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401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)

PORT OF OPERATIONAL

DAY

MISSION SUMMARY REFORT

MISSION # 196 Date-14 1945
ASSICNMENT

1. Assigned Terget: COLOGN®, GERMANY (Bridge)

2, Commitmentss The 40lst Group was to furnish the high 12 A/K squadron
for the 84th Group formatien. Also ¥ spares were to be
furnished for the smntire group.

' EXECUTION
le  Iurget Bombed: COLOGNE, GERMANY (Visual)
2, High Squadron Leader: Capt. Bo W. MERCER

Se

Lead Navigator:
Mickey Operator:
Lead Bormbardier:

Flight Over Englend:

. Takeoflft

lst Lt. L. E. GASKINS
1st Lt, J. T. DRESBACK

lst Lts T. J. KLEFISCH

As briefed. Despite low vieibility all ships made successful takeoff.

b. Squadron and Group Assemblies:

Good assembly on Glatton Buncher, One sircraft missing when the
group departed on time, on course.

¢« Route Over Ehnd:

Immediately after leaving buncher the high squadron fedl iuto pruper
group formatione The group was unable to follow briefed route because of
diffioul¥y im getting imte Division formatien. Control peint # 1 was
passed 2 miles right of course 4 1/2 minutes late.

-14&
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Kission Sumary Report (Gent'a)

4, Attack:
ss Tlight to Target:

Group was in good pesition and all aircraft in good formation.
Division column drifted te right of course about 5 miles but group reached
Point # 2 on course, one mimute late. Moderate flakencountered over
front lines., Group and squadrons took evesive action and no ma jor damage
was apparent in high squadron. Reached IP wa briefed except group was
four mirnutes early,

bs Bombing Runi

The squadrorn had two short legs before the bombing run so the bomb=
bardier used the bombsight and ARE and got a good wind. The high sgquadren
crossed over the IP on course and the leader set up his interval. The
Rhine River was very prominent on the left so that was the main check
and it was followeéd into the target area. There was gqui bit of smoke
over the river where the bridges were becausz of the groups’
bewbing., The bombardier could easily see the railroads which led to the
bridge on the right sc he aimed at the bridge Just south of it which was
the assigned target. About three times during the run he could meke out
parts of the bridge thru the smoke, The cross hairs were on the bridge
of the run and the bombs were salvoed when the indices met. DBombs were
observed to hit around the MPI. AFCE worked okay, all saircraft salvoed.

Ce niﬁ from hrLogl

There was moderate flak over target and all squadrons made sharp turn
right efter "bombs awey" and lost 600 feet altitude. Rally was good and
group came out right of course with no flak after target arsa,

de Return }_! Bage:

The group followed briefed route back, timings about 13 mimutes early,
The high squadron stayed with the group until it reached New larket. There
it received a cell frem the Air Commander to return to base. Our squadrom
made an instrument let down on Buncher add all ships returned safely to
home base.

e. Veather:
Weather enroute to about 4° E consisted of low clouds, gradually
clearing to CAVU from IP to target area. Weather over target was CAVU

with some smoke mand ground haze. BSemi~persistant contralls were encountered
in target area,

fo Fighter Support:
Fighter support was adequate.

g+ Comments on Formation:

Group formation was good and all ships flew good squadron formation.
- ' -
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Mission Summary Report (Cont'd)
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Te

10.

he Conclusions and Recommendations:
None.

Aircraft Not Attacking:

All scheduled A/C attacked target.
é_lﬂ. Oppesition:

No air oppesition encountered (see Flak Report for flak)
Batile Damage:  lMajor  Mimor  To Flak

0 7 7

Casuslties:

None.
Statistical Swmmary of Operations: (See attached form)
Bombing Data:

Be Coservetions:

The bombing was excellent, some 98% of bombfall being within 1000 f't.

of assigned MPI,

be Disposition of Bombs:
Hih Squadron:

94th Group == All 12 scheduled A/C attacked the primary target,
ihe 3 spares

dropping 42 X 1000f GP and 30 X 1000f RDX bombs on target.
returneing brought back 12 GP's and 6 RDX's to base.
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Kission Summery Report (Cont'a’

10, ¢+ Tebular Summary of Disposition of Bombs:

Aireraft Bombs
Over Bomb-  Num= Tusing
Target ing ber Size Type Nose Tail
Main Bombfall 12 12 S 3 GP 1/10  Non-delay
0 1 ROX 1/10  Non-delay
Other Attacks - - - - - - P s
Totel Bombs on Target 42 lgg GP 1/10  Nou-delay
3 1 BDX 1/10  Non-delay
Other Ixpenditures - - - - -
Bombs Returned 3 GP 1/1p  Non=delay
6 1 RDX 1/10 Non-delay
Totel (Loaded on AL Taking Off) 54 Non-delay

Non-delsay

1l. Lost Aircraft:

None.

Submi tted By:

KEN W, DAUBLE,
Captain, Air Corps,
Statistical Officer.
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HIGH SQDN. 94TH "B" COMPSS]  GROUP

Combat Sqa Leadsr:  GAPD. MERCER - Pater_yq

—

T Deputy-Sq. Leader: L?. HUBBELL

Deputy Gp. Leader:

6le S5C JABJOCK
613 IN LACRO

€l4 TW GOLFCLUB
618 IY BUZZARD

40lst formation at takeeoff,

2
02

=

sso(rrr) oruise, and over target.
. HUBBELL .
| 478 . 780
|
B L ' . Bomw
it ROADIAR -
™ 506
- ' | 983 l
} I | . 680
‘l 947
ST. AUBYN |
B o T D (e -—---—--—|_.-_...__
lm sa1
SPARES :
LONG
ow,
788 (SPARE RETURNED)
BLORTSCHER THORNE
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HEADQUARTELS

FOU.i HUND..2D FIAST .OM.A DMINT G.0U. (H)
Office of the Naviration Officer

Date 1% Januasy ‘"’

Lead Navigator's Narrative of laid on ol o b~

SU_LJECT
TO ¢t Commanding Officer, 40lst _ombardment 3roup (H), A<O 557,
U. S, Army.
1. Flizht plan and Loz attached.
2. Track chart attached.
3. Narrative:
as T/0 at 0923 hours.

.

C.
d.

f.
Le

Groupy formed at 1006 hours on o3 abt buncher.

at 7000 Tt.
Winz assembly was completed at

hours at Dungensss —— '

.oute over inzland dade(not) flo 8 briefed.

e e —

Methods of navigation over ingzgland.

Cee

Jivision formation was joined at
Flizht to I.7. was (Gagk) as Dbriefed.

Methods of navigation to the I. .

Cee and Mieckey

LOombd run.

(1) Actual I. 2. was (gat) as briefed.

; Actual drift

2

3

4) Altitude over target 25‘03

5) Time bombs away

6) Wind used for oombing :
7) Method of tarzet identification.

(
(
(
(
(
(

Mickey and Visual

NAF hrs. at g.h‘.. ‘

) True headinz over tarzet 310
B left -
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(8) Difficulties en boib run.

Very slight ran 5 miles right of drisfed
and 2 small Doulle Drifts to uneover

(S) weatier over Tarzet.

Light Heze No elouds

(10) Axis of withdrawal - :

Group rally was accomplished at at hrs.
Wing rally was accomplished at aT TO8% hrs.
Jivision rally was accomplished at at nrs.

Flight home was (ggl) as briefed.

. Methods of navigation on return route.

7inds aloft were (not) called out to the formation.

. Fighter rend&Zwous~were (not) as briefed.

e e e e —

Lterformance of equipment.

(5] 30210 Gonpaly e shesked

nadlio Compass

(4) Fluxgate 0.2 needs eal on seale
(5) Other equipment. “op

B e
1st It. AC

Lead Navigator. pmi squadrem
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STATISTICAL

SUMMARY OF CPERATIONS
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STAT SUMMARY (cont'd)

18, Time of Takeoff | i

19, Time‘ of Attaak 1338
. 20, Average Time of Flight .- -
t 21, Altitude of Release 26,200
| 22, Visual or PFF - VISUAL
| ' A Int, lot;r-'-i-:o Mod.
| 23, Dnemy Resistence = AA fco,| accuces e

24, . = Fighters wa——-— ' 3 i

25, " = Bomber - w '

26+ U.B, A/C Engaged by EnemyAf]  «--- !

o B Rkl SRR k‘-’lt

PFP A/C Borrowed from Groups as follows: -\
* PFP A/C Loaned to Groups as follows: ! L
- ' h
| e _
Homss s [ o W Toeie PRESR
) )
et
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? 7.D.A.G.FORM
B 12 E. ilodified
: 1-9-44 40lst BG APO 557
COMBAT BOI{BING FLIGHT RECORD
; BOMBARDIER _ g, ELEPISCH R ani
FLLVL CAPT MERCER ' TAKE OFF _ 0928
NAVIGATOR _  Wis GASKING Al RFLANE
TING 94tk GROUP - 4plst SQDL _High LANDED 1818
OBJECTIVE CALOGHE, GIRUANY (LPI)
LUETHOD OF AITACK X
Individual Flighc Squgdron Group wing
NUBIR A4/C T GROUP 12 COMPOSITE GROUP
DEFLECTION »UD RANGE SIGHTING GROUP Lewd A/G COLPOSITE GROUP
NUiBER A/C DROPPILG BOBS BY O.K SIGHTTNG OPSR-TION: & W
BOLIBS, TYPES AND SIZES 10004 G FUSING: 1OSE 3/30 TAIL HoneDelay
BOKBS, TYPES ul:D SIZES 1000 RiX ___ FUSING: TOSE 3/30  TAIL NomeDelay
< NUMBLR OF BO.BS LOADED __ 42 GF & SORIX RELEASED 4208  SORDX
INFORUATTON T RELEASE POINT: VISUAL
Altitude of Target 145 Temp Aloft: Metro =48 Actuel =48
;' True iltitude above target 25200 llag Head,order 306 Actual %
4, 1 _tude 25600 True Heading 319 <
3 Pressure alt of target o84 g @k Drift, Est % Actual 9L
Altimeter setting 20,92 True Track ’ m .
ColeineSe 180 . I.i.5._ 180 Actual Range ' u‘
3eSe Dat 26§ ~ctmnel 260 B.S.Type lmt
; , Wind Direc ietro _ gag .ctusl _ gg  Time 6f Relesse 1388
E . “ind Velogaietro __ 4 sctual 48 Intervalometer Setting Salve
DS __gpg Trail 48 ATF 41,68 Length of Bombing Run 43miles
; Ten. D.i. Est B8  Actual 59 C-1 Pilet Yes bm=5 -
ileen Temp: Hetro -‘.‘AB‘Wal al® anual Pilot -

I'ype of Release: Leud 4/C Salvo Type of Releasc: Other 4/C  Balve

’
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REPORT ON A.A. GUNFIRE.
so3 BOMBARLMENT GROUP (HV)
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HEADQUARTERS J-A~1
401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Communications Officer
AAF Sta 128, APQ 557
Reference Field Order _ 605 . 1l JANUARY 1945

SUBJECT: Communications Report, Operational Mission No 196 .

TO : Commanding Officer, 40lst Bomb Gp (H), AAF Sta 128, APO 657,

SECTION ONE - USE OF RADIO NAVIGATIONAL AIDS

1. Redio Beacons used: 2. MF/DF Fixes
Splashers 0 3. HF/DF Bearings - 8"
Fixed Beacons i ol 4, VHF/DF Homings PO
=2 Bunchers, England 1? 5. Distress Action 0
Bunchers, Continent 6. Total A/C using Gee 15
SECTION TWO - USE OF PFF
) HeX Micro~-H
1." Total A/C dispatched 1
2. Total A/C over target 1
3. Total scts usable for bombing 1
SECTION THREE - USE OF RCM
1. Total A/C using Carpet 11
2. Total A/C releasing Chaff L T
3. Total number of units released
SECTION FOUR - ACTUAL DEFICIENCIES BY EQUIPMENT
1. Interphone 0 6. Gee 0
2. VHF 0 7. HZ2X, E4smneit 0
3« Compass 0 B. Carpet Q
4, Iiaigon 0 9. IFF (6]
5. Command 0 10. SCS-51 -

SECTION FIVE - REMARKS

om O
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LEAD SQUADRON 94th B Gr “\p

Combat _Sq. Leader: COL BROWN Date: 13 Jan 45

—

Deputy-Sq. Leader: CAPT STELZER

Deputy Gp. Leader: CAPT STELZER

r)wah‘fu
o

18 SQDhh b . 8l2 SC JABJOCK

613 IN LACRO
€14 TW ¢ JL;« ~LB
I

_CUSHMAN(BROWN) ©LO IY BULZARD
1
W IN Qq 8550
|
? . NIELSEN BAKER(STELZER)
IN D, 6588 6 |
613570, _ 61454DL
IN B 6132 W X ssss
_GARTON gt _KING_ . FONDREN
nrr‘sns IN HE | 8607 IN A 6508 M T 8646
" ' ¥
IN R 6113 .
__GAREY __CURRAN '
N n] 8862 N 111‘ 1072
SPARE '
<. Spare Lead PFF IW C 8033 Disp 9
IN G| 8791 VIS IW R 7780 Disp 4

Grnd spares SC L 8637 Disp 17
SC C 9993 Disp/$
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Combat._5q Leadex; LT HORLEN Date: 13 JAN 1945

T M'DQFWY'-SC'L‘EB.der‘ LT LAWRENCE
Deputy Gp. Leadsr; CAPT STELZER

6l2th i 612 SC JABTOCK
HARLEN 614 TW GOLFCLUB
[ -

61o IY BUZIARD

JONES LAWRENCE
SC R 2393 sc P . 1891
\ - | ~
6]_'?_&8 QDL ' 614?‘_“ SQrL
CHRISTENSEN MORON
sc T 8788 IN K 8677
SCHLIEMANN COMER RICHARDSON WHITE
sC J 779 sc F| 8541 W P | 2012 IN %4 8330
fon COox | ! [

MORTIN FRENCH

_.__.___.p—!...._.__..__ .‘_.._._..-‘-‘__.—_,,_._

SC D 6992 SC A | 7628

‘ SPARES ' PFF SP LD IW C 8033 disp 9
CAMPBELL VIS SPID IN R 7780 4
GRND SPARES SC L 8637 disp 17
oy e L SC C 9993 disp 13
sC M | 7039

" HOWARD (COAST & RETURN)

SC N | 6506

t
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Combat._Sq.. Leader: CAPT CAMPBELL pate; 13 JAN 1946
Wi LT TURK
i Deputy-Sq. Leader:
Deputy Gpe. Leader: 8
615th - 612 SC JABWOCK
94th "B" HIGH SQDN. gt 613 IN LACRO
CAMPBELL 614 TW GOLFCLUB
. . 816 IY BUZZARD
1Y ® 7esey (PFF)
DEEN TURK
IY K | 8425 IY Q @ 8077
6% . Qe s
MoKAY MORTON
IY B, 1730 ' . A
DJERNES " HANSEN SORENSON COLE
sc L\ 993 {78 sty |20
I , IY P | 8758  -FW—D—¥sep IW 0 7602
Cacke 1%0ps  JONES | ' Wag. ookl g
L W6 ol K - tb Enj left
IY & | 7869 '
GRIMM, A.R. i WOLF
oo SR -
IY ¥ 8810 IY D | 8125
, SPRRES : PFF SPLD IN C 8033 disp 9
DrAEXIBO
VIS SP1D IN R 7780 disp 4
Ty GRND SPARES—SC T 8687 disp-17
e SC C 9993 disp 13
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SIX HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTI BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
5(5 FOUR HUNDRED AND FIRST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer :
AAP Station # 128

SUBJECT: Loading List. " e

T0 :+ Operations Officer, 40lst Bomb Gp (H) AAF Station § 128, APO # 657.
1. The following is the loading list for today's mission.
PLANE  44-8208

P T Csptain MERCER, BLMER W, 614th Sq
CP 1st Lt. ODEN, EDWARD C. "
N ist Lt. GASKINS, LESLIE E. .
B lst Lt. KLEPISCH, THEODORE J. -
RO 1/8gt. Zubrickas, Joseph 8. "
7 T/Sgt. Fowler, “ecil V. "
MO ;./n Lt. DRESBACH, JOHN T. "
b 8gt. Gurnieki, Sigmund A. "
WG 8/ogt. » Edward 3. "
PLANE  42-97780
P 18t Lt. HUBESLL, RICHARD 8. o
cP 2nd Lt. GOULET, AMBROSE F. "
K 1st Lt. MOORE, GEORGE J. .
B lst Lt. FLIEG, STANLEY W, »
RO T/5gt. Pool, Clyde W. "
7 1/5gt. Ross, Richard D, "
BY 8/3gt. Revette, John L. "
6 vs‘ . hu. W. 8. ) -
WG 5/8gt. Hearris, Joha C. "
PLANE 42-97478
P 18t Lt. MAYS, HAL C. "
cP 1st Lz, LIVINGSTON, HERMAN "
¥ 1st Lt. KOSKI, MATTHEW F. .
3 1st Lt. SCHAFFER, ROBERT L. -
RO Sgt. Bayes, Willie J. »
b > 1 . W. Clifford E. »
BT 8/sgt. Cole, Willisam I. .
76 8/3gt. Monacella, Joseph L. Jr. "
WG /8gt. Wilsen, Billy dJ. .
PLANE  42-97522
P Ist L%, 8%. AUBYN, GLENN H. "
cP 2nd Lt. THOMPSON, WALLACE "
N F/0 KAHN, CHARLES »
:o :/o CROSSMAN, ELMER B, »
fB“. m. m ‘. »
7 5/8gt. bearbern, Sarry R. .
BT m. » Gustave W, v
6 . Hickey, “arold J. "
WG 8/5gt. :m. John ¥, .
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g SIX HUNDRED AND FIPTEENTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
FOUR HUNDRED AND PIRST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (E)
0ffice of the Operations Officer
AAP = S8ta = 128 « APO - B5T
14 January 1945

SUBJECT: Loading List,
T0 : Operations Officer, 40lst Bomb Gp (M), Sta 128, APO 557

1, PFollowing is the list of Combat Grews participating in today's mission.
PLANE # 43=33779
pury TRAWK LAST (NAME) FIRST (1) SQUADRON
P lst Lte vdy John (1) 616%h
oP 1st Lte Hockadey Billy 8. .
N 1st Lt. Yousl Dale Re "
B 8/8gte Oviatt Barl D. .
RO Srte Weinstein Bernard D. .
77 T/8gt. Young Jack B. .
BT 8gte Caruth Merton A "
% 8/8gte Warn Albert E. .
FG 8/8zte Jencks Robert Le o
PLANE § 4251938 “
P 1st L&, Cracraft George . 8165th
cp 2nd Lt. Hagee Eldon Ce .
| 2nd Lt. King Jack L. .
B 8/8gte Guerin Roland Le "
RO 8/8gt. Penwiock Gordon Be "
T 8/8gte Jacqhart Robert Re "
BT cpl. Livezey Lowell G. »
Futl Sgte Hudson Leonsrd b
Fe 8/8gte Allen Lewis (max) .
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T : Uperations Officer, 40lst Bomb Gp (N), AAF Station ¢ 128, AVO § 867,
1. The following is the loading list for today's mission.

PLANE
r KERCER, BLMER W, 6l4th 8q
cP : Lt. m. EDWARD €, »
X ist Le. GASKING, LESLIE E. »
b ] 1st Lt. KLEFISCH, m‘f. :
RO vuﬂ. Zubrickas, Joseph
77 T/igt. Fowler, Cecil V. "
¥0 lst Lt. DRESBACH, JOMN T, -
b ] mt m A. .
WG o Gragela, Edward B, »
PLARE  42-97780
b 4 HUSBELL, RICHARD 3. -
cP 2ud Lt. GOULET, AMIROSE P, -
4 1st Le. HOORE, GRORGX J,. nd
B ;2,‘/:““. FLIEG, Gﬂlﬂ'! ¥. :
RO . Fool, m .
T 1 . iloss, Riohard D. »
g . ““:a :“ L. :
et} / &p. o Cs »
PLANE w
. 10t Lt. m;'m .
s 16 1 m nuh:':.. .
RO w. m. m. Je .
- m clifford k. ”
: M. s Willianm I, o :
" 8/sgs. Wilsen, Blly J. . .
PLANE 4297522
' _ ST AUBYN, GLEEN H. Ll
cP Znd Lt. THOMPSON, WALLACE »
X ¥/0 KANN, CHARLES »
Qm ¥, CRO3SHAN, NLMER :. :
g ' : Buﬂu-: Serry l: . :
5 & nwl. arold Js ; "
wa . #, Joln F, »

For the Squadren reder s

| LVAY H. CHAPMAN JR.,

v
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Deputy Gp. Leader:

' SQDN 612 82
° 9;71 S E13 TN WACRO
(=] 08 €14 T GOLFCLUB
7@, W Samaan 815 TY ‘BOLZARD
// /¢ . |
5 W G 8259(PFF)

JABTOCK

MAYS . . . ‘HUBRELL .
m Q }'mo W R | 7780
_ 8QDu AR
vh/ ‘ |
¥ 0 | 8779 s 8C N | 6508
no'm ™ G 068 sC H 2398 sc § (8680
{ i ]
STEELE
IN 8 | 2047
I
ST AUBWN ox (613)
™ ni 7322 N L | 894l
SPMLS7W
I_-CQ_GT__ SPARE PFF LEAD IN C 8083 disp 9
W N 8738 GROUND SPARE IY M 8571 5
_BLOETSCHER .
s¢ q 8153 m U (7708

/ |

Ho M.0., & last to fill in.
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