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FOREWORD

This |z the story of an American Alr Base in England. It is the story
of how and where some six thousand Air Corps men spent a pertion of their
Army career. Most of those men will recall with fond memories many of
their experiences in and around Knettishall, and it is the purpose of this
book o teuch on some of the more imporiant events which ook place.

Many of the best stories have never been and never will be written.
for those are the stories of each individual, of his hardships and troubles,
of his enjoyments and ochievemsnts. Throughou! life each man will recall
his stay i Knettishall, sometimes with o smile, sometimes not.

It iz sincerely hoped that this book will furnish the link between loday
and then to remind ecch one of what he went through and of those with
whom he lived.

It is deeply regretted that more slories and pictures were not availoble,
bul no excuse is given for the ones published, and this bock is presented not

with the idea of one person's story or picture, but rather with idea of persons
and stories in general.




fedication

To the men of the 3881h Bomb Group who gallanily
gave their lives in the rendering of patriotic duties
to their country, this book is reverenily dedicated by
those who have remained lo see the fruition of their
sacrifices.







THUMB-NAIL HISTORY
(From Activation To V-] Day)

The 388th Bomb Group was activated at Gowen Field, Boise
Idaho. 'DII]E 42 Officers and 226 Enlisted Men were assigned to the
Group at that time, and on the 4th of February, those men laft for
Wendaver Field, Utah. The train loft at 1800 hours after a send-oft
by the post band. Although the trip by air was less than one hour,
the trip by train took 22 hours. Of course the coaches were the
very oldesi type with gos lights and no sleeping provisions o
messing facilities, When the Group arrived at Wendover Field
everybody was tired. hungry, and dirty.

Thot was the first of a series of jumps and moves to be made
by the Group, and no one of the men on the train could foresee the
future. But everyone knew that things were finally being done.
and possibly it would not be too long until they were in the war
and actuclly reeing combat.

At Wendover Field the Group began o take on the aspecls
of an organization. Dally, men were assigned 1o the Group and
given delinite dulies. Staff membera attended a stafi school in
Washing!on where thay received an cutline of things to come.

In March the combat crews began to arrive and an inlensive
troining program was staried. Each crew had 1o meet all require-
ments of the 2nd Air Force in a short allotted time, The first crews
were the flight leaders and had iwo months training al Wendover.
By the second week of April the Group had 36 combat crews in
training. In addition 1o the full quota of crews the ground echelon
hod been cssigned almost o Ilj[!] complemaent and all men were
in training.

Col. David Inaugurated o grading system whereby every
man of the Group received a grade or rate for efficiency and rain-
ing on his particular job. In addition Col. David weas insistent that
men be in perfect physical condition. Az a result exercises were
taken twice each day and usually led by the Col. himself.

Omn the first two days of May, 1943, the 388th Bomb Group
started for Sioux City, lowa. Most of the Group went by train aos
cnly nine planes were assigned. Pilots and co-pilots remained be-
hind to complete their flying training.

It was during the last days of training ot Wendover Field
that the Group lost its first crew. A crash landing ai Pocatella, Idaho,
was made and several men were killed. But the training wenl on
with added impetus and one less airplane.

On May 10th, the remaining personnel of the Group flew to
Sioux City. Two planes remained behind, however, (due fo engine
trouble’, 1o follow the nexi day.

Sioux City was paradise compared to Wendover. Paved
streets, clean barracks with inside plumbina, and close to a large
town. Everyone knew il was only one month until they went over-
seqs so the most was mode of that short time. Fellows lived In town
with their wives, and evervone wenl fo fown oz ofien as possible.
However, it was not all play for there was lots to be done. Each
crow was given a brand new B.17. Final checks hod to be made
on all planes, 25 hour lests, oil and gas consumplion tests, overwaler
equipment insialled, and many other things. _

The last week of May saw 35 planes fly to McCord Field,
Washington for maneuvers. There three missions were flown with
the greatest amount of success, and the Group waos pronounced
ready. The crews made quick trips back to Sioux City to take their
overseas furloughs and leaves.

On June B, 1943, the first squadron llew 1o Saling, Kansos
for final check. Approximately 400 officers and enlisted men were
in the air echelen which went to Salina, The rest of the Group left




Sioux City June 12th for Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, where hey spent
three weeks listening to lectures and going o New York.

Col. David had left the Ist of June with his staff lo act as
advance party. He fook his Operations Officer, Bombardier, Navi-
gatar, Flight Surgeon, and Communications Officer. Major Satter-
white flew the second staff plane with other staff members. Thus,
with a staff plane for each squadron, a total of 41 planes made up
the air echelon of the 388th Bomb Group

The first glunas te arrive in Englend stayed with the 36th
Bamb Group at Snetterton Heath until the 23rd of June when Kneiti-
shall was officially inhabited by the 38Eth Bomb Group. 17 crews
landed on that day. In the days to follow others arrived strung out
to the 12th of July. The crews had flown either direct from Gander
Field, Newfoundland or by way of Greenland end Icelomd. Mast
plones landed at Prestwick, Scotland.

On July Bth the ground echelon arrived early in the morning.
As living quarters hod not been completed the enfire ground eche-
lon lived in tents for several months; but that was really no hard-
ship as each person was so busy he had no time to worry about
living conditions.

Then, for two years the 388th proceeded to ald in fighting
the war in Europe. The many troubles and events cannot be written,
but only remembered by eoch individual, Hundreds of pages of
history could be written on that one little group and no attempt
is made here to go into such detail The pictures which follow
bring out the more outstanding events, but only scraich the surfoce
of life at Enettishall. If you con imagine a village of 2500 to 3000
people starting from aimos! nothing and ending with the finest
city possible you can imagine our base. Consider the building of
roads, of remodeling houses, heating, lighting, telephones, govern-
ment, repalr shops for planes, cars, and equipment, highly technical
propellor sho sheat metal shops with the finesl equipment,
schools, and hospitals; if you can visualize that, then you know
how we lived—then, and in the complexities of combal fighting—
which the average n cannol possibly understond—that was
our life at Knettishall for two years.

Finally, on June 9, 1943, the first airplane lock off for the
United States. Many individuals had already been to the States
ond returned. but this plane’s flight was breaking the ground for a
Group movement. Then, a few days later 14 planes look off, then
31, then 15, then 10, then on July Sth Col. Cox toock off in the last
girplane and there were no planes on the field. A total of 72 planes
successfully flew to Bradley Field, Connecticut,

Only the ground echelon remained. but not for leng. In
July the ground echelon left Enettishall to board o shin and sail
for home. A handiul of American scldiers remained at Knettishall
to close up business. No maore planes were flying, weeds were
growing around the barracks, and the air was still over the base—
the Americans had lefl.

In the United States everyone got leaves and furloughs belore
reporting o Sioux Falls, 5. D, for redeployment 1o the Pacific. But
the Japa had given up and the Army Air Forces no longer needed
the 3BBth Bomb Group. Many did not go to Sioux Falls, and the
Group was no longer an organization. Some were separated, and
some stayed in the army.

Thrauahum. relerence hos been mode to the 388th Bomb
R |

Ehm]'l.lp but this reference includes all the organizations at Knitti-

all—

29th Siation Complement 2019th Engineering and Fire Fighting Platoon
214th Finance Detachment 452nd Sub Depot

587th Postal Unit 434th Air Service Group

77 Chemical Company 434th H arters Squadron

1211th Quarlermasier Company 860th Squadron

1284th Military Police Company 684th Squadron

17518t Ordnance Eu]:.?]}r and Maintenance Co  273rd Medical Dispensary
hese units along with the four equadrons and headquarters
of the 388th Bomb Group are whal mode the history for the J8Bth
Bomb Group (H).




SECTION I

STATION 136
KNETTISHALL, ENGLAND

Mups showing adjocent country (above), and immediately surrounding territory [ nexl page ).
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Station 136 was dispersed over a loge area for defense reasons. It
was believed thal no great amount of damage could be done by bombing
if such dispersal was carried out. During the day most of the personnel were
employed around the flying field. The technical sites were udjt:!lnil‘cg the
perimeter track. and, of course, all airplane engineering was around the
perimeter. In addition. Headquarters was close 1o the landing field.

Ecch bomb squadron had separate living sites, as did other large
squadrone assigned to Station 136. The Number One Communal Site included
both EM meszs and all EM elubs, and the PX. The NMumber Two Comraundal

Sile included the officers’ mess, officers’ club, Quartermasier, thealer, com-
bat crew library, library ond gymnasium. A careful study of the photographs
will show o complete description of the station’s dispersal.

Headguarters Building “KN" for Knettishall

Flying Conitral

STATION 136

ENETTISHALL AIRDROME

The indoctrination booklet, “A Hondbook For New Armrivals,” is repreduced on the next
four pages.
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COMMANDING OFFICERS
388th BOMB GROUP

COLONEL WILLIAM B. DAVID COLONEL CHESTER C. COX

Col, David assumed commaond of the 388th
Bomb Group in February, 1943, and guided
the Group through its training and led the
crews in combat for the first 15 months of the
Group’s overseas stay. Col. Cox ( then caplain )
joined the Group in April of 1943, as Group
Operations officer when Maojor BSatterwhite
was made Air Executive. Col. Cox had been
on the original orders of aclivalion and had
been aclive in selecting mony of the officers
and men for the original cadre. A chaonge of
orders kept Cox at Gowen Field until April
when he wenl to Wendover Field with the
Bomb Group. Col Cox had been instrumental
in sacuring many of the original combat crews
who stood out so prominenily. Col. Cox fook
over command of the Group in October, 1344,
when Col. David was sent to Staff School in
the Z. of L



PLANES AND CREWS

MNaming planes was a lar event by the crews whe had the dislinct honot of hav-

ing a plane they could call their own. It was not possible for each crew o b-EII assigned a
plane, ond a crew might find that its first few missions would be in as many

different planes. However, many planes received names. and a fairly complele list is re-

roduced.

g Keoping plones flying or just plain keeping them was a big problem. Losses in com-

bat tock the best planes as well as the worse ones, and a continual flew of planes 1o the

Group was necessary. Butl a steady {low wos Impossible, and it was one continual fight

with ll:‘icll::n:!l:p.:n::rlm.'a. to supply more aircrafi.

Of the 41 original planes flown to England by the Group not very many lasted very
long. One plane was ditiched as a result of combat damage, three were transferred out to
various other Groups for special purposes, six crashed in England on return from opera-
tonal missions, two crashed non-operational, seven flew so many missions or were not cap-
able of flying because of exira severe domage or poor construction and were declared War
Weary for training use, and the remaining 21 were lost in action. That is the story of 41
original plones. The replacements during 1943 and the early part of 1344 sulfered the some
fate.

Only a few of the combat crews are shown in the lollowing pages. Many did nol
have their pictures taken, and many pictures which werae laken have been misplaced. Over
430 combatl crews passed through the 388th Bomb Group. Of that number there were 135
missing in action, over 200 completing their tour. and over 100 remaining in the Group at
the end of the war. Exact figures are not available as some crews flew two lours, some
crews were broken up for various reasons, and exact figures of lost crews is not available.
Of course, many of those missing in action returned o the Group before the war was over
as escapees, and those men were sent to the States.

One set of slalistics of the first 100 missions showed 80 crews missing in action. Of
those missing, 40% had flown less thom four missions, and 75% had flown less than 10
missions. Those percenlage figures changed greatly os experience was gained and as the
war got older. Only 55 crews were lost in the last 206 missions.

AIRCRAFT HAMES AND NUMBER OF MISSIONS

SWEETHEART 56 PEGASUS 33 MARYS SISTER 34 DOLL
WOLF PACE 7 VENI VIDI VICT 28 FOURTH TERM 31 HER HIGHNESS
MESS MAC PRIMCESS PAT 33 LADY GODIVA LITTLE JOE, TR
WAILUKD MA 22 TOM PAINE EIGHT BALL TERTANNE
FLYING CRAUTCH 2 JOHG'S [OKERS LITTLE SQUIRT CUTIE ON DUTY
LITTLE LASS 13 LITTLE WILLIE 19 HEVELS REVENGE LITTLE DONNA
SIOUX CITY QUEEN ¥4 TIGER GIRL DEAR MOM FOREYVER AMBER
VIRGIN OM THE VERGE 33 LADY LILLIAM LITTLE CHUM NOBODY LOVES ME
JUST AG RED DARLING GLORY GIRL I 22 SIUSAM KAY
SONDRA EAY 13 SILVER LADY HEAVENS ABOVE |28 TAKE IT EASY
RURBER CHECE CAFTAIN JOE 6 JAMAICA GINGER B SHACE TOB
CHARLEEN 15 FLAK SUIT 1 GERONIMO PATTY
BLIND DATE 66 CLASSY CHASSY ¥ PEGO-MY-HEART UMBRIAGD
BIG RED 35 SECOND CHANCE IV STAR DUST 81 MY TRUE LOVE
QUARTEREACK MISS LACE DEVILS TINCE GUR LOVE
LIL" ONE 20 ASTHMA BABY BELL ©OF THE BRAWL T MORMNING MALE
TEA AMGEL 15 QUEEN OF HEARTS BORRCYWED TIME o SUPERMOUSE
TOHNMIE HULCHERS VULCHERS 44 [ONSEY PAULA SUE
MISTER YANE LITTLE DONNA WORRY BIRD B9 DEAR MOM 11
HOMESICE ANGEL MILLIE K g2  MIDGE B READY MAID
SECOND CHANCE 194 BLITZEN BETSY 75 OLD FAITHFUL ax EASY DOES IT
LIGHTENING STRIKES WINGED FURY M WOLF WAGOMN SMOEEY STOVER
MISTER YANE II M PATTY TO . L TANE 45 PUNCHIN JUDY
SEY QUEEM NASTIE NELLIF 19 GIRL OF MY DREAMS SWEET LORRAINE
GHEMLIN GUS HAUGHTY HEZY 25 HOLY SMOXES i4 BHE THREE
SCREAMING RED ASS 44 JEANNIE 33 GREMLIN HIDECOUT 18 MANGELS DREAM
BEADLES BUG SMAFU 22 SACK HAPPY 70 GALLOFPIN YO YO
LUCY POG HI FEVRE I8 SLAVES DREAM T MIGES MAC
MARY ELLEN m o AQULLA CICERD EID 95 LINDY
OLE BASSAR 11 SKIPFPER AND THE EIDS SHY ANH 15 IRRESISTABLE ¥YOU
QLD “BR : g9 JAXKES JERES 74 INSIDE MAN WITCHESFEAT
LITTLE BOY BLUE B ICKY PO SHCOOT THE WORKS 15 SHACE WOLVES
MY DEVOTION I5 LITTLE |OE BETTY ANM 47 LIL HOMESICK ANGEL
IUST JOYCE TENDER COMRADE PANHANDLE

HZ
35
51
19
51
O
S
51

54

44
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Pock's Crew

Hoger's Croaw




Pletiler's Crew

Henessey's Crew




Gunn's Craw

Nelson's Craw




Beeby's Crew




Olin's Crew

Malmberg’s Crew
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Kiersled's Crew



Sullivan's Crew

Dopko's Crew



Mocre's Crew

Sandy's Crew
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MISSIONS

The three thousand men al Knettishail
were there for one reason—to put heavy bomb.
ors in the gir against the enemy. People may
think that that is not oo big a job, bul when
on insight s mode the complex erganization
of mission control is seen. The combal group
made up of four squadrons plus all the afiach-
ed units and Air Service orgonizations os
Enettishall was a small part of the Eighth Alr
Force. Above the Group wos the Wing which
was composed of from three fo five groups:
then, the Division which was compeosed of
several wings; then the Eighth Alr Force which
was composed of three Divisions—First, Sec-
ond (B-248%, and the Third. The 388th Bemb
Group was a member of the 45th Combat Wing
of the 3rd Air Division. This was the final clas-
sification, and prior to that other wings had
been orgonized ond reorganized.

All Combat Missions criginated at Eighth
Air Farce Headguarters, and then were sent
through channels to the Bomb Groups who put
inte. action the plans and instructions of the
Air Force, The Division, and The Wing Com-
manding Officers. Each Combal Mission was o
separately planned battle which was planned
many days in advance and then executed
when the most opportune time presented itself,
Air Force personnel planning missions inelud-
od experts in all departments of the cperation.
Many of the men were civillans who had made
studies of German construction, German habits,
and Continental Geegraphy. Many were highly
irained engineers and slatisticlons who com-
piled all sorts of records of circraft and men
1o get the moximum ariount of safety and ef-
ficiency from the planes and men. Ammunition
exporis prescribed the bomb loods and fuse
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settings for each mission to produce the
greatest omouni of damage 1o each particular
type of construction or installaton to be at-
tacked. All planning was done with the idec
of moking each mission os near perfect as
possible. Then it was the job of the Bomb
Groups 1o carry oul those plans with the
greatest amount of efficiency possible. Natural-
ly each mission was nol a complete success
for various regsons, bul aiter each mission all
facts were carefully studied in all headquariers
to correct past mistakes for future successes.
To those original crews of the Group who flew
those first horrible missions goes much of the
credit lor the success of the crews to [ollow.
Missions flown during the last days of the war
were far superior in planning and execution
than those first missions flown back in 1543
But the emergencies of war did nol give suf-
ficient time to work all problems at once, and
It was necessary to learn by experience.

Alr Force Headguarters informed thelr
command by Operational Telephone of a com-
bat missicn, then sent all information by tele-
type lor confirmation. Each level of command
in turn added certain necessary information
and possed the instructions on down the line.
All planning could not be put out in rouline
form, and eoch time different eircumsiances
had to be reckoned with, Weather was the big
determining foctor, so during the summer
months the planning was usually earlier than
during the winter months when the weather
was so unprediciaoble. Many limes crews weare
briefed on two or three different plans ond
then informed which plan would be used just
before takeoff or even after they were in

the air,
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S60th operations officers supply line up for next day’s mission
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Sawaki supervises bamb looding

In describing the work of getting planes
in the air as far as a combat Group is con-
cerned a model or average planning will be
used. It must be remembered that each one
was handled differently, and no set rules could
be followed. But at least that made mission
control interesting for the persennel handling
the work.

In the early evening Group Operations
would be notified of a mission and would pre
ceed 1o notify some twenty or twenty-five dif-
ferent departments or secticns of the Base.
Each department would then in turn notify
its personnel to stand-by for further instruc-
hions. Aircralt status would be ascerigined and
crews would be counted to delermine the
actual force which could be used. Colered
flags were used in the clubs to warn personnel
that the group had been alerted. Uauqﬂ:r, sOme-
time before midnight the bomb loading and the
loree required would be phoned in frem Wing
Headquarters, and then men would go to work.
Engineers would know which planes were fly-
ing, and the ordnonce department would start
loading the planes. Squadron operation officers
would fill out formations and inform the crews
who would be flying the next day. Thus the
night's aclivity had started. Some men would

going to work all night maybe after working
all day, some men would go to bed to get a fow
hours sleep knowing they would be called in
the small hours of the moring, some men
would relax because they were not scheduled
for that night's work, and of course the various
combat crews had their various reactions.

After certain ploans hod been received in
Group Operations it would be possible to sel
briefing and take-off times. Briefing wos =el
between two and one-half 1o three hours before
take-cff, so for a six o'cleck take-olf briefing
would be ai three o'clack or three hundred
hours. All men had to eat belore briefing, so
that meant they haod fo be up at least by two
hundred hours. Then, for the lead Bomboardiers
and Mavigators there woas a pre-briefing held
ocne and one-half hours before the regular
briefing. Thot meant that ot 0030 hours the
leaders were owakened for breakfost and
brisfing. From that time on the base would be
very aclive providing for transportation and
{eeding of the four hundred men flying the
mission. OFf course all this was done under
blackout conditions, and it wos the men on
the line servicing the planes who had the big
job. They could only hope that their plane
would get off the ground salely so that they
could then get o few winks of sleep before the
refurn when they would have to work on
engines and battle damage.

The main briefing usvally lasted one hour,
then would be broken up inlo additional briet-
ing for the pilots in one room. the bombardiers
in onother, and the navigalors in still another.
Radic operators were many times given spe-
cial briefings. In all cases the briefings were
corried on in specially designed rooms o give
the most complete information. The navigators
ware usually the last ones 1o the planes aos

drawing their maps tock most of their time.



If everything went as planned, take-off
would be ot 0600 hours with the lead planes
loking off first. Bul, many limes the zero hour
would be chonged, ond take-off would be sat
up. There was nothing to do but hang arcund
ihe plane or sleep im the tents and shacks,
wailing for the new toke-ofl time or for the
mission o be scrubbed. All information would
be given over the fannoy or by signal from
the conirol fower.

No attempt will be made to describe what
happened after the planes were in the air.
Eaoch mission was differend, and each man wha
ever flew o mission could have several stories
for each mission. Some of the missions were
very routine, bul many were not.

On relurning from the mission the crews
went 1o the briefing room for interrogation by
individual crew. Ceffes and donuls were serv-
ed by the Red Cross, and somelimes the Doc
had o shot of liquor for those who wanted it

After interrogation gunners had to clean their
quns, care for their equipment, and of course,
head for the mesa halls, The average length
of the three hundred missions flown by the
group was over seven hours, 20 on o six
o'clock take-ofl londing was not made until
after 1300 hours which was over eleven hours
since the men had eaten.

After each man performed all the neces-
gary duties and had read the mail which came
while he was flying his only thought was to
qot some sleep, Epmbuh]y the next moming
at 0200 howrs somebody would shake him and
say, wrake up Joe, briefing af three o'clock.”
And on doys when he didn't fly there was
always ground school fo attend. Mo, there
wasn't much future in that sort of a job, and
the sconer it waos ower the belter. Also, thers
was always the chance of not returning from
o mission, but there wasn't much future there
either, so what could a fellow do?

Loading ammunition




Pre-briefing for Lead Bombardiers and MNavigators, 1Y hours
before regular briefing. 4!z hours belore take off.

Briefing



TYPICAL TARGET MAPS SHOWING ROUTES. FLAK







Briefing over—to the planes A last smoke before take olf

Lined up for loke of

“The linle friends”—P-51 Fighter protection




Contrails ot altitude made formation difficult




The lormeation hecds out over the Motth Sea

Enemy fighter after attacking Lt. Head's plane—the cumeraman should have had a gun.



J'.q hles pr oleciion

Enemy fighter going down
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From a Bomb Sheller

Hoping there will be no trouble




Retiurn from the planes

Hod breakiost 12 hours ago

It's good 1o-be baek
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Ready for [nterrogation
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Interrogation






Giebelstadi—Sept, 10, 1944--20,000 leet

v

Liege—May 11, 1944--21,000 leet



Darmstadt—Sept. 13, 1944—24.000 feet

Berlin—Aug. 6, 1944—25.000 f{eot




Paris—Dwec. 31, 194324000 feet Paris—Dec. 31, 194324000 foet
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Meiz—May 1. 1944—19.000 feet

Merseburg—July 29, 194425500 feet Hamm—April 22, 1944—23.000 feet




Sepl. 15, 1943—21,000 feet

Frankfurt—Oet. 4, 1943—25.000 feet

Onsabruck—May 13, 1944—23,000 feet




Rheine—April 8, 1944—20.000 feel Berlin—Cel 6, 1944-—26.300 feet

(A

Chartres—March 2, 1944—21,000 feet Regensburg—Feb. 2. 1944—18,000 feel
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Maogdeburg—July 5 1944—25.000 feet Berlin—April 29, 1944—26,000 feet
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Ludwigshafen M/Y—HNov 5 1944—26.000 leet Berlin—Oel, B, 194426000 feel

La Pallice—Sept. 16, 194321000 leat
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Mergzeburg—July 29, 1944—26,000 ilest

Palitz-—Aug. 25 1944—24,200
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Berlin gl 6, 1944—26,000 feet

Munich M/Y—Felk, 25, 19345—26,000 feat

L May 25 1944—
lege—May. 25, 1944—21,000 fee Mulhouse—Aug. 11, 1944—19.300 feel



Juvincourt—May 9. 1944—20,000 feet

Ansbach—Feb. 23, 1945—14,000 ieet Brux—May 2. 1944—22,000 feet






Munich— June 31, 1944—24,000 feet




Berlin—March 6, 1944—20.000 feel Schweinfurl—Oel, 14, 1843—21.000 feet



Zorbst A/F—April 10, 1945—20,000 feet, and, below,
the mickey scope of this bombing




Bremen—Okct, B, 1943—23.000 feet. Note effective use of smoke pois.



Bremen—Oct. 8, 1943—23,000 feet. Mote the bombs dropping.
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MISCELLANEOUS MISSION REPORTS

BLITZ WEEK

On July 2dth, 1943, the 8th Air Force
started a special drive ogainst the enemy. In
seven days, six of the most grueling of all com-
bat missions were flown. It was only the lack of
airplones and stamina of air and ground crews
that prevented additienal missions.

'F.hu J88th was a new group bul they went
through Blitz Week with the older groups. But
the price was heavy in men and planes. Nine
of the Group's original crews were lost in
aclion, one crew had ditched safely, two planes
were salvaged ugﬁn refurn to Englond and all
planes received battle domage. As a resull of
such ferrific strain the air crews were tired,
they hated war, they all said they had had
enough: but all were willing to fly the next
day. Those crewmen waere dead serious, they
were there for business

How about the ground crews? Al no time
since has such work been done by a grou
of mechanics. As the planes came back uﬁ
shot up, the mechanice and specialists went
to work and worked on a plane uniil it was

ready 1o {ly again, then worked on another
plane. Tools and equipment were inadequate,
supplies were scarce and men were inex-
perienced. All those pul together by Americans
spells success, And these linemen were the
ioasl of the Group that week. Not only were
they doing a job well, but they were oc-
complishing miracles. In oddition, other mem-
bers of the ground forces were doing a wonder-
ful job under fire. Cooks, truck drivers and
administrative personnel are jus! as important
as any one else, and all had a job to da.
There was no resting at Eneftishall during
Blitz Week, but thot week the hoys ot Knetti-
ghall could =ee the [ujure before them and
from then on Knettishall was on organization.
The raids of Blitz Week were:
24th——Bergen, Norway
25th—"Wustrow, Germany
26th—Hanover, Germany
28th—Oschensoben, Germany
29th—Warnemunde, Germany
dlth—Kassel, Germany

& Seplember 1343
Miszion & 19
Targei: STUTTGART

Twenty four a/c tock off by 0547 and
effected the Group and Wing formations with.
out difficulty, and the brieled course was fol-
lowed throughout. 1 of our ships aborted be-
cause of mechanical failure. ZFr_'n! the spare
ships returned when the formation remained
filled writhoul them. 21 a/c procesded to the
target but only twenty bom Stutlgarl, for
7 283 wenl down just belore bombs away.
Bombing was poor. A heavy cloud cover was
over the larget. Several targeis of opportunity
appeared but as we were flying the law group
1o the 96th Group's lead, our lead bombardier
dmpFad on their larget.

ighter opposition on this raid was the
strongesl encountered in this Group's history.
The Group formation was threatened with ex-
tinction. Enemy fighters, three at a ime barrel-
rolled through our formation. Every time this
tactic was used it seemed thal a Fortress was
disabled, destroyed or forced out of formation
where it ell easy prey to hordes of fighters
standing by for such an advantage. The planes
of our lead elemen! flew an especially tight
lormation. The waist gunner of the lead 5ﬁip
reporied that he could have touched the wing
tips of the right hand wing ship. Nevertheless

an enemy lighter kniled between the lead and
the left hand wing ship, barely evading col-
lision. Immediately upon this attack the Bom-
bardier’s and the Pilot’s compartmenis burst
info a mass of flames and the ship weni down
ocul of control. Before the lighter had gone 100
feet it was destroved by our guns.

More than 100 German fighters atlacked
our Group which desperately repelled attaock
alter allack for several hours. Our low (563rd )
Squadron was completely wiped out,

Enemy aircrafl included FW 150s, ME
1095, ME 110s, ME 2108, JU 88s and JU 87s. On
the route in, 7 e/a attacked at 0825 hours near
Combrai, but these wera dispersed by the
fighter escort. The first large concentration of
fighters were encountered neor the IP. The
attacke were very intense from thal point lo
the larget, decreased over the targel bul re-
gained intensity in the wvicinity of the RP.
Eventually the tempe of the aftocks decreased
but the opposition continued il Berney was
reached on the way out

The first heavy attock consisted of fighters
being two or three miles in frent of the forma-
ion and then coming in level from 11 o'clock
to 1 o'clock. For the lirst five minutes, while




our low squadron was still in existence, the
attack momentarily assumed a “iraffic pai-
lern,” attacking mostly from the lsft at 11
oclock. They trailed each other in, slightly
stepped up, at about 20 second intervals. At
300 to 400 yards they would start their roll,
make their pass at the lead squadron and out.
After the low was eliminated the
traffic pattern was shifted over to the right.
Some cttacks were pressed as close as 50 to
T4 yards.

Eloven of our A/C are missing and Lt
Krueger was killed and his Co-pilot, Lt. May-
field, was seriously wounded by a 20mm. burst
in the cockpif. I-Ea waist gunner, S/5gL. R.
Hill. was also seriously wounded. As many
delails o= are available follows:

942—Bowen—Nothing available.

4718—Roe—Mothing available.

423—Cunningham—Nothing Avaoilable.

234—Miller—Nothing available.

478—Beecham—Nothing available.

222—Kramer—Last seen going down out
of control in o sieep dive. He was on the way
back but the position s not known.

283—Wick—Just before bombs away al
Strausburg it was in flames but 47 chufes
Ware Sien.

20]1—Melville—Fire -in the nose and the
# 4 engine. 3.6 chules were seen as the plane

went down just beyond Strausburg.

203—Mohr—Disappeared south of Paris,
apparently out of control.

2893 —Kaornezis—Last seen jusi alter Strous-
burg, apparently heading lor Switzerland.

349—Wilken—A large fire started in the
nose from a 20mm. explosion. Down neor
Paris.

Our Group claimed 23 e/a destroyed and
many others bably destroyed and dam-
aged. The confirmed score was 157-1.

Little or no flak was encountered before
reaching the city of Stttgart. At Stuttgart
meqger { was encountered but this was
low. Belween Stuttgort and Sirgusburg accu-
rate measger to moderate flak of continuous
following variety was encountered, Major Sal-
terwhite was Group Leader; L. Jarrendt, Lead
Pilot.

On September Tth the following messoge was received from the Com-
monding Geneial of the 8th Bomber Command: "The 383th Bombardment
Group suffered heavy less yesterday, The spirh of the Group in bearing

those lozsses ond comin

bock with ﬂg
fication to me. ] wish that you woul

hting hearts is a matier of great grati-
give the Group commander my com-

mendation to the 38Bth Bombardment Group lor their excellent spirit and
their confidence in the greatness of the task they are now perferming. Signed
Eaker"—the message was indorsed by Colonel LeMay, commander of the
4th Combat Wing, who added his own congratulations of the Group.

Yes. at that time our crews were {lying another combat mission.

& March 1944
Group Mission No. 78

Targel:

The 3868th furnished an A group ond the
lead and low squadrons of a gqmup which
was completed by the 45Ind Bomb Group.
These formed the 2-group A 45th Combat Wing,
the last wing in the 3rd Division formation, the
second  division owver Barlin, Our assigned
target was the subsidiary plant of the Robert
Bosch Electrical Equipment Factory at Stul-
gart, located in the southwestern portion of
Berlin. The 15t and 2nd Divisions were assigned

Lossas
Ist Bomb. Division 18
Znd Bomb. Division 16
Ird Bomb, Division 35
13th Combat Wing 24

45th Combat Wing
3B8th Bomb Group

Barlin

largets in the southern and eastern sections of
the city. In all, 504 B-17s were dispaiched plus
225 B-24s. O these. 474 Fortresses and 193
Liberators allacked German faorgets, dropping
1.199 tons of G.P. and 450 tons of IB, with
generally poor results. The bomb forces were
escorted by 19 groups of USAAF fighter planes.
3 of the P-47 groups flew a second sortie, Furth-
ar support by 2 squadrons of RAF Musiangs.

Claims
§1—24—45
S 0— 0
T—20—"21
93— 4866 (Tolal claims)

7 4—3-—0

B9 (68 confirmed lost)

ASAAF fighters 11
B0

82— 932
175—57—08




33 of our ships were airborne between
0751 and 0824 hours. 7 of these aborted for
mechanical reasons. Formations were effected
without difficully and the gircraft proceeded to
the target. The lead A/C of our A group abort-
ed over Cambridge and the deputy lead iock
ite place. And the groups changed ?m.iﬁan, B
gmﬁp taking the FEﬂdPﬂi iI.'i-ﬂ'Lq CW A", The
briefed route was followed until the formation
reached the wicinity of Berlin. Instecd of al-
tacking the usaiquag largel, the formation con-
tinued to the south, making o left turn and
circling complately around the oulskirizs of the
city from West 1o t and thence to the Morth,
The B group bombed Oranienburg on Northern
oulskirts of Berlin. Strike photos show hila in
the residential section of the town between the
marshalling yards and the Oranienburg Canal
just easi of the Heinkel Plant at Annahof. The
A group, following, did not drop ils bombs on
that targel but aitacked Wiltenberg, northwest
of Berlin. Bombs were away at 1407 hours from
18,400 feet while on o magnelic heading of
279 degrees. Sirike pholes show a tlight pattern
in the center of the factory area of a pricrity
textile works located on the banks of the Elbe
Hiver, just east of Wittenberge. Reconnaissance
photo shows that the torget was the Kurmar-
:L'H:h-a Zellewolle factory, three of whose four

ufildin oups recelved direct hits from our
16 bumiei’ £

The wing formation then proceeded to
make good the briefed course on the relurn
route. Eighteen of our Forts landed at basze at
1646 hours, and F/O Dopko landed at 1743
hours after hitting the deck in the target area
and returning alene io Englond. Seven of our
ASC falled 1o refurn.

Approximately 15 to 20 FW 190s wera first
met on the route into the larget in the vicinity
of Dummer Lake. The allacks, which started
at 1200 hours, lasted until 1220 hours, were
mainly directed at the groups ahead. No ser-
ious enemy fighter attocks were again encoun-
tered until the formation was again in the same
area on ihe refurn route. Here the same number
of FW's Eﬂ;ﬂ sevaral ME 1095 pressed home
vicious, ing attacks for 30 minutes. It was
from these encounters that six of our A/C were
lost. The seventh was lost when one of owur

crippled ships collided with it. Atlocks were
frem all clock positions but mainly from 10 to
2 o'clock high, with E/A coming in line abreast
and diving through the formotion. Two fo six
E/A in line astern would also attack {rom the
nese high, Crew members report that the 20
mm cannon which were used exclusively fired
both incendiary and time-delay shells. Mony
bombers shot down were observed to burat
into flames immediately after attacks by the
enemy fighters.

Ingccurate scattered flak was encountered
from Amsterdam, Quakenbruck and Vechio.
In the Berlin area aon infense barrage was seen
owver the center of the city. Over the outskiris
of the capital flak was continuous following.
accurate and inlense. Approximately len
rockets were observed from the ground de-
fenses at Berlin.

Seven crew members were wounded dur-
ing the mission, one of whom, Tech. Sgt. Sartin,
died in the hospltal.

Lt. Col. Hayes led the A group (45th CW
officer); Capiain Job of the :mauf led the B
e

At interrogation of Lt. B. K. Land's crew
geveral instances of conduct beyond the call of
duty were revealed. A/C 907 was flying in No.
3 position, lead element, low squaodron, was
violently attacked by enemy fighters ot 1200
hours on the route lo the target.

In one attack by an FW 190 the ship was
racked by 20mm. shells which knocked out an
engine, damaged rudder and controls, hit oxy-
gen lines, thereby forcing the plane to return
alone. In thizs attack Sgt. Sartin was fatally
wounded. The LWG, Sgt. H. E. Kellner, was
wounded bul continued on his guns ond is
credited with destroying the atiacker. The TG.
Sqt. C. 5. Momeyer, was bodly wounded in
legs and face but continued ot his guns while
the attacks persisted ond is credited with
damaging an e/a on a later attack. He later
crawled back to the waist 1o assist the wound-
ed waist rs. . . . LL Lond brought the
plone bock safely, constantly losing altitude
and taking evasive action against flok, receiv-
ing excellent fighter support until near the
coast.

From DAILY BULLETIN NO. B9, dated 8 March 1944

"3, The following TWX is quoted for the information of all concerned
from Gen. LE MAY, Commanding General, 3rd Bombardment Division:—
QUOTE. THE CREWS OF THE 45TH COMBAT WING DELIVERED A PUNISH-
ING BLOW TODAY TO THE MORALE OF ALL GERMANY. IN SUCCESS-
FULLY PUTTING BOMBS ON THE ENEMY'S CAPITOL AND HIS VITAL
PLANTS THEY FURTHERED THE WAR EFFORT MORE THAN ANY OF US
CAN ADEQUATELY EVALUATE AT THE PRESENT WRITING, THE MAJOR
PART OF THE HURT TO THE 3RD DIVISION FORCES FELL ON THE GAL-
LANT CREWS OF THE 96TH. THE 288TH AND THE 45ZND BOME GROUPS.
THE SPIRIT AND FIGHT THESE UNITS DISPLAYED TODAY MADE IT EASIER
ON THE OTHER TWO WINGS WHO WANTED TO SHARE THE BRUNT OF
THE BATTLE WITH THEM. CONVEY TO ALL THE OFFICERS AND MEN WHO
PARTICIPATED MY DEEP ADMIRATION FOR THE COURAGE AND DETER-
MINATION WITH WHICH THEY PUSHED THE AIR ATTACK INTO THE
HEART OF THE ENEMY'S TERRITORY AND BLASTED BERLIN. SIGNED LE

MAY UNQUOTE."




16 Seplember 1343
Target: BORDEAU, FRANCE
Mizsion No. 23

The long trip to Bordecu around the coast
of France called for capacity gas. The delay
in refusling prevented many planes from mak-
ing the formation and enly 16 planes made the
assembly. Briefed course was followed but pri-
mary, secondary, and lasl resort largels were
covered by clouds. A target of opportunity was
finally chosen ot La Palice and Eﬁmbing was
excellant,

Fighter opposition varled along the route
and 20 to 25 fighters were encountered.

At the southwaest coast of England weather
broke up the lormation and only six planes re-
turned to the base.

Cne aircrafl was forced to dilch on the
east coast of England after not being able to
find landing. Two men were killed, one serious-
ly injured, and the rest safe.

12 May

Ansther aireraft which became separated,
and after two near collisions in the clouds had
to let-down becouse of fuel shortage. As they
broke through a cloud 1he5 hit a hill and finally
landed on a river bed. Cne man was killed,
two seriously hurl, and another. who fell out
of the tail just after the plane hit the hill was
dazed but not seriously hurt.

A third plane crashed in Southwest Eng-
land and all aboard were killad.

The remaing seven planes landed al var-
ious fields throughout England and returned 1o
Eneltishall the following day.

The resulis were delinifely discouraging
especially as il had come so close on the heals
of the Stuligart raid and a Paris roid which
had cost two planes. Lady fortune had not been
smiling on the 38%th.

1944

Target: BAUX, CZECHOSLOVAKIA
blizsion No. 111

This group hurnished on A and B’ group
which were lead and low respectively of the
45th C Combat Wing. Forly-two of our ships
plus two PFF A/C were airborne by 0807 hours.
The 45th and 13th Combaot Wings attacked
the synthetle oil plant ot Brux. Seven of our
a/c ried becouse of mechanical difficulties,
and 1 a/c of the A group relurned because it
wos a scheduled abort. E’im‘bi]ltf was perfect
at the target. The PFF a/c of the A group en-
countered a molfunction en the bomb run and
held his bombs. The group leader, Lt Cal.
Henggeler, decided to make a second bomb
run. Just as the formolion was aboul to leave
the target area the number three ship in the
second element of the lead squadron suffered a
direct flak hit in the bomb bay which coused
the bombardier to salvo his bomba, Most of the
other mircraft in that group dropped on this
release. Consequently the group leader de-
cided not 1o make o second run and proceeded
fo the RP.

The B group attacked the target with ex-
cellent resulls. Hits were seen on the MPI and
surrcunding buildings. Thirnty-twe a/c landed
safely al base at 1710 hours. Two ships made
emergency landings at other bases: their
CIOWS Were I safe. One aircrafl is miss-
ing which went down at 1238 hours affer an

atiack by a wave of ME 109s. Its crew mem-
bers were seen to bail out.

Flak was encountered ot Koblenz, Schwein-
furt and cver the largel. Several ground rockets
were seen in the lorget arec.

At 1225 hours in the vicinity of Frankiurt
the formation was atlacked by 50 to 75 FW
1808 and ME 109s. The attack which centlinued
for approximately 35 minutes were from all
elock positions and many moss saturation at-
tacks were alse made. They attacked the
{ormations ahead and fcllowed on through the
formolion ahead to attock ocurs. Several o/a
were seen lo crash into B-1Ts of the formation
ahead. These e/a were striped similarly 1o our
own lighters.

Some air to air bombing was cbserved
but were not identified as coming i{rom any
particular plane.

At 1425 hours after the formation left the
target area and was in the vicinity of Chmnilz,
about 40 ME 410s attacked frem the tail and
used rockets before closing in with connon

fire. They seemed lo throw all cautien to the
wind came much closer than t/e fighters
usually do.

Caplain Trauth was leader of our B group:
Captain Baum was lead bombardier.

20 June 1344
Target: MADGEBURG
Miesion Mo. 143

The 388th dispaiched two groups for this
miesion. They flew lead and low position in the

45th A Combat Wing's formation. The 45th
led the 3rd Division.



MNineteen a/c plus two PFF ofc of the A
group, and 21 a/c of the B group were air-
borne between 0400 ond 0453 howurs. Three
from each lg:n:lup returned oarly as spares. Two
a/c of the B group also aborted after colliding
in midair ot 5310 N — 0400 E.

No difflcully was encountered in assem-
blying as the formations proceeded o the
larget, (cllowing the hflﬂfﬂg course on both
penetration and withdrawal, Practically CAYU
conditions prevailed ai the target, which was
the Madgeburg ( Rotensee’) syntheatic oil plant.
It was attacked visually by both groups, Bombs
were away from the A group at 030B hours
Irom 25,200 feet while on g mag heading of
278 degrees, and from the B group at 0911
hours from 24,000 feot while on a heading of
285 hours,

Sfrike photes reveal excellent bombing re-
sults cnd kﬂﬂw thatl the A group Shacked the
target, covering the MPI with bomb bursts. The
pattern of the B group is slightly over the MPI
with all the bombs {alling in the target area.

A/C D04, piloted by 2/14. |. L. Patrick, was
hit by flak over the target. One engine was

faathered. The A/C -I:I.I'ﬂ'EpEId. out of formation
and lollowed along behind and below wuniil
it disgppeared from view in the vicinity of the
East Frisian Islands at 1025 hours. Mo chutes
WETre SeE.

A/C B30 which collided with A/C 873, as
recorded above, crashed in the North Sea four
miles northeast of Cromer afler the crew had
bailed out over England. All crew members are
gale. ASC BTY, badly damaged. landed salely
at this bose without injury to the crew.

No e/a were seen during the mission.

Flak over the fargel was intense, accurale-
ly predicted concentration. This group suffered
100% baille damage. The 31 attacking Flying
Fortresses which returned 1o bases here suffer-
ed a total of 358 flak holes. Meager flak was
encountered from Wangerooge, Bremerhaven,
Cuxhaven, Brandenburg, Luneburg Airfield,
and Withenberge.

Group leaders were Li. Col. Hoves and
Captain EII\"LB. Lead bombardiers were L1
Godwin of the PFF A/C with the A group, and
Li. Eotharz on the B group.

24 December 1544
Target: DARMSTADT
Mission No. 237

The largest force of heavy bombers, over

2,000, were put up by the Eighth Air Force. The.

2nd Division attacked taclical largets in direct

support of the US. Firat Army. The lst and
drd Divisions attaocked GAF airfields in the
Frankfurt area and 500 RAF heavy bombers

Ettﬂckad girfields in the eastern section of the
uhr.

The 388th furnished five complete d-
rons plus the lead PFF a/c for a sixth squodron,
which was composed of 1st Division a/c. These
latter ships had landed here and at Snetterton
Heath. A. B. and C Squadrons were lead, high
and low respectively of the 45th A Group. D
and E Squadrons were lead and high respec-
tively of the 45th B Group, F Ton was low
squadron of the 45th F Group. The 45th A
Group was the 13th group in the Division col-
umn and the first on its 1arget.

Sevenly-ene a/c including nine PFF a/c
waore airborne between 0840 and 1015 hours.
All other available, flyable a/c on the feld
were airborne immediately following the main
fermation. These extra a/c flew only 1o the
English Coast and returned. One a/c of the
A E-q!uudmn returned because of mechanical
rouble as did one a/c of the C Squadren.

Formations were effected satisiactorily in
spile of the large number of aircraft in the air,
and approximately the briefed course was fol-
lowed to and from the larget. As the forma.
tion crossed the battle lines, the lead ship was

hit by flak and had to leave the formation.
The deputy lead then tock the lead. All 45th
Groups attacked the same larget, which was
the Darmstadt/Griesheim alrfield. Weather
over the largel was CAVU and it was attacked
visually by groups. Strike photos show the
following resulls;

A Squodron—I{air resulia—hit hangars and
administration area on NW side of fields.

B Squadron—poor hit in NW corner of
town of Griesheim, 1 miles west of MPL

C Squadron—poor—hit NW of field 2
mile from target.

D Squadron-—poor o fair—maoin portion
of pl:éllﬁ 1-3 mile from NW of target.

uadron—gocd—hils in fock hang-
ar area on N'W side of field. it

F Squodron—ne photes. Crews report all
bombs in lorget area.

All aircralt except five returned to the
base by 1753 hours. Of the live a/c that did
not return to this base L. Loula landed safely
at Bl::&r St. Edmunds, Lts. Gladstone and Riddle
londed on the Continent (all crew members
are safe), Reports are incomplete on Lis. Sul-
kowaki and Thompson, but sorme members of
both crews have been heard from.

No e/a were encountered, although they
were reperied at the battle line and across the
German berder. Accurate, moderate, both
iracking and barrage flak was encountered in
the 5t Vith-Stavelat area.
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HEADQUARTERS
388TH BOMBARDMENT GROUF (H), AAF
APD 559

1 Seplember 1944.
SUBJECT: Report of Operations Otficer on Mission of 30 August 1944,

TO : Commanding Oificer, 388th Bombardment Group, APO 559

J88th “A"” Group Formation:

1. General Narrative, The 38Bth "A" Group formation took off 1210-1220 and used the
new iype of assembly edure. That is, the two lead ships laking off five minutes be.
fore the main Group. instrument assembly was mode 1o 15000 feet. Then at 1343, the
388th “A" Group lormation. leading the 45th "A" Combat Wing, the 388th "B" Group
{lying as low group. ond the 96th "A" Group flying as high group, departed the base on
course to Brandon. The rest of the wing assembly was as hrie?&d,. eaving Great Yarmouth
at 1412, altitude 15800 feet. Climb 1o bembing altitude was established over the North Sea
and a good wing formation was maintained. The enemy coast was crossed 1527 at 25.900
ieet. The route from the enemy coast to the target was as briefed and without incident. The
primary el was bombed using PFF equipment. Afler bombing rally was effected as
planned and the wing deparied the anemy coast 1642 ot 22,800 feet. Letdown was establish-
ed over the North Sea and the 388th “A” Group returned o the base without further incident,
landing 1915-1930 hours. Flak over the larget was heavy and incccurate. Friendly fighter
support was excellent and no enemy fighlers were seen.

2. Aircraft Not Attacking. Eleven A/C, plus two PFF A/C, ook off as scheduled, at-
tacked, and received aorlies. Thelr itionz in the lormalion, ail fime of assembly and over
the larget. are shown in the attached diogram.

3. Aircraft Lost. None

388th "B” Group Formation:

l. General Narrative. The 388th "B" Group formation tock off 1210-1220 hours. An in-
strument assembly was made over the base 1o 14.000 feet. Reference is made to the above
report of the 388th “A" Group for a general narrative of the remainder of the mission, which
was flown in company of the 388th “A" Group formation.

2. Alrcraft Not Artacking. Thirteen A/C tock off as scheduled. One A/C falled to ailack
because of a release malfunction, receiving credit for a sorties however. Thus, twelve
A/C attacked and thirleen sorties are credited. Their pesitions in the formation at time of
assembly and over the target, are shown in the attoched diagram.

3. Aireraft Losti. Mone.

ANDREW A. CHAFFIN,
Majeor, Air Corps,
Cperations Oificer.

From DAILY BULLETIN NO. 24, Dated 31 August 1944

“4. The following TWX from 3RD is quoted for the information of all
personnel this Station: —YOUR ORGANIZATION 1S TO BE COMMENDED
UPON THE EXECUTION OF TODAY'S MISSION UNDER TRYING CIRCUM-
STANCES. THE SHORT INTERVAL OF TIME BETWEEN WARNING ORDEH
AND THE TAKE-OFF REQUIRED EXCELLENT WORK ON THE PART OF THE
GROUND CREWS, AND THE ASSEMELY AND COMPLETION OF THE MIS.
SION, UNDER UNFAVORABLE WEATHER CONDITIONS WAS A TEST OF
THE SKILL AND DETERMINATION OF THE COMBAT CREWS. PLEASE EX-
PRESS TO ALL CONCERNED MY APPRECIATION FOR A DIFFICULT JOB
WELL DONE.—PARTRIDGE."



HEADQUARTERS
J68TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HY). AAF
APO 558

H Septembar 1544
SUBJECT: HReport ol Operations Officer on Missien of 18 Sepiember 15944,

TO  : Commanding Cificer, 388th Bombardment Group (H), APO 559,

Jedth A" Group Formation:

I. Ceneral Marrative. The lead airerall of the 38k A%, 386k "B", ond 388t "C"
Groups ook ofl at 0700 bours and assembled over Buncher %10 in combal wing formation
with the leod oircraft of 15000 {est. The 38HiH "A" G:nnp formation beok off 07150725
hours ond ossembled over Buncher #10 ot 15,000 feei using the instumen! cssembly pro-
cedure, The 45th “A" Combot 'Wing, in good wing formation, parted Buncher # 10 an time and
on course, The first point of the division assembly routs wos made on tfime, and the division
arsembly vmég:d with the 43th "A” Combaol Wing deporting the English Coast oo time
and on course. trel Paint #2 was reached on time, and at that time the 45th A" Combal
Wing staried their climb to bombing altitude. On the route In betwesn Control Point #2 and
Contrel Poinl #3, & wing of the lsl Divisien oew poralle] te and the same course as the 45th
"A” Wing. Al approximately Control Point # 3 the leader of the 45tk "A”™ Wing lost contoct
and sight of the Sird "A” and 3)d “"B” Combat Wings. The 45th “A" Combal Wing was
13 minutes lote ol Control Point #3, and the 455 “A" Wing oblained bombing altihuds of
Caontral Point #4, Prior to the LB the wing lecdes on information from Kedak Hed mode ihe
deciglon 1o bamb the secondary, which was the primary on BFF, After bombe awsay, a right
furn was mode os brisfed ond the 456 A" Wing lost 1,000 feet io the mllyagdnl. rmle-ir
cellision mocounted for the leader of the 388th "C" Group, therelore the th " Group
filled in the vaconcies of the 388th "A™ and 388th "B” Groups. The Hi:i:nrl in the lsad and
duql:ul lead gircraft of the 45th "A" Wing were inoperative; therefore the leader of the 45th
"A” Wing turned the lead of the wing over to the leader of the high group whose Mickey
was operating of this fime. The descent to 10,000 foat was occomplished as briefed and aboul
this time, the Mi:kn:lr af the high Fop becgme hwpu-rql.‘lvl- and the leader of the high group
had to abort from the farmatian. otiginal leader of the 45th "A” Wing assumed leod of the
45b “A" Wing, reformed the 388tk “A", "B, and "C" Groups inio the group and procoeded
on the roturn route. The dessent b minkmum eltiode wos oeesmpl a3 briajed and
the 45th "A” Wing landed 1513-1529 hours, Flak at the targel was intense and accurate. No
enemy fghlers were obasrved by ihe leaders, however the combal crews reporied’ enemy
fighters in the ares, Friendly lighter escorl was excellent Westher was approximatlely as
briejed—clowds ai the larget were B/l0ths coverage,

2. Aircroft Not Attscking, Tea A/C. plus twa FFF ASC. took all a2 achadulad. atteeked,
and roceived sorties. Thelr positions in the formation. at time of assembly ond over the tar-
qot, are shawn i the oibeched dicgrom.

3. Aibrcroft Logt, ASC 43.57218 received a direct burst of flak between %1 and =2 an-
gines ond was kesl seen spinning down in the target arec. No chutes

AAC 4337580 —Unknown—COne unideniified ASC asen to explede In the
vicinity of the lormalion on the return route. May hove been this ASC Ha chubes.

ASC 42-076TE had #1 englne lecthered and 23 ine an fre in the
targel area. Fire in 23 pul cul aond ASC last seen near Jena ot about et with one en-
gine feamgared and the other windmilling. Mo chules.

JaGh VB Group Fonmation:

1. General Narrative. The 388th “B" Group fermation took off 07030712 hours and as
sembled over Buncher #10 at 15,500 feet using the Instrument assembly procedure, Refer
ence i made 1o the above report of the 3881h "A” Group formation for a generdl narrative
jIﬂl 1haﬁmmniudn of the misslon which was llown In company with the 388th "A" Group
aiinabion.

2. Aircraft Not Attacking. Twelve A/C, plus one PFF A/C, ook off as scheduled, al-
tocked, and received sorties. Thelr posifions in the lormation, at times of assembly and over
the terget, are shown in the atiached dicgram,

3. Aircraft Lost. Afc 42102434 left fromation In targel area with one engine feathered
and ope smoking. rodicing ke was going to try and make it 1o Belgidm. Mo chutes.

Jgdth “CT Group Formathon :

1, Genesal Narrative, The 388th "C™ Group formation feok off 0736-0732 hours ond s
sembled over Buncher #10 ot 14,300 fowt using the Insirumenl assembly procedurs. Relor-
ence 1s made to the obove report of the 388th "A™ Group farmalion for a general narrative
of the remainder of the misslon which was flown In company with the "A"' Group
fermation.

& Alreralt Not Attacking. Twelve A/C took off a8 scheduled. Two A/C returned sarly,
both mechenical failures. The remaining ten A/C aliacked and received sorfies. Thair i
tdm in the lormaotion, ot Ume o assembly and over the iorgel, are shown in the atioched

Om.

3. Alrcrofl Losi, A/C 42-102953 and 43-38404 collided after bombs away. A/C 404, lead-
ing formation, started evasive aclion and losing altitude tuming o the i ASC 853 was
his right wing man and was reperted out of formation. The tall of 404 was cul off. The leit
wing and #1 engine of 553 were domoged, Both went down. Four chates,

ﬁmmﬂﬁ;rﬁéﬁfmm
ajer,
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SPECIAL MISSIONS

HEGENSBURG
August 17, 1943
SHUTTLE MISSION TO AFRICA
{ Unit Citation Misslon )

The evening of the 16th of August, 1943
was of great interes! and importance around
Enettishall. The alert for a mission had come
in, and it seemed everybody knew what was
going on. It's a special mizssion when the crews
take canteens, mess gear, blonkets, toilet
articles, ond extra clothes, The exact larget
was not known, ond the destinotion wos nol
known, bul every crew wanied to {ly this mis-
gion. It's strange thal no malter how lough o
mission might be, if il adds variety ewveryone
wanls lo go.

Briefing was called for 0300 hours which
meant that the crews were awaokened at 0130
or 0200 hours. Operations hod been working
all night, but here again was something special
o it made no difference. When it wos an-
nounced at briefing that landing would be
made in Alrica there was much excilement
The fact thatl the target was Regensbburg
the longest mission ever {lawn had litle affect
on the enthusiosm.

The group scheduled 24 planes, of which
three were (o (urn back at the enemy coost i

Strike Pholo of Regensburg—August 17, 1943 18,000 feet
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One of Our Best Jobs — Recent Ground-
D,1r|:-.1.g|- Photos Recall that Historic Attack

THE SERAMANE fepde v dttnmpt 1o repadt thiv perd sher Digheh's havvie
mbadii finE igaghaiti ol ke reh asd erabed orerees-bosa of tha an

the first 21 ploces were not filled. Naturally
the three acheduled 1o relurn were the ones that
cid,

The targel was bombed with excellent re-
sults by the five groups attacking. Gen. Curtis
LeMay (then Col.) led the attack. The 388th
was led by Cel. David, Cel. Cox (then Major’)
was deputy lead. Thirty to fifty enemy fighters
ware encountersd bul their aliocks were in-
effectual on the 388th group and no planes
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ware lost. The 100th Bomb Group losl thirteen
planes that day. :
One plane of the group developed engine
trouble and ditched in the Mediterranean sec.
Ita position was radioed in by other planes but
the crew was not picked up for about 12 hours.
However, all were uninjured and picked up the
nexi morning by British Air-Sea-Rescue.
Landing was schaduled for Borne, but only
three planes made thot feld. Others landed
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any place they could find because of gos
shorlage. Only two men had been injured on
the mission.

In Africa the lask force was re-organized
and a return mission was planned. Of the
groups’ 20 plones in Africe four were baltle
damoged 50 as o be non-operational. They
were {lown home of low altitude arcund the
northeas! coast of Alfrica. The other sixteen
flew bombing formation and fifteen bombed an
air field near Bordeau, France. One plane de-

of 17 deupo. 1HE Lod by Colo
"Wep reimeed g Eniiapuiiberd U=

jaidd Neig Thin
1, wbda b dgdrapd
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veloped engine trouble, returnied fo Africa, and
aboul a month later arrived back in England.
The crews broughi all kinds of souvenirs
home to their friends and all admitted they had
a wonderful time—such was war—ithe boys of
the 100th group were not nearly as happy
Many planes were out of gas upon reach
ing England and landed at other bases for re-

fueling. One plane crash londed when all en-

gines ran cut of gas near Eneftishall.



D-DAY

—AT STATION 136

Thot night and the memklag of D-Day
the attention of greund personnel was so con-
centrated upon defensive measures that it did
nol oceur 1o them that the morning would bring
o historic event—the Allied invaosion of the
rerman-held coast of Normandy in France.
Not only did the Officer of the Day give spe-
cial instructions o aircralt gquards on tha night
of June Sth,—Major Reed tested the aleriness
ol every guard on the base.

Combal crews. howewer, said, "The in-
vasion?” You could fust fesl’ that it wos com-
ing on the following morning.” They all wanted
to participate. Many special requests to do so
had to be refused, but they all went 1o the
unusually-timed briefing, 2300 hours. The
weather for D-Day mission was questionable.
Rain fell interminently during the night, pune.
fuaied by flashes of bright moonlight. At 02:30
hours our aircraft which was to lead the 8th

Air Force bombing, roared down the runway
for its loke-off,

On the 6th of June, 1944, everyone at Sia-
tion 136 wos clomoring for exira duties—all
were most anxious 1o give full support to the
ground troops. During the next few days, arm-
OreTs Ie fedly soid, "We aren’l loading as
many hﬂ% :m:l]; as often as we want to! Tl?mae
bombe are our lickels home.” Aerial gunners
exclaimed that it was the greatest momeni in
thelr combal careers to see the invasion ships
in the English Choannel and the tremendous
number of aircraft in the air—to be preparing
the way for our invasion troops.

Progress of the landing troops was follow-
ed minute by minute by excited, tensa, hope-
ful Air Forces personnel here. Excitement was
the chiei morale characteristic during the

monith.

B June 1944
Target: CAEN AREA
Misgion Mo, 131

Preview of this Group's participation in
the Allied invasion of Germany's Weslern
Froni—the coast of France, was such aspeciai
ordere from the 43th Combat Wing as:

"Guns will be manned but nol lesi-fired
ab any lime.”

"Gunners will not fire al any girplane at
any time unless being attocked . . . Bombing
on primary torgets will be comried out within
time limits prescribed. Otherwise secondary
or last resort targels will be bombed . . . No
second runs will be made on the primary tar-
get. .. Take Olfs will be accomplished occord-
ing to schedule—regardless:™

All available heavy bombers of the Eighih
Alr Force were dispaiched in waves lo attack
coostal defenses between Le Havre and Cher-
bourg in Fronce. The altacks were in direct
support of the Allied Invasion Forces which
londed immediately after the bombing ol the
beach area was completed. The 388th furnished
an A and a B group plus the low squadron
of the 452nd C group. A and B groups were in
the first and second waves respectively, and
the composite group was in the last or eighth

Key personnel:

A
Group Leader Lt. Col. Cox
Depuly Leader Lt. Col. Henggeler
Lead Pilot PFF
Lecd Navigator PFF

Lead Bombeardier PFF

wave, 388th A" group led the Bth AAF D-Day
altacks.

Sixteen o'c of the A group plus fwo PFF
a/s were airborne between 0210 and 0227
hours. In the B group 17 a/c plus one PFF
were airborne between 0230 and 0248 hours,
Six a/c of the composite group look off be-
tween 0250 and 0284 hours. One ship of the
A group aborted becouse of mechanical dii-
ficulty. Some dilficully was encountered in
forming due 1o darkness, aond because the
“"Buncher” weni out,

The targeis were atlacked by PFF methods
because of a complete undercast in the target
areas and bombing was done by groups with
squadrons line obreast. "Mickey” operalors
report equipment working well. The Compesite
Group did not attack and brought back its
bomba. Bombs were away from the A qltﬂ-lE
at 0656 hours from 15050 feel: from the
group atl 0703 hours from 13, 850 feet. All air-
craft returned safely to the base by 1043 hours.

Ne enemy fighters were seen and no flak
was encountered. Approximately Z5 inoccurale
ground rockets were encouniered in the target
Qred.

B Composiiae
Caplain Cockerill 452nd
Lt. Wilcox T
PFF

PFF

PFF




LT. COL. CHESTER C. COX
Col. Cox was the Leader of the Eighth Air Force attack on “D® Doy—86 June, 1944—The

Bombers wenl over [irst with the 388th having the honor of leading—Cel. Cox the Com-
mond Filat,

6 June 1944

Cherbourg Penninsula
Mission & 132

A smail ferce of Eighth Air Force aircraft
attacked foctical targets just inside the French
Coast. This operation was in support of the
Allied Invasion Forces which haod an hour
earlier landed on the coast. The 388th furnish-
ed 6 afc to fly with the 96th which was lead
in the 45th Combat Wing. The 3B8th a/c were
split 1o {ly as follows: ?u.-’c as the lead ele-
mant of the low squadron and 3 a’c as lead
eloment of the high squadron.

B afc were airborne between 0615 and
0619 hours, Formations were elfected and the
ships proceeded 1o the larget as scheauled. As
in the early morning, the larget area wos
coverad with 10/10th clouds and bombs were
away ai 0312 hours from 14,300 feel.

All gircraft returned sofely to baose by
1%34 hours,

Me &/a wore seen and no flak was en-
couniered.

B June 1544
Target: Pont L'Eveque

Mission

Tactical targets for the support of the
ground forces were the targets of the Eighth
Air Ferce. The 388th furnished an "A" and a
"B" group which flew high in the 45th A and
B Combat Wings respectively. The 45th CW
led the 3rd Division.

In the A group 1] a/c plus 1 PFF took-oif
between 1715 and 1722 hours. 11 afc of the B
group plus | PFF were airborne between 1735
and 1744 hours. No aircraft aborted. 5/10th
to 7/10ths clouds prevailed over the target.
The A group did not attack its primary target
because it was obscured by clouds. Instead a
railroad choke point in the southern part of
Flers was atiocked as a target of opportunity.
Bombs were away at 2058 hours from 20,
feel on o mag heading of 294 degrees. Strike

= 133

photos reveal a lose pattern on the roilroad
choke peint. Crews reporied that a large ex-
plosion was also seen.

The B group attocked the primary target
as scheduled. Bombe were away at 2022 hours
from 22,000 feel on a mag heading of 148 de-
groes. Strike photos show that the MPI was
not hit bul a roilrood choke point and rood
intersection was hit, Weather conditions over
England on return were extremely bad and
9 of our ships landed away. All crews and
ships were safe. All other aircraft landed
safely al the base at 0010 hours.

Neither enemy aircraft nor flak were scen.

Colonel David led the A group; Major
Forrest led the B group.



FOOD MISSIONS TO HOLLAND

Early in 1945 the people of Holland were experiencing a serious food
supply. and there was no way for them to getl additional food. The Germans
still eecupled that termilery and had not been routed because the Allies had
more pressing engagements against more impertant installations. Much of the
Land in Holland had been flooded and crops had been ruined. The situation
needed aid from the Allies,

The Germans had been contacted and agreed to let the Americans and
British deliver food by low flying airplanes. They would not permit planes to
land nor would they permit boais to deliver foodstufis at the poris.

The 388th Bomb Group flew five Food Misslons to Holland on the 1st, 2nd,
drd, Sth, and 6th of May. All flights were over the occupied territory under
truce conditions. On the first mission guns were manned, but were not to be
uged, Results were vory successful, and on the remaining four missions guns
were nol moanned, skeleton crews were used, and len passengers consisting of
ground personnel were taken. Consequently over Z000 men flew in the 136
gorfies [lown o Holland,

Specially construcied flocrs in the bomb bays were made to carry the
food. ﬁfﬂ- food consisted of Ten-In-Ome "K" Hations or the British coniainers
which consisted of unprepared foodstuffs. The packages were dropped from
an altitude of 400 feet or less al an indicated air speed of 135 mph. Tests made
at the Base before had proven that less than ten per cent damage was caused
by the drop. The focd was dropped on airfields, golf courses, or large dry
fields close 1o the lowns.










THEY TOOK THE
HIGH ROAD HOME

Crwt ol Waii prive ampk alzes i

REVIVAL MISSIONS

Upon termination of the war there was transporiation of persennel to be made. The
Eighth Air Ferce dispatched B-17's o Ausiria to take French and Belgium prisoners of war
back to France and Belgium. The 388th Bomb Group made three trips to Austria for that
purpose. A total of sixty five planes were dispatched on three different missions, and trans-
ported almost 2000 men back to their native lands. The dispaiched planes carried a crew of
only five men and passengers up to forty. The passengers woere men and boys who had
been prisoners for as many as five years, and were relurning to their homes. They had
very little luggoge and were guite bewildered by the whole proceadings. Group personnel
who flew these misslons wers thorcughly sprayed with powder upon return 1o fight the lice
and disease the prisoners probably corried. Most of the fellows wore their oldest clothes and
then threw them away. Airplanes were cleo thoroughly sprayed and cleaned.

The extra large passenger list was made possible by the :-p-en:i:-lilg construcied plat-
forms in the bomb hays which had been used to carry food to the Dutch. As mony as twenty
men were crammed into the bomb bay, but there were few complaints as the men knew they
ware free and going home.



SHUTTLE MISSIONS TO RUSSIA

21 June

1944

Targel: Ruhland
Mizslon Mo, 144

All heavy bombers of the Eighth Air Force
except the 45th and 13th B Combat Wings of
the 3rd Division, attocked Berlin. Theee two
wings altacked the synthetic oil refinery at
Ruhland, aboul 50 miles scuth of Berlin.

The 3EBth furnished an A group plus the
low and high squadrons of o composite group
led by the 45Znd Group. Our A group led the
45th Combat Wing and the composite group
was low in the 13th B CW. After this special
task force, escorled by P-51s. continued across
Germany and Poland after attacking the target,
o lond at bases in Russia. This was the first
shuitle raid from England to Aussie.

21 A/C of the Sgﬂ‘lh plus 2 PFF composing
the A group, and 18 A/C of the composite
group were airborne between 0520 and 0545
hours. Twe of A group and one from the other
returned early: the firs! two as spares and the
latter because of mechonical difficulties. For-

mations were effected without difficulty and
the A/C proceeded on the briefed course o the
target. 1IP?Eﬂ:llh.l&l:l’ over the target was CAVU,
and il was aftacked by groups as briafed.
Bombs were away from the A group of 1030
hours from 20,000 feet while on a magnetic
heading of 68 degrees. Bombs were away lrom
the compesite group at 1043 hours from 19,000
fect while on o mognetic heading of &0 de-
grees. Sirike photos from the A group reveal
excellent results—a “Shack.” No photos avail-
able for the composite group’s bombing.

Flak encountered was inelfective except
fram Cuxhaven and Bielo Podloske, Polaond,
where escort fighters broke up the attack of

15 Ma 109s. All but 1 of cur a/c—which landed
at Eiev—landed at the Eastern Command Base.

No casualties. Cols. Old and David were
leader and deputy leader.

21 June 1344
Target: Berlin
Mission = 145

All 8th AF heavy bombers were dispaich-
ed o aitack Berlin. A Task Foerce also com-
pleted o shuttle raid to Russia, attacking Rub-
lend enroute.

The 388th lurnished only 3 a/c which flew
with the 36th Group. Cur main effort was flying
with the tosk force on the shultle raid. The
target which was on area engine works on
the Northeastern outskirts of Berlin was at-
lacked visually with good resuliz. One of our

afc was carrying ten 300-1b. packages of type
T.l propaganda leaflets which were o have
been dropped in the larget area. Due to me-
chanical difficulties, the a/c Eﬂﬁiﬂunﬂd these
leaflets early—approximately 5331 N—1320 E.
All three a/c returned safely to the base with-
oul casualties.

Mo e/a were sighted and only a modegrate,
ingccurate barrage of flak was encountered
in the target area,

The Shuttle Mission to Hussic was flown by the 3rd Air Division and lead by Gen. Old
as Command Pilot with 388th Formations leading. Almost 12 hours flying time to Peliava,
Russia where all planes landed safely, but that night the Germans bombed the field and the
Group lost twenty plones, but no personnel.
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CREWS OF THE DAMAGED PLANES RETURNED TO ENGLAND BY ATC. THROUGH
EEFRE*;:IN AND CASABLANCA. THE FOLLOWING PICTURES SHOW ONE CREW'S EX.
HENCES:;
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MISSION STATISTICS

A/C Sort- Av.Fly  Tolal

Date No, Target Sched. ies Time Fly Time
1943
17- 7 1  Amsterdam 21 17 3.8 706
24-7 2 Bergen, Norway 2l 13 8.3 1368.6
257 3 Wustrow 21 20 7.1 137.3
6. 7 4 Hanover 21 17 7.1 1328
28. T 5  Oschersleben 15 11 T8 7.9
97 & Warnemunde 1l 7 7.5 £a4a
30 F T  Kossel 12 10 5.4 B4.6
12- 8 # Bonon 24 18 o 110.8
15 B 8  Merville-Lille 2k 21 4.0 94.4
16- 8 10 Puix-Abbyville 23 2l 3.9 BE.7
17- 8 11 Regensbur 24 2] 11.5 2533
13- 8 12 Woensdrecht B T 3.3 TR
24-8 12 Evreux [: B 4.2 52
24-8 14 Bordeau 16 15 1.5 1725
27- 8 15  Wallen 12 12 1.5 42.0
31-8 16 PBrussels 23 o2 5.5 11586
29 17 Denain 24 21 4.5 S0
39 18 Meulan | 19 4.8 58.3
-9 19 Swrausburg 24 21 B3 146.1
7-3 20 ‘Wallon id 17 348 65.3
99 21 Poris Z1 15 5,1 5.1
159 22 Paris 20 19 4.7 91.1
163 23 Bordeau 21 16 106 1774
26-9 24 Helims 24 g Lo 112.3
27- 89 25 Emden 23 16 52 92.0
210 2% Emden 27 21 5.8 136.0
4-10 27 Frankfort 26 16 6.8 1352
B-10 28 EBremen 24 21 5.6 124.4
.10 23 Gydnio 24 24 a8 206, 1
10-10 30 Ihﬁmutm 21 18 o3 1016
14-10 31 Schweinfori 21 18 53 126.7
18-100 32 Durin 24 7 5.0 1049
20-10 83  Dwrin 14 15 5.5 85.1
311 34  Wilhelmshaven a0 il g0 1E0.0
a-11 35  Gelsinkirchen 29 ] 5.8 143.4
11-11 38 Munsier 23 23 4% 06.5
1311 37 Bremen 22 18 5.5 1366
16-11 38 Ruukon, Norway 21 17 9.0 170:9
13-11 33  Gelsinkirchen 20 14 o 110.3
26-11 40 Bremen 45 42 6.8 2664
2911 41 Bremen 30 20 5.5 159.8
Jk-11 42 Solingen 45 10 - IBO.E
512 43 Bordeau 4i 43 8.1 351.2
11-12 44 Emden 47 34 L 2378
13.12 4% Keil S0 44 7.0 338.0
16-12 46 Bremen 41 a6 7.1 arad
212 a4 Bremen a6 an 6B 2154
2212 48 Munster a3 29 58 184.1
24-12 49  Crossbow a8 ar 5.0 1774
30-12° 500 Ludwigshaven 42 a5 B2 2783
41-12 51 Paris a3 29 6.0 1754
1944
4- 1 52 Munster 42 a7 5.5 130
-1 53 Bordeau a5 a2 7.9 251.9
7-1 54 Ludwigshaven o 20 6.5 165.0
11- 1 55 Brunswick a4 a5 5.3 2093
14- 1 6 Crossbhow a6 a6 4.2 T44.1
21- 1 57 Crossbow 42 41 4.1 194.0
M. 1 5B Frankflurt 40 a5 4.4 175.9
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59
G0
Bl
62
63
G4
B3
3
BY
68
63
70
71
72
73
T4
75
Th
7
7B
79
80
g1
B2
83
84
BS
B6
a7
8a
89
0
a1
a2
a3
9
95
96
a7
58
99
100
101
102
103
104
105

107
106
109
110
111
112
113
114
IS
116
17
118
118
120
121
122

Target

Frankfuri
Brunswick
Wilhelmshaven
Frankfurt
Ramilly
Homill
Frankfuri
Brunswick
Crosshbow
Posen
Brunswick
Posen
Regensburg
Brunszwick
Chartres
Berlin
Berlin
Berlin
Barlin
Berlin
Brunswick
Augsburg
Augsburg
Frankiuri
Berlin
Brunswick
Crossbowr
Bordeau
Chateaudun
Ludwigshaven
Achmer
Posen
Courcelles
Posen
Augsburg
Herlin
Lippstadt
Calaiz
Hamm
Fredrichshaven
Divon
Brunswick
Calais,
Berlin
Clermoni
Crosabow
Madz
Berlin
Berlin

La Glacerie
Juvincotirt
Brusesls-Liege
Brux
Osnabrock
Berlin
Brussels
Kiel

Cearan
Berlin
Liege
Strausbourg
5t. Valery
Magdebu
LniEz:'lq =

A/SC  Bort-
Sched, les
42 3R
432 oL
44 44
43 a8
24 a1
od s
24 21
25 19
o 21
a7 a7
35 b
a5 o L
36 24
34 24
24 21
35 29
35 20
34 i
24 16
10 4]
22 13
20 18
24 21
24 17
21 LT
a1 27
27 a7
3l al
od 20
23 25
d2 29
35 17
23 21
3l 27
24 20
24 15
a0 27
28 28
33 a0
a4 28
24 20
o 21
24 21
a1 25
E5 20
24 20
24 20
a7 24
a4 24
B B
31 2H
a7 a4
43 42
24 20
K1 [
25 17
') 17
24 18
L !
8 24
et et
[ L
a3 26
26 1

Av. Fly
Time

B3
B3
B3
6.3
6.3
2.9
74
7.0
31
10.0
7.2
11.0
10.0
T
5.2
6.1
6.0
B.3
8.
H.A
649
a4
8.5
9.1
BE
70
a.7
B8
2.9
3.8
6.0
82
6.0
10.5

o
L]
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Tatal
Fly Time

2577
2423
2783
2948.2
1396
134.9
157.4
127.6
69.2
350.5
242.7
JF70
290.7
212.6
118.0
187.0
167.0
241.0
140.0
64.0
138.0
164.0
196.0
183.0
165.0
183.0
124.0
256.0
128.0
110.0
173.0
217.0
131.0
287.0
174.0
155.0
182.0
131.0
199.0
264.0
180.0
165.0
106.0
278.0
180.0
161.0
141.0
ZB0
197
34
155
183
326
137
214
131
145
138
256
i
132
20
237
184




g

L) L3

T L T T e
MMM, oo oo SN, oA LA

o
o

BEE

B
b e Bt B B e B Bt B s B B B e e W e p ]

P2 e G R 0 ARG N G R

oy 208 5

E

gy S P
0 0 05 05 00 00 0D 00 00 5 05 00 00 00 ) =]

A/C Sort- Av.Fly Tabal

No. Target Sched. jes  Time Fly Time
123 Troyes-Reims 29 26 B.3 231
124 Soast a5 i 6.3 a08
125 Bolougne a2 24 4.7 148
126 Paris 14 13 5T 7
127 Balougne i 15 4.8 75
128 Wissant 25 25 43 107
129  Paris 14 11 6.1 #1
130  Cape Grisnez 24 23 a0 115
131  Invasion Coast a3 a8 7.8 297
132 Invasion Coast B (1] 6.3 an
133 Invasion Coasl 2% 2% 6.3 137
134 Monies 23 a5 6.8 180
135 Towrs 28 5 6.6 181
136  Berck-Sur-Mer 26 25 4.0 102
137  Pontaubault 25 & 6.5 1549
13  Amiens 4l 35 6.0 %38
1359 5§ Trond a9 a5 55 06
140 Beouwvair 42 a5 4.5 176
141 Bremen 40 33 6.0 223
142  Cognac 33 35 5.0 292
143 Magdeburg 40 b 7 B.0 ZBE
144  Franitic-Russia 29 o6 11.8 318
145  Berlin 3 3 B3 25
146 Melun 14 11 5.7 Bl
147 Mantevil 12 11 G.B I
148  Eremen 13 : 6.4 T3
148  Area 5 14 12 9.4 j14
150  Wittenburg 20 16 B2 142
151  Sully-Sur-Hoine 14 12 B.1 Bl
152 Drohobycs B 3 B.2 43
153  Arnad 3 3 6.2 19
154 Bezlers 5 5 3.3 47
155  Fleury 28 22 47 114
156  Soutrecourt 14 14 4.1 56
157 Bohlen 25 21 8.0 177
158 Maoniles s i T2 5.2 130
158  Munich G 28 2 | 2494
160 Munich 38 3 8.1 311
161 Muneh a8 32 B.7 295
162 Area No. d i 36 9.4 338
163  Munich b 33 8.3 27
164 Houppeville 24 A 4.6 101
165  Kiel e L 31 B.5 236
166  Schweinfurt ar G 7.2 254
167 Watzler 28 24 7.8 198
168 St Lo Aresc 35 35 B.5 223
168 5t La Area J6 35 B.0 204
170 Merseburg 1] a5 8.5 a0
171  Merseburg 33 37 8.2 305
172 Munich a0 2B B.A 233
173  Areo 12 s 29 8.5 296
174 Mery-Ser-Oise 2B 24 6.3 176
175 Hamburg 21 189 6.7 132
176 Mogdeburg 20 17 7.4 144
177  BRerlin i 18 8.1 141
178 TFismes 13 13 5.4 T
178 Coen Arnea 27 7 S 141
180  Nuremburg 18 15 5.5 895
18] Mulhouse 25 2 a5 200
182 Ssine River 3 31 6.4 202
183  Ludwigshaven | 23 T8 177
184 Zeilz 25 2 74 183
185 Bovron 13 13 7. 94
186 Brux as 30 ] 263
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1 222
1 224

11-11 225

1 226
| 227
1 228
1 229
1 230
2 33l
2 332
2 233

Target

Politz

Brast

Barlin

Bremen

Bresi

Stuttgart
Moinz
Dusseldorf
Nurnburg
Magdeburg
Darmsiadl
Amheim
Dillenburg
Ludwigshaven
Ludwigshaven
Bremen

Mainz
Merseburg
Kassel
Murnburg
Berlin

Bohlen

Mainz
Cologne
Cologne
Cologne
I'Euﬁl
Mannheim
Munster
Harburg
Hannover
Mersburg
Mersburg
MNeunkirchan
Ludwigshaven
Duisburg
Soarbrucken
Wieshaden
Oberlannstain

Tgt Mo, 2 — Aachen

erabu
Hamm 4
Hamm
Lotzkendarl
Mainz
Berlin
Koblenz
Gieesen
Diarmstadt
Hannover
Darmstadt
Koblenz
Kassel
Homburg
Koiserloutern
Hanau
Ludwigshaven
Cologne
Luneback
Cologne
Bischofsheim
Augsburg
Bheine
Mannheim

AC Bon- Av.Fly
Time

Sched.

22
19
20
24
2B
26
26
26
25
a6
26
39
26
33
33
44
15

ies
21
18
19
24
26
24
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8.8
G.B
5.9
7.0
6.5
9.2
7.2
G.4
7.3
7.2
6.6
|
7.0
76
7.3
6.8
6.3
a.1
T
86
7.8
8.6
6.7
6.9
6.7
6.5
8.3
.8
6.5
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Total

Fly Time

181
131
112
1357

143

176
183

278
253

199
231

295
135
181
177
217
213
271
190
248
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273

276
a7t
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
283
286
2a7
288
283
290
2581

293
294
295
296
287
294
299

Joz
303
304
305

307
308

310
a1l
J12
313
314

A/C Sort- Av.Fly

Target Sched. ies  Time
Hohenbudburg 38 a3 58
Bielfisld 26 a6 6.6
Berlin a8 ki 5.0
Chemnitz a4 33 T4
Glessen 25 25 Tl
Chemniltz ag a7 8.3
Colibus 448 3 83
Homm a8 a6 o8
Hanau 26 23 6.0
Nuremburg 3 36 8.1
Nuremburg 40 37 7.5
Hlm a4 a7 7.9
Anshach k] 38 )
Bremen a8 J6 7.4
Munich 38 35 BT
Berlin 25 24 B.0
Leipzig 38 a7 79
Ulm 40 40 7.6
Dresden ag an Bl
Golersloh 40 38 5
Recall a8 a2 6.5
Plouen a8 B 86
Longendreer a8 a7 6.8
Fronkiuri 38 a8 6.9
Dartmund 44 dd 5.9
Hamburg 41 33 6.2
Selgen a9 a9 oSG
Honnover K} 37 62
Oranienburg | a7 6.8
Ruhland 38 a8 #E
Berlin £l a7 7.5
Swickan 38 a4 8.9
Hamburg 12 12 6.4
Hechienberq a8 36 7.3
Fronkiur 42 a8 6.0
Hengstey a8 a7 3
Plantlunne 34 a8 4.7
Hannower 38 36 6.6
Hamburg a8 6 6.9
Zmitz 34 a8 T
Kiel 38 36 5.2
Kiel 34 b B.6
Murnberg 8 43 7.8
Gera 3B 36 BE
Kaltenkirchen a8 a4 6.8
Grafenwohr a9 39 .4
Munich-RHeims 38 38 B.5
Zerbal a8 aa 7.8
Donouworth 34 a8 T.5
Royvan Se ar ;;
Royan 38 38 ;
Rochefort a4 37 .6
Ihesden 28 28 7.3
Sraubing =3 29 8.9
Karlsbal 29 29 T8
Landsherg 29 28 53
Zhowhound 40
Chowhound a0
Chowhound 40
Chowhound 40
Chowhound 36
Revival  P.W. 20
Hevival 25
Revival 20

Total
Fly Time

222
168
S0
303
1'm
309
316
220

240
315
257
263

244
231
249
323

a1l

219



Manth

1343
July

Aug.
Sept.

Ot
Nov.
Deag,
1944
Tan,
Fab,
Mar.
Apr.
May
Tune
July
Aug.

=epl.

Oct,

Now.
Dec.
1345
Jan.

Fab.
Mar.
Apr.

Atreralt

Mo, of Took Owver
Missions Sched, Off Tgt
¥ 122 120 a0
a9 160 160 141

g 198 195 166

] 193 177 134

g 265 259 171

g JG8 380 312

] 147 341 308
12 JEE b O o |
15 JBE J81 S
15 450 443 319
21 Loe 543 482
26 E45 643 Sl4
22 611 BDE 543
18 414 414 331
14 414 413 384
14 404 403 335
12 a2 02 279
10 J88 38T 375
12 363 J55 432
15 534 a2 513
23 BEE BE4  BOZ
16 573 ad 555
206 Baal B910  TETE

AIRCRAFT LOST

AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT

CLAIMS
] E A/C Claims
ME O = oZeqg B §
g 5535688788 83
1943
July 11 | 12 14 3 8
Aug. 2 2 i 8 1 5
Sept, 13 13 30 T 10
Cici, 4 2 & 9 3 & 15
Mo, ] 1 1 T 1
Dae. T T T =4
1944
Jan. 5 1 & 11 6 7
Fab. & B 12 10 15
March 20 0 31 B &
April 12 a4 15 B -
May 12 3 3 15 &7 16 ZB
Tune e T G (R [ G
July 5 2 3 11 2
Aug. 5 3 2 10
Saept. a 4 1 14 6% 2 3
et | i 4
Mo, 4 1 3 2 10 |
Dec. 2% =) 3 g 1
1845
Jan. | a 4
Fab. B 20 4 12
Em- 4 1 - TR |
il 4 3. 1 L' 3 M4 11 4
Moy
Total 142 3 18 34 26 223 22245 BO 116

Flvyin
Sort- E .
ins
a5 B.9
143 5.9
1 GE 5.8
134 6.7
195 G.1
317 .7
aiz 5.7
45 7.3
327 6.5
374 73
479 8
575 6.5
558 7.3
a7 7.2
L 7.1
74 7.2
ety B.8
37 7.2
b 71
513 7.8
837 7.0
550 7.4
BE4 k.8

COMBAT PERSONNEL CASUALTIES

ver. Total On all Targels

Time Weight of Bombs

693
929
76
1090
1467
2230

1853
2620
2454
2894
3704
3351
4229
2812
2777
2740
1988
2742

2415
4085
5894

377
+ 28020

Tons

176.5
187.0
d55.4
294.8
3464
E1E.1

683.5
T62.5
a68.4
818.3
10258
1296.1
1147.8
TI8B5
10262
B27.6
6999
o832

#85.4
1370.0
22013
1516.4

18427.1

Date KIA P/W INT S5WA MIA Tolal
1943
July 27 59 1 13 100
Aug. 8 2 2 12
Sept. 37 47 5 B 17 112
Oet, 7 4 | a8 40
Now. 15 B q 13 45
Dec. 22 12 7 23 Ed
1944
Jom. B 23 | g 10 51
Feb. 25 12 1 17 55
Mareh 3B 118 ] 28 152
April 4 56 g 7 as 114
Mil:jl]r 10 B 3 13 a2
June 12 1 13
July 17 16 1 17 54
Aug. 5 18 7T 13 48
Sept. 2 40 11 17 70
Ot 3 T 4 1 15
Mow. 3 I4d ] 28 53
Dec. 3 ] g 10 )
1945
Jan. 3 7 7 17
Feb., 10 | 48 Rl
Merreh 3 el | a4
April 1 31 a2
ay
Total 258 521 15 112 84 1301




NARRATIVES OF NOTEWORTHY INCIDENTS

{ From Press Releases)
# September
Paris Mission

The story of how a lone, crippled Flying

Fortress engaged in a dog fight with eight
German fighter planes that hod posed as a
friendly escort shot down four of them and

returned to England was revealed today when
the crew returned to its home base from an-
other field where they made a forced landing.

The Fortress "Iz Angel II' was hit in the
wing and badly damaged on the way 1o at-
tack a target in the Paris area and was forced
to leave the formation and turn baock. The
eight German fighters rode high above the
crippled ship in an orderly formation 1o create
the impression that it was o friendly escort.
Then, when Ira Angel II' was away from the
rest of the formation, the Germon fighters
closed in for the kill

Ist Lt. Henry Nagorka of Elyra. Ohio, the
pilot, and his co-pilot, 2nd Lt. Gilbert N. Parker,
of Seattle, Washinglon, with their crew mem-
bers preceeded to doglight the Foriress against
its attockers, twisting and turning the ship in
spite of its badly damaged wing to expose
lese target surlace lo the enemy and to force
him to break off his passes.

Other crew members were st Lt Jerry
Jarry Davidson, navigator: 2nd Lt Mickey
Mahoney, bombardier; T/Sqt. Edward Eelsler,
Iop turret gunner; 5/5qt. Edward Christensen,
waist gunner; T/Sgt. Robert A. Blankenburg,
baoll turret gunner: 5/Sgt Francis Antalek,
radio operator: and S/Sqi. Jack S. Harris, tail
gunner.

Several huge holes were punched through
the leit wing by the first attack of two sirings
ol enemy fighters when "lza Angel II' was ap-
proaching Paris.

"It looked like a 37 mm. job from the size
of the holes. Our control cable 1o the left aile-
ron was shot out ond immediately the ship
began 1o shake and shudder all over, like an
enormous tail flutier. It jumped wavy 1o the left
of the formation, and shoock itself from that
time all the way home.

“We got the bombardier to open the bamb
bay doors and dropped the bombs to get rid
of their weight. We tried to keep up with our
lormation but couldn’t. Scon alter we left it
the fighter escort was way up with the leading
formetion and we were alone,

“We made slow turn and headed back for
|1M_ coael. We could see the waler. We were
going down about 1,000 feel @ minute. Then the
lighters come in and hit us again. Eight of
them.

"l had ordered the tail gqunner and ball
turrel guoner to come oul ond put on their
chutes, as I was afraid that the wing was going
o come off.

“And the fighters attacked from our tail.
| sent the tail gunner back but not the ball
gunner, a8 he wouldn't have been able lo get
out. But Sgt. Blankenburg went back into the
ball turret anyway, without his chute. The ship
was shaking all the time. It tock both of us
to hold the controls.

"Wa look evasive action continually to
keep them from hoving a steady target to shoot
at. On their first sweep, Lt. Mahoney got ane,
a ME 104,

"When they attacked again. Sgi. Keisler
got another one of them, It flew in [rom over-
head and he actually shot the wing off it. There
were several times su:inq the fight that all the
bovs were firing at once, every gun in the
ship was cloflering.”

“Yeah,” put in Sgt. Whitehead. the right
waist gunner, “the ship was jumping around
s0 much half the time we didn’t have a plat-
form to stand on. We were up in mid air hong-
ing on to the guns.”

"Sgt. Blankenburg got another one conr
ing in at 5:30, after he had got back in the ball
turret. The fellow sesmed to stop in mid air
went down out of control and began 1o burn,”
Lt. Nogorka continued.

“"Three of the enemy planes turned to-
wards home. Only one stayed with us and the
boys called him Fe:-:lim:rnd. It was a 109 with
a yellow belly and green wings. He kepl with
us all the way to the coast. The boys did a
wonderful job calling his attocks. \'}ra did «a
little bit of deglighting with him. We would
furn info him as he dived and he would over-
shoot and have to go on and turn and make
onother pass. He ottocked from everywhera,
evidently trying to find a pesition with @ gun
oui.

"He finally got disgusted ond made one
last approach from the rear. We climbed sharp-
Iy from him and could see a stream of 20 mm.
shells pouring past us just under the wing.

"He must hove shoi all his ammuniticn
then. He went far out to the left and sloried
wobbling his wings as if to say: “Well, Buddy,
yvou got this round.' ™

Near the French coast, Tza Angel, which
was down to 7.000 leet, was startled by a
terrific barrage of flak, but it weathered that
glarm ond wenl on to land ot an BAF hoase,

The crew, which sang “‘Coming in on a
Wing and a Prayer” as they were doing just
that thing, was loud in its praize of each other.

Lt. Parker, the co-pilot, said of Lt. Nagorka:
"Never once did either one of us do something
that the other wasn't trying 1o do. We worked
perfectly together.”



An Eighth Air Force T'hn':ng Fortress crew
raported this aflerncon to be “missing in ac-
tion” over Berlin, tonight wazs back at its home
base, loughing and joking over a madcap
trip home when they were never more than
one hundred feet above ground.

F/O Bernard M. Dopko of Ode Forge,
Penmylllu:nja. was pilot of the Fortress “Liflle
Willie," which came safely home by the Ger-
man “Autobahn” route, as the crew reported.

Crew members described these odven-
lures. They flew between two church steeples
dewn the main sireef af the Serman city, they
flow over a German Army Camp where Nazi
soldiers paused in their calisthenics to goze
dumbiounded at the Fortress, they shot up all
their ammunition af German defenses on the
Duich coast. they whistled ond waved at a
prelty German girl eyeling dewn ancther main
stieel in another city.

The crew returned with only one crew
member elightly Injured, bul with s lail sever-
ly damaged, the radio equipment shot up and
other minor damoge.

“Linle Willie's" odventures started over
Berlin when a prop ran awoy on one engine
and the supercharger on another went out—
possibly from flak hits. The Farl fell from for-
mation and immediately two German fighters
swept in for the kill. The tail gunner, 5/5qt.
Robert M. Haydon, Jr., of Madison Wisconsin,
is credited with driving off the fighters.

F/O Dopka ook the only course open, he
pointed  “Little Willie"” nose downward and
screamed loward the earth at 4,000 feet per
minute, shaking off the lighters.

At 50 feel gbove tha ground. en the sul.
skirts of Berlin, he leveled off and started the
long journey homeward.

“Waitch out. Dop, youre qoing 1o hit the
curbstone,” his bombardier, Znd Lt. William G.
Kelley of Burlington, lowa, yelled over the
intercom. Kelley was flying his firs! wedding
ANNiversary.

2nd Lt. Glenn R. Cederstrom of Minne-
apaolis. who was flying on the first anniversary
of his commission, said, "Coming over Holland
we were flying along a road and came up on
a man riding on a cart. When he saw us he
jumped off and dived into a ditch. If he hadn't,
we'd have knocked him off, we were that low."”

Approaching ancther Germean machine
qun emplacement plainly visible 1o the crew
they saw a Nazi soldier run to his post at the
gun, slide inlo pesition and then—evidently
thinking better of it—suddenly ducked to cover
in a nearby diich,

Every member ol the crew joined in the
shooting up of German defenses. F/O Dopka
rocked hiz plane viclently frem side o side
to enable the lop turrél and radio-gunners 1o
peint their guns earthward and let the Ger-
mans have it

At the lower level ene of the faliering
engines came back in, so “Little Willie” had
three engines for its low-level tour of Germeany.
It went over the English Channel ten feet

above the water, but climbed up to 5000 fect
as it came again to England.

A German rockel shell smashed through
a front wheel, the No. 3 engine. and the pilol’s
compariment, and e:F]nded the oxygen system,
but the Eighth AAF Flying Fortress “Pan-
handle” recched England salely for a crash-
landing with only three members of ils crew
suffering slight wounds,

The ghiny new Foriress which had lell the
Bosing assembly line in Seatile exactly cne
month before was on her first mission over
Eurcpe. She was bought by the War Bond
pumﬁms of school children in Amarillo, Tex-
as, and named "Panhandle” in their honor.

lat Lt. Kenneth C. McFarlane of Superior,
Wisconsin, was pilot of the Fort, which had
dropped its bombs on military installations in
the Pas de Caolais area when it was hil by
German ground rockets.

"A rockel shell from the ground hit the
nose and tock out all the plexi-glass,” he aaid.
"The second one hit about five seconds later
and that was the one that did the most damage.

"It hit in the bottom of the No. 3 engina,
in the well where the landing wheel retracts,
and it came ocut the top of the No. 3 engine.
It came through the right side of the cockpil.
between the engineer's lurret and our seats.

“The shell exploded the oxygen aystem
and caused a fire in the cockpit. The interphone
wos knocked oul loa,

"Wea were at 25000 feet and we had 1o
get down in a hurry where we could breathe.
The explosion knocked me over against the
wheel and the ship started in a dive.

“T let down to about 18,000 and pulled it
cut of dive, setlling gradually after thot. The
explasion had blown out the windows In our
compariment and fhe engineer was fropped
in his turret.

"He was caught there, but he was trying
to reach oul with his hands and beat out the
flomes. The co-pilot went back and got him
free and they put out the fire with a fire ex-
tinguizher.

“Number 4 engine, we found out, was
windmilling, all the conirals 1o it had been shot
away, and we had o feather the prop.

“We were about 15 miles inside the French
coast then. The navigator brought us out right
between iwo heavy flak centers on the French
eoast ond we didn't get hit any more there.

"We were losing altitude ond we started
throwing oul guns and ammunition to lighten
the ship,

“"Coming home we haod lo stay as close
behind the formation as we could, because all
the navigalor's maps had been shot away by
the rocket shell.

“We made a belly landing ol an emer-
qency landing lield in England and didn't any-
body get hurt. The plane is pretly badly crack-
ed up though: it won't fly any more. They are



going 1o salvage all of it they can.”

"He maode a swell landing,” said Ind Lt
Jehn H. Lynah of Auburn, New York, the navi-
E:ctm'- "Nobody was even shaoken up. [ was

k in the waist and [ hardly knew we had
landed.”

Second Lieutenont Delmont E. Harlow, 21,
of Jay, Maine, was navigator on an Eighth Air
Force B-17 Flying Fortresa which was recenily
shot down in the Stroits of Dover within sight
ol Caolais, where the crew [loated for three
hours in a Germon mine field before being
plcked up.

In formation of Fortreases headed for an
attack on o German aircraft foctory, Lt. Har-
low's plane was forced out by an engine fail-
ure. Flying on three engines, it made for friend-
ly French territory and then it was decided 1o
iry the channel.

S0 badly damaged that the pilot was un-
able 1o steer it away, the Fort passed directly
over Calais, where German defenses shol at
it with everything they had—and the Fort was
at very low allitude,

"i’a hod at least five 20 mm. holes here
and there,” said Lt. Horlow, "ond the plane
was full of machine gun holes, Our bombear-
dier was hit by shrapnel from a 20 mm. shell
and he may lose an eye.”

Tha Fart ed over Calais and dilched
in the chonnel, close enough for the crew to
tell ime by a clock in the steeple in Calais.
The Germaons continued to hurl shells ot them
as they flogted in their rubber boats.

They were in the midst of a Nozi mine
field, and every now and then they would
float dangerously close to a mine. They finally
were picked up by a British motor torpedo
boat which threaded its way through the mine
field and drew an increased storm of fire from
the Caolais Germans.

The trip sleng the coastline before the
ditching was o nightmare iiseli. The No. 3
engine, which was the first to go bad, had a
windmilling prop, which coused serious vibra-
tione in the plane. No. 4 was hit by flak and
cul out, and just before ditching the domaged
No. 2 and No. 4 engines both burst into flame.

Lt. Harlow is the son of Mr. and Mra.
Emest Harlow of Jay, Maine. He operated his
own radio shop in Jay belore entering the AAF
in December, 1342, in Poriland. He was a
graduate from Jay High School in 1942

He is @ member of the 388th Bomb Group.
a unit of the Third Bombardment Division, cited
by the President for its shuttle mission lo Africa
when Messerschmitt aircraft plants at Regens-
burg were bombed. :

An Americon bomber evew whoe riaked
their lives to bring their flaming plane to a
belly londing in a ploughed fiold, were en-

dangered all over again when they had fo run
back to the wreck to save the lives of English
children who had gathered close by.

Tha Eighth Air Force B-17 Flying Foriress
"Blind Date,” was flying fully loaded with fuel
and bombs when fire developed in the No. 1
engine. The crew stayed with the plane until
the pilel, 2nd Lt. Harold E. Reach, 25, of Linton,
Indiana, picked an open place and belly
landed.

All crew members emerged from the wreck
under their own power.

"I sent the boys oul to warn the civilians
to get away,” soid L. Resch. "Sconer or later
those bombs were going up. The nearest house
was 200 yards away.”

"MNobedy knows where the children come
from, but just when the fliers were sure they
had done their work well, the cry went up
thatl there were kids near the plane.

“Boy!” said li. Resch, "l didn't like the
idea of going back.” Bul he went back, he and
the two men of his crew who were with him
al the time, 2nd Lt. James M. Fraser of Webber-
ville, Michigan, the co-pilot, and Sqt. Herbert
. Jocobs of Miomi Beach. They ran back to
the burning lead of THT and corraled the
youngsters. Then MPe arrived and took ower.

When the explosion come nobody was
hurt and doamage 1o nearby houses was slight.

That would have been Lt Resch's second
mission, "They broke us in righl” he eald.
Firal mission—Berlin. Second mission—this.”

Lt. Resch is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Waller
H. Rezch of 149 NW 1 Street, Linton, and his
wile is Mrs. Annie K. Resch of the same ad-
dress, He worked with the [linels Central HR
before entering the AAF in January, 1941.

Forced fo bail out of their crippled bomber,
1zt Lt. Ronald C. McGrath and his craw all
landed safely in England, following a colli-
gion in the air. Their plane, a B-17 Flying
Foriress of the Eighth Air Force went down in
the North Sea. Li. McGrath who is 27 and
comes from Cathlamet, Washington., was the
last to leave hiz agircraft before it headed out
o Se,

With the invasion in its lourteenth day,
heavy bombers were atiacking a synthetic oil
plant at Madgeburg, Germany. Lt McGrath
was flying in a large formation thalt was ap-
proaching the French Coast, at 18,000 feel. A
plane above him suddenly got oul of confrol.

"He got caught in the prop wash of the
lead ship,” Lt McCrath explained. “ond it
sel him right on tep of us.”

The gionl plones collided, seporated ond
collided again, as the two pilots lought to
save their craft. As luck would hove it, the
plane on fop was least domaged, later reach-
ing ila home field and landed salely. Lt Me-
Grath’s plane was critically domoged, its tail
gurfaces being crushed and the entire tail o2-
most severed.



‘“We fell from 18,000 feet to 11,000 fest
belore we got her under control.” he said.
"It wos a two-man job o hold the nose up, the
co-pilot and [ pulling together on the wheael
We jettisoned the bombs and prepored to bail
out,™

In a ticklish spot was tail gunner Sgi.
Charles L. Newion, 20, af Wosadstoek, Vermaoni,
who found the tail compartment cut off from
the rest of the ship by the crushed fuselage.
Walst gunners succeeded in pulling him
through the norrow opening thot remained.
into the main part of the plane. T/Sqt. Sidney
Golden, 25, Crzone Park, M. Y., who was
flying as a pholegrapher, took spectacular
shots of the collision and of the injurles to his

lone, but was forced 1o jetison his comera

and all his piciures as the crew threw over-
board all movable ohjecis—guns, ammunition,
armor—in the effort 1o lighten ship. Finding
the plane flyable, Li. McGrath and his co-pilot,
Ind Lieutenont William J. DeWitt, Jr.. of Au-
burm, New York, headed for England, flying
acbove dense clouds,

"We called Alr-Sea Hescus, which gave
us headings to the nearest point of lond,” LL
MeGrath  explaine. Air-Sea Rescue kept o
constant “Fix” on them, keeping them informed
how for they had to go. When the radic bear-
ings showed that the plone was over land
the order was given for the crew to bail out,
all except the pilot and the co-pilot. Except
for two men who suffered minor injuries on
landing, the poraochute descents were made
without difficulty.

Lis. McGrath and DeWitt then maode a 1BO
degres turn, heading the bomber back io seq.
Agoin Air-Sea Rescue notifled them when to
jump. When they were clear of the plana it
was diving at 1B0 miles an hour in spite of
efforts to hold it level.

Three members of o crew from Lt Cal
Chester C. Cox's 388th Bamb Group, who were
forced to bail out of their blozing Fortress,
walked five miles through the Nazi lines to
reach on American Seventh Army unit, and
brought with them o couple of S5 German
priscners lo show them the way.

They were 5/5gt. Micholas [. Peters, 24,
of Wyandette, Mich., ball turret gunner; S/Sqt.
Clarence W. Gieck, Jr.. 19, of Long Beach,
Calil., tail gunner, and 2nd Li. Herberi L. Drum-
heller, 25. of Pottstown, Pa., the co-pilo.

With two engines out and a wing on fire,
the crew bailed out over the Nazi lines. Three
are believed to be prisoners of war, the other
Bix escaped.

Peters, Gieck, and Drumheller landed an
a little ridge together. While they paused to get
their bearings, U. 5. anillery laid down a bar-
rage o pin the Jerries down and two ligizon
planes flew over and buzzed them to point the
way io the 1.5, lines.

The three started walking, when they

were hailed from a thicket by two German 35
men, who had been there hiding for three
days without water. They had had enough
and wanted to surrender. Sgt. Peters, who
speaks German. got their story and persuaded
them to go along.

The five men then walked four more miles
through the Nozl lines, once passing by o Nazi
stafi car with two German soldiers sionding by.

“If wa hadn't had those two 55 prisoners,”
gaid Peters, “it would haove been too bad. But
1 guees they cll thought we were (heir prison-
ers.”

Escape from a Flying Fortress that ex-
Floded in mid-air over the fighting lines at the
ronch-German  border brought four Eighth
Alr Force fliers back to their base to lell an
unusual story of devotion to duty that cost their
pilot and co-pilot their lives. -

One of the Fort's engines stopped func-
tioning before the plane reached iis target, a
marshalling yard near Saarbruchen. Although
they might have dropped out of formation and
made for home, the pilot and co-pilot electad
1o go on for the bomb run.

However, the heavy bomb load was oo
much for the remaining three engines, and a
cylinder head blew on one setting it afire. In
less than o minule the bomber was blown
aparl, wings vanishing in debris, the fuselage
cracking into three sections.

The pilot and co-pilot were killed, but the
other seven crewmen ‘chuted to salety in
French territory. Three, the novigator, lop fur-
ret gunner waist gunner, were hit by fly-
ing debris ond are now in gn Allied military
hospital in Luxembourg. The others are in

land,

st Lt. Daniel F. Gilmore, of Luling, Texas,
the bembardier. landed 3 miles from the Ger-
man lines. He hod been blown out of the
plane’s nose just as he was picking up his
parachute. He said he fell unconscicus for
10,000 feel, came to, snapped on the parachute
hooks, and cpened it. During his entire fall,
befare he secovered consclousness, he had
gripped the chute firmly.

he tail gunner, S/5gt. Michael . Kuzal,
of Ironwood, Mich.. wen! spinning in the de-
toched section. While he was still inside his
parachute opened, 5o he caught up the hillow-
ing =ilk in his arms and jumped clear.

T/8gt. Arthur E. Weiss, of Chicago. Il
radlo operator, was knocked flat on the floor,
crawled to the edge of what remained of his
saction of the fuseloge, and rolled off into
Space.
The ball turrel gunner, 5/5gl. Samuel M.
Lengline, of Marquette. Mich., in his furrel
when the plane exploded, picked up his ‘chute
less than a foot from the broken ledge, and
climbed out while his section of the bomber
was falling earthwaord.

The waist gunner was blown through the




side of the fuselage and didn’t remember open-
ing his parachute; the navigator lollowed the
bombardier out the hole in the nose, and the
lop turrel gunner got out the escape halch
just at the time of the explosion.

With his pilet wounded and the cockpi
in flames, Colonel William B, David. 31, of
Calhoun, Georgia, nursed his Flying Fortress
out of an 11.000 foot dive to fly it 500 miles
to a safe landing in England. Nine of the crew,
including the Colonel, were treated for injuries.
The enemy is missing four fighter planes.

Colonel David, Commander of an Eighih
AAF heavy bombardment Group was in the co-
pi]m'kgal-ﬂct. The bombers had finished blast-
ing a Lrerman airfield near Bordequx and were
headed home over the Bay of Biscay. The
Colonel's ship, the Fortress "Big Red,” which
hod started out as Group Leader, was now in
tail-end-Charlie position—last plane in the last
Equ::lmn. Enemy fighters made o furicus at-
tack.

Colonel David remembers seeing a Ger-
man fighter peel off to the right, and he saw
gasoline Eﬁullnq from a right wing tank. The
Fortress had been hit by 20 mm. shells. At
almost the same instant bullets slashed inlo
the cockpit from a dead-on atiack, ene of them
wounding the pllot in the leg, others drilling
the hydraulic system and an oxygen tank.
Colanel David found himself in a sea of flames
that burned his hair, his face and hands, and
shrivelled his flying jocket. For some seconds
the ship flew wild.

Then the Colonel put the plane in a dive.

"My first thought was o get down 1o the
weter,” he recalled, "We weare too lar off shaore
to have any chonce |f we bailed out”

While the ship plunged from 21,000 fest
to 10,000, the fire burned itself out. Carefully.
his eyes peeled for enemy fighters;, Colonel
David pulled the big bomber cut of ils dive.
The wings stayed on, the ship flew level and
the leaking gas tank did not explode.

"My plan. then. was o head straight out
to e and make g run flor L the Colansl ex-
plains:

Enemy fighters returned io the atiack,
firing their iracers at the f{lood of gas from
the bomber’s wing. Alone in the cockpit, Calo-
nel Daovid flew evasive oction. In o twenty-
minute baitle, his qunners knocked down four
of the German planes and drove off the rest.
The Fortress’ wounded engineer, T/Sgi. John
. Themas, 29, of Gloversville, New York, suc-
ceeded In transferring gos out of the dam-
aoged fonk, ond the torrent stopped. "Big Red™
headed home.

In the end, it was Colonel David in the
pilot’s seal ond bombardier Captain George
Bartuska, 23, of 1212 E. Donald Street, South
Bend, Indiana, in the co-pilot's place, who
brought the ship 1o a safe landing at the homs
field. They had flown far out o sea to avoid
the Brest Peninsula.

This was the sixteenth time that Colonel
David has led his Group in attacks on German
facierles and installations, and the third time
for a Bordeaux target. He holde the Air Medal
with two Oak Leal Clusters and the Distin-
guished Flying Cross and—now the Purple
Heart.

On December 5th, Staff Sergeant Donald Van Gundy, of Spokane,
Washington, completed his 25th mission, the first man to conclude his tour of
operalions in this Group. S-gi.ﬂ'lfqn Gundy has won the Alr Medal with three

Dak Leat Clusters and the

tinguished Flying Cross. He had participated in

such fomous missions as those ogainst Stutigart, Honover, LaPallice. and
Regensburg. Regensburg was the high light of the shuitle flight to Africa.

Yan Gund

iz officially credifed with cne enemy fighter plane.
To the gir crews, Van Gundy’s achievement gave

[ that there was

a good chance that other fliers would "live to lell the fale” To the ground
crews It became o source of pride that they might now consider the Group
and themselves as veterans in the ETO, participants of much destruction
delivered to the German war machine—and the spirits of everyone on the

base went up. They

fell o share of Van Gundy’'s success. A score of other

Combal men had egqualled YVan Gundy's record before the end of 1943




It may be that he is the only man who hos fallen out of a Flying
Fortress without the benefit of parachute, and lived. He is Staff Scrgeant James
Frederick Jones, 21, of 1213 Greenmoun! Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland, tail
qunner of the Flying Fortress "Gremlin Gus.” and he nol mﬂ{IH“ . but was
around, amiling and unmarked, three days after the accident. He had suffered
a slightly spraoined leg.

Jones” Foriress (he was not riding in Gremlin Gus thal day ) was 1e-
turning from Bordeaux. one of the longest American missions. They were
over England, bul lost in dorkness and fog. It is mow known thatl the alt-
meters were some 1000 feet in error, due 1o o storm center.

“There were searchlights flashing the base,” says 5/8gl. Jones, but
the lights were in valleys. Wa thought we had altitude.”

The ship struck the top of a hill. At the first impact Jones was thrown
ogainst his escape door and it came open. The ship balloned inta the air then
staried down. Jones wenl out the door.

“I didn't know what the hell had hoppened.” says Jones. 1 grabbed
the rip cord with both hands and pulled.”

His chule was beqginning to string out behind him when he struck the
ground on his left side. It is now known that he rolled a hundred yards,
winding the chute around him as he weni.

"When I woke up | saw a red flare,” says Jones. The red flore was
fired by another survivor who was at the wreckage of the ship, which had
coma o rest three miles from where Jones lay. The first flare was fired two
hours after the crash.

Although he had been unconscious two hours, Jones had fo be treated
only for a slightly sprained lag.

] o)

JAMES FREDERIC JONES



FERSFIELD ACTIVITY

In June. 1944, strange things were going
on around Station 136. Certain persannel would
be gone for several days with no opparent
axcuse. ‘When gsked wheee they had been they
would answer, “Fersfield.” The motor poal was
getting continual requests lor transportation o
Fersfield ond then find that the trucks and
cars would not ba back for a few days. Then
a request went out for volunleer pilotz and co-
pilote. There was no explanation as 1o whaot
they wanted the pilots to do except thal the
work was quile dangerous. The strange thing
about that was that almest ta a man everyone
volunteered. Certain men were axempt because
of their duties or responsiblities at Knettishall,
but still there were many more volunteers than
were needed. so a list was made up putling
all available volunteers in on order to be
called lailer.

It was not too long before everyone kneow
thot zomething was going on ot the Fersfield
Base just nine miles away. Two or three crews
complete were Iramsferred fo Fersfield, and
such transfer was mode orally as no paper
was kept on men going to the sattilite field.
By the end of 30 days a complete squadron
had left Knettishal. And still the Group was re-
quired to put full formations in the oir againat
the Germans. Everyone thus had their work
doubled up because of the shorlage of men,
In addition several planes were senl over or
were held available for use by Fersfield.

Not too much was ever told of the activity
at Fersfield, but that was the proving ground
for the robel planes or the Raodic Controlled
planes. The project was lo {ly pilotless planes
o the enemy fargets guided by crews in
Mother planes flying over the Baby planes. The
Baby planes were stripped down War Weary

B-17s loaded to the maximum with high ex-
plosives, Thoe reason for the wolunieer pilois
was to take the Baby planes off the ground,
esiablish contoct with the Mother plane, and
when all was ready bail out as the plane
neared the English coacst en the way to Ger
man installitions.

=everal missions were [lown by the Baby
planes which were made to fly into the targel
and’ explede upon conloel. Missions were to
Germany, Heligoland, Bordeou, France, and
to the Calals area on the wesi coast of France,
The main obstacle which had to be reckoned
with was the weather. As a resull of the poor
weather conditions only o few missions were
considered successful as lo bombing; however;
that was all experimental work ond the
knowladge gained from running the missions
and from flying the praclice missions was tre-
mendaous,

It has been learned thal many of the men
who were at Fersfield were also used in the
Crosaroads operafions of Bikini Atoll in the
summer of 1946,

Pictures of the octivilies ot Fersfield are
upavallable becouse of its secrecy, but it is
only proper that i1 should be noted that men
of Enetlishall had such a definite part in the
development of radio contralled airplanes.

The Fersfield Base was used until the
lirst of January, 1945, when all personnel there
was moved back 1o KEnellishall becouse of the
need for the base there by the Brilish. After
returning fo: Eneltishall, two additional mis-
sions were run. Bolth were mun ol o fime when
regular operational missions were o effect,
and the confusion of running iwo missions
(one with such exiremely high explosives)
was handled well with the two projects work:
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drive upon the Germans in the
early part of 1945, the weather,
and the distance and scarcity

of suitable fargets. the project

woas halled a= lor as work In
England was concerned. Cer-
lain special personnel were
tremeferred back to the Stales
to continue their work, and ail
octher personnel were back ot
their jobs at Kneitishall. And
once more the 3JBBth Bamb
Group was able to put up full
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formations  against the Ger-
mans withoul the increased
ameunt of work caused by
short-handedness.

The following news item ap-
peared in the Sioux City Jour-
nal en Oet 12, 18435, just after
many of the Group personnel
had been at Sioux Falls, 5. D.
where the Group was broken
up.
Another chapter in the his-
tory of the 388th Bomb Group
(H) ond units at Enettishall,

England,
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GRID BOMBING—THE ZETTEK WAY

Grid bombing is any means used to bamb
an ohscured larget whose position is reloted
to check points observed during the bomb run.

Caplain Charles M. Zellek of San Leandra,
Calif., is the 23-yearold bombardier of the
J8Bth Group who perfected a practicable tech-
nique of the hitheric neglected grid bombing.

A member of an original crew to train
with the 562nd Bombardmen! Squadron in the
States, he came overseas with the Groun and
gerved as Squadron Bombing Officer. Eleven
months passed belore he completed his tour
of operations—one of the few original crews
which survived the vicious Luftwaile attacks
of 1943, —because his was a 388th lead crew
for only every fourth visual-bombing, deep-
penetration attock againat the enemy. And so
it happened that Caplain Zetiek was the bom-
bardier eccaslonclly leading the Eighth Air
Force heavy bombers, as well as the 45th
Combat Wing., He was Group Lead Bombar-
dier on such ouistending missions as Gydinia,
Magdeburg, Metz, Oumnabruck, Regensburg,
and a number of Noball mizsions. In August,
1344, although he already completed his ope-
rational tour, Caplain Zeflek volunteered io
participate in the first shuttle mission to Rus-
gia. Flying in the lead aircraft of the Eighth
Air Force bombers, he shacked the oil re-
fingéry at Ruhlond, Germany, enroute.

Zotteck’s bombing record lops that of any
other in the 388th Group, and i.EP;I'BbI]hIT one
of the best in the Eighth Air Force, having 15
"bulls-eyes” out of 27 tries. His remarkable
theoretical knowledge of bombing technique.
which iz made effeclive by his coolness under
combat condifions, = highly rated by 38Bth
&-% and 3-3 officers. These same gualities large-
ly eecount for the citations awarded to him by
higher headquarters, After serving for 1B
months in England he was relumed, in Novem-
ber to the Zone of Interior, wearing the Air
Medal with three Oak Leal Clusters. and the
Distinguished Flying Cross with two Oak Leaf
Clusters. Moreover, he was recommended for
recelving the Silver Star for his achievement
as lead bembardier of the Russion shuitle mis-
sion, but the recommendation was disapproved
by higher headgquarters.

His interest in technical skills may be
traced back 1o his civilian record. Charles
Zefteck had attended Polytech Engineering
College and a two-year course in architecture
at the University of California belore entering
the AAF in March. 1942

The problem which mokes grid bombing
desirable first confronted Capiain Zetteck on
the Gydnia, Polond, mission of October 9,
1943, The 3E8th 5-2 repart on thal mission reads,
in i “The brieled course, across Denmark.
and across the Baltic, skirting the scuthern Up
of Bornhorn o the northeas! coasl of Germany,
was followed to the IP, Crossing the Danish
coast the lead ( Zeltek ) bombardier's ship was
hit by flak, and again when crossing the Ger-
man coasl, In the later case some of the AFCE
woe damaged, so L1. Wilson {lew the ship on
its bomb run manually. By the time our group
was making its bomb run the Germans had
already laid down & very effective =moke
screen over the port area of Gydnia, com-
pletely contealing the area in which our as-
signed target, the cruiser Nurnberg, was su
posed to IJE lying. Eunauquanl]}'.elrl?a lead shfph
held its bombs and proceeded 1o make a wide
circle to the righl, out into the Bay of Danzig.
out in fronl of the 96th, and came back on a
second run on a heading of 270 degrees.

"On this approach thers wos really buf
one hole in the amoke screen. In the center of
that hole was located a large ship berthed
along the north side of the French wharl The
lead bombardier synchronized on this ship.—
and the bombardiers positively report two and
possibly three direct hits on the ship, with a
pattern anu&]npﬂn‘? the torgel well, In addi
tion, the bomba did considerable damage to ...

"British Bomber Command reporis that a
ghntu shows our targel to have been the liner

tuttgart {14.000 tonms). It was well on fire
and being lowed away from the French whart.”

Such experiences as that one impressed
Zeltek, o first lieutenan! ot the fime. with the
need for o method of bombing that would
neutralize the growing proctise of the Germans
lo provide effective smoke screens over their
important military insiellations. A similar
bombing problem is foced by bombardiers
when their lormations have been proceeded by
other groups whose bomb bursts clso screen
a targed.

With his tour completed Capiain Zettek
remained with the group to act as squadron
bombardier instructor. Thi= post gove him
opportunity during the summer and fall of ‘44
o study the problem of bombing obscured tar-
gets ond fo experiment with methods for ita
solulion.



CHARLES M. ZETTEK

Like oll bombardiers of the Eighth Air
Force he was already acquainted with the plex-
iglass grid scale devised by RAF which the
various bomb groups hod considered—and
filed away. The proposed use of the scale was
limited to difficulties encountered when partial
cloud cover obscured the larget area. allow-
ing, however, enough visibility for o bombar-
dier to pick up a recognized check point in the
clear. The bombardier was to synchronize on
this identified point and delay his bomb re-
lease “a grid distance” from that point to the
ossigned larget,

But the instructions that cccompanied the
grid scales merely pointed out the desired ro-

E]HEIE without explaining exactly how to achieve
them.

Came the day when an air raid alert was
a German Command signal for the use of
smoke pols al numerous target areas which
lay within the likely course of the American
bombers. Still there was no SOP methad de-
vised lo combat the growing problem for the
bombardier.

Captain Zettek experimented with all the
original grid H-f‘lem-'a. and abondoned them all
except the R.AF. Ground Speed-Second De-
lay Grid, after finding that the human and

mechanical errors of other systems could not
be satisfactorily overcome regardless of efforl
given to their perfection.

The plexiglass grid is marked with hori-
zentally and wvertically charted lines. On the
margin of the grid and parallel 1o the hori-
zontal lines is a chart that indicates the sec-
onds that bomb release is o be delayed in re-
lation 1o speed and distance invelved in the

TUum,

When use of the grid scale has been de-
cided upon, in last minute preference to visual
bombing, it is fasiened by a pin or tack to o
map of the target. The grid is then rotated
io allow the central vertical line to cverlap the
check poinls leading to the target. The hori-
zonial lines are scaled lo measure miles on a
map scaled one inch per 1,000 feet.

The grid scale is now positioned for the
bomb run. The bomb sight is synchronized on
the IP which is in line with the target and the
preceeding check points. If, for example, the
grid scale indicates o distance of tem miles
from the TP to the torgel. and if the ground
aﬁ:ﬂd of the aircraft s 200 miles per hour, the
chart on the margin of the grid scale specifies
that relecse of the bombs be delayed 34 sec-
onds after synchronizing on the IP. Toggle
the bombs 34 seconds %EH.BI and the target
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ZETTEEK -
will be hit—provided the aircraft has been

kept on course.

This system of “second-delay” grid bomb.
ing involves two basic problems—Course and
Rate. These problems can be solved by dili-
gent practice and constan! study of targets and
of the grid bombing technique.

Captain Zettek, consequently. established
this technique: The course iz killed on o series
of pre-briefed check points from the IF 1o the
target. Using the wvertical hair on the sight as
a frack indicglor, the rate iz decided upon
after reading the longent from the sight and
gelting an aocurate ground speed from tables
en hand. With the course killed the bambardier
makes a final synchronization on a point in the
clear and leis his indices cross, completing his

it in the bomb run. (It iz glso poszajble for

im to synchronize on a check point in the
clear beyond the forgef, in which case a given
number of seconds is8 subiracted f[rom the
bomb run 1o that check point, for release of
the bombs.’)

The navigolor who hos been standing by
with a stop watch waits the given number of
seconds, and releases the bambs. I during this
last hitch of the bomb run, however, the bhom-
bardier identifies the target area, he may sig-
nal the navigator 1o cancel the grid bombing
in favor of viseal bombing.

Caplain Zettek wos made bombing in-
structor in the lead crew sgquodron when the
Sbind Bomb Squadron was organized as such
in September. He was now in a position o
bring his sfudies fo light. A guiet, good-natur-
ed person, he suddenly turned salesman, con-
vincing the g'mugccnmmuud, 52 and 53 of
ficers that grid bombing could be mode an
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effective means to overcome the enemy’s use
of smoke Eata and the handicap of small
clouds or haoze over the targel. He wrole a
thesis on grid bombing which came to the al-
tention of General Porfridge, Commanding
General of Third Bombardment Division, who
visited Zettek, heard him lecture on the sub-
ject, saw it demonsirated in a proctice mis-
sion.

Grid bombing iz now on established part
of the training program for lead bombardiers
and navigalcrs, 52 officers instruct them in
map study to acquaint them with check points.
They hear two leciures on the theory of grid
bombing and then participate in two proclice
misslons. The first mission is a low level flight.
the second practice flight is Irom high altifude.
Success af If.'u: prociice bombing hos been con-
gigtent and complete. On the first try, most
crews scored hits within 150 feet of the MPI
{in the Wash .

Caplain Zeltek repeatedly emphasizes the
need for exact training and preparation. A
bombardier with advonced skill is required to
make grid bombing essenticl, capable of kill-
ing the plane’s course under adverse condi-
tions, skilled in picking out check points. With
these requirements fulfilled the final essential
to- success iz perfect timing,—ground speed
must be estimated exactly. Error can be aveid-
ed when the bombardier finds his role by
exaoct ose of longent reading to get more
ground speed. The novigator must be trained
in leam work with the bembardier and hove
a thorough understanding of the grid's use.

52 plays an essenlial part in the use of
Grid Bormbing. 52 officers must selecl ade-
gquate check points along a straight line of



course bo the target, ond musi brief the lead
team accordingly. In arder to allow ample
time to comect course and -drift of the air-
crall, a ]njltl‘.]&r bamb run is :'qu,.l.ir-al:] for l':ir'll:l
bombing than for visual bombing.

A fan-out approximately three minutes be-
fore the IP musi be executed =0 the high and
low squodrons of each group may cross over
the IP on course.

Firsi operational use of grid bombing by
ihe JBBth occcurred an 7 Oelaber 1944 whan (is
formaticn  encountered o smoke screen al
Bohlen. 52 hod provided adequate check

EgLntl; for the use of the grid, and lead bom-
rdiers knew how to use it. Results: The
bemb pattern fell about a mile and a half be-
yond the larget although in direct line with
the farget and the heading of the aircrait
When Zettek heard the news he was terribly
disappointed, especially when he leamned that
a substitute navigator had toggled the bombs
at the wrong second because he hod never
been checked-oul on the use of the stop waich
with grid bombing. But the 388th has great
faith in the Zettek way and anficipates bomb-
ing results that will neutralize the enemy's
efforis 1o hide from the AAF's aeric] onslaughi.

Captgin Don Ong is one of the few to receive a special story in this

publication, but he set a record that was unequalled in our group and prob-
ably in any other group in the European Theater of operctions, Don joined
the Group in the middle of 1944 and at the time of the "D Day missions had
not yet finished his training for combat, However, in the next 74 days Don

DON ONG

flew 30 missions withoutl lurning back once. Upon the completion of that
first lour he was sent to the Zone of Interior for thirty days R. and R.

On his return to the Group Don was made a Lead pilot and given a new
laad crew. Then, with complete disregard for targets, weather and other
nerve-racking obstacles he proceeded to fly 20 more missions in less than
three months. And he did that withoul oence having o turn baock from a
formation. In 1944. Don's first mission was to Berlin. In 1945, Don's last mis-
sion—No. 50—was to Berlin, Fifty Missions with no abortions in EBurcpean
Theater Heavy Bombardment Flying is indeed a record to be proud of.



The 388th Bomb Group took part in three operations in suppert of the
Maoquis in southern France. Each lime the "Bomb Lood” consisted of metal
containers filled with supplies for fighting the Germans. On one especially
interesting mission, Marine personnel were lerried to southern France where
they bailed out of the B-1Ts from an altitude of 400 feet. Each of the eight men
jumped from the rear escape haoiches as the cannisters were released.

Major Ortiz, who was to acl as orgaonizer of the French in thal section
rode in the lead plane and was the first 1o jump. He was a man of French
parentage and had grown up in Pennsylvanio. He had been in the French
legion and, at one time during Weorld War I, had been coplured by the
Germans while fighting with the French. He had escaped In a hair rising
manner and joined the American Marines. Major Orliz was truly a scldier
of fortune, and won the hearts of Enettishall men. Prior fo his mission to
France in our plane he made a practice jump over the landing field one after-
noon {o test his equipment. The jump had been cnnounced by tannoy and
many waltched as he leaped from the plane.

Chaffin  Maj. Ortix Boozer Olsen Trauth
Marine Corpse’) { Inf.)
Tust after Oritz made practice jump over field




LEAD SQUADRON
Movembar 1944

Az directed by Third Division Heodguar-
ters the J88th Bomb Group has recrganized one
of iis four bomb squadrons—the 562Znd Sq.—
tor the purpose of improving the training pro-
gram and general efficiency of all lead crews
of the bomb group.

Heretofore, the lead crews of each squad-
ron received training under direction and sup-
ervision of Group Operations Office. Now all
personnel of lead crews live in the same area
and follow o training program that is planned
by the 56ind training officer. These officers
and men receive as much special consider-
ation o= s practicable; are given passes as
frequently. as ible. In short, not only is
their training highly specialized ond their air-
cralt the best on the field, every elfornt is made
1o keep their morale at a high peak.

Combal officers, radia operaiors and engi-

neers attend several classes wach day, hours of
specialized studies according to their respec-
tive aircraft pesitions, ond put in more hours
of practice llying than to reqular crews.

Ajlr echelon of the 562nd include 15 lead
crews, three non-lead crows thal are aboul o
complete their tour, and Iwo new crews com-
pleting the intensive training requisite to their
new responsibilities,

Combal personnel for the 56Znd ore in-
dividually selected. If a navigalor gives a
high stondard of performance In combat or
octherwise indicates his exceplional capakbility,
he is transferred, Individuaily to the S62nd Sq.
ond receives speciglized training before being
again dm:l.umﬁeupumlinmt. for he must be-
come an expert in the use of PFF and mickey
equipment a8 well as the more common navi-
gational proceedures,

COMMAND FPILOTS

Each combat mission had one command
pilot who was responsible for the entire forma-
tion, and in many cases of the Air Force, The
Division. or the Wing. In addition there were
deputy command pilols in the lormation lead-
ing the squadrons. Only the Commanding Of-
licer or his Deputy was permitted to lead the
Alr Force or the Division, and an officer had
Iz be a Major before he was ollowed to lead
the Wing.

These Command Pilols were responsible
tor their specific lormations and were required
to make the decisions after the planes were
agirbarne. It wos neceseary 1o irain men for
those responsible jobs, and in almost all cases
in the Group the Command pilots were former
firat pilols of combat crews.

The 388th Bomb Group was exceplionally
foriunate in its selection ol command pilots,
and this was shown in the good record of com-
bat flying. The group was also fortunate in
that a relatively few Command Pilots were lost
in action. A total of only seven Commaond
pilots were listed as missing in action.

The following list shows all oificers who
were ai one time or another a command pilot.
The tolal number of missions is the lotal {lown
with the Greup, and does not Indicate just
how many were flown as Command Pilot. Most
of the oificers who have over thirty missions
and some others flew thelr second four as
Command Pilots, Many with only a few mis-
sions were either late in joining the group or
ware lronsferred oul ot an early date.

Col. Willlam B. David 25 Maj, Jason Campbell 27 Capt. Bution 17
Col. Chester C. Cox 25 Maj. B. C. Reed 5 Capt. Granucci 20
Lt Col. Andrew A. Chaifin 29 Capt. Davis 30 Capt. Samson al
Lt. Col. Robt. Sattarwhite 16 Capt. Bragg 29 Capt. Gaspard 17
Lt. Col. William Chamberlin 17 Capt. Hilton 30 Caopt. Pleifier 20
Li. Col. Francis Henggeler 27 Capt. Wilcox 12 Capt. Olsen 12
Lt. Col. Roy W. Forrest 26 Capl. Cockerill 41 Capt. Holl 25
L1 Col. Gilbert E. Goodman 33 Capt. Gunn 45 Capt. H. Beatty 46
Lt. Col. Hex W. Beach 22 Capl. Bohne 3 Capt. Teal ZB
Lt. Col. James Pierce 17 Capt. Maring 20 Caopt. Thompson a5
Lt. Col. Byron E. Hall 11 Capt. Taylor 2 Capt. C. Beaity 25
Maj. Ben E, Terry 30 Capt. McClung & Capt. Harker 7
Maj. Leo G. Burkett 30 Capt. Polond 39 Capt. Godby 9
Maj. Richard E. Bynum 25 Capt. Hayden 50 Capt Wickman 2zl
Maj. Ivan E. Willson 41 Capt. Keck 50 Capt. Davidson 7
Maj. Royce G. Trauth 21 Capt, Houghion 35 Capl. Humphries B
Maj. Frank Heas 28 Capt. Rye 30 Capt. Job &
Maj. Thomas Dennis 40 Capl. Caffes 50 1st Lt Casper B
Maj. William Harrell 6 Capt. Littlejohn 33 181 Lt Yenerich

Maj. William Atkinson 15 Capt. Oswald 3s




A FEW OF THE GROUP LEAD PILOTS . . .

Jarrendt—an original Group member

Melion

Wisehart—an original Lead Pilot



Monigomery—after returning from Sweden

Ingelbritzen




Crouther

Cooke Penlon



Harker

Zengerle




Litlajohn Johnson

Andrecheck Rogers
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SPECIAL EVENTS

LT. COL. DAVID TAKES OVER COMMAND AT ENETTISHALL

The American Flog goes up

Reviewing the departing Englishmen

First parade af Enettizshall




CHRISTMAS PARTIES FOR ENGLISH CHILDREN, 1943 and 1944

The MN.C.O. Rocker Club
gave o Christmas Party to 120
English children {rom nearby
communibies, Two-hundred and
ten were the guests of enlisted
men of the Red Cross Aero
Club on the lollowing day, 22
December. Ancther 200 chil-
dren were enteriained al a
third Xmas parly which was
sponsored by the officers al
their William B. David Club.
The 3530 young guesiz were
rounded up by Miss Ann
Nagle, Director of the Aero

the otz who wery carefully
managed their over-flowing
]F]n::me’: of the precious stuff.
hey spilled far less than did
the coutioning school teachers
and G, ['s trying to guide them.

“"The difference between
the receplion given 1o movies
of Popeye the Sailor and of
Mickey Mouse, and the presen-
tation of gifts’ by Santa Claus
wae very noliceable. The first
brought forth peals ond
squeals of laughter, the gifts
a hushed expectancy.'”
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Cluby, assisted by Station Chap-
lrin Fulkerson who coording:

ted all the activities, Children
came from ten small school
heuses within a gix mile radius;
and 25 war orphans from Thet-
ford. Members of each of the
above clubs supplied gitls, re-
freshments, and planned the
aniertainment for their TERpEc-
live parties. To quota a P.R.O.
Telaase:

"Chocolale ice cream ond
cake, party dish non pareil in
America, wenl over big with




THE "GREMLINS™ ADQOPT A WAR ORPHAN

Each member of the "Gremlins” gove freely to adopl a War Orphan, and lor one doy
she roigned as the Queen of Knettishall.



A SPECIAL PARTY WAS ARRANGED

A special party was armanged when it was expeciled thal Captain Dick
would be recalled to the Siates. He lost his leit leq as a result of an aircrait
accident when he was relurning from an operational mission Seplember 1943,

Tha parly in honar of C-.'lplrl:i.:l. Dick wean e winid b'r' ]’winq Berlin o the US.
Hospital at Stounton. Berlin then ook Caoplain Dick and the officers from this
Station who shored the visit to witness the night's performance of "This Is
The Army"” at Brisicl, England.

Thia honor was upp:ﬂpric:lq’: b eume El:l:p'l- Dack, introduced @z swch 1o
the cudience that night, has been known as one of America’s oulsionding
young dancers, having appeared in the Broodway productions “Thumba Up,™
“Leave It To Me," "Keep Ol The Grass,"” "Higher and Higher,” "All In Fun."
and "On Your Toes."




HEADQUARTERS
AAT STATION 136

SUBJECT: Completion of 100 Missions.
TS ¢ All Personnel, Stalion 136,

I. On July 17, 1343 we performed our first mission ogainst the enemy. On April 26,
1344 a little more than nine months later we completed ocur 100th misston.

2. It is not necessary to enumercle the successes that have been ochiewved by this
organizalion. You are all aware of the brilliont record that has been made. This record has
been made by the foithful and whole-hearted efforts of all of you. | wish to express my
deep appreciation and grofinde to every officer ond enlisted man of Statien 136 for the
manner in which you performed your duties this pericd. 1 am proud to be one of you.

3. A celebration has been planned for May B, 1944, but due 1o anlicipated heavy oper-
ations, it has been necessary 1o cancel the proposed party. It is not fiiting to honor this oc-
coasbon in o mediocre fashion. We will lile this celabration untll a later date, a day when i1

will ba permissible 1o “toke the lid off” and go "all out” in a porty thot will long be
rememnbared.

4, Fn]lnwinq iz a commendation from Hn‘]m’ Goneral Le Mﬂf which 1 1oke el
pleasure in passing on o you.

a4 May 1844

WILLIAM B. DAVID
Colonel, Alr Corpa
Commanding

HEADQUARTERS 3D BOMBARDMENT DIVISION
AP0 553

29 April 1944
SUBIECT: Commendation

TO 1 Commanding Odficer, 38Bth Bombardment Group (H). AAF Siation 136, APO
258, U, 8 Army.

Il is my pleasure and privilege officiolly to commend the officers and men of the
488th Bombardment Group {IE} and all units serving therewith for their oulstanding achleve-
ment in successfully completing between 17 July 1943 and 26 April 1944 one hundred {100 )
heavy bombardment missions against the enemy. Carrying the wor home to Germany with
unrelenting fury despite the woild’s most concentrated anti-aircroft and fighter defenses our
bombers and crows are gradually, but inevitably, breaking the Moz will ond ability to fight

On 17 Tuly 1843, you Iried your unllud?qd wings in the roid on industrial bulldings ol
Amsterdam, followed immediately on 29 July 1943 by the destruciive bombing of the Arada
FW-190 factory at Warnemunde. On two imporiont mizsions to Regensburg, 17 August 1943
and 25 February 1944, the 388th's exceplionally good bombing on the first raid contributed
t2 the destruction of the ME-109 plant, then producing one third of Germany's fighter planes,
and on the second raid indlicted very sericus damage to the ME-190 4:|:r:l:ir six-enging Lroop
transport assembly plant. Striking for from home bases, on % Ocfober 1843 you wrought de-
struclion io the port insiallations and submarine repair facilities at Gdynia. Your bombing
wes gecurale al Schweinfurt en 14 Octobar 1943, w the largest ball becring works in
Eurcpe was blasted, and also on 16 November 1343 at Rjuken, Norwoy, when by experl
navigation you found the small, distant plant which maonufaoctured nitrogen and other chem-
icals {or the Germans. Over Berlin four limes in the first ten days of March 1944, you
ogain demonstraled most effective bombing on B Maorch 1944 with terrific damage fo the
vital Berlin/Wildau plant, a larget of opportunity, producing bolts, nuts and aircroft sub-
assemblies. The 3B8th Group locsed its bombers against the enemy 11 times during the first
26 days of April with devastating effect on some of Germany’s vital installations, including
the Achmer girdome on the Bth, the Marienehe air fleld and the Pozen aircralt com anl
factory on tha 8th, the RE-177 foctary at Rostock on the 1lth, the Messerschmidt plant at
Augsburg on the 13th, the important marshalling yord ot Homm on the 2Ind, the fighter
plants at Freldrichshalen on the 24th and installations in the Honover area on the I6th.

The success of the Group's bombing operations testilles indizputably to the meticulous
care with which its missions have been planned and executed and to the discipline, skill
and gallantry of its combat and ground perscnnel. Commended alike are the cfficers and
men now present for duty and those whose absence is keanly regretied. To you and fo them
are due eternal proise and gratitude for heroic cccomplishment in  baitles well fought.
worthy of the highest froditions of the Army of the United Stales

I om confident that you will bring odded honor to yourselves and your country in the
future great air engagements which must be fought 1o bring our common endeaver 1o o

victorious conclusion,
/5 Curlis E. Le May
St CURTIS E. LE MAY
Major General, U.5.A.
Commanding.
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THE WAR BOND DRIVE

Persennel of the 38Bth Bomb Group hove
always been sold on the idea that theirs is
and musi continue to be the BEST bomb aroup
ini the world. This pride in their wnit contributed
more to the success of the Eighth Alr Farce's
War Bond Drive af this station than did any
other molive,

Throughout August men al Station 136
were asking each other two questions: How
do our Bond sales compare with the other
Groups? How many Bonds have YOU bought?
No soconer was the suggestion made thal win
ners al poker and crap games hoard their win-
ILiI!lq’!- thon did ||"|-E':,l' |:]:|'|:1F| their Frl_',il.j_n_l_'l_ nobes on
the War Bond Officer’s lable for conversion

At inlervals a Vscone shest'” wog ]J'l.:]:l]JS'."‘.E-:l
to keep the men informed of the Drive's pro:
gress, and which urged them to make every
effort 1o keep the 3BBih at the lop. Sales wers
recorded on a Bondometer which was con-
siructad af the traffic center of the siation

Mony prizes were offered and were an
added incentive to the sales, but such incen-
tives as a case of whiskey, seven chonces to
win g T-day furlough, a 3-day pass lo each
man who purchased one or more 525 Bond.
These prizes would have been ineffective i
388th personnel had not the will to win top

honors of the Eighth Air Force,
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GLENN MILLER VISITS KNETTISHALL

On the 25th of August 1944, Major Glenn Miller entertained the 3,000 men of Station 136
with his organization of 50 men. The program included classics as well as popular dance
lunes, appreciation for which was measured by terrific applause and enthusiosm.

The pictures that follow show Glenn Miller with Knettishall personnel.




Sation Hospitality

Col. David, Col. Old, Major Miller,
Lt. Cal. Cox. Lt, Col. McLouchlin

With Lt. RHichard’s Air Crew and the Ground With Capt. Robbins, Station 136 Special OIfi-

Etileu\rlj;nfj the newly christened "Moonlight Ser. cer who arranged the entertainment.



200 MISSION PARTY

THE 388ik's DAY OF CELEBRATION

Colonel Williom B. David's heavy bomber
group arrived in the ETO just in time to par-
ticipate in the Eighth Air Force's greatly ex-
panded aerial offensive against Hitler's grip
on Europe and his threat of world domination.
The Group’s second combat operation wos on
the first day of the Americon-mode BLITZ
WEEE.

It was a properly auspicious beginning for
a group that was to make an outstanding
record in all its activities. Its bombing achieve-
menis have been nolable even when compared
to the notable record of the entire Eighth Air
Force. Bombing of Regensburg on the first lap
of the shuttle raid o Alrica en 17 August 1943,
won o Presidential Unit Citation.

Those were the days of furious, large
scale Lufiwafle opposition to the aerlal in-
vaders, and this group’s consequent losses in
men and aircrafl were tragic, even though ils
ﬂ-ﬂ]:EliDI formation-flylng saved Ut from the
still greater losses sustgined by other Ameri-
can bomb: groups.

The aircrafl maintenance record of the
388th hos been during mony months the best
in' the Third Bom ment Division. Such ac-
complishments have besn paralleled in all
other phases of activity; those in a position
to judge hawve marked the 388th for its record
adminisiration and lor its recreational facilities
and the resulting high meorale of Slation 136
persennel. The glﬂljc-:n itaglf hos been trans:
formed Irom a teni city, lacking in electrical
and technical facilities, into a well-equipped,
wellted community with attractive grounds
and concrele poved highways—the muddy
lanes have disappeared.

In April, 1944, the group completed its
100th bombing mission. Men and officers were
proud of this mile-stene which connoted their
maturity o8 a unit. They stuck out their chests
and said, “We are wvelerans! This is our big
moment. Let's celobrate!™

But their commanding officer sald-—Later.
We have no minute 1o waste if wa are 1o help
flatten German resistance io the coming in-
vasgion of Western Europe. He commended and
thanked his men for the fine spirit with which
they had done: their duty, Later, we will cela-
brate,—and in a Big Way.

Cn D-Day the 3B8th Bomb Gmt:_;p‘& Flying
Fortresses led the whole Eighth Air Force bom-
bardment of the invasion coast. Laler in June
the 3BBth led the first shuttle-bombing raiders
io Hussia,

On September 2nd it was announced that
the Station Unit that had subscribed the Er&;t—
a5t tionate support of the Eight ir
Fﬂﬂ'ﬂgmﬁr Bond Drive was Station 136, air
base for the 388th Bomb Group. Siation per-
sonnel, some 3,000 men, had purchased 233.-

435 dollars-walue of bonds during a S-week
period. This sum represented 2Z74% of the
quota assigned.

And in September this group celebrated
the climox of ils ballle participation in the war
against Hitler. Two hundred times flights ol
E-17s had lefi this airdrome to desiroy enemy
strongholds. The foctories, the enemy aircrafl,
the bridges ond railroads which the groups
bombs and guns has riddled and smashed, the
chootic effect of bumning crashing buildings
felled about the heads of the enemy, the Ger-
man troops killed,—the tolal effect of hundrads
of tons of bombs can be neither adequately
measured or imagined,—contributing faciors
to the downlall of German aggression.

The officers and men of the 388th’ know
only that they have given their hest, that they
have been fighting for the couse of freedom
and individual ocpportunity, over a period of
15 months—and stitll more fo go. The men have
never siopped lenging to return o civilian
activities in o world of peace, and are proud
to be contributing to that peace.

The Tenth day of Seplember was set aside
for their celebration of thoss contributions.
Colonel David had kept his word as his men
knew that he would. It was a day of days. It

* was a holidey (in spite of a mission which

returned from Nuremburg ot 1300 hours). It
was a Fair day. It wae a Party day. The parly
was a Lulu, a super-duper, a lohlapaloozer.
Everyone let his hair down, and some had
such long hair that they were blinded fes
hours.

Preparations for the party were thorough.
A group of enlisted men under the direction of
Technical Sergeant Charles Wright worked
like mad for four days 1o decorate Hangar
Number One and the Officers’ Club, scenes of
the evening's festivities, in ball-room 51&9-
And a detdil of twenty men in o single day
built innumercble open-gir flireplaces and
erected booths and a canvas-rooled platiorm
as o dining plase for the Brass Hats. The
“drive” which s so characteristic of the 3EBth
provided eiffective, exacting preparations for
the holiday in record time.

Membors of the committee for the 200
Mission Parly were; _
Major Donald €. Samuel—Parly Co-ordinator
Captain Robbins—Guests and Entertainers
Lt. Reilly—Publicity
Major Cox—Transporiation
Caplain Wade—Athletics
Captain Bahari—Food and Refreshments
Lt. Jomopoulos—Master of Ceremonies
15t Sgt. Scandie—Enlisted Men's Dance
Captain Gross—Officers’ Club Dance
T/5qt. Charles Wright—Decorations



The excitement began with the arrival in
near-by Thetford of a speciclly chartersd train
from London. With loughter and giggles 400
girls poured out of the train cars and then had

hilarious time scrambling inke the 20 GI
trucks Irom this Siaticn which had met the
train, It was one o'clock In the allerncon.
Throughout the aflernoon and evening girls
continued to amrive at the airdrome. All told.
the enlisied men had o thousand guests. Offi-
cers’ guests tobaled 4000

Scene of the afternoon program was the
Adhletle Fleld. In the Grondstand sat General
Doolitile, between his host Colonel David ond
the other honored guest, Generol Pariridge.
They and the crowd were following the pro-

ress of a firstrate baseball gome between
e Siation’s Knettishall Enockers and the Ca-
nadian All Sigrs. Sqt. Jim Hormon ol the home
team was \he only player to hll @ home ran,
The home teom were the winners. Those who
could not walch the play because of the crowd
listened to Captain Connover’s broodeast of ils
ress. His listeners were hundreds of Gls
and their guesis who weare :i1li.|:||:l| or I.Prqwl-ud.
like wvacotioners on the beach, at the ouler
fringes of the boseball diamond. Si6ll other
hundreds were roaming cboul the field, drifi-
ing from friend 1o frlend to exchange commenis
on the great doy.—or just on the lockoul o
start a new sorl of friendship with some folr
whsilar.

The large Athletic Field was olive wiih
color and movement, looking very much like
the County Fair Greunds en the busiesl and
gayesi of afterncons. When the baseball game
wias over, came the onnouncemeni thal re-
Ireshmenis —ancther word for Free Bear—wers
now af the disposal of all, and the crowd
l‘l.ll‘q&d 1o e ]:mg', ]l;mg' row of baor 'I-:gga,

Colonel David wanied his men to have
wall-rounded and spectacular provisions for
their entertainment. He was proud of them and
wanted 1o demonstrate his high regard for
them, Higher headquaorters had approved o
Stand-down for the fellowing day, making it
leasible for the men 1o sioy up os late as they
liked on Sunday night and 1o sleep as long o=
they liked on Monday morning. The Athletic
program of Sunday afterncen provided a great
diversity of sports and gomes. Beer in the after-
noon wos {ollowed h".l" a hboarbecus sUpper
which would please a gourmat or a gowrmend.
The menu consisted of potalo salad, lomatoes,
Pﬂﬂ'k. chicken, pi.-:‘l'.]&:, ice cream and cake, &
dance wos scheduled in the evening for the
EM in Hangar Number |, and o dance for the
officers al their club. A floor show was sngag-
ed to be staged at each of the dances.

That was not alll Famous speakers and
enlertainers ware asked lo highlight the party
al the close of the afternoen when they would
appear on: the outdoor platform. It wos a
thrilling tribute 1o the men ond thelr quesis to
be oddressed by Lisutenani General James
Doolittle, Commanding General of the Eighth
Air Fores, and h'!r 'I'T'H]D-I' General E, E. Parl-
ridge. Commanding General of 3rd Bombard-
ment Divislon, and by the usually reticent.

much cdmired Station Commander, Colonel
William B. Dawid.

An effort was also mode 1o secure Ameri-
can stage and screen celebrities who were
touring the ETO—Fred Astoire, Bing Crosby,
and Dinah Shore. Much to the disappointment
of Captain Robbins, Special Servicea Otficer.
these entertginers were all in France ot the
time. But he and Major Samuel, Party Co-or-
dinator, were not to be beaten by circum-
stonces. They sought a climox to the after-
noon program, And they found itl

ﬁmal David and Generdl Partridge had
already given their messages to the thousands
of olficers and men cnd their guests who
formed a great crowd pressed close 1o the
speaker's platiorm. The afterncon sun was
reaching the horizon. Attention had shifted
entirely o from iﬂ:ﬁrtﬂ and refreshments,
wos centered upon t platform. Suddenly
the sirens of two MP motorcycles were heard
approaching the Athletic Field. In o fit of ex-
citement the Master of Ceremonies emplored
the crowd to move bock, o make way for o
molor car that was bearing the great Field
Marshall, Sir Bernard Montgemery. 1o the plat-
form,

At this onnouncement the speciolors
stared with speechless amarement al one on-
other, ond the crowd, giving way o murmurs
and chattering, fell back, As the Field Marshall
mounied the platiorm his walk and his manner
suggesied that he was the cockisst man in
England, and second. that he was a fough guy.
In a moment he hod gquisted the applouding
crowd. His speech was blunt, though kindly af
first. Then he had his listeners hanging on the
ropes as he told them: "T congratulole you
upon the completion of 200 combat operations!
But—I understand that actually you have com-
pleted only 136 operations. How like Ameri-
cans' . ., .

", . .1 think it iz shecking and cutragecus
to find here British women os guests of Amer-
jicons, women who hove braove hushands and
sweethearts [ighting thousands and hundreds
al miles from comiort and safely. fighling lor
thess women who have deserted them!™

The crowd made a feeble atlempt to laugh-
off these harsh rebukes, ond an bo wish
that the greal (bah!) Field Marshall had nevy-
&r come o throw his wel blanksl aver the
party.

It was then that the truwe kdentity of this
speaker wos revealed—he wos Leslis Sirange,
famous Britteh actor and impersonalor, Given
a little time, the spectoiors were abla to lowgh
heartily ot the hoax,

The omplifying system of Hon No. 1
wenl oul al ﬂ:m.}:'nj:ﬁnq}r'l during the ;:.:l:u and
the stage or [loor show wos consequenily un-
able to hold the partv's attention. Men and
women turned thelr bocks lo b, and went an
talking. Personnel ond guests did as they
pleased; they had a day of celebration which
they will never forgef,

Activities of the 200-mission party ore
told further by the oftached photographs.




HEADQUARTERS
AAF STATION 136 B-A-4

B Seplember 1944
SUBJECT: 200th Mission Party.
TS : All Personnel, Station 136.

1. On Sunday, September 10, beginning at 1400 hours we will celebrate
with a big pary.

2. There will ke no dutly corried on between the hours of 1200 on Sun-
day September 10 to 1200 on Monday tember 11, except neceasary C. Q.'s
and guards. There will be no mission on ay September 11.

3. Following is an oulline of the program:
Schedule of Dogpatch Calisthenics
Master of Ceremonies—1st Lt. James ]. Jomopoulos ( Direct from the
Acropolis )

1400—Baseball —Enettishall Enockers vs Canadian All Stars
1600—Touch Football—G.l.'s vs Brass Hals

1630—5lick Pig Race—25 Hayseeda va 1 Greasy Pig

1640 —Tug-of War—20 men from each ocrganization

63
561

23
877

Ao
1751

560
562

1710—Volley Ball—Chairborne Commandoes va Brass Hats
1730—Soitball-—3 old men wa & siri
1750—Greased Pole Climb—15 Acrcbals vs 1 sach Greasy Pole
1800—Sadie Hawkins Race—I15 Spinsters vs 15 Bochelors
1815—Presentation of Distinguished Gueats
1900-—="01d Fashicned Barbecus"
2000—EM Donce—Old Hangar
Officers Dance—Enettishall Country Club
4 big name bands al both dances
Don Marino—Flying Yonks—388th Gremlins—Glenn Miller Unit
Super floor show ot both dances
Free Drinks

4. Uniform for aflternoon picnic—anything except flying clothing.
Uniform for dances—Class A.

2. Refreshmenis served free [rom 1600 hours.
By order of Colonel DAVID:

BEN L. McLAUCHLIN

Lt Col.. Air Corps
Ground Executive



Trucks met the special train from London and the trains from other towns ot Thetford



Enettishall Knockers

Conodion All Stars




Col. David with Gen. Doclittle, Gen. Partridge
aond guests watch game

From the Right Field Bleachers

Trauth, Bell, the MNavy




They crowd arcund lor free beer

Tug of War

Volley-Ball gome

The neighborhood women help




Cal. Cox

Lt

Col. Deavid

Foolball Lettermon Terry

Major Cox

SOFTBALL GAME






“FIELD MARSHALL
MONTGOMERY "
LESLIE STRANGE

PERCY PRENTICE
and
JIMMIE DOOLITTLE



THE DANCE IN THE HANGAR
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CHANGE OF COMMAND

As word passed among the officers and
anlisted men of the 388th Group that their
commander had received assignment to duties
elsewhere, they felt o moment’s chagrin, al-
most alarmed by their loss. Colonel William
B. Daovid had won thefr high esteem by the
comforts he had secured for station per
sonnel and by the gracious use of his author-
ity; he haod won their admiration for his prow-
gss as a combal airman, and for his lecder-
ghip which had spearheaded the mony mili-
tary successes of the 388th, They were sorry
to hove Colonel David leave their organization.

Omn the Bth of Oetober & Dress Parade was
held in honor of the departing commanding of-
ficer, Officers and enlisted men. ground ech-
alon and air echelon, troops of the bombard-
ment group and of ils attached units turned
out in Class A untform to gesemble in parade
formation on the station athletic field. In step
with marching music provided by the station's
mlllbugr band they twice followed the colors
around the large field. Standing at one side
of the field the Colonel received their salute.

A ceremony preceded the Dress Parade,
while the troops stood in formation at attention.
A message ol forewell, addressed to the sia-
tion personnel, was read by Lt. Col. Ben Me-
Lauchlin, 388th Ground Execulive. Mext, the
Field Officers were called Front and Center
to the commanding Officer. Their representa-
five then presenied Colonel David with the
tokens of their esteam. He waos presented the
38Bth Group Medal for meritorious achieve-
ment of service lo the group, as well as the
gilt of a watch. The gold-plated walch was
made by England’s ouistanding walchmaker,
and was engraved with the group’s coat-of-
arms and the Colonel's name. A second gift
presented during the ceremony was a matched
set of military brushes with initicled silver
hoelks,

Col. Dawid

Parsonnel felt relieved when they learned
that Colonel David's successor was to be an
officer who also haod been a member of the
group since time of ils octivation—Lt. Cel.
Chester Charles Cox, Group Operations Offi-
caer, and more recently, Group Deputy Com-
mander and Air Executive. Consequently. sia-
tion persennel had no further dread of a revo-
luticnary change in their military environment.

To the average officer and enlisted mon
the chonge of command meant, therefore, only
a change of sonalities, of almest mythical
personalities, use their direct contact with
the commanding officer Iz almeost non-existent.

Indication of Colonel David’s cutstanding
participation in the air war againsi Germany
are the awards thal he has received. He holds
the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusiers,
the Distinguished Flying Crosz with two Oak
Leaf Clusters, the Purple Heart with one Oak
Leaf Cluster, and the Silver Star.

The son of g banker and a native of Cal-
houn, Georgia, he is 32 vears old; married.
In 1933 he graducted frem the University of
Georgia with a degree in Electrical Engineer-
ing., While in. college he was an athletic star
in [oalball, basketball, baseball, ond boxing,
and was elected an All-American Tackle. In
1334 he entered an Army flying school and
graduated in the next year o8 a Znd Lisutenoni
in the Air Corps with which he hos ever since
served.

After entering the AAF in November, 1333,
Chester C. Cox, now the Commanding Oificer
of the 38Bth Bombardment Group, aftended
flying achool of Rondolph and EKelly Fields.
He was assigned to the cadre forming the 388th
with which he lirst served as Group Operations
Officer. The husband of Mrs. Irene B, Cox, of
Virginia, Minn., the Colonel has o son, Chester
C. Cox, 11, The Colonel is 2B vears old.




HEADQUARTERS
AAF STATION 136 APO 558
U. 5. ARMY

The following farewell message from Colonel David is reprinted for all
members of this orgonization:
6 Oclober 1944

"TO: THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE 388TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP
AND ATTACHED ORGANIZATIONS

With great sorrow and sincere regret | announce to you today that I am
leaving this organization; I have been ordered by higher cuthority to trans-
fer from this to another command in onother theater.

We, who are members of the Army, must always be prepared for sudden
and unforeseen changes—and in the back of our minds we must always be
aware of possible abrupl alterations in our lives.

But this is a difficult thing to do—to leave you today. I hdve been with
you foo long. | know you loo well. I have shared your trials and your viclories
too oflen, o be able o depart in a routine foshion.

I have seen you in the desclate wastes of the Utah salt flats, virtuall
cut off from what we like to call civilization; and saw you, by your g
humor, and your determination, and your comradeship, mold a spirit that
could overcome any hazards and any sbstacles.

I saw you arrive on a new station, this station, which was miserably ill-
equipped and incomplete. I saw you shrug a mential shoulder and, with a
delermined expression, set fo work to put it in order and, in time, to make
it the mos! comfortable, and livable, and altractive station in the theater.

I saw you in combat. I saw you fly your very first missions when the
Luftwafle was at ils sirongest and angriest and when you were least hardened
o the ways of cerial warlare. I saw you when you lest mere than half your
formation ond virually a whole squadron—and go bock the next day,
tougher, wiser, and moere delermined than ever bedore.

I have seen the men on the ground—on the line, in the shops, in the
offices, and in the kitchens, fighting an invisible but equally devastating foe.
I refer 1o the discouragement and despondency which threatens all who must
perform daily the same drab and unspectacular duties. However, this work
was not only of a highly important military nature but it was likewise work
which trained. and tested, and tried. the type of men which you were. To your
everlasting credit, such aiﬁeﬁem:aa, rather than dampening your spirit, deep-
ened your resclve to see this fight through to ils victorious end.

And I saw you week alter fighting week, and month after fighting month,
fly against the Hun, never to be tumed back and gradually to reduce the
Luftwaffe ond the rescurces of Nazi Germony to their present inferior skofe.

I have seen you when you were coasting on the wheels of success and
when you were struggling to hald your own, and always there emerged that
spirit that set you apart from other Groups and mode me proud, so very
proud, to be with you :

When this war has been won on all fronts, and the 388th hos received its
just acclaim, many will refer to it @a a unit or orgonization and speak of its
spectacular military accomplishments. However, in bidding you a reluctant
farewell, lot me likewise make a confession: great as have been your al-
tainments as a Group, you shall live always in my memories, nol as a unil
or organization, but instead as a grand bunch of comrades and companions
in whose vocabulary the word “defeat” was unknown and through whese
spirit and willingness to work iogether ultimate viclory was always a ecer-

tn:T.nt}--"
WILLIAM B. DAVID
Colonel, Air Corps
Commanding



STAFF OFFICERS FRONT AND CENTER
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LT. COL. McLAUCHLIN READS THE FAREWELL ADDRESS TO COL. DAVID



“I" DAY—INSPECTION DAY— 19 FEB., 1946

“T" Day is another memorable day that will live in the minds of per-
sonnel of Siation 136 for time to come, for that day was the day of all in.
spections. There was 10 be no missicn that day by order of General Partridge,
and a program of inspection had been planned to last some six hours to
cover evory parl of Enettishall.

Far over a month preparations for “1" Day were the topic of conversation
and labors. Daily tanney announcements were made reminding all personnel
how many days were left until "I Day. Daily Bulleting were full of "T" Day
rules and regulations, requirements and needs. Department heads went to
almost daily meetings in making plans for the great inspection. Never since
the Two Hundred Mission Party had so much concern been waorked up over
o project.

"i! it moves salute 11 if it doesn't. paint it,” became the slogan of the
evant,

MAJOR GENERAL PARTRIDGE

Finally, on the 19th of Feb., 1945, the crucial day had amived. Personnel
had been up all night preparing for the inspection, and at ten o'clock when
the General arrived nol a persen or thing was out of place. The inspection
proceeded at a fast pace cll moming, and in the early afternocn. Then at
two o'clock all personnel paraded to the landing strip where o very successiul
review was given for the General and his inspecting stalf. Many awards were
given the General to group personnel, and the best parade and review
ever held was run off like clockwork. The review concluded the ceremony
for the day and the General departed. Group personnel trudged wearily back
to their quarters to rest their feet and bodies. Just aboul the time that every
one had gotten into a comfortable position the tonnoy was heard to swilch
on, All personnel were informed that a message from Lt Col. Cox was to
be read. The message informed all personnel of Station 136 that the tion
had met with the complete satisfoction with General Partridge, and that the
General had wished that all be informed of his sincere commendation for a
superior performance; and also, that the bars in the Enlisted Men's clubs
and in the Officers’ Club would open one hour earlier than usual and that
free drinks would be served all personnel for the next two hours, It was sur-
prising to see how fast tired men could move toward the bars, The General
could have had his review in the clubs os all personnel were present and
accounled for.
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SKEET MATCH

On 27 October the 388th's 5man skeet team competed with the team
represeniing the 100th Bomb Group in the final maich of a tournament 1o
decide the chompionship team in Third Bomb Division. Each of the five en-
listed men fired fiity rounds. Oul of possible score of 250, the 38Bth scored
222 points, shooting 222 of the clay pidgeons. Their opponents scored 202

points.
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SKEET TEAM

The 388th team had previously mode even a more remarkable record
when it competed with the 447th Bomb Group in the semi-finals, scoring 233
points,

Mambers of local skeet team include three gunnery instructora, men who
hoave completed o tour of operations as aerial gunners. They are 5/5qgt.
Leonard . Hackelt, of Esterville. Iowa; Sqt. Elmer L. Wilson, of Falls of Rough,
Ky.: and Sgt. George D. Kriss, of Jackson, Mich. Two operational gerial gun-
ners who complele the team are S5/5gt. Bert E. Bowlin, of Birmingham. Ala.;
and Sqt. Jack Rogers, of Savannah, Ga.



TRIPLE ANNIVERSARY

Most memorable mund activity ol January 1845 was the Group Party
on January 28th whic preceded by o dress parade. General Archie
Old, Commander of the -LEth. C‘-um]:-ut ing, was the reviewing officer. He
glso presenied the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Bronze Siar Medal
to nearly two dozen officers and men. Allerwards the men pnumd into. a
hangar to see outsionding British entericiners and to hear the group's fomous
dance band, the Gremlins. In the evening, enterlginment was provided at
each of the station’s three clubs. It was an afiernoon and evening of cele-
bBration in honor of the President's 63rd birthday, the Eighth Air Force's 3rd
birthday, and the 388th's 2nd Lirthday, with combal operations o s

credii.
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ACT [RIE

T-':EE]GTII:I:-I JI il [-\..lll- F:_u
1500 Howrgs == Airfield Rumsay

Reviewing Officer: - ERIG GEN ARCHIE J ULD
Stafls = ' ROYCE G TRAUTH
- Pt TVAY M, WILLSON
- CLPT EDGARD L PRILLIPS(Alde)
- CAFT FRED R B
Group Commnnder: - LT l"“ G

A TR 0 COX
Staffs = UnJ BLMTEL Mel 0NN ELL
= MAd Gailiah I PILLAKS
= DAPT B0 -F ESTHS
= CAPT wILLY I H

Commandar of Troops: = LT 0L BEEH L McLiLCH

Btafl: = M DONGLD G- 3EEVEL
= Haa - STDEEY L HIEH
= CaPT BOGaRED L EER
1 M TRV 3 i BB
= Ll & il

Tachnienl Adviser: - APT LEWIS G CCOTER

Commanding Officers (OfTicers Sp 8q, i CHAFPIR
ad jutant g O ficare Sp .".f:, CAPT q..-L R
Commanding Offices: GOULH Tomb 3Gy |

'J
Adjutent  260th Bomb 5o, G FT ROBRINS
Commending Officer; BOlst Pomb 8g. LT COL PIERCE
Ad jutant ;. bGlst Bomb Sg,. CoPT GROGS
Commanding Offioers rri:’.'nﬁ'.' Homb 80, LT COL GOMDMAN
fdjutant : 562nd Banb Sq, LT R """'""ii. L
Communding Officer: 5Helrd Bomb 54q, CAFT ATHINGON
Ad jutant $ 563rd Bomb S0, LT SAGASKI
Commending Officer: #52nd 5D & Hg Sa&8th BG, 2. REVEY
£d jutant s 452nd SD & Hg S88th PG, CAFT LEE

Commanding Officer: 29th & Attached Units, MuJ CASEY
Ad jutant = 29th & Atteched Units, LT ROBBING

TROOPS: -- MEMBEHS OF THE 388TH BOMD CROUP
AMD ATTHACHED ORGANIZATIONS

H|1 '.a_-|—|

3BB8TH MILITARY BAND
Officer in Charge -- LT GEORGE 0. PUIG
Drum Majer -= Cpl Burt ﬁdair
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L5600 Hours e j;:u:::__n.r

Pragidisg - L4 DORALD G SANUEL
For tia President's Birthday:= L7 COL SEN L HcLAUCHLIN
worth H8th Bonb Groupts

2nd Aondverszury:- LT COL CHESTER C COX
For tne 8th Air Forocels

ard fanivergerv:- BRIG GEM ARCHIE J OLD
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Bomal GULESAED B'ram == Mazter of Ceromconics

BOBTIE andc 70°nIs DLER == MExotic Ballrooin Dancers"
EDDIE BEADY and JO7 == AThe inglo imerican Combina-

tion™

GEORGE LoTR from == M. merica's Jugrpler Extra-
The Lovndeon Pallndium ordinary™
1 SNLTETE

JELE and S4B TE == "Pulehritude in Terpsichore"
The Two Scphisticates
HERHT CARTER onc’ DRAT == "The Pied Piper in Musicnl
ladness"
DENNIS LGRS == "Charncter Commedian®
THE THREE RALYS -= "Stepping It Out"
Return Engagement, cdircct
rom the Londan Palladivm.
Lovaly, Exotic, MW\ROUEE,
in her fagcinating == "Dance ol the Seven Veils®

Muslic By
THE S8BTH GREMLINS

INTERMISSTON
Chow = Call
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piticer in Cuarge — IT JOES -F JOHOFOULOS

At The Officers! Clut: — Eegular Efr-'i-” nthly Dance
Muzic b 1 Gremline
Fotobie :.11’. '_rrn.ie Twyer
Brrant and Stern,
WPatter, Poatter, Fattore
Tho Three F:-'.'H
At The Aoro Clubz - George Lotour
D|‘=I1 1l's akwe
'able Tenmdd with
Yictor Sarn
16 Times ¥orld Chempicn
vE
Alas Hrook
Internaticnal Chpmmign

At The q:.l:_"i_'“.‘!- ol Heprlgr = }'1-1-.1 Eh_,_--!-

B et =
kil i3 Lkl

Earry Certer &nd Joray
At The Rockter Club:? —= Free Hoer

Ule = ®re Flgures It Cutfl

The Uwe Scuhleticates
Eddie Hendy and Joy

Entire celebretlion wnder the pusmlcen
of E'-:u'-.n:i al ard Inferapvion Servioed

Opl ponnle Tercy
il ¥1113iam Sards
Byt Clarence Hawkineg
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The above teletype was réceived by Station 136 at 1025 hours, 7 May 1945



VICTORY TOUR

On Hngaﬂ 1945—V-E Day. the Eighth Air Force flew almost two thousand

hecnrr bembers over the Cn:rmmunl in o splendid show. The 388th Flew 54
airplanes with 15 personnel on each plane or a tolal of about 800 men on
the Victory Tour. S?: plane formations were flown at fwo mile intervals. and
the entire flight tock over len hours.

The route went over Brussels;, Achen, Duren, Cologne, Essen in the middle
of the Rhur Valley, Munsier, Honnover, Brunswick, Kassel, Frankfort, Mainz,
Paris, then back to England. Over the large towns the planes would peal off
and circle at low alliludes lo give everyone a view of the battle doamage.
When Paris was viewed the planes were close 1o the grnund and most were
]]:uhw the top of the Eiffel tower. Many people were in the sireels cele-

Hng.

The other Bomb Damage picturea were token by group members who
were [orfunate enough to survey some of the towns. The pictures were
1:1-:9:1 ﬁelnm the end of the war, Eul some time after the troops hod passed
through.
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ROUTE OF THE VICTORY TOUR
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388th INVENTIONS

A parachute modification invented by men in the equipment section of
Lt. Col. Chester C. Cox's 388th Bomb Group saved the lives of two flyers when
their Fortress collided with another in dense clouds over Englond.

The device, a riser extension, consisis of a three-fool strip of 1% colion
webbing such as is used in parachute harnesses. One end is attached 1o the
chute and the other to the harness. In this way it is nol necessary 1o weoar
the chute attached to the harness under the flak suil, enabling the suit o fit
more closely and provide better protection.

Also, there is no chance of a flyer falling or being blown from a plane
without his chute being pulled along with him. He can either pull the chute
to himself while falling and snap it in place, or he can reach up and pull the
rip cord above his head and float downward suspended by the single riser
exlension.

This was the case with 1s1f Li. Harold W, Guihrie of Deircil, a navigalor,
and 5/8g1. John D. Keesee of Washinglon, a waist gunner. They barely had
time o got out of the Fort after the collision and they came down hanging
from the single extension, but landed safely. They would not have had time
1o huni for their chulez and snap them before jumping.

Sgi. ]. R. Reeves, 23, of Akron, Ohio, and Tech. Sergeant E. M. Kliewar,
22 of Binghamion, New York. hove invented a way of making the Norden
Bomb Sight “fool proof.” Their experimentiation was discovered by M. Philip
Geis, Morton Company Represeniative, who brought thelr idea to the altention
ol his ETO headquariers. Subsequently, an adaption of their invention has
been installed on all bomb gights used by heavy bombers overseas and such
a modification is 1o be factory-installed in the ¥IJ.IU.I'-E.

Minor bits of equipment which are an aid 1o eofficient and speedy oper-
alion, either unobiainable in the ETO or simply equipment which s nol issued
by the Army, have been falt lacking by almost avery section and department
at this station. When oxygen mosks of the type issued proved inodequats,
Group S-4 Officers devised o modilication which mode the masks acceptable.
The gtl::lil::u:t dental office is equipped with many "home-made” facilities. The
much-vaunted inventive genius of the American soldier has been proved time
and time again by the personnel of the 388th Bomb Group. The contribution
of SBergeanis Heeves and Kliewer 1o the Norden Bomb Sight, because of its
universal application to the Army Air Force, is one of the mosi spectacular
examples of that “inventive genius,” even though they added but the simplest
of mechaniams, inspired by astute common sonse, to the sight.

Thia was the problem they set out to solve:

Cn or before a bomb run the bombardier begine 1o line up the crosa-
hairs of his sight with the target. This is made possible by a series of mirrors
which allow the bombardier te project his cim for many miles. Just as an
electric light switch, this mechaonism which iz called EXTEMNDED VISION can
be turned on and off at will.

Su e that the IF, where the bomb run begins, is ten miles fram the
target. ;iﬁ bombardier switches on Extended Vision ond proceeds to draw o
bead on the targel. Before releasing his bombs, however, he must switch off
the Extended Vision. Otherwise his bombs will under-shoot the mark.

Since llak-lields are well cullivated around military objectives the bom-
bardier is under severe nervous strain at a eritieal time. So it has often hap-
pened that the bombardier forgel to switch off Extended Vision, destroying
the accuracy of the attack.

The means of eliminating this contingency, which was devised by Ser-
geants Reeves and Kliewer, was simple. They attached o tiny red lamp to
the bomb sight which was gulomatically illumincted as long as Extended
Vision was in operation. The red light would remind bombardiers to discon-
nect Extended Vision at the pro time, providing gssurance that bombs
would drop exactly on the poin Bﬁrwlﬂfh they were aimed.

The mechanical aptitude ond the knowledge of electrical apparatuses
and of the Norden Bemb Sight made is possible for the two Bombsight Main-
tenance men to apply their correction or bombing aid to the efficiency of Alr
Force operations. In civilian lite Kliewer was a lool moker apprentice, and
Heeves was a tool and die maker who hod had cne and o hall years of
college training in mechanical engineering.
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MISCELLANEOUS EVENTS
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The Station's original musical production
"You've Had I was presented at East Harling
on 2 December, of Snetierion Heath on 5 De-
camber, ot Ruflum on 8 December, at the
Hons Crescent Club in London, December 21st,
and at the Red Cross Hainbow Club in Lon-
don, Decembor ZZnd. Show lyrics were writ-
ten by Red Cross field Director Ben Irwin. the
music by Sgi. l1sadore Rosovsky. the props de-
signed by 5/8gts. Alegro Andwright. The Sta-
tion erchesira had o promineni part in the pro-
duction. Sqgt. Tom Frank, o professional singer
and Master of Ceremoniez woas a fleciure
player. Captain Samuels, Group 5-1 Officer,
was omong the cast. Cutstanding critics such
as Major Eddie Dowling, Cepiain Szold, for-
mer Hollyweood producer, and Captain Hunt of
the ETO musical department sow the show
presentation in London and complimented it
highly. Captain Hunt arranged to hove the
atation orchestra record selections from the
show. These recordings were sent lo Washing
ton, D. C. Yank magazine in nearly a full page

spread reviewed the production in its Decem-
ber 26th issue.

Silly Conn wvisits Knetishall

5/8gt. and Mrs, Melvin Frederick Larson mar-
ried in 5. Peler's Church in Thetlord, E:g!und
on Oelober 14, 1944. She was the former

ladys Doris Salmon, doughfer of Mr. ond
Mrs. Alfred ]. Salmon of Thetford.




"5 GRAND"” GOES HOME

The first plane to leave Enettishall for the
United States was flown by 560h’'s Thomp-
gon. The plane, "5 Grand”, was the five thou-
sandih Boeing B-17 and hod the outographs of
members of the Boeing plomt scratched or
wrilten over the entire surfcce. The plane had
been flown in combai by the 9%6th bomb group,
bul as they were remaining as parl of the
army of occupalion they hod no crews avail-
able to return fo the states. The purpose of
returning "5 Grand” was to use it on o Bond
Drive.
The plane had 78 missions to ils credit,
us iwo food missions, and two Prisoners of
ar trips. Two enemy fighter planes had been
claimed from this plone. At one time the

lane had to crash-lond al Honnington, but it
Eﬂeﬂ not been toc severely damaged, and hod
been repaired and returned to combal.

When the Group received the plone for
conditioning for flight to the states it was nec-
essary to change three of the four engines
and make many other major repairs. The plane
hod been received just after lunch the eighth
of June, three engines changed and :i:.!w:
timead, pn:!pared with special over-waler equip-
menl, and supplied with other ATC require-
ments in record time. The ploane locok-off ot
1324 hours the Sth of June . . . 24 hours after
being delivered to Knettishall . . . a sample
of engineering efliciency.

Crew members for the flight home were,
besides Thompson, Brauyan, Fleicher, Sprague,
Scden, Horab, Heolden, Erinegar, Troutman,
Herron and Lovorn. They are shown below
beside the plane, prior to take-ofl.

Local Inspection
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Take-ofl for the United States
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Duties of several oificers were changed in April, 1945 as a result of
the activation on the 15th of the 434th Air Service Group, assigned lo Station
136. Several small unils operating on this base in conjunction with the 388th
Bombardment Group were de-activated and their personnel transferred 1o the
now Service Group, clong with scores of officers and men hitherlo assigned
o the bomb squadrons: Personnel and duties of the 452nd Sub Depct, the 281k
Station Cl'_“-ml:lh-‘:m':‘.-n!. the 273rd Medbesl Disp&nﬁcu}' Awviatian (S, the 1751a1
Ordnance 5 & N Co., and the 1284th Military Police Co. were largely ab-
sorbed by the three squadrons of the 434th Air Service Group; ond the rem-
nant of such personnel were transferred to the bomb group.

Activation of the new service group was to lacilitate transler af the two
major unils ol AAEF Station 136 when their duties in this theater are completed,
and to consolidate crgonization for possible operafions in the Pacific war
zone,



Se0th Stati

Shlst Slalf

Thanmer, Nelson, Davis, Halfrich

Crardner, Schloss, Tohon, Boum,
Reihart, Trauth, Swanton, Pleiffer,
Posqueretla, Abrusio

Thamas, Phillips. Egaas,
Cox, Henggeler, Chatfin






MEDICAL DEPARTMENT

HOSPITAL STAFF

Doc Jones

Dac Bell



THE MEDICS



FINANCE DEPARTMENT

Garbull




AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE

Weid Benderman Graham



Foremon

MeCarthy

Howe and Bol




Bebernos

Cruist ond King

Arnold and
Rynerson









CHOW

Burria and Fulmer

Cooking



Chow Line

Oftficers’ Mess

Siple; Martin

Hogan, Holbrook




FIRE DEPARTMENT




ASTRO TRAINER




COMMUNICATIONS




Freidman

Grantham




The Posial Unit hendled mail {or sew-
oral boses, o all that truck load did
not go o Knettishall personnel. But it
was fun bo imagine that it did and
speculate on how mony lelters would
be yours. Seems that it wasn't what
wog in the lelter thal counted, bui
rather the number received,




ORDNANCE

Matthows Lokabill
{Ordononee Chiels







Hogon ond Thomos

Fraine, Ayres, Heldel



Intelligence: Oificer

Chaplain

Phota Oilicer

Quariermaster Chied




Wealhermen

Fi?i ] Coniral




AIR ECHELON

Matthews

Hiddla



Moaoretti Bubybirowski



Isarace Ong

Head Burkett



Alfard

Tobin

Grande



Weidenbusch

Willioms Beach



MecDannell



Gillaspy
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Gilletin Graziani

Ferrest Flat




Hallam



Mitreck Southam



RECREATION

Seven hundred officers and gquests attended the dance-party inougurating the William
B. David Otfficer's Club, named in honor of the 388th's Group Commander. Guesis included
high ranking officers from 3rd Bomb Division, 45th Combat Wing and the Bth Bomber
Command. Everyone slood omaozed before the intericr tronsformation of the Missen Huls,
and expressed wonder and curiosity in the precurement of the furnishings. "Commanche
Joe's Saloon” boasts a 42-foot bar eled with sliced loga with bark focing, ond o 38-icot
brass rail. Behind the bar iz an me]musmhla supply of drinks,” some of the bottles being
arranged on shelves which flank a nude mural -:mtf are in tum flanked by glass mirrors.
Three more cil paintings, the work of Sgt. Wright, E]IEI "Wild West" scenes. The big
room i5 an excellent replica of a foncy scloon in the hey-days of the West, even in such
details as the lighting effects. Light bulbs are sel inside kerosene lamps stained with
smoke, Checkered oil-cloth cover the table tops. Navajo blankets hong from the walls. A
sioge platiorm at one end of the big room is the band stand with a mural background.

Equally elaborate but meore restful, more grecious and modern in the moed, the Lounge
which occupies the second and adjoining large Nissen Hul. The walls are cleverly painted.
Over the fire places at each end of the long room are fine murals the work of another
ond talented Station artist.

The “kitchen building” provides space lor a large kilchen where snocks are prepared
and served In another room. One more room offers a place for cleaning and pressing
service., The Barber Shop is next to it

BAR OFFICERS' CLUB LOUNGE

Ping pong table, roulette table, add to the opportunitties for recreation and relmeation.
Furnishings and decorations cost between five and six thousand dollars, money which came
from the club trecsury. Sinoe moving into the new club house, officers no longer pay
monthly dues of one Pound but an initiotion fee only.

A Public Address sysiem makes it possible to conlact an officer in u:m!‘rlicrrt of the club
or at any spot on the station. And, incidentally, there are two radios in th

Although less elaborate the N. C. O. club is gayly decorated, mni-:rlnhl? !mnished

where the non-com forgets Army roufine. Here as at the Officer’a Club o dance is held
each week, The gome room is particularly attractive, painted o give the effect of a County
Fair. Broad red and white siriped oll cloth hangs at on angle from the walls, as i over
booths at a Fair. A Coarnival Scene is painted on the wall of one end of the room. Two
anlisted men, Club Monager and his assistant, are quartersd in another room. The club,
like the Officer’s Club, has a commities to prosecute members who cause disorder, os well
as an execulive committee which plane social programs and assumes responsibility for the
club’s business transactions.

The emphasis as suggested above which is placed upon recreation for men at this Sk
tion exploina their high morale. The Post Chaplain and other officials have observed thal
morale of the men has increased during November and December. I is intended, further-
more, thal they shall have opportunity to express oulbursis of spirits here on the post
rather than to surpass the men and consequently to have them lo carouse when on L
When complaints were made by the town C‘.nunc:'x of Thetford that soldiers were disorderly
and disturbers of the pecce. the Group Commeaonder urged the Council to ascertain the Army
unite represented by the offenders. Mot one of them was found to be a member of this post.



LIBRARY READING ROCOM
The boois were all kept in another room. Approximately fen thousand books were made
avatlable on a rogular library lending plan. Books were mostly donations from members

and alss from surrdunding English towns



OFFICERS CLUB LOUNGE



THE THEATRE

Siation 138, home of the 338th in the ETO,
has long boasted of ils extracrdinary theatre,
—movie ond siage show playhouse —which is
a large Nissen Hut designaled for enteriain-
ment purposes only and has 400 thealre chairs.

Herelofore movies hove been shown by
using o 16 mm. projection machine which in-
vaolves an unreliagble sound track and neces.
sitates 3 or 4 interruptions for a change of reels
during a show. 168 mm. [ilm reproduclions,
though commoenly used at American Army
elation in the ETO, are inferior in gquality.

To improve theatre entertainment 38Bth
Headquarters ordered a projection room built
an o the Mizsen Hul which would house o
more elaborofle machine, and bought a 512,000
projector complete with sound equipment to be
installed there.

This project has been completed to the
guatification of stalion personnel. Mo more
sound  foilures, no more interruplions of the
movie to chonge reels, more clear screen
images. Continuous film showing is now ex-
hibited from 3 o'cleck in the afterncon fo 1]
P. M. To help cover the cost of equipment,
porsonnel contribute one shilling per person
at each performance. This was a temporary
measure only. Again, the initigtive of Group
members is shown in their effert to make Enett-
shall as good a place to live as possible,

THE QLD THEATHE
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OFFICERS' CLUB 42 FOOT BAR
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ROCKER CLUBE GAME ROOM



ENLISTED MEN'S BAR QUEEN OF HEARTS BAR ROOM
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"COUNTRY CLUB"

Personnel of this station are so pleased
with its recreational facilities that they laugh-
ingly refer 1o il a8 "the Eneltishall Country
Club.” Golf experts give lessons to would-be
players who howe an abbrevialed course 1o
Blﬂy on. Evening relaxation is available at the

ed Cross ARero Club, complele with snack
bar and Cocalela founiain, the CQuesn of
Hearls Club, drinking rendezvous for the lower
four grades EM, and the decorated, atiractive,
comiortable non-coms elub, and the oificer’s
club.

In July, after employing Bulldezers and
rollers, a firstclass baseball diameond was
made ready for use and was quickly taken ad-
vantoge of.

Climax to all the facilities was the con-
structon of a tennis courl—econcrete and nol
perfacily level—but o tennis court! Only dis-
gppoiniment to lennis enthusicosts was  the
announcement that the Athletie Office could
supply only two second-hand racquets and
two lennis balls,

These recreations coniribute largely io the
unusually high morale of station personnel.
And yet—the men ore mosit anxicus to re-
turn home. Their hope and anxiely aond  un-
cerfainty concerning “the next move” pro-
vokes a conslant flood of rumors about future
aperations by the JBBth.

Y
Wi

Coll Instruction

Gymnasium




Val |ﬂ-':|l' Beall

Tauch Football

HAND: BALL COURT

The courl was made from o bullding
which had no known purpose or reo-
son for being buill. The various holes
Wt i.'.-::u:l.rn-:ler[. and & amoath eon
crefe oo installed.

Although the hond balls were not
the liveliest, there were encugh avail

able. Gloves were denated by Group
members,



MISCELLANEQUS PICTURES

{ OF PERSONNEL, PLACES. EVENTS. AND

Laving Estes












F]-:_:.: gnd Willson
Flew first mission together og navigotor and

pilot: and the 300th mission together as lead
navigator and lead pilot.

Harrison and Ratclifl



Dovidson, Boum, Burkeii

Heunion of ithe Lewis Brathers

Finkbiener and Colo



Harrizon




Pulg — Gillette




Elliott, Jones. Dilley

Americans and Coanodians outside o
Marth England Pub and Heilel

m

Caflee, Phillips. Samson
Trauth, Ong, Wilson, Beatty

alreater |




Fire Bombs for the Germans
al Hoyen

The Wacs visit from Third
Division Headquarlers

Hocker Club Bar



Hed Cross Chibmabile
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COOMBE HOUSE REST HOME
Just ouiside of Shalisbury, England

REST HOME NEAR CXFORD



Bohne and Terry

Eddy

Trauth, Atkinsen, Campbell



Christmas Pary, 1944

Tettok

Henggeler and David




Party ai the Rocker Club

SOFTBALL
Hess, Bihari, Granuccl, Hall, Pleiffer.
Willzon, Pierce, Trouth, Somusls, Cox.

Giore, Goodman, Flor, Dennis

Alert Crews



Trauth and Eddy with escapees Hildebrandi
and Millon whe both escaped [rom enemy
territory in lime for the 200 Mission Party

Weilond



Finkbeiner
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Group Operabons




This accident occurred durlng the Boned
| which Kpettishall won with o
233,000 i:r_.m';l;:ib_,'_ ihe
was 2250000

Drive

tolal of aver
cost of this accident







Zengerle and Crew with Bynum after
raid on Berlin

THE DISPENSARY
HU'E'::H?E.“:\- WS EJI:I."“:r' ]::-::ll::-r mast
of the time

OFFICERS CLUB BAR

1
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The train {rom London arrives in Thet
ford-—nine miles trom Kneitishall



OUTSIDE OFFICES CLUB
COMBAT CREW LIBRARY
IN BACKGROUND




COMMANDING OFFICER'S
QUARTERS




GOODMAN and COCEKERELL with COX and
HENGGELER before leaving for the Sioies on

30 Days R and R

SWANTON and LANEE
At the Rocker Club



PUIG

SULLIVAN and ANDRECHECK
Going home

FORCE, MANGUM, GUM, CHAFFIN, TERRY,
JOB, GOODMAN, RANTON

BURKETT. YENERICH, COX, HENGGELEH.
PHILLIPS, HAESLEY
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