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401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)

REPORT OF OPERATIONAL

DAY

MISSION SUMMARY REPORT

MISSION § 222 Date 4 March 1945
ASSTGNMENT
l. Assigned Target: SCHWABMUNCHAN, GERMANY (Vis-GH)

2. Commitments: The 401st Gr furnished the complete 36 A/C 94th "&"
Groupe One GH A/C was furnished each squadron by the 38lst
Groupe. A spare accompaniad the lead and high squadrons,

EXECUYI ON

1, Target Bombed: SCHWABMUNCHEN, GERMANY (GH)

2. a. Division Leader: Lt. Col. W. T, SEAWELL (Dempsey)
Lead Navigator: Capt. C. We SELLERS (Tharpe-N0)
Extre Nevigator: lst Lt, R, F. WHITNEY
Lead Bombardier: Capt. W.W. DOBAN

be Low Sqdn Leader: 1st Lt, R. S. HAYES
Lead Navigator: 1st Lt. C. B. MINOR (Jenkins-M0)
Lead Bombardier: lst Lt. R. W. MURPHY

oo Bigh Sqdn Leader:  1st Lt. M, J. KOCHEL

Leed Navigator: lst Lt. A. B, AINLEY (Dean-MO)
Lead Boubardier: lst Lt. M. L. MOORE
8. Flight Over England:
a. Takeoff:

Some confusion existed at takeoff. Mission information was received
8o late from higher headquarters that some of the aircraft were s till being
loaded. The three lead aircraft were forced to take off late because GH
informetion for the bomb run was not received until after the takeoff time.
One aircraft taking off lest ®ntrol and ran off the runaway preventing
three from taking off,
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Squedron and Group Assemblies:

Squadron end Group Assembly progressed rapidly. The Air commander was
worried about the possiblity of bombardiers who were flying as Dr
navigators not meking the continantal assembly peint; epparantly no diff-
iculty was encountered this first time. Considering the take off diff-
iculties and the fact assembly altitude was raised 14,000' to 19,000' so
"Jooderaft B™ could form beneath us clear of the undercast, crews did a
very good job.

Continentel Assembly:

Departuse from point "A"™ was three minutes late since navigator said we
could depart late and still fly the briefed course, "Buckey8® White" advised
us to be higher than briefed on the l'ivision essembly line since high thin
cloud existed. This we did and experiencedno difficulty although we were
flying in and out of thin cirrus cloud. Division assembly was good., 94th
"A" was lst Division lead.

Attack:
B ﬂiﬂg _t'!. hﬂ.‘-l

We climbed throughout the route from Division assembly to CP #1
until we reached 24,000'. "Buckeye White" recommended & higher climb but
the Air Commander decided ageinst it because we could fly formation all
right in the cirrus. He so advised the following wings. Contrails were very
heavy. When north of Freiburg we met a B-24 formation withdrawing from the
target area. When 94th "A"™ was north of Leke Constance "Buckeye Blue"
called, said the targét was 10/10thsllow cloud covered, said he could not
get below the eirrus, said he could not top it at 29,000', advised the Air
Commander he was abandoning the mission and recommmeded that operations
be abandoned. We still were not experiencing too much formation difficidty
and it looke  the same ahead. There were no suitable H2X T/0's in the area
8o the Division leader decided to try for the primary. He so advised the
following wings.

Bombing Runi

Just before the IF the Air Comrander emnounced that bombing would be
done by GH, in squadron formation. Cloud cover was 10/l10ths, The GH
equipment in the high squadron wa: inoperative so they bombed on the Lead
sauadron's smoke merker. Both the Lead and Low squadrons made good im=
dividual GH runs with nointerference. Bombs were salvoed by all 3 leaders
and dropped by all others with a 100' intervalometer setting. The AFCE
in the leed sgquadron was OK. The AFCE in the low squadron hed toomuch
"hunt" in it so the run was made menually. Results were unobserwved.

niih_t From !l.rms

After bombing we anhino_d 24,000' until west of CP #2 after which we
broke into clear weather and let down. No further difficulties were en=
countered.
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Return to Base:

All ships (but aborting A/C 628) landed safely at home base.
Weather:

Weather on aseembly over continent was 10/10ths undercast with tops
et 11,000'. 8/10 to 10/10ths over route in and out. 10/10ths at target

with tops at 22,000'., Hazy and dense, persistent contrails for lead and
low squedrons,

Fighter Support:
Fighter Support was excellent.

Comuents on Formation and Interwal:

The air cammander would classify formation fair were it not for
weather difficluties. Considering weather he thought formation flying
was good. Squadron leader held a good position, never losing contact
in the weather,

Conclusions and Recommnedations:

The Air commander believes assembly on the continent saves some
gasoline and lessens flying fatigue since formation time is less., Diff-
iculty will be encountered, however, assehblying a wing on one buncher
because of the necessity of having e great height of clear weather. Except
for that one diffichilty, assembly of several groups on one buncher is
good =- visual contact can be maintained within the wing.

5. Aircraft Not Attacking:

A/C 43-38565 - No Credit. Due to last minute change in A/C, pilot took
off ten mimites after lest time of tekeoff and headed
directly for assembly buncher, arrived nine minutes after
group had deperted. (Other)

A/C 44-6484 - No Credit. No 1 engine caught fire- could not be ex-
tinguished so crew abandoned A/C which crashed and em=
ploded. {Mshoanical)

A/fC 43-37628 - No Credits A/C landed on the continent at A-81C with two
engines imoperative, No other information as yet
evailsble. (Mechanicel)

6. Enemy Opposition:

lio enemy air or ground opposition was encountered.

7+ Battle Damage:

umﬂc

8. Casualties:

None. ~3=
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@, Statistical Summary of Operations: (see attached form)

10, Bombing Data:

e. Ubsepvations:

Due to complete undercast, results wereunobserved.

b. Disposition of Bombs:

Lead Sqdn: All 11 A/ airborne attacked the primary target, dropping 43
X 500 #RDX, 28 X 500/ GP and 44 X 500f IB bombs.

Low Sqdn: Of the 11 A/“ airborne, nine bombed the primary target, dropping
%6 X 500fRDX, 18 X 5007 GP and 36 X 500f IB bombs. A/C 628
aborted and landed on the continent- the disposition of its 6
EDX end 4IB bombs are unknown., A/C 565 aborted and returned
6 RDX and 4 IB bombs to base.

High Sqdn: Iwelve A/C EET and bombed the primary target, dropping 66 X

500f RDX, 6 X 500/ GP and 48 X 500f IB bombs. A/C 464 had
on engine ocatch on fire, the crew abandoning it in the air e=-
thereby expending 6 RDX and 4 IB bombs in the resulting crash.

"

ce Tobular Summary of Disposition of Bombs:

' Aircraft Bombs
Over Bomb~  Tum- = Pusing
Target ing  ber Size Type Nose Tail
Main Bombfall 32 gz (145 500f RDX 1/10 1/40

P 1/10 1/40
W .8 B

.
Other Attacks B - - - - - -
Totel Bombs on Target Elg m ggx iﬁg i’;ﬁ

(128 500; 1B - -

Other Expenditues (Bail Out) ( ¢ 500 RDX  1/10 1/40
( 4 5005 IB 2 e
Unacoounted For ( 6 w RDX 1,10 1/40
( 4 IB o &
Bambs Returned (8 600f  RDX  1/10 1/40
(4 500/ 1B & 18
163 8OO} RDX 1/10 1/40
Total (Losded on A/C Teking Off) 47 ‘ﬁ GP 1’/%0 1;40
128 6 1B - -

1l Lost Aircraft: None
(A/C 4387628~ landed on continent-expected to return shortly)

Submitted BY;

KEN W. DAUBLE
-4~ Captain, Air Corps



DECLASSIFIED PER i
BY J4#P  NARA DATE (/- Lf (O !
== Sl L

=
T
-~
4
=4
™
-

1886

IH NYALSYI










IFIED PER A/A/) F4S0005
YV ) | 7S &






















	IMG-073584
	IMG-073585
	IMG-073586
	IMG-073587
	IMG-073588
	IMG-073589
	IMG-073590
	IMG-073591
	IMG-073592
	IMG-073593
	IMG-073594
	IMG-073595
	IMG-073596
	IMG-073597
	IMG-073598

