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XI. BATTLE HONORS. 1. As authorized by Executive Order No. 9396,(Sec. I,
Bull. 22, WD. 1943), supersedeing Executive Order No. 9075 (Seo III, Bull. 11, WD,
1942), citation of the following unit by the Commanding General, Eighth Air Foroe,
in General Orders, No. 356, 1l lay 1944, under the provisions of Sectiom IV,
Circular No. 333 War Department, 1943, in the name of the President of the United
States as public evidence of deserved honor and distinoction, is confirmed.

The citation reads as follows:

The lst Bombardment Division (H), is cited for extraordinary heroism, deter-
mination, and esprit de corps in action against the enemy on ll January 1944, Onm
this oocasion the 1lst Bombardment Division led the entire Eighth Air Force pene-
tration into central Germamy to attack vital aireraft factories, After assembly
was accomplished and the formation was proceeding toward Germany, adverse weather
conditions were encountered which prevented effective fighter cover from reashing
the lst Bombardmcrt “Y4vision. Taking full advantage of the relative vulnerability
of the lcad division, the enemy concentrated powerful forces against it. The scale
of the enemy attaok is graphically indicated by~the fact that 400 encounters with
enemy aircraft were recorded by units of the lst Bembardment Division. The gumners
met these continuous attacks with accurate fire, and the division continued toward
the targets as briefed where bombs were dropped with excellent results. Om the re-
turn trip the enemy gontinued to concentrate his efforts on the lst Bombardment
Division. Figures of ememy aircraft claimed by our gunners indicated that the hero-
ism of this division inflicted heavy losses on the enemy in the iir as well az on
the ground. Two hundred and ten enemy aireraft, the largest number ever claimed
by any division of the Eighth Air Force for any one mission, were conf'irmed as
destroyed, 43 probably destroyed and 84 damaged. The division lost 42 heavy bombers
and many of those which returned were heavily damaged. Four hundred and thirty
officers and enlisted men failed to return, 2 were killed, and 32 others wounded.
The extraordinary heroism and tensacious fighting spirit demonstrated by the 1lst
Bombardment Division in accomplishing its assigned task under exceptionally diffi-
oult conditions reflect hichest credit on this organization, the Army Air Forces,
and the armed forces of the United States.
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By order of the Secretary of War,

G. C. MARSHALL,
Chief of Staff.

OFFICIAL:
J. A, ULIO,
Major General,
The Adjutant General,
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S. P, GIVEN,

1st Lt., Air Corps,



815TH BOMBARDMTHT SQUADRON (H)
4015t Bombardment Group (H)
APO 557,US Army

CERTIFICATE
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11 Ooctober 1944,

I hereby certify that the following named Pnlisted Men were nem-
bers of the 615th Bombardment Sjuadron H) on 1} January 1944 and are
entitled to the attached citation:

T/Sgt. Lewis, Charles M. 11105284
?/3gt. Cockerham, Roy W 18143036
8/Sgt. Hamilton, James R. 36664584
S/Sgt. Housman, Herbert M , - 12156697
8/Sgt. Cummings, William T, 33346986

Request entry be made in Service Reoord of each of the Enlisted
Men concerned. :
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8. . GIVEN, - -\

1st Lt., Alr Corps,
Adjutant.



