , F i l e s Branch 

Recoir t acknowlodrod: 

y^Signature of Bai lee) 
E f f , q^Form 205 (11 Apr 45) 



W3 

E f f e c t s of: 

None 

ASN 

Case Wo, 

Wt. 

A i m SSHVIC3 1!,CUCES 

STIP TO: 

l e t L t . Jajues F . O e t l l n , J r . 

0-685331 

349262-M 

Hrs . Jess ie a . F a i r c l o t h 

267 Oregory Place 

J acksonv i l l e , F l o r i d a 

DATS s^r^F-npgr 1945 
RT3:\VA:mj i'Oiv: 2 f rec ta QuartelTiiaster 

ROUTING: 

x Inclose Eni-oou Check 
Acct. No, 111QP9 
Amount ̂ 22.69 v>y. 

Inclose "Valnnbles" iton 
_Ship : 'Valnablec" itemCs) 

"7 ^ 77 
1 / Accounting B r a n c h / ^ 
2 / VlarehouEe D i v i s i o n 

j F i l e s Branch, Adm, Div . 

P.er.cvfj 0 . 1 . 
^ Koto discrepancy in_ 

Fll l i is renovorl 
P i s r y ror.oved 
laujidry romovecl 

111089 

349262 

140705 df 

September 45 

Jessie G. Faircloth 22.69 

Tv;enty-Tv/o and 69 / IOO 

RZI/ARKB: 
Ship damaged property 

E f f . 9a Forra 14 (26 Dec 44) 

FrarkoS 
l in t . -"Jrp. Chgs. 
I n t . F r t . Chgs. . 
ITo. of packages _2_ 

Shippi^p Ciierk 

• 



I 

•J 

• 

Cc 

r 
A 

3 

NAME AND STATUS VARIATIONS CROSS REFERENCE 

CHECK REC'D 
BY 

NUMBER BUREAU CHECK / 

MONEY ORDER 

REC'D 
BY 

NUMBER 

TRANSMIT ORIGINAL 

BOND 

REC'D 
BY 

SYMBOL 
ORIG. REG. MAIL 

TRAV. CHECK 

REC'D 
BY 

SYMBOL 

TO G. A. 0 . 

FOREIGN CURRENCY 

REC'D 
BY 

AMOUNT 
MUTILATED 

U. S. CURRENCY 

REC'D 
BY 

AMOUNT 

TO ISSUING AGENCY 
DATE 

BANK 
OR 

PLACE OF ISSUE 

/ 
PAYEE 

REMITTER 
OR 

DRAWER 

ORIG. NO. OF PKGS. 

0^ 
EXAMINING DATE BOX NO. SHEET \. 

OF L 
nt 

- l - S H E E T S 
NAME 

ORGANIZATION IZATION (J-y 

S0£ 
WAREHOUSE SPACE 

i \J2lu 
EXAM-INED BY 

A. S. N. 

Q -6 I A 

ANK . / J / / CASE NO. 

DIARY REMOVED 

PHOTO FILM REMOVED 

MOTION PICTURE F l ^ l REMOVED 

S H I P P E D ' 
DATE BY WHOM 

M FORK II (15 JUNE 46> IOOH L A R U E . R C. 7 - 8 - 4 6 



REMOVALS (o(Jier than O . / . ) DAMAGES (Usi type o/ damage-extent) 

f 
„ J . ^ 

/ 
if 

u 

1 

S H O R T A G E S 

1 ^ . k j n ^ . J ^ K j y x Z t s U > U p b t ^ " U. S. GOV'T CHECK SHORT 

/ CJU& CU O-ife ) C^cJ— + UJO^l.rUly* 
NUMBER 

o , 

\ 

SYMBOL ^ , _ 

\ 
A M O U N T ^ 

\ / -Ln ^ 3 ^ , ^ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

i V 

\ 

\ 

?: : 

;:.' • 
I 
i 
f; 

li 
I, ! 
1 

• 



X A B W - Kaiuu CUjr - I-M-4S-WU 

N A M E QATLIN, JAMES"F, JP Jjf B Z S 1 

—^- ( y 
BAY PALLET BOX TALLY 

49 52 sr n 
TYPE OF PKG. WHSE. SPACE INVENTORIED 

BOX 
E f f . QM Form it 

A— ' 
• 

•-



2 '5 
< Zi.: T.,i IB Hi'.^TOUT iiSCoBD 

snow:: oi: CCKSICI'JIV 

C H G J l , I M U l w ^ ^ e , ^ (Wf -- -
^ W^vM- ^ • 

I 'IS^JX ' 

^ 4 / 

M M ; 

^ . ^ - ^ 

• 



AR'IY SFFSCTS BUREAU • - • 
IMVEMTCRY 

0.1SE HO A 

•Steaby— 
TfFEu BY 

6b5=-45. 
PIT'S 

_ LIIA 
3 TAT'3 

fi^i:lltnf J r , . Jaa»B f f 

p-685831 
A.S. . . 

. . .ast .Li^. 
RAI'K ^ . 

Unki . 
ORG&VIZATICli 

^2?..69 ir-X/JLSX. 

L I S T 

A C C 0 U N T I N Cx I ^ V E N T C R Y 

S f f . 3*! Form 11a (10 Feb 4$) 



STANDARD FORM NO. I W J o U. S. GOVERNMENT BILL OF LADING 
MEMORANDUM no KlfV-98909 

CA« INITIALS AND N O . 

hAME OF INITIAL TRANSPORTATION [TRAFFIC CONTROL KIPS 

COMPANY UH I VtRSAL CAR LOAD ING & DISTRiaUTlBG CO. , llRC, 
(TOP THIS CAR AT FOR 

RECEIVED BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMPANY 
NAMED ABOVE. SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS 
NAMED ON THE REVERSE HEREOF, THE PUBLIC 
PROPERTY HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED, IN APPAR. 
»4T G O O D ORDER AND CONDITION (CON­
TENTS AND VALUE UNKNOWN), TO 'BE FOR­
WARDED TO DESTINATION BY THE SAID C O M ­
PANY AND CONNECTING UNES, THERE. TO BE 
DELIVERED IN LIKE G O O D ORDER AND CONDI­
TION TO SAID CONSIGNEE. 

CONSIGNEE 

• « S . JESSIE 6. FAIRCLOTH 
26? GREGORY PLACE 

DESTINATION 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 
V I A i tO/TI KX/tMf> O m y W N < N SOW SoiSiANti* i i*T(Btv O* tH| & O v f 6 N « a N i rs SoBS(lv(D iHtBEIvi 

UK I VERSAL 

CARRIER'S DELIVERY SERVICE REQUESTED 
WAS HUI PICK-UP SERVICE AT OBir.lN * * w ' . BY THE GOVERNMENT OR ITS AGENT 

(Inien " W A S " of " W A S NOT 'l 
INITIALS OF SHIPPER'S AUTHORIZED AGENT OR EMPLOYEE 

tSIZE CAR IN FT. g, INS. tMARKED CAPAQTY OF CAR 

ORDERED FURNISHED ORDERED FURNISHED 

fDATE CAR 

FURNISHED 

OATE B A ISSU1 

15 SEP 
19̂ 5 

FROM 

(SHIPPING POINT) KAHSAS CITY, MISSOURI 
FROM (FULL NAME OF SHIPPER) 

ARMY EFFECTS SURE Al', KANSAS CITY 
QM DEPOT 

M A R K S 

C H A R G E S T O BE BILLED T O rwPAttMWT ot BTAIUINMIMI *MO »ufii*. o* stevtci wo IOCAION) 
FioorKe Off icw, U S. Army. Wothingfon. D. C. 

APPROPRIATION CHARGEABLE 

609-9y» P %7CM)3 A 21V624Q9 S 99-9 
ISSUING OFFICE 

KAHSAS CITY QM DEPOT, K . C . , MO. 
NAME AND TITLE OF ISSUING OFFICER 

G . E . JOKSSTQHp C A P T . . T .C , 
Transport 

Of fke 

t FURNISH THIS INFORMATION IN CASE OF CARLOAD SHIPMENTS ONLY. 
•SHOW ALSO CUBIC MEASUREMENTS FOR SHIPMENTS VIA OCEAN CARRIER IN CASES WHERE RtOUIRl 

PACICAGES 

NO. 

C T . 

KIND 

DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES 
(USE CARRIERS' CLASSIFICATION OR TARIFF DESCRIPTION IF POSSIBLE, 

OTHERWISE A CLEAR NONTECHNICAL DESCRIPTION) 

KOH~ MILITARY 

Pcfts«aAi trrtCT» 

NUMBERS 
O N 

PACKAGES 

ACTUAL 
WEIGHTS' 

3*9262 

RELEASED VALUATIOK AT LOWEST RATE 
AUTHORITY FOR SHIPHEHTt 
A.V. #112 AHO W.D. CIRCULAR #$5 
16 MARCH I945 

36 

CERTIFICATE OF ISSUING OFFICER 

CONTRACT NO. OR 
PURCHASE ORDER NO. 
OR OTHER AUTHORITY FOR SMIPMBJT 

I f. O. B. POiNT 
NAMED IN C O N T R A O 
SIGNATURE O f 
ISSUING O W K t « | M t , f , 

. DAT£D_ 

CIS TOR. CWO. USA. A . T.O. 

NAME OF TRANSPORTATION COMPANY 

US I NCR SAL CAR LOAD I »a & DISTRI6UTIHQ 
DATE OF RECEIPT OF SHIPMENT C O . , »KC. 

SIGNATURE OF AGENT PER 

UK I VERS AL CAR LOAD I HG 4 Dl^#ft^lfe^ fckP.,u ^ C O P Y 

® i 



No. 9-

SUBJECT: 

TO : 

EFFECTS QUARTj^miAiiTiiR, UK, 
CftI BRANCH DEPOO! ^-IHJ 

UNITED ^T^Tjio itBMY, 
APO 63$, 

. 7th. November 1945. 

Baggago. 

Commanding Off icer , 391 Bomb Gp. 575. APO 749. U.S.Army. 

Name, rank_and i ^ i of Ovmor. 

GATLIN, J .F. L t . -68 5831 

Item. ,tock No 

Barrack bag 105064 

2 i f the owner has returnea to the United States, request 
that Uiis S t e r oe indorsed to that effect and returnea to this 
office so that proper disposition may oe mcae. 

3 If the owner has been transferred to another organisation, 
requ^t'this letter oe forwarded to hxs present organizatxon for 
compliance with paragraph 1, ahovu. 

For the Effects quartermaster 

jj6 
m 14 1946 

J i.i 

Q.W. WALLACE, 
1s t L t . QjuC, 
A s s i s t a n t . 



/ 
/ 

AGPO-R W/lnd GHA/jt!n/cej/2621 

WD, AGO, Washington 25, D.C, 2 March 1946 

TO: Effects Quartermaster, UK, ̂  Branch Deoot 0-114, U.S. Army, APO 635, 
c/o Postmaster, New York, New York. ? 

The records of t h i s o f f i c e show that F i r s t Lieutenant James 3. Gam&, 
J r . , AC, 0685331, was presumed dead as of 24 December 1945, under the 
provisions of Public Law 490, 77th Congress. O f f i c e r designated his aunt 
Urs . Jessie G. F a i r c l o t h , 267 Gregory Place, Jacksonville, F l o r i d a , as the 
person to be n o t i f i e d i n the case of an emergency as well as the person to 
receive his l o s t or mislaid property. 

BY ORDER OF T,JS SECRETARY OF WAR: - -

MAY 14 1946 

1 Inc l 
L t r dtd 7 Nov 45 

If , 
1% 



) Lt. 105064. 

m 

tfATLXN;' J.F-
0-685331. • 

B.B. Reed. 27th March. 1945* y 
Listed 15 April 1945. 
39I Bomb Gp. M. APO 559. 

Form l t r req ^ ^ ^ ^ 1 ^ sec^d tine. 

„ 113 „ CPD. 391 Bomb Gp. 
575, APO 749. 

L t r . req . shpg. i n a t . sent 7th.Nov. 1945. 

• - • 



• 

Check i f t t W * ^ L i s t ' ? 4 4 ^ 

• 




