NAME OF PILOT

"TYPE OF PLANE

ACOIDENT NUMBER

PP - C-447/7 By 5~/ 2_ 57
CHARGED 1O, out |_IN_| CHARGED To: our "|_cHaReED TO: ouT | IN
s-s - J_ﬁ | T J:
’ gl S &
b Al i
e —1
" 1- 4 S -
B EOR |
Aeaell s S
: R
5 w2
i +






“ah " 1 I MEJCTED ’ PTL R

J & ..\\' .

. N ALCLTLE O
IS
M R s P USA AF STATICE 43 6
27, £ 5 3 4 Pyl e : Stetion of Inv. stigheins
o 4F mparts: AN Neoda. EaCEe
. b ', 5, by Ar Forces B e 1
Bp i</ . . L esORD A ADCART nCCITENT DRSREER ) LAY

‘ -~ o)™ - ~
< ¥ Place) Aop Bmwickcnb 2 Dole_12 May 2844 __ _ "3 Tire _p3al

AFeradl: 4 Gype 2o ) C-UTA Lo 5 adfelo M2 BoRYd G S tyon VEANLEY 7

il e 7 IX 800 Mk A (4 n-m&-.-..,;?.uun ——
(Com < &,F.) Eﬁggl*' & uanron

o bes B roomil

Oy SRR " R : | R TR T
Dutyv: (Lact nane first) siatin s Serisl No tRank :Clzssg Br: Cumd: RIFsUUP
AL e TR R T R P LA S AT 2

A Far-ia, Jemas B..._ .. . Pillot 0 mEe

dfsp‘ Svenger, Dickson H, .. Filet : uﬁﬁ; :2ad G;
Y Sca:ileet, Buxton L. _.ﬂm 3. 03 -.....ﬁl. ok, O

o k#._l..s..lnn._im_. ORI T LI o8|

; wﬂ__:.mﬂ ,r .- 463 8/5¢

+ Richart, Tioyd ¥ Dlepiats  bS2716. 00

ahn D, . _._Mm.ﬁ QULIL05 ‘..--F-hi'- M/ £In :
_Bansel 3.°. -Jm.tm.i% . i1Pyt_: JA7¥lnt ,_,;:
L. _Rayairess 10085, eyt i Mamats i -

Fan 5 N S FLLOT Gi{i‘.&b....) I'Ju nﬂq‘ll.]‘l

20 Farris.. e L R 2‘*.(.10__5_
e "]..NW) (F.‘rf:::, (u% ll;or lu) - ( nk (:931'- GCloss) (Eranch
ey

Asjd 25, u-m.. nar_ -o ey ’3‘“15“"%@“ :
(Com & Auts S uadron) Stution f 4

asbehd fov 1 ying 29 bt e e e N a2 o R et
i 6 At's) ((Troup -J'lll‘.lul‘ﬂﬂr T (Gtution '
A ury anil rating )J_%I} o3 H' Fresent hoting 25 _Bilet 36, 42
y .tln ; [T} PP s s - T Noch! be
i Inctrwwnt Rotlng 37313 » } nd g ;' Yy :
. Firet il Howrrs ; BY MJ‘I'HOCI'I’I‘Y OI_QG.)_AA_E_‘* L f\
| (ut Lis tlue ol tide accicdent ' e &
38 This type__. _m RS % 1":"‘\"5"‘!&!‘!’"“. : v
9 Tds widied __ | . SEs e A3 Anet LA ARt N L e e
. LJ! ,l 1A..___ e J“ . hi timm 1 till-“_'_.“.’
Tobadoo . 09500... ... DRERE x/v/,a B L v ——
= u
d e Wiy, 3o e m = L — ]
______‘AI‘L_ 01_ e Doeoe papbE :

L6 Alrorul’ __:,::L: TR B VA—— —~
fu.., h‘!“.'.lla-. N\ -‘-__Jﬁ "J‘ ____L,_. ,..____.._...,.. BT N - ....-..._-__........

LE Propaller (0. Na0 Mot .. S
, Wer b L b caliont Jl‘r.lnn Bideht m»-vmw b-uun &
51 - \ R 1 WA g ! i -

clac e 4 Cotbepmine.. ... ° lmﬂi dﬂ.l Hleglod . - /

Tredniog ¥ TR, .
J

Qellizaon. 1 n.u u}‘m. vith othar alroraft,

\
r—-
[ ]

o R Fermotleon o10e0ed eure




ey , - : - >, 1 .
1. dircraft +L2-52672, Fllot lé'b‘r”u‘!ma B. hrrh‘,'lmdil.; the 36{11 o ta h,p.n, =
wiich comprised the last *wo of four 9 siip flights in the second semis! ‘of
tre Jloth Z.0. Grown. Form: tidn wee oroceeding towerd Morck on course with &
hend 'ng of aporoxim-tely 90°. eltitude sorgoximetely L300 feet. ]
i e ——— w
2. The first sericl of the 316th Jroup, wilch was praeceedirs tie second by mbout
5 min. 'wd come in on the course to Mareh 811 ntly sonth of course :nd hed turned’
2 1ittle wes¢ or shert of Hareh, the turming podmt; mepzwile refucing =ltitude.

3+ At the %tiue of the secident the lesd shis of the first serisl was spproximately
feet, or 500 feet below tie lend of tle second seriel, and on a courss of

rroroximnicly 30C de.rees, in sich a monner ps to nass directly from Sout esst

to Isrtkveet under the second serial. \ -

K. adrcreft #42-108877, Pilot Lt. J. L. Bhnjghar. Jr., wan lepding thnt element
of the first 9 shir formation im tuk first serinl of the group formation. Pre-
scribed course required a turn of 1L at March. Dwo lesquedron formtions were
fellowir, szme cource at the ssme nrescribed altitnde. The first formet’on was
p1esibly off eourse slightly to the left after the corpletion of the turn judging

ty the nosition of the wreckags. The maln psrt of the lead formstion went down
77 ilosed v It Sharber 1

~n? under tue second, 1% shin +42-1058
tad pttempted to go over the second formati
Sharocer's nlene wae in = steen climbing turn

$:dys durst into flames and ..il persuvnnel on I

S« A number of factors have contrituted to-the mccident; (1) The 7irst seriil
eccordin; a plen, should heve heen north of the second rotier than south after
the turn »t March. (2)'T e fect thnt Lt. Starber @44 not remainm im closs formation
(3) Lie fect ot tuere wam mo moTe then 500 feet d{fference in altitude between
the tvo seripls, (hﬁm fect tiwt the course wns ndpnned to include turn of more
then 90° wath lorge forustlons ot close intervele snd the ermeprescribed gltituder,
nakdng 1t posel¥le or even nrobeble thrt formetions whuld meet or nerrly meet :n
- neurly receprocel hepding. .

G ‘ 48 to pug estionm, 1t 18 thoucht thet 4F In utiﬂ"q:wiitto‘:;l the e].Lmtimttop
of fretors such as t'ose lieted nhove were sccomplished, pecldents such ns t.is
sas wrulf probudly not ocsur agrin. F— :
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1. Alreraft $.2-92579, Pilat Nejor- -hm-!' hrril.ﬁ.nﬂ.lg the 3oth !.G $gdn r
wn!ck Coz rizzé the last two of four 9 ship Tlights in the second serial of , .
the 316tk T.CeGroun. l‘omtion ¥as croceedin: towerd Marclf on course with a
Fe-dine of sopraximetely 30°, s1situde arroximately 2300 feet.

The first serizl of the 316th Crowp, which wes preceding the second by about
nin., Ird cote im oa bi:e courae to Harch slightly scutk of course znd hed tawmed
little west or short of Merch, the turning voint, meanwhile reducing altitude.

2o
2
B

3. At the time of the accident the lead ship of the firs% serial was lpumxiunly
000 Zeet, >r 500 feet delow the leac of the second merinl, sui ou 2 course of
approximetely 300 de rees, in such a manner as %o pua wnﬂy from Sowthesst

%o Northwest under the second serial.

k. Aircraft =l2.108277, Filot Lt. J. I. Sharber, Jr.. vas lud.tng the #2 alusnt.
of the first 9 shins formation in the f' irst serizl of the groun formation. Free
ncrived course required a turm of 148° at March. Two l-squrdron formstion wvers
fslla\ting same couree at she same preicrlhd nlt’!.m ﬁ':a firet fomtinn vas

iy vae :uiti.o'l. of uhz r'ucmgo- ".-?ha M ag the lend :n-n,tinn vent dmm
snd under the swcond, by shin #i2-108877 piloted by Lt Shrrber left the formation

and attomnted &9 zo over the second fogmation, striking shis #42-92679. Lt.
Sharber's plene wpa in = stesn climbing tura at the time of tie ¢5llision. Both

#llur Lurst ints Jlemoes and pl1Y personnel on Yoin nlanes wers killed.

——

5¢ Awmber o7 fectors mey have coniributed to the sceident: (1) Tie Iirst serinl
accard.:l.ng to nlam, should keve been mo nr the sacund rriaer than solith after .
turn ot iarch. (2) Tue fact thnt bor 414 not rémein in Close farmetion
g. The Tnot that E re Was mo more tm ) feet aﬂannes tn nltitude betwagn
the two serials. The Jp:t that the mn was pramned to include turn of more
tvan 90¥ with lsrge formetione ni close interv-ls snd the :—- preserided nltitddes
meicing 1t possible pr even orobedle thet DHimetions vauld eet or nearly meet on
nes r1-r rasiyrocal hending. |

B. A2 to muggerlions, it is thought that 1f in future operstions the elinifntion

of factors such mas thone 'isted above were scecomalinhed, accldents such av thie
me would probally ot oomar agmin.

18 liny 194%8 z
avemilgstlon ﬁplatad _ -
lm.J:-r. Mr -‘bn
glr

Invn.ﬁ!ia \m ttie

4/14?? Sl

o Jaz, alr Qoros
In.un “lonikag %uil Wf.n
\Q(\l‘u / /}‘ (“‘-‘-l|

Al Le 1{‘ ."3
nx""t 1. Mf &1 On
Laversi rtinp V. 1 labr

A Y Aggldent Comrmitt o

-—
-
-
-
-
go
i
-
-

‘6" "'mo.a" v 1 pia

» r{l{;u :J ‘J‘lf((H!(A-"‘-//
) n Voo Alr Dol /
2 o P T

idfdent L

-



: ‘ﬁh; . . o e

" HEADQUARTERS - :
316TH TROOP CARRIER GROUP, A4F. i

AP0 133, U.S.Aray
17 May 1944

-

-

QOr. the morning of 12 May 1944, I was lesding the first of
two thirty-six plane gg;gg;g_belna.iiwﬂn;hﬂ thls groups Shortly
after 0320 1 otserved an occult below snd slightly left; fleshing —
m3n which was loeated at March, Cambridgeshire, and designated as
the turning point to Cottesmore. I Dbegan descending from 4500 feet
anl turanlng from & heading of approximately 95° to 300°. On com-
pletion of the turn, I vbserved the second serial approaching on
enproximately 90° course in such s manner that our courses woulld
Cross very soon. L was at that tlae at 4000 feet and descemding.
1u my judgement, the second serial was at 4500 feet or higher and
there was sufflelent difference in altitude for safe passags on
the cross course. With this decision, I continoued my ecourse. Uy -
iead squadron fllght had pmased eafely under the hlgher formatlon
simn evicence of the ocollislon was apparent, due to the bright
flesh of the exploslion. -

There can Le uo guestlon that in the interest of safety,
the pdded precautlon gf turnlng my formation to entirely avold

a cross course would have prevented such an gocllent.

Q&fﬁggf}dhﬁlgg‘ﬂ~-'
i wB Re tum&mu‘;'ﬁ.
Lty Cols, Alr Corps

Mc:



o— 12 May <1944

I was flying Co-Pilot in the lead eship, last serial of the 3lbth T.C, Group with
Lv, Col, Washbdurn as Pilot. Ve were on the mission knowm as "Eagle®, .

We had juet completed cur tura at March on cur return course but were a listle

soort of March, I believe we were also Seuth of sourss., Ye bad approached ocur
turn at an indicated Y50u feet. I believe we dsscended, ia our turm, to an
altituds of approximetely 4Yuuu feet indicated, After we had steadied on to our
course tor Cottesmore, I moticed what I thought to be the second serial of the Group
aprroacning us trom the front and abeut Ju degrees to the left, It vas apparent
we.were going vo pass close togetner, Howewey, I Delieved we were safely bdelov

the lead ships of the approaching formasion, I looked out the Co-Pileot's window

to ascertain, ‘as dest I could, that our formscion was inmtmecs. All of the part

of our formation which I ooula see looked alright witn the exception of a lone

anip. It was apparently alone mnd out of formatiom; riding acove, to the rear,

and sligntly to tne right of our formation, I believe we contimmed to descend until
we were apout .}50VU feet indioated when we passed she other formatiom,

I looked up to the right rear ah the othar formasion just after we had passed,

All ships appeared to be clear, but the lons ship was atill in it's former relative
position and still out of formation, I contimmed to watech both the other formation
and tns lone silp, Suddenly the lone ship went into a steep climbing tura to the
rignt, up and into the other formation, It coliidad wivshn one of the ships in the
unird rlight of nine ships of the tormation. Both ships bure. into flames and
fell burning to the ground, ———e.

Yinalle.
n (FMi) MILLER

lat. Mdeut,, Alr Corps

Ce-Filet -« Oreup lead ship,



12 May 194-:

.

In the vicinity of Marcn (Wing Assemoly Potnt)aon route from the Command
Departure Point to Marcn Airplane 43-5052 leading serial (3) was (4) miles
soutn of course, :

This Airplane started its tmrmn irom 85° to 300° about (5) miles snort of
Marcn and ended up in route trom Marcn to Cottesmore (2) miles norin o1
course, - .o

sidering the ar=a that is ro'qurd to turn & group about IDQ' I would judge
t 1f serial (3) 414 not pass over March tnat it paesed to the ocuteide.of 1t,

T IDaRD 6. NAGLY m% '
Captain, Mr “orpe,

Navigater - Greup lead Infp.

r]
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) 44th TROOF CARRIER SQUADRON, LA
Office of the Intelli-ence Ufficer

13 rﬁﬁv 19“

STRJECY; Staterent of 2pd l&. Jackson %, Beyer. . A

™ : Whom It May Soncern, = 7 :
-

£ '[ wae pilot tho gecord ship, 2nd Blement, first flizht of the 44th
Squadron on the nizht of 12 ey 1944 at abovt 0345 hrs. After making our
turn at linrch at 0345 hrs at 4000' tc fly tp Cottesmore, w ation
anvroashin: at nmoﬂmtnl;,hb—eﬂ"’.l’é’ﬁn quadron l-'lwlor started -
*p0 ro Aown and I think our e : « Sharber, started to po dow.
Then he started to null no apd I th»t& ho Bull.'lll to the rizht. I continued
to -o down and then leveled off nt the sam® level as tis Sguadron Leader.
The last I gaw of It. Charher “e was zoinr up, Then I gaw a ~low in the sky
from our rear. [nth [ormations had navaational 1i;hts on at the time,

‘h' N T,
M ml. Ml‘ Jm';

Pilet, 2ad Ship, 2ad Elemont, let Flight,

.

A .

-~
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44TE TA COP CARRIER SQTADRON, AAF
Lffice of the Intellipgenca Officer

-

= 13 ey 144

GURJECT: Statenent of 2mu it. Karcl F. Rybos.

T i1 Yhom It sy Conearn.
1. On the morning of 12 lay 1944 I wae oo-bllot of the fecond Ship
Ln the Second Elament of the Pirst Tli'ht, 44 Troop Cerrier Squadron. After
ve had made our tunr at larch returmine to Cot n we wores flyin: at about
4500'. e saw a formatior appreachin: us head They had their navi_ation
14/t on as did ovr ships., We swung to the r&ﬂlt with our Lead Ship. Then
we turrod left and down, but our slemert loadsr, L&, Sharber, wert up and
straitht into the oneomin; formation, T saw a flare in the sky and pleces of
iabris ir the air. fhen Lt, Sharbar started to go up.and to the risht we
followsd for a moment, but -seinp we couldn't make it, we iove down snd out. :

and‘ u.. Mr ﬂmrpl.
co=Filet, Ship #47,

2nd ship, 2ad element, lst flight,

8
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44th Trocp Carrier Squadron, A4F .
Office of the Intelligmnce (Cfficor -

13 May 1944

SUBJECT s Stetenment ~f lat Lt. C.K. Willlams.

TC + Whom 1t may corocern, , 2

1. On the morning of 12 May 1944 I was pilct of the third ship in
the secomd olement, first flight, cof the 44th T.C. Squadrons As we left
March at 0345 hours on the return flight at approximstely 3500-400C feet,
ws gaw a nother formatlion appreacking us st atout the same eltitude, Lt,
Sha rber, cur element leader, started %ec. oliab, but we were unable to
fcllow Rime As hs went up he ncllided with u ghip of the oncondng formation,
oausing a Hlizding flesh and wn expluclon,

\ - 2

] .

) L
@éﬁk%ﬁ(f#‘-‘*’" '
let L., alr Corpa
nn’ Pilot, *

3rd ship, 2nd slement, lst fligkt,
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44T TROCP CARRIZR SQUATRON, AAF
-Uffice of the Intalli wroce Yfficer

13 May 1944.

SURJLIT: ZEtatment of 2nd Lt,, Antonio Fasano.
kol © : V¥hom It Yay Conoern. : ‘

1, I was co=pilot of the 3rd ghip, secound element, first flizt in
the 44t* "roo Carrier 3guadren on the ni-h% of 12 May 1°44, After we
m~da cur turn et Yar~h at about 4000' at O0%45 hrs, I saw a forration with
nevl ‘ational 11 hts on arproaching us at the same lsvel. The formation
kert cordng at us. Ther suddenly our Sguadron leader went down, it
Cherher gtarted to o up, and I noticed our ri-ht wing man peel off and o
down, I locked back and Lt. Sharbér had disappeared. (I think 'his lishts
tlerded into the other formation.) I made a gentls turn to the left and’
wart Jown., Inturnin: I saw a flash hi h of ' my rirht wing.

=i e———
2rd Lt., Ar Corps,
Co=pilot.

3rd ship, 2ud element, lst flight,



44TT TROCP CAZIER S4DRON, AAF
Cffice of the Irtelligence O'ficer

13 Vay 1944
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SUBIRGT:  Statement: of lst Jt. Claire (7T) Deok, 0-1704157

70 - : ‘hom Tt Vay Corcern, !
1o+ T =ns pilot—of-the sesord shipr in the "irst elersnt of the second

flisht, 44th Troop Mar isr Squadran on 12 Vey 1944 at 0340 hra, As we
annroashed Hareh at 4500'(my co=pilot was flying from the laft seat), we
aaw a group of planes with navigational passin; lights on at our lswl or
w little atowm, ‘he;” wore aprrcaching .5 almost hmad on from the left, 1
e A watchin~ ther foe we were clos:-ond my so=pilot held hig posit!en.
Ter 1% looked lika the' socord slement of tho Pirst FRAght was fairing alti-
tde. T Hhovit they were [olng o try snl =1 over the ancominc formetion,
Qur for=ution held the sam Yra’in_a 5 near na T pould tell and what appaar-:
“n he the =exprd #lswni of the Firgt flleht dseamed *o go thrais the on=

. damin forma tion 4rl Shen 1 saw o flash,axplosien, and the sky was tomporurt 1y
T4® sy I am vt 0 we whethar ap not oither formation changed hewlin:s upon
spprosching the otner, The sxplecion teek place to the rigit and somewhat

'. shaom ne ship, 5 .

ist Uh.. :\lr cnr?l.
Pilge, :
2nd ship, let element, Ond flight,



45TH TROOP CA-RIER SQUADEON -
ST TROOP CARRIZR GEOWP, AMF

-

AP L. 133. UeSe Amy,
16 May 1944,

—

SUBJECT; Collision Acoidemt of 12 May 1944.

“ 10 1 All Comoemed,

TIMEs 0400 _
PLACE: NW of March

le I was leading the first flight of the sesond aquadrea in the J6th
Group formation on the problem, Bagles I had just completed the turn at Mareh,
taking a course for our home base, when I notioced a formation of four (4)
squadrons on cur left approaching st an sngle of about 150° They appearsd
higher than our formation a firet but as we drew closer appeared to be more on
our Jevele I dedided to drcp down about thres himdred (300) fegs, but after
losing 200 feet saw that my perspesiive wus wrong and tnal they were consider~
ally above uss When this other fomation was in front of me, there was a bright
flash and ti§n "ire stresking out and debris scattering over the skye The ship
or shipa, 4 stinguishable, fell out of formation, tending to spin ws it fell.
I &d oot sse another ship pull up inteo the other formstion but other pilots of
my flight réported seeing a ship from the second flight of the 44th Squadron

gain altitude, o)imbing townrd the other formation.
i .
C}[ALNQ. /(/C‘Zu.g‘\

m Lo Hrmc.".ﬂ,

Major, AMr Corps,

Leader, lat Flight of
&nd Squedron in Group
Formation of 12 May 1V dide



SUNACT: Statement em Accidemt, 12 NMay 1948,
™ t Whem 13 may Cemoem.

nom.uwm.uunmumnn.tm. Gembdridgeshire,
te retura to our dase, I sighted smether formalieoa ayproaching surs from the
1eft at approximately 90°. Although I was flyiag high pesition in eur grewp
it sppeared that we would pass under
of safety. :

formgtion whea there was a Wiading explesion. I immedietaly turmed left te
avoid falling flame and dedris bl $hi

avay than I theught. My firet impression was that a wing plase ia the forma-
tion abeve us had collided with hMs el

pass below.

s z
4 L&

-!n ¥. um.

Major, Alr Ou'n.

Leader of Wtk Flight of 9

planes In Jrd Serial.
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, e . - APU 133, US Army,
‘ ks % 1-3&119%

I vas leading & formation of 1B ]ﬂ.;nn of the thh Squadron on Mission
"Epgle". e were in 3-plame V of V's witk G-plane flights in trail, the 35!11

~ Sguadror wes following us flying It&o same hmt.’.w.

Ye were eppromchirg March on the next to last leg of the return route at
oo alti tile of 4500' on a heasding of 959,. .u-—qna 1ha qm

M e point abont 3 ninutes wes% 3f March, MMEGIQMH I m-a 2 form-
ntlon approaching us Irm right to lelt, wuﬁv on the SN’ hepding Irom
March to Cottesmore. I supposel it was the first seriel of th-~ Group which was
composei of 36 planes. The cncoming formetion wae Bolow us, ¥ would say by at
least 500'. I thought that all planee of the J7eh e=2 3E¢h would pees sefely
over, But 1 did mnks a sli ki Yaim to the left and climd ebout 20C'. My flight
peesod above and in front oF the other formation, but in Jus§ a few seconds a
brillient yellow glsre 1it up the sigy. I checked-the planes Ln =y flight of 9
snd the co-pilot and nevigator checked the second flight of 9--all were siill

in formetion.

The turn ot March wee wels and we continuel tc Cottesmore where we de-
scended to 3500' mnd held untll we could eater the lamding pattern at 1570', all
pl-unpe of 374k Squadyon lanling in proper order. .

Tie wieslon Lumelf Lad gove ofl without inciient. Iy formgtion droppel
troaps oo L2 #1 st 0154, sme minute late. We had not sighted ths first serisl

af t¥. Groug wipce departing Cottesmore,
l}

MajJor, Alr Corp
Eilst in Lead Plune of
316¢h Gp's Jecond Seriael.



12 May 1984

I nad just ceen ii].d by ldent, Scnecnter, Ny savigator, that wo wers a
couple of mimtes trom tne turn at Mareh,.l was flyiag in a norsal position
for formation and was dead level with =y lead ship, °

h“nly anaircrart flashed into viev immediately aresad and slightly
belov crossing my path &t an angle from right $o left - i1acing us, I ilmmed-
iately dove mp snip streight anesd and just as I was starting down toat air-
crat't ﬂhﬂﬂtxw-wmlmmﬂmhhﬂ-. Just
pefore my vision talled I saw tas believed so be the No, 3 (lef:
wing) ship in our element going dowm &m-nﬁ. as I was and slightly
Munuunnuth-hﬂ. ¥hen I recovered sy vision sufficieatly to

see the instruments I was turniag sligatly to tae Mt still loosing al-
tum-ollut mn-wmmumunm-:m;unnh
of budicated NS00 feet to an indicated altitude of 3500 foet - - I straignsened
out -dmﬁdtomtmglm-lﬂ PN so Cotvemore,

E

Prior to seeing the saip pass directly in front of me I sav what wd
tohosmMud--chm'nut--ntcxmuu
for m short wnile I dscidad that 1t was safely balow ocur altitude and contimmed
to watch ay element leader,

Pilet - #2 ship, lst element, lst 9 ships (3bth Squadren)

[+
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below us, All at once ne turned to the ri ;
fde passed in froat of us and collided with the lead anip, ¥Tne plimes ex-
ploded immediately and we dove dowm and out to tne le1s,

e

=4

2nd Ideus,, AC,

Co-Pilet -#2 ship, lst slement, lst 9 ships (3otn Squadren)
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12 May 19%4 |

Nearing Raren I nouiced & formation of alroraft approacaing as if so cut
across our patn, I kept watching them &g the came closed, One started elimd-
ing and cut in tovards us passiag ia freat of our nese snd up iaso Major Farrie' s
ship, A large explosion occured and I was dlinded by the flash,

% . T, ok
ok Mtbsetilo

WAL:ER SCBUnTER,

2nd Ideus,, AC, \

Bavigater - #2 ship, 1st dlement, lst 9 ships (308h Squadren)



1 was flying on Uol, Fleet's left wing in the lead element of the mext to
last Squ{.dnnu tos formtion, We were approsching March when I noticed a
Iormation meeting us, It seemed to de several Dunised feet lower
engineer nit my arm and poiated anead and uader the
in a climbding turn - - locking as if it were headed straight for me, I instant-
1y started dowm and cut, There was a bliading 1lash, W) an
could be nsard over the roar ofths esgines - - tns plaae was shaking violently,
I thought part of she righs wing was gome and we all tnougnt we were ea fire,
I waps dPlinded for several secends and ca recovery round we were wll out of the

:
H
i

forma tion and still golng dowa, I leveled sut at 2000 feet and came home, I
don't Inow the exact altituds of the collision out sm sure it was a 1ittles over
4500 feet, :

/. ," _,:f ’:_z,;_’; ‘-;_

R, 5, WeATLERx,

“ u“‘.. lﬂ.

.

Pilet- #3 ship, lst element, lst 9 ships ( 3otk Squadren)



I was 1lying Copilot iz ship :lying No. 3 posisiea o snip that wa /
destroyed, Ye were approaching - ot

altitudd adove them wnen sur orev chief puntched smd yelled reganding'a
plane tnat was coming up at an altitude of a Pureuit insted of a OG-8/,

I dont believe the lecd ship saw it as no avoliding mansuvers were mde,
There was a Mrect hit and all seemed to expleds upem impact, Frem there

on only flame could bve seem,

BARL ¥, SHANK,
2od ldeus,, A0

Ce-Pilet - #3 ship, lst element, lst 9 ships (Jota Sguadres)



SECKhEL

12 My 1044

¥nile standing in the compani
a ssall formstion or planes of wnl
But,
we
loo
™™
ear

rigot of our formatiom,
element wnich wae the lead of
Pilot in our shi

was & terrifi

believs that
to the cabin
Them
all

orf 1s,

ving was

tne ground,

T/Sgs A,J, FRIXBYLSKI,

et

Crew Ohief - #3 snip, 1st element, lss 9 ships (3otn Squadren)




| SECKE

12 Moy Jokh

I was leading the fourtn formation of nime aircrart in the second serial of the
Slotn Troop Carrier Group formation om the morning of May 12, 1984, "Eagle® Miesion,

At arproximately u33}5 hours wiile flying on a course of m—uls 90 degrees
magnesic, between Peterborough and Marech, at an dtlhln of 500 feot, I noted

a large formasion of alrcraft sppreaching en a course of appreximstely 30U dagrees
in such a mamer as to intercept our course. It appeared to = that tois formation
vas at spproximstely the same altituds as our formasion,

To avoid a collisiom course, my flight of nine began immedissely to lose altituds,
at the same time it appeared that the lead of the intercepting usit alse ssarted
to dive so I stared a climbing lert turm and it was at this moment that it became
apparent from the resulsing flare of light thtsulnd-hlmm
in front of our aircraft, probaocly ia the mine ship formation immediately preceding
my own and such was, of course, the case.

» bl Gt/

- Caps,, Mr Corps

Pilst - Leadsr of secend § ships ( 3th Squadrem)
' 2 B, .
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12 Nay 138

I was leading #2 flight in the rirst nalf of the Joth Sgdn. formation. Ve were
maicing good a heading o1 -p!:ﬂ.-t'd; 9 degreéds, wnen we met anotuer rormation
wich was flying approximatdly 29U feev or 3000 Seet and coming in from

slightly to the right of us, As we came together ome ship that seemed to be

clear out of nis formation paseed over the right wing man in my flighs. I could'amt
tell vheme he ceme from,

Immediately 1ollowing tnis another ship coming direcsly at my flight,
but at a lower altituds, degan a slimbiag turm right. This msasuver
carried nim direwtly into tne path of eur lead elemen: and the result was a
large explosion. I was blinded temporarily, bu By eyes cleared up, w
were clear of the otner formatiep, I tacked my rlight onto the rear of the
37th Squadron and followed them home, :

il

oA 7T Tecedlen

1et Ideut,, Alr Corps

Pilet- Leader 2nd element of firss 9 lﬂpl (3btn Squadren)

)




ISECREL; 12wy 10% .

On the night of May 11, 1944, while on Troop Uarrier Mission "Hagle®, we ware flying
on a course of about 90 degrees at am altituds of 500U Teet as the third 9 enip
element of four, X

From my positiocn as Flight Leader of "C" Flight my crew and 1 observed = fligns of
aircraft crossing our course from the right, It appeared as if ome Squadron was
going under and darely in rromt nwtnﬂMuo‘lpd.Nndh!mmnm
Squadron, 3 ' %

Just as the Squadrom was under cur Squadron, one airplane from below suddenly mads a
steep climbing turm to the left, I was sure thers would pe & collision so I turned
my rlight to the left and climbed to get out of ¢ . There was & sudden flash

and an airplans fugelsge came in fremt of =y airplane and then fell in rlames,

I could not tell ‘Audrpl..mll-rw:nptmnt on account of the -

plosion, Vhen safely permitted we leveled off and one wing man and myself re-
turned to base, ‘ '

¥ VILLIAM G, WEEELER
lst Ideut,, Alr Corps

Pilet « jrd element, lst snlp, SH element, 1st 9 ships (3§82 T.C, Squadren)
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(t-,:f', Ltr War Department, Tepcrt of Alrcra®™ Adcident, dtd 12 ;nv 1544,
£-47:, #42-92679, 26th T.C. Scuadror ard C-47a, #42-108877, 44th
T«.C. Snradron, %18th 7. C. Crcup, USAAF 4°9)

030,983 -lt IBdc - G=19
HBADJC FTTES, 52KD TROSF CAPTITI 'CXG, AAF, AP) 133, US ARNY, 25 vay 1-s4.

TOs Commanding G=reral, IX Trocp Carrier Commarnd, APD 1¥, Uf Army.

AS 360.33 (12 May 44) . Bnd Inde ‘ BATE=15
_.nmm_.mm.ulm 29 May 1944

360,33 3rd ynd. - | B-1-12'
HEADQUARTERS, NINTH ATR FORCE, APO 696, U, 5. ArMy, 30 mmy 1944.

To; Chief, Flying safety, Ayrmy Alr Forces, winston-Salem 1, North garolina.

report of the Alrecraft gocident Committee approved.

.

C. R. FBIRBARI ‘)"'
Lt. Ool., Ar Corps, 266
Asst, Adj. Qeneral.

¥
For the Qummanding General,

<< Tncls,
n/a (2 oys ea w/d.)
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