— -—
e e
- o 1 ——y

~ DECLASSIFIED PER 55}9-15\?%5
i ,NARA DATE _JJ\4]\\
..'—-r._,_....-wr""'.-

! !....,.'...v
—— ™ " b i
—TTTT —‘-f"“w e

REPORT OF OPERATIONAL

——— — — — ——— o — — — o — —

MISSION No, £ Date: 22 DEC. 43
. OSNABRUCK , GER.



DECLASSIFIED PER_NN()

i3

h
18

,NARA DATE

mm'-wuuututuma.nmxm.

.Y mm: wMMmﬂ_w»yHm .Mm.u_m
: .M,MM i i g (o
i {l Mmzdmrwr mwmﬂw
aM. u.w.m i mm M.un um 3 “mw..mw
¥ *ei”3
m mn.mm m ity m_ﬂ mmmmmh
i
m WWM 15 hm ; “Wmhhm
S o B $8 3U0& ;385
. m mmw mmw_ mu“m.w M.MMM~ mnw _ m
{: h __mmmm“ﬂmmm wwmmm hhnmm.,

wle



~ DECLA
BY |

LASSIFIED PER

, NARA  DATE ﬁimi_\\_ |

.ﬂﬁm(‘)m“o

and bechnique, it is

.l! nuwmﬁnnxunxmzummm
aloohol, 1 or other 4 ng

S !tuWMMs'ﬂMNWMuﬁm

of PFF airoraft in order to give the mdditional navigator necessary equipmsnt
‘equipment

to supplement his "DR" navigation, snd to serve as spare "G" box
'ﬂdthﬁﬁMdM TReS

Colonel, Alr Corps,
Comnandinge -
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HEADQUARTERS E-C-1
401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE OPERATIONS OFFICER

22 December 1943
SUBJECT: Qperational Narrative, Mission No 7.
TO ¢+ Commanding Officer, 40lst Bombardment Group (H).

1, Twenty three (28) eireraft, inecluding one PFF ship, took off
for the mission of 22 December. Three ships - 42-31033, 42-39846 and
42-39637 aborted. The Group had 20 ships over the target.and hence ;
one credited avortion. Two ships returned early begause of meshanigal
failure and one ship because it took off late and failed to find the
formation,

&, Wing Assembly was not made as briefed, The high bex
lost the formation on & 270° turm. The lead box
changed its flight plan and went from Deenethorpe to
King's Lymn. This information could not be given to
the high box because of VHF difficulty and hence they
did not come into Wing formation until approesching
the enemy coast.

b. The lead box made good its times at King's Lynn and
the departure point. The plan of departure from
Deenethorpe buncher at the last possible time to make
good the departure point, if necessary to assemble the
Wing, hed been advised by the Wing Navigator and infore
mation to this effect had been transmitted by to
861t Operations prior to tekeoff. The S4th W fell
into fourth place in the Division assembly.

¢. No ships were lost due to enemy aection, but one was hit
by a falling bomb over the target. It returned to
Bongland; the crew bailed out and the ship orashed in an
open field near Polebroock.

d. No flak was encountered; no reports of enemy fighter
attacks were turned in; no battle damage was sustained,

@, No bombs were dropped as the 94th Wing FFF was not oper-
ating properly, and the confusion at the target and rally
point (see Leader's narrative) was such as to prohibit
bombing & selected target of last resort.
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2. Group formation at take~off (see attached formation sheet)

o t:. Group formation over the target (see attached formation
8T).

4. Pgeition of the 401lst Bombardment Group in the 94th Wing
formation;

ALLISON ¢ BROOKS, °

Major, Air Corps,
Operations Officer.
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GROUP 'ORLATION

COLONEL BOWMAN
Combat Flight Leader: IXXEREXKERRRE
i i lDaEei
Deputy Flight Leader: MAJOR BROWN
Graup Call Sign: B Fighter Call Sign

Ground Contrcl:

FORMATION AT DEPARIURE FROM

€13 sapv BASE (Pertains to par 2 of
(Lead) narrative report).
"ca«ﬁﬁn‘“_'xfc#'
v | 720 (®¥)
Dl SRR B
“a'II“‘“I“__A'/G‘;f
_E - 207
LOCEER LAWRY
8 R R ¥~ CaIl T K)ok
o | ss07 B 1083
€14 SN (Low) 612 SN (High)
CHAPMAN A H GARLAND
GaIl - | &/0F Cell . A/GF
¢ | osar X e
W :
Ca i/ Ca i /G Call . R/GF E'afi AJCF
x 1086 F I 988l g | 2087 N | %4
| PECK ; ' 4€%
Call | &/0F Cal A
0 -1118 G 1084
_. 1 :

Call mA/'c# Cak i (o ca /e vk T?@
i 1064 - J . 9820 . ’ 9837 o 7838
| ,

| Ca 1 8/ Cqr ,
SPARES
G 7809
. :.
Ca | A Ut L [
¢ | C? 7 A /G C
+ e ’ 1077 E | 7eas

1 I
Sall , A/CEF caﬁ i h/CF
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QVER IIE TARGET
GROUP FORMATION

Combat Flight Leadei: 1

(Date) L
Deputy Flight Leader: |
Group Call Sign: Fighter Call Sign L
Ground Control: L A ;
FORMATION OVER TARGET (PERTAINS TO
SQDN PARs 3 OF OPERATIONAL NARRATIVE),
‘carr"'"“l““ﬁf:#
l R R
STELZ¥R STANN
Call” | TR/ C‘aTII""‘G“"“‘ﬂ,*ﬁ
b o) s M L
Shotts
Call  — A/of
K op
LOCHER DRPSEY
GaXl =1 A/t . CaIl T Ko
0 | 507 F B33
SQDN SQDN
CHAFMAN GARKABD
Gall ; L] OF Gaxl . BJOF
G | ouy H 826
HOLLAND | canack
Call L/GE Gall . A/OF (7% i D W< S Call A/
X 036 r |aa ) .
| PECK r ' MeGRER
Call l LG Call AJGE
0 - 136 G o3k
DAVES - WILSON : GRINHAM KAMINSKI, OoJ.
qail ., A B 0% S ¥ R+ e 7 CALL &/CF
" | 06k 7 820 ¢ | 9ok A wo
o e
- Ghapmen i
TCGa 1 A/CE
SPARS I
- |
- el Y i : -. CHRISTENSEN
_ Sas ':,“DE%_ Tall AJCF
DR e s v 87 | x H

]
i
|
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HEADGUARTERS
401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE NAVIGATION OFFICER

APO 634

SUBJECT: Lead Na'v'igatb-r.'s Narrative of Mission Flown _22 December 1943

TO

Commanding Officer. 401st Bombardment Group (H).
APQO €34

Flight Plan end log attached.

Track Chart attached,

Narrative,

T/O at 1051 hours.

Group formed at 1225 hours at feet.

17,000
Formed CBW at 1226 hours at 17,000 feet.
Began climb a-t 1230  hours.

Reached altitude at 1323 hours.
leather encountered over England:

(1) ‘Clouds 4'_5/10ths

(2) Vieobility 10-18 miles.

(3) wind at altitude ﬁ?___ degrees. 98

knots per hour.

Bﬁ?ansG of navigation over England.

ee Box
2. Pilotage
51 DIR._ -

Means of checking Metro Winds

Pilotage

Joined task force at 1pgghours at Spl. #5 (city, splasher,

' Coordinates) = 52 48N 22E

Departed English Coast at 1262 hours. 52 48N 01 26E

Arrived at Enemy Coast at 1326 hours 52 30N 04 36E
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e wigivkay Resddaveis i
(1) Going in: 31580 hours. A48
(2) Coming Bac!: _m_ hotirs. '

l. Wind used for bombing:

(1) = % degrees.

(29 knots per hour,

(3) How Determined:

m. Description of Bomb Run and Method of target Identification:

: (1) Reached IP at V884 hours.

(2) Mag heading over target degrees.
(3) Altitude over target feet.

(4) Time bombs away - hours.

(5) Method of target ldentification and weather over target:

n. Difficulties encountered with Radio,

compass, and special ‘

equipment:
2 Equdpment out
Gee iquipment out
o. Gee: 62 3uE
(1) Coordinates of furthest fix 06 008

(2) Time 1daty hours.,

p. Comments:

From I¥ to target two eombet wiags eut io on our wing

nd we had %o swiag off our bosd run,

STGrA TURe MALLIAM B, ANDRERSON
Sad Lb. A O
Lond fiavigetor



TRACK CHART

TARGET Date. /2—z2 Zeee = Route followed by ChlaaT o
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FIHT  PLAN

piLoT_Col B, 9, Bowman NAV!GATOR_MM DATE__22 Degember 1043
STATIONS g925 ENCINESIQ“_TAXI 1035 7.0. 1050 | ‘SUN MOON TWILIGHT
LEAVE BASE: i RISES | SETS | mISES | sETs | A.M. | P M.
COAST OUT: 1280 -
ENEMY COAST: 1321
LB 2349
TARGET: 1356 .
ENEMY cOAdl 1452 — WATCH SLOW  RATE SEC'S GAINING PER
|_Sag Cogst In 1537 HOUR_—_LOSING
FROM ws/v LAS. TAS COU-| DRI- | TRUE Al MACG. CELESTIA
cepm 2 5 i A o T e e
357 3hiy
CGranthem . 9
170 | £2| 83 22 1‘62
176 | 131| A3| 14 22 1
7
000 175 | 78| £2| 80 90 38 10
184 92| £5 97 16 118 31
192 | 110| A0| 120 128 58 | 15
_/ 192 | 110| A0 120 127 30 8
y / 120| A1l 1A 137 19 5
T, e o 17| #2| 9 85 18 by
|52 158 OF 508
S N S [ /' 192 | 9| 2] a 87 10 22
e Y AR / 355 | -5 | 320 326 T ™
R g / 27| - 6| 28| 6| 27 33 | 1}
B R 23| -6 27 274 93 | 38 1459
|52 36K 0l 368
i O, S 250 | 13000 | 1 1 28 | =6 272 | 17 55
|—Splasher #% 3
52 52N__01 24K - 222 8000 170 | 200| £9| 209 150 30 13 1550
| Splasisar #6
_s222N QL ofE_|| 260 moozxf 150 | 27| -4 23 1 | 63 | | wa
Ay = gy <FL. § 253| #2| 255 |20 265 || 133 | B | 33 | 2e0
o || zas®|Poss . FOR osr e 120! fouRs
PRI RE nan WX (& MIBSION) W
’ » Tils HEICHT DIST
TIME g;:':n‘;‘:ﬂ‘o‘"'- GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ﬂ}l:.!'i. 2 ¢ lras g*':.- RTSF" TIME| E.T A
| TEMP,
1051 T/KE OFR . /] ; 33| 15| 1128
w3 | 16| s |10 20 /
1130 12
17200
1225 Departed Bese -22 38| 103| 1136
1239 |70/74 A2 |72 8| Five miles right of Lynn as0 | 44 26| 37|20 | 2289
1242 0l A |é -32
1250 56| Ak 20 Gee 52-40N 01 228 bplasher #5 i 20000 225 114 33| 1321
1252 77| #2 79| &
1259 92| #5 |97.| 204 Gee 52 48 02168 1A
1305 n|l o |7| ed cGee 52995 02 s 23“;
1310 38| -7 a 4o 2y
~40
1315 3| -8 25 31 Gee 52 4LON 03 36
1320 62| T Gee 524N 040 | 0
1323 | 48| -5 (43| 53 25, _
1325% ag Gee 52 JoN 04 358 (Wind by Gee) IF /uy mrw—;ssr




. . . i _ HEICHT

T wW/V .
TiMg |COU:| USED frRuElMAC NAVICATIONAL GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 1!4’:3':'{ ¢ |ras|DR 2'3' TIME| E.T. A.
~ RSE: | &ZOR HDNCHDNG OBSERVATION 7k A C.S.| RuN
D.R.DRIF, TEMP.
1328 80| £2 | 82|90
1334 B17 Avorting By
1339 (16| £9 |125]135 !
13 ~ Be17 Aborting
13k | 105 | ¥7 1= [120| 25?33
1348 ar-| #9 | 9k |202] Fighters at 3 o'clock 2,18
1355 | 63| =2 | 61| 69 Flak ahesd 26,500
1403 28 26,500 5] 70 (29 [ 1432
Li0 |268| = zru+ 272 15 25,;99
1422 B-17 Going out of formation (Descending ‘ 45 | 19| 1451
1432 264 Fighters up high at 12 o'felock 15 26,200
1,35 B-17 in trouble below % 26,300
1437 | 255 | =1 |254 |262| Pe47's high Ly
| 286 26,300
154l | 284 | =7 |217 | 286| Gee 52 338 09 00% 26,000
1450 | 278 | -6 |272 |28 Gee 52 378 Oh 258 " L 2,000 156 | 10| 42 | spL1s).
1458 =5 |281 [ 30| Ges 52 358 03 51% FL 200 :
1504 | 272 | =5 |=267 |276| B-17 out of comtrel at 0400 - yl?.gg
150 ' | 283 | -4 (277|286 Gee 52 31N 03 598 - : 18,000
150, 284, 1 18,000
15175 | 268 | -5 |263|272| Gee 5238 02 265 . j/n.m
T 309| Gngiish Coast GEE | 52 36N O1 A8 4,000
1535 | 295 | #8 | 2u4 258 5 2 ’-‘-‘i'g
1538 | 260 | 0 | 260\ 270| Ges 52 384 01 106 , = 66 | 33 [1612
1546 | 273, -2 277 287 j _@
1555 zﬁJ‘m y/ 5,000
1557 | 270 | =2 278 I I.OEg
1605 272 2600
A #5
l
R e e e o NAVICATOR

1
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HEADQUARTERS
AAF STATION 128
APO 634 U. 8. ARMY

22 December 1943

SUBJECT: Group Bombardier's Narrative, Mission No., 7, Osnabruck, Germany

TO + OCommanding Officer, 40lst Bombardment Group (H)
APO $634, U. S. Army

1. 10/10 cloud coverage over target area. Bombing approach was
to be made on PFF equipment but it became inoperative during epproach
to target. The PFF equipment ceme on again and approach was made by
operator on another Germean city selected by erew., Two wings converged
on the 40lst Group, bomb doors were immediately closed, and mo
bombs dropped by PFF equipment.

2, Twenty-two (22) aircraft took off with 264X 5001b, M~-43 GP bombs,
one (1) PFF A/C with 6 X 500 1b, M~43 bombs. 168 X 500 1b, M-43 bombs
were returned by 14 A/C. One (1) PFF A/C returned 6 X 500 1lb, M-43 bombs.
Five (56) A/C emergency salvoed 60 X 500 1b M-43 bombs in the chammel by
order of the airplane commander. Two (2) A/C emergency salvoed 24 bombs
near the target area, Airoraft 42-39820 salvoed twelve (12) 500 GP bombs
in the channel by order of the asirplane commander, no reason given,

JULIUS PICKOFF
Captain, Air Corpe
Group Bombing Officer
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22 Decenbe,
SUBJECT: Lead Bombardier's Narrative, Mission No. 7, Osnabruck, Ge.
T0 ¢+ Commending Officer, 40lst Bombardment Group
mllu.s.l.n;' o

1. Lead Bombardier's narrative not necessary. FIT oquipment used.
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Terget:

*¥Tlevation: Take-0f'Ff:

_ﬁé-te:
22 December 1943

Bscort:

Description and Remarks:

———

#¥Pressure Altitude
of Target

Fese

500 1b M-45 GP

Tyne & Size of
**Romb g

¥Altimeter Setting

A L

=0, of Bombs
Loaded

“Fuzing: Nose 3710
Tail 1/40

*1n0, Nltitude

25,000

T #slintial Point  *0rdered  Actual
07 BOE

*True Altitude ‘bove Terpget

~xLenglh of “xTime of

28,860 . -Ram Run
“iir Spesd (MPH) TUTGIAS | TAS *Mag, Head., Wag. Heed.
_ 150 830 Ordzred 87 ctusl
*Ground bﬁééd *E5 5 srfctasl  xTime of #%N3, of Bombs

“Drift  *Forecast

felause Released
*Iype of fdrein calvs Individual dJett.
Relzase: Ret.

T xictual

15,040

*Actual Range

xPuint of impect
{1f Seen)

XTan, Drop. Angle *Bske.  Lctual *FALrDLa s RN T R R
P g .& o ‘I-!!} No.
is ¥ Irail *¥xDilot iy

x Dise S?eed 180.6 ‘56 Gol. He W. n
**Actual Time **B.S., Type *¥lJavigator v g

of Fail W88 - .. o, __L%. We By Andersom
W'"_’"Wi'ﬁ&f W Wl nd i T(“T‘p leup b ~ 1
Neight | Direction Volocity | Forecest  Actwed i Bopas s

*Eate xhgtual | *Bot. |xActual | * T

TO00 9B i o I i [ L e
8000 B a3 _____-f_“____ﬂ____lw - ,_E_____,_ﬁﬂ
5000 T | e
1630!: : A —
20000 50 e AT YL .
260000 ; eyt
52000 | &80 86 =41
800 T 260 65 ot ..
50000 | | ! L

- | ! ORI R R 5
FFill in Gofere terr-of.  s&R)L In aiter lemding = FAlL 10 GUring Lght

-
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STATION NO. 128

APO 634 |
22 December 1943

SUBJECT: Mission Summary Report.
TO ¢ Group Operations, Station 128,

1. Abortives.

&. Alrplane No. 42-39837 returned early for the
reason that aircraft could not cateh up with formation,

2. Battle Damage.

g. None,

CHARLES W, HUNT,
1lst Lt., Alr Corps,
Group Engineering Officer.
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HEADQUARTERS
40187 BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)

Office of the Armament Officer

A.P,0, 634
22 December 1943
SUBJECT: Armament Narrative, Mission No, 7, 22 December 1043,

TO ! Commanding Officer, 40lst Bomb Group (H), APO 634,
U.8. Army.

1, The following Armament malfunctions were reported
at the conclusion of the mission of 22 December 1943,

&, Three Chin Turret Hydrauliec Charging Units
failed at high altitude, - -
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SPELRET Torm 00-Amm-2A

MISSIO™ REPGET AMTU“I"FION
ALF Station No._ 128 ) D.te of Mission 22 Daceuwber 1043
Group__401st Eomb Group - 3
Type Aircraft__ E=170
I - Alrerafts Departed 20 plua ) P.F, !
Returned early 1

Attacking terget @

Lost_in crash . # € d1d not att t
08 S(Alau.tg&m)

I1 - Bombd: Initial Load (total) 500 1n 3“ /10 - 1/40

Expended (on target) $00 1b, 0
(jettisoned) ___ 600 1b. . Baml

Returned S00 3h, 168 = _Ssue

Unaccounted for

II1 - Flares: Landing, bombing &
photoflash carried

Expended (type & amt)

IV - Expenditures of Small Arms Ammunition (by rds per gun position)

Position Cal, No. of Guns ammunition Expended
Cal,.30 Cal..B0
Lhin Turret 50 42 e | -
Left Nose @ _ " 7 -
Higzht Yose . 17 ﬂLq
Upper “urret _ " 42 1210
Lower Turret v 42 _u_&o_-
Eedio Gum . 21 6680
Left Waiet . 8 1010
Rizht Waiet - 21 1020
Zall Guas " 8 42 1138
Zotals 255 _ 9365

SECRET ' (over)
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Totel 4/C Reported by gun position:

fal, .30 rds.

—_—————

Cal..50 __ 9388 rds.

Totel evpended from ebortive 4/0:

Cal, .30 rds.,

Cel..50 m! rds.

Expedned A/C lost or missigg:

rd8,

Cal,20

CAY B0~ rds,

Group totals:
CEY T rds.
Cal..50 16620  rd-.

V - Remarks:

Group 61d mot attack terget,
A/C 835 - 612th Bomd Sq - crashed after crew bailed

out,
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HEADQUARTERS (J=a=2)
LLO1ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE C NICATIONS OFF ICER

AAF STA 126, APO 63L

22 DECEMBER 1943

SUBJECT: COMMUNICATIONS REPORT, OPERATIONAL MISSION NO 7.
T0 ¢ COMMANDING OFF ICER, LO1ST BOMB GP (H), AAF STA 128,
APO 63)

1. USE OF VHF SET.
CHANNELS "A", "a8", & "D" Avuuau.
TRANSMISS1ONS ON CHANNEL "A":
026 - conncna WEATHER SHIP FOR GROUP uuota.
036 = CALLED GROUP LEADER TO REPORT HIMSELF IN TROUBLE.
7 = ROUTINE FORMAT|ON MESSAGES.
833 « TOLD 036 THAT "SILVESTER DF" WAS cALLme.
« ROUTINE FORMATION MESSAGES.
m MON | TORED CHANNEL "B™ BUT DIDN'T RECEIVE ANY=
HING,
S 090 & 835 WONITORED CHANNEL "D" FROM 1305 TILL
ND OF lulou BUT DIDN'T RECEIVE ANYTHING.

2. VHF/DF BEARINGS.
NONE OBTAINED.

5+ HE/OF BEARINGS.

NONE OBTAINED,

- b ME/OF FIXES.

NONE OBTAINED.
5. DISTRESS ACTION TAKEN.

6. RADIO BEACONS USED.

e LW Thrwms ot

NOT UBED DEENE THORPE
. 2 6, 16 c DEENETHORPE
16 NOT USED NOT USED
0 . 6, 7 16 NOT USED DEENE THORPE
E 6, 16 NOT USED DEENE THORPE
1 y 6, 16 - NOT USED DEENE THORPE
847 NOT USED DEENETHORPE

L -1 - -y



COMMUN ICAT IONS' .= PORT, OPERATIONAL MISSION «U T, 22 DEC 3.

6. (CONTD)

- MAXIMUM RANGE OBTA(NED
N 04 DID NOT USE DID NOT USE
ot DID NOT USE DID NOT USE
8.

NOT USED.

9. USE OF WE/OF SECTION.

SECTION ™G" AVAILABLE. NOT USED.

1.

HEC DN TRANSMITTER TUNING ON LOW
FREQUENOIES.  OHEGR MECEIVER FOR SHORT.

826 LOUD SQUEAL ON VHF, NO 91 COMMAND TRANSMITTER
OUT, COMPASS NEEDLE STICKS ALTERNATELY.
ggz WHISTLE ON VHF,
COMPASS = NAVIGATOR'S INDICATOR SPUN.-

INTERPHONE = CHECK NAVIGATOR'S & BOMBARDIER'S
POSITIONS (CUT OUT).

0 SQUEAL ON INTERPHONE .
1 CHECK NAVIGATOR'S POSITION OF INTERPHONE.
036 INTERPHONE TRANSMITS INTERMITTENTLY. NO 1
COMMAND TRANSMI ouT,
gg LIAISON WILL NOT TUNE ON HDIW FREQUENCY .
CHECK RANGE ON COMPASS .,
INTERPHONE WEAK AT ALTITUDE.

337 CHECK BOMBARDIER'S POSITION = iNTtRPHM, BAD
CONNECTION,
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COMMUNICATION. .PORT, OPERATIONAL MISSIC .0 T, 22 DEC L3.

13. ANFORMATION ON WMEACOWING.

090 REPORTED SPLASHER 7 MEACONED AT 1500,
809 REPORTED SPLASHER 7 MEACONED AT 1330,

e R AT FFICUL .

072 REPORTED SPLASHERS 5 & 6 JAWED,
0%4 REPORTED SPLASHER 15 INTERMITTANT AT CLOSE RANGE.
091 REPORTED SPLASHER 5 JAMVED (BY CODE).

BUNCHER WAS IN OPERATION ENTIRE MISSION, EXCELLENT
RESULTS WERE DBTAINED BY NAVIGATORS WHO REPORTED
APPROXIMATE RANGE OF 50 IllL!So’

%. NG .

VHF/DF STATION WAS IN OPERATION ENTIRE MISSION.
RESULTS WERE UNSATISFACTORY FOR REASONS UNKNOWN.

7. REWARKS.

DEFICIENCIES BEING INVESTIGATED AND CORRECTED.
NAVIGATIONAL AIDS VERY USEEUL.

%%.%z:,f/:. (43%)

COMVUNTCATIONS OFF 1CER.
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
STATION 128 - APO 634
U. 8. ARMY

22 December 1943,

SUBJECT: Narrative of Osmabruck Mission this date,

™ + Commanding Officer, 40lst Bombardment Group (H), APO 634.

1. Twenty three (25) A/C took off to attack the marshalling
yards of the oity of Osnabruck in west central Germany. Twenty one (21)
A/C including ome (1) PFF ship reached the target. Reason for failure
to bomb appears to be due to the fact that A/C from a diversionary raid
on Munster in turning off the target came across the course of this divi-
sion thereby eausing the division to deviate from course and miss the
target. One A/C returned early. This A/C No. 9846 turned back at Bas-
singbourne at 1130 due to failure of No. 1 and No. 8 superchargers.
ome A/C was lost on this missiom. A/C No. 7835 was hit over ememy ter-
ritory by a bomb from a B-l7 of the group flying above., The bomb hit
the No. 3 engine imocking out the engine and remdering the landing gear
useless, The A/C returned to the vicinity of this merodrome where all
crew members bailed out successfully. Prior to bailing out the pilot
placed the A/C on APCE on a course of 50°. Later Capt. McMichael, 94th
Wing, A-2 reported that ship erashed near Brampton. All other A/C re-
turned to this base.

2. Approximately 6 ememy A/C were seen idemtified ms Me 109's,
but no encounters reported., Friendly fighter support was reported as
good. A friendly P-38 was reported to have tacked onto thids group ap-
parently in distress. A short time after it is reported that this p-38
was fired on by another B-17 and the P-38 went down in flemes. A detailed
report on this is being compiled and will follow.

8. Flak reports indicate that little or no fire was directed at
our group. Meager flak was seen near target area.

4. There were no personnel casualties on this mission,

6. Ome (1) B-17 was reported going down over the channel. Ome
parachute was sesn to open. Thiswas reported to Air Sea Rescue Service.

W. B, FRY,
Major, A.C.,
@Group 8-Z Officer.
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HEADQUARTERS AAF STATION 128
4018T BOMBARDMENT GROUP (W)
APO 634 US AmMY

22 December 1943,

SUMMARY OF EOT N&WS

On todays mission to Osnabruck, the following Not News Item was
reported,

1. Our A/C No. 091 - 317~ reported seeing, at 1505 hours, a
B 17 going down, apparently out of contrel, at 12,000 feet on a
heading of 263 degrees Mag. The approximate position of the A/C in

distress was 52 degrees 32' N - 03 degrees 27' B, One parachute
was seen to leave the A/C.

We B. FRY
Major AC
Group S~-2 Officer.
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INTERROGATION FORM

GROUP4Qlet SQUADRONG1S®A A/C NO. gy LETTER 0 et 23/13/48

POSITION BRIEFED DEP LEAD POSITION OVER Tarie.m,tra_p = 1 ELEMENT - LEAD 8,
T/0 TIME 383~ _ TIME LANDED
PILOT ROBERT P, WAGNER RADIO
MaJ, BDUIN W, BROWN  CO-PILOT AVI BALL-T
2nd L7, JACK A, DUGE NATIGATO! L-TiS T
md 1P, ALVIE | ROk R~WLIST
IOP-T T-GUNNER
OTHERS
ROUTE AS BRIEFED: YES (7. (DESCRICE) LITTLE 80. F COURSE PAST IP AND RAST

OF TAROR” - TURNED LEFT AND CAME HOME, ABOUT AS BRIEFED - TROUGNT TO Bl RAST OF TARGET,

ENGLISH TIME PLACE ENEMY TIME, o, FLACE
COAST OUT W 8P #6 COAST IN 180 62748'7-04 241 (6)
ENEMY B PLACE ENGLISH TIWE PLACE
COAST OUT 1448 2 COAST IN 1828 52°38*8-01"4412 (0)
WEATHER ENROUTE 10/10ths UNDERCAST - 16,000 to 20,000 4.

(WOT OVER TAFOET)
BOMBING ALT. _£6,000 TRE 8 TEADING TEATIER  10/10%hs
BOMB LOADING 12 X 800 6P PRIMARY X SECONDARY X
LR X ELSEWHERE X (WrERE)
JETTISONED X (WIERE) B+B. 12 x 600
RESULTS: GOOD FAIR POOR NIL UNOZSERVED X

CREW OBSERVATIONS OF MILITARY IMPORTANCE (TIME, PLACE, ALT.)
A. HIL

B,

CASUALTIES OR MISSING (NAME, POSITION, INJURY, CAUSE) WIL

CREW COMMENTS (NAME OF MAN)

TIME 1716 INTERROGATOR LTe De Jo SUTHERLAND
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13+ FRIENDLY TIME MET PLACR ALT, OF T 7
ESCORT ___ 1326 STREIGHT ON THROUGH - HAD FPICTER ALL THE WAY w1
DID NOT KNOW WHEN ONE GROUP STARTED AND WHEN ANOTHER PIGKED IT UP,..
uP T UP.-
16-P38's
EFFECTIVE (?) _ YRS _, HOW MANY SEEN 8 to 10 all the way

14, FLAK SUITS WORN EXCEPT BY BT. = TT. = NAV. = PILOT.

NAME MEN HIT ON SUIT NIL

15, PERSONAL EQUIPMENT FAILURES: NAME SGT, JUMPER - TT GUNNER - BOOT GOT TOO HOT.

FLAK REPORT (¥IL)

A/ ¢ NO ACTUAL ALTITUDE POSITION

1, DAMAGE TO OUR A/C:

2. LOCATION TIME INT___MOD___ MEG___ OOLOR BWR
ACCURACY (HEIGHT)GOOD___ FAIR __ POOR___ :DEFLECTION: GOOD___ FAIR___ POOR
3, LOCATION TIME INT___MOD __ MEG __ GOLORBWR

ACCURACY (HEIGHT)GOOD FAIR POOR :DEFLECTION: GOOD FAIR  POOR

4. LOCATION TIVE INT __MOD _MEG _ COLOR BWR
ACCURACY (HEIGHT)GOOD __ FAIR __ POOR___ :DEFLECTION: GOOD __ FAIR _ POOR

5. LOCATION TIME INT _MOD _ MBEG  COLOR BWR
ACCURACY (HEIGHT)GOOD __FAIR _ POOR___ :DEFLECTION: GOOD___ FAIR __ POOR

6, CON TRAILS YEW

Te COMMENTS:

INITIAL DJS
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
STATION 128 -~ APO 634
U. 8, ARMY

22 December 19435.

SUBJECT: Comments of Crew Members Partiecipating in Osmabruck Mission
this date.

TO : Commanding Officer, 40lst Bombardment Group (W), AP0 634.

l. The following commonts by crew members participating in the
Osnabruck operation this date, as taken from the Intelligence Interro-
gation Forms, are submitted for your information.

s. A/C 1090. Lt. Nason stated level ship indicated over
140 MPH all the way. Lt. Stelszer said level ship "weaved"” over the
channel on the way home.

b. A/C 1087. Lt. Mendelson wants bombardier's seat replaced
in ship. 8Sgt. Gallace suggested a shot of whiskey upon landing. Lt. Fox
stated another wing turned into us while we were on the obmd run. Sgt.
apparently hit a P-38 close in.

¢. A/C 1077, Lt. Gurvin staved formation bad over target in
groups over and under ours.

d. A/C 7853. Lt. Dempsey suggests better localised assembly.
e. A/C 9881, Whole crew stated breakfast was poor.

f. A/C 1084, Lt. Dawes asked why they couldn't drop bombs
somewhere in Germany, also stated oxygen mikes worked well. S/Sgt.
1a Fountain needs a relief tube in BT.

ge A/C 1116, 8/Sgt. Kolaes asked why bolkbs couldn't be
dropped over enemy territery. Whole ¢rew would like tabs on flak suits
to bend oxygen hose.

anband 2 Jred wmv'f i
he A/C 3807, Lt. Locher M&*—Hﬂ lhlp,\too clese to ,,q¢
other wing.—Jfighs hewbCoausep difficulty at IP.

i. A/C 9820. Lt. Wilson stated almost eberytime we turn for
a bomb run from IP, all ships bunch up. Lt. Gattis said flak suits are
not being inspected. Some are missing smaps.

J. A/C 1072, Lt. Shotts said breskfast poor. Crew had oramps.
T/Sgt. Swofford, TTG stated armament loaded smmmition backwsrds. Sgt.
Smith stated whole armament situation poor,

-
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Sgt. Lipa stated oxygen hose is busted.

k. A/C 9847. Major Bveland stated formation poor, 2mnd element
lead Sq. stacked too deep and it straggled. Lt. Chapman stated formation
taken through another wing on course.

1. A/C 9904. Lt. Grinham said assembly very poor. Lead group
went too slow causing low 8g. %o § to keep up with them. Crew reported
2 p-38's dove through formation and were out in pursuit of RB/A.

m. A/C 1054. Whole orew complained of situstion over target.
Other formation flying through us. Capt. McCree reported A/C dropping
bombs before clearing group.

n. A/C 7843. Lt. Wong said group slow in forming.

o« A/C 9828. Capt's. Maupin and Garland stated formation poor.
Lead Sq. had trouble keeping formation, felt general condition of PFF's
poor. Suggested each 8q. Wavigator and Bombardier be sent to school to
learn PFF techaique. Crew stated PFF instruments be oalibrated and
checked more thoroughly before T/0. Sgt. McNab suggests better breakfast.
Capt. Oarland stated Lt. Fox forced out of formation by A/C 835 of tri-
sngle "J" group. BEndangered other elements in formation., Suggests Pilot
be reprimended from his headquarters.

p. A/C 7809, Whole crew suggests time for formation be om-
phasised and practiced.

¥. 3. FRY,
-3"3 AsCas
Group S-Z Officer.
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TO: C.G. 1ST BOMB DIV, AND S4TH COMBAT WING

FRON: C.O. 401‘? BOMB GP. (')

TELETYPE A

8-1. 401ST BOMB GROUP FLEW LEAD BOX POSITION IN 94TH COMBAT WING WHICH
WAS THIRD IN 1ST BOMB DIV. APPROXIMATELY SIX ME 109'S WERE SEEN,
ONE, PAINTED BLACK, MADE ONE PASS PROM THROUGN THE UNDERCAST.
FRIENDLY PIGHTER SUPPORT BY P-47'S AND P-38'S EXCELLENT. ABOUT
50 A/C PICKED FPORMATION UP TEN MINUTES IN FROM ENEMY COAST AND
CARRIED IT THROUGH TARGET AND BACK TO COAST ON WAY OUP. ONE FW 190
CLATMED SHOT DOWN BY P-38 AT 1305 HOURS AT 25000 FEET; ONE B/A
OBSERVED SHOT DOWN BY P-38 AT 1347 AT 25000 PEET (B/A SEEN TO EXPLODE);
ONE EfA SEEN SHOT DOWN BY P-47'S JUST BEFORE TARGET AT 25000 FEET
~ (E/A SEEN TO BURN AND BREAK UP),

S-2. MEAGER FLAK ENCOUNTERED NEAR TARGET AREA. FIRE DIRECTED AT OTHER
ELEMENTS .

8-4. ONE A/C LOST. A/C 7835 NIT BY BOMB RELEASED PROM PORMATION ABOVE IT.
NO. § ENGINE KNOCKED OUT AND LANDING GEAR DAMAGED, BOMBS SALVOED OVER
CHANNEL, SWIP CAME MOME. CREW BAILED OUT IN VICINITY OF HOME BASE
UNDER ORDERS-ALL SAPE, PLANE PUT IN APCE AND EEADED OOT TOVARDS BAST
COAST. REPORTED CRACKED NEAR BRAMPTON, CREW INTERROGATED.

.:"\)
\\- s-. - mo
\‘.I
N

3-5. mc
:Q s-6. WNIL.
) 8<T. 10/10 COVERAGE., NO VISUAL CONTACT WITH m - PORMATION PORCED
™ SOUTHEAST OF TARGET BY PORMATION COMING OUT OF MUNSTER, NO BOMBS
~ DROPPED.
N 8-8., PIGHTER COVER EXCELLENT. A/C FROM DIVERSIONARY RAID EVIDENTLY WERE

FLYING WRONG ALTITUDE. THEIR FORMATION SCATTERED, BOMB BAY DOORS
STILL OPEN. THEIR PLANES HEADED THROUGHE OUR FORMATION CAUSING SEVERAL
NEAR COLLISIONS; PIVE OF THEIR PLANES PFLEW THNROUGH OUR FORMATION.

$-9. 20 A/C AND 1 PFF TOOK OF AT 1050 HOURS AND CROSSED THE ENGLISH COAS?T
AT 1250 HOURS AT SPLASHER 5. CROSSED ENEMY COAST AT 1302 WOURS AT
5248-0424E, OVER TARGET AREA AT 1402 HOURS, MADE APPROACH DY MBADING
OF 50 DEGREES MAG BUT FORMATION DROPPED NO BOMBS. 7 A/C JETTISONED
84X500 G.P.'S, 13 A/C RETURNED WITH 156X500 G.P.'S. GROUP LANDED
AT 1855 HOURS, A/C 9846 RETURNED EARLY AT 11350 HOURS OVER BASSINGBOURNE,
NO. 1 AND NO, 3 SUPERCHARGERS WENT OUT. BROUGHNT BACK 12X500 G.P.'S.

d -
.‘L{_.v
e
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1. Route follewed; Imemy eocast in 1302 hours (5248-0424) "¢" Fix, Bnemy coast
out 1448 hours about es briefed, Over ruan IP and swumg north at point which
carried them east of target. Route generally south of briefed route.

2. Visibility at Target, (Any c.' sation trails?) Yess
10/10 undercast to 20000 feet,

34 No. of A/G over Target:
NONE

4, Formation over target, with height of each A/b. Those A/b damaged by Flak te
be cireled, and if seriously damaged, insert small "sS", If any A/C shot down
by Flek, sey se:~

HONE

4,8, What evasive action was taken?
NONE

5. General Axis of attmock, (Fron lund A/C if possible).
ROHE j

6. How louwg did formation fly strairht and level before bombing?
WONB

7, Turn after bombing, FONE

8+ Position of group in relation to other Groups:
Lead box of wing,

3. A short description of Mak on youte (if any), and at the Target, incluwding if
possible a suggontion 2S5 TO Type Of firve semewal amnlayad — deoe entinuous
following, predioted concentrations, predicted barrages, or fixed barrages,.

Meager, inaccurate, cbserved in target area. Pire was directed at
other elements,

+0. Any ether Comments, Phenomens, cte,

Nothing of interest te report,

I+
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22 December 1943

SUBJECT: 8S-4 Combat Mission Feport on Mission 22 December 1943,
TO t Commanding Offieer, lst Bombardment Division, APO 634.

" 1. The following Enginear fallures were orted
with the number of cases in m&un o i

mn l.a"(z); Radio & ot s Out (1)
smparature OI‘C
mno Failure (1); Hydraulic Systea Out (1)

2. The following Armament fallures were reported
with the number of cases in parenthesis:.

Chin Turret Hydraulie Charging Unite (3)

3. The following fallures other than Engineering and
Armament were reported with the number of cases in parenthesis:

Heated Boots Out (1)

CHARLES W. HUNT,
1st LS., Alr Corps,
Croup Engineering officer,
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HEADQUARTERS
STATION NO. 128
APO 634

£2 December 1943

SUBJECT: Mission Suammary Report.
TO ¢ Group Operations, Station 128.

1. Abortives.

8. Alrplane No. 42-39837 returned early for the
reason that aireraft could not ¢atch up with formation.

2. Battle Damage.
‘- None.

CHARLES W, HUNT,
1“ L‘o. MI‘ m‘.
Group Engineering Officer.
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4018T BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Armament Officer

A.P.O0. 634
£2 December 1943

SUBJECT: Armament Nearrative, Mission No. 7, 22 December 1943.

TO ¢ Commanding Officer, 40lst Bomb Group (H), APO 634,
U.8. Army.

1. The following Armament malfunctions were reported
a8t the conolusion of the mission of 22 December 1943.

« Three Chin Turret Hydraulic Charging Unite
falled at altitude.

SAM P. BROOMHALL, JR.,
2nd Lt., Alr Corps,
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