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Dear Sam,
have been working on

finish it, 1 found ¥our call on my answering machine, and decided tao
another go. We were in West Yirginia ' Stel : Mothe to  the
when you calied. She has dizzy =spel rib

: 3
hardening of the arteries, “othing can be done he
who drives 25 mile way to church, and f
and for other drivers

Sorey @ could not make it far the interview. Im sure we ran 5
together at some futurs date. If wou come to Davton, vou can get Eill Koh1kh:
and 1 together,

i

Let me go down some of the areas wou wanted io couver, Some  of
foliowing material comes from letters ! wrote my Father. He saved them all.
You must consider 1 sal e Major enly in the line o duty,
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Enlisted were not a
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personne
pictures,

at Burtonwood, the 17th S5 moved to Bodney., 1 arriv
T

end of June, or the Beginni .
das north of the fisld and had no running water,

£ assig s 2=
outhouse toilets, and the electricity was hy generator, which was cut  of
BPM each night. To take a shower, vou had to walk & couple of miles to
southeast side of the field. The shower had no hot water, no tights, and
concrete floor had evidently newver hardened. You always found cement on
bottom of vour feet after 5 shower .,

The 17th S5 was to operate the hangar Since there were no planes on the
i

anes in the fanqar, the Commanding Otficer, =2
= element in +he Army Aic
Force, Hn!unfeﬁrpq our ~erw1'eh to dz ditches and othpr e |
Fortunately, about that time, the control
with transient aircraft which mtuht tand aon BD inev.

that group. whny 1 was  chosen 1977 newer
older than I. One was a former profecs|

graduate. The other was gz fine fellow 10 wvears
or Corporals, Tieve. I have lotsz of good

assigned that duty, but I have not inciuded
Major Preddy, who is the subject of thie.

I he

them

Bodney was not an airfield as I hﬂd imagined ane.
and only one hangar, which was out of view Ffrom the airfield., It was Just =
big field with a rcad arcund the perimeter. The middle of the field was the
hichest noint an the fiald. & plane could Tpad nf spr g 5F 1% Flald aned




¥au would never Know it at the other. You took off going wup the hill, and
tanded going up the hill.
Shortiy after the 352nd arrived, I was relieued of my  duytiss gzt the

control tower, and aszsigned to work with the 17th 88 in  the hangar. [ was
still

[

at the control tower on 9 September 1943 when a Canadian Stirling bomber
landed with 3 engines and a couple of gas tanks shot up. Came in after
midnight. Pitch black I'was taold to go out in the field and find out what
was happening. I took a flashlight and guided this monster toward the control
tower . A1l the while a German plane wae buzzing low overhezad. 0F course I
didn’t Know what plane was doing this, hbut rather suspected it was German.

It had followed the plane back hoping to shoot up the bomber base., The pitot
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to lead him to - field he knew io e empiy.]

M fdthHr had been in WWI. He was a wery strict man, and I was alwars
frightened of him. He managed e hotel in Greenwich, Connecticut, my
hometown., He seemed to ke  em that it fook me 10 manths to get

instezd rhi
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overseas, I do believe he wa ] i o fut, El
something to discuss with the many people who came io the hote during the
[ P h

area tao the

of  engines
alsa  hear

v
[

4 our barracks

out this, and was told by the Sergea the 17th 5B
shifte of crews working on the planes., [ was to find
rrory for I became the two shifts on the planes of Major
if vou count the number of timez ! had to stand guard

iabkr
never be able to return after the war and tell my Father I
& hangar handing up tools to a Sergeant. I went to the
the 17th 35 and asked +for a transfer. Surprisi ingly,
fuss, fou would  almost  think 1 was doing something
- 4 N T M i
asi i !
g ie in Fort
ed derly
= twpe
i rest oo should
o ing to
& + 3

m«;rh;“q; p~r,urmxﬁg close order drills, aor

perscn in the &rmy Air Force,
An old timer tol t toout of that joch w
toul up. Although & my nature, 1 did,
my cot & ® Tl was relieved of my :
rn the o wivich  Lime a3l the officers

. Une ewven pleaded with me tao
gave the orderly room was met,
ifal- detai?, in the Hit+er rﬁTd D% &

Came down to tell me I wou} be cour
get up, but I refused unless mv
They finally gave in, and I reparied to
Februzary morn in MNew Jersey, on my firs da
My persistence in requesting transfer from the l?th ;8 also paid c#f. I was
transferred to the 487th in January 1944,

First impressions about Preddy. How the men came ta appreciate him.

bihen I Jjoined the 487th, I was oricinally as igned as & roving assistant
crew chiet. | rememher ane  of thase dzve oarew T:vriY.. TE mpee Tergpary 20EE
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That day I was assigned to Captain Preddy’s plane. God it was frightening
I't was the first time I was ever left alone with responsibility for a plane.
%t scheol at Linreln Air Farce Base, we were taught from booba, e wore
the second class through that <school, and equipment, even screwdrivers, were
not wet availahle in the gariy part of th : wring the whole training,
We wWers on I in a plane once. That cam he end of the course when
We wer s ltined up, and allow x [
to Later, at Fort Dix, I would "gualify" on a ca
the air. Much i 0

intec 2 P-40 one b cne
rbine rifle
Ope siart and

Somehow or ancther, I got ins
d by hic hardstand awaiting ni

ved b

no one Knew me, or gave a damn. Lat
watched them land one hy one

ten s each time, hoping it was

I s1i17 waited by the Captain’s & I

field when <somecne passing by asked what 1 was duluy. I tzld him. It was
then I learned the Captain was down in ieh  Channel., I s=at there and
went through everything I had daone an before  th ht, trring tc

think if there was anrything I  had
daown .  Eventually 1 would find ocut mor

I am not guite certain just wh
Predds“= plane. 1 have & letfer writ
EERRt

done to caus
ﬁbnu+ th“t

|
te th

assignment. [In a letter dated 5 & now & Major.,
Tetter dated ¥ May I wrote that e ¥1r~ “P+Uhninq from a
v ity it turped cut to

diis o=z LU LhiE maliiei
not mii
apprgached

-

- A et S 3=
which I greetﬁd tt Major before a mizs
encugh. They wanted me 1 1 Mad
plane for & mission, or otherwi
The Major never demanded this aof his crew. H
espected him. He was

R

cerfainly Knew we all

- &
very easy toe get along with, I never heard an unkind
i 3 F

word from him, never heard him complain about any aspect of  the care of his
plane. Personally, because of my deep respect for the man, I spent many hours
ssure myzels that if anrthing hap

bevond the call of duty to
Major, it would not be be

ened  to the
o. I was
L

2 i
use of something I did, or 4
ted his crew to drop our worl and =zalu

sure the Major never exp g every 1ime
he approached his plane.

The pressure mounted so that one morning, to comply wiih the "wishes" of
the Sergeants, when the Major was walking toward the plane for a mission, I
approached him, stopped, and =zaluted. The Major was dumbstruck. He was
obviously not prepared for this, He tried his hbest to be military, to return
the salute, UWhat happened, however, was +nat he dropped His helmet and his
maps in the qttempr I helped the Major pick up the mess. I then assisted
nim into the plans, s=irapped him o, and frirm (>t one word passed

betwe en

4 2
garding this disaster, but that was time we  ever
t
u”Ed and respected the Major. The men mar noi have loved LCOL
Mewer, but they certainly FESpELttd hem. J. C. hollered at everyone and
everything. He was the boss, and everyone Knew it The HMajor just Kept
shooting down planes, and Tet that s
One afiernoon I looked out on the 4 were  Captain Hamilton
ks one foot rul

1
and Major Freddy messuring the field, wit er, fraom the crest of
the hitl =t the tan nf the Janding Fisld, back fowzrd wthane thew Vonded lats
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that afternceon. Evidently J. C. felt they landed tco clese to the top of the
kill. J. C. did not play favorites.

In defense of J. L., I bave to say the worst thing about the Mustang was
its brakes. They were called multiple disc brakes, but were nothing like the
disc brakes on our cars today. If vou rcdﬁlthem too hard, as wyou would 4 you
lTanded too close  to the top of the hill and the momentum started vou down the
other side, the brakes got <so hot the 13 individual discs welded themseluves
together. I had to attend to many such brake probl

One night the Sergeants called a meeting of t ted men. J. C. had
ne on leave back to the States, and Major Preddy was designated as the
acting Cummandlng Officer, The Sergeants were = ding on a podium warning us
that we had better not do anyihing which would flection on the Major
while he was acting CO. If we did, sven

i
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vdon when it occurred,

=an if 4 in Lan
it would go hard on us. I felt seo cut of place that night. I would neot do
anything that would hurt the Major in any way, threats or not. But it did
show with what respect the Qergeants held the Major.
#And there = no gquestion but  that Major Preddy was the snlisted mens

favarite,
Conversion to P-517s,
were huge gas-eating man Wars ey were ifough. They
back deespite al : 1

respecied %hem, retied on them. lhen the F-51 came, tiny hy

with a water cooled engine, many were leary of them. One

v the co £ %or 1r.tdnce, would cause the engine io

. flak ing the 18 cylinder ZE00 cubic inch

the "ix_l\_.yd h T} 7

& P= resembled the 0%, When the P-5ls were new to the
and p te their receipt by the 332nd, I noticed in the Star

PR - i - ol B L.L [T s O = 1 5 1 ] " 41 3 iz e & oo
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el =D ¥ tnereatter a F-51 appeared over Booney +i xng arouna
i e pilots of the 35Znd fo view the new plane from all

air,
the =ams thing happene

Tanding so they could see it up close. 1 am sure that
that day at all other F-47 bases in England. I rather
ct that an unsuspecting flight of 4 P-51“s had been shot down by P-47"s,
But most of the pilots were liKe Major Freddw. They ac
ould & new car, evidently without much thought of

i &

:

t ! C
gngine, the coolant lines, etc. The greater speed and th greater range wsre
all they needed to accept this plane., [The P-51 consumed less than half the
gas required by the P-47.1

The P-51 reguired much more work of the Crew Chief and assistant.  On
the radial engine used by the F-47, spark plug changes were ¥ infreguent,
On the F-51, after we changed to 125 octane gasoline, the Chiet andsar
his assistant were required to change the 24 spar¥ plugs aft every flight.
This was net the easiest thing to do, since the change = done while the
engine was hot, and the unewven footing prcv'jej by the metal matting on which
+he scaffold rested, often resulted in your getting burns on vour hand or arms
when you rocked back and forth while changing the 12 plugs on the inner bank

o 'Lhﬁ' engine.,
The P-47 never gave you a problem with its brakes. The P-51 had multipl
disgk brakes which gave 211 the crews problems. The mutliple dicsk brak;n

o

syetem had 13 disks, & or 7 attached to the wheel, and the remainder to 3
spline in the axle wupon which the whesl rotated. When the brake pedal was
pressed, hrdraulic fluid was forced into a rubber ring which compressed the
disks against one ancther. The disks desds attached to the wheel were of one
metal, the one attached to the axle of ancther.

As I said pertou»?v these disks %Pnd d to weld together after i1 w;
5 g ;
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noticed until the next morning, when the pilot was attempting to leave the
hardstand to join the others for takeoff. Then it became dangerous, a5 the
crew tried to free the wheele, while the pilct wasz urging them on, aad  ihe
propeller was turning directly hehind their bhacks, I have =zesn them,
unknowingly, come within inches of running into the props, as they pulled on
the rope attached to the wheel chucks, trying to free them after the brakes
broke loose.

Preparation for D-Day. Cripes A’Mighty 3Zrd.

A dar or two before D-Day, we were ordered to paint alternate black and
white strips around the wings and body of our planes. We ascumed something
big was up, and it was,

Mearly every enlisted man who did net actually work on the planes was put
on guard duty while the painting was going on, and left on duty until after
D-Day. Officers took these men, who usually worked in the orderly room ar
supply hut, etc., and placed them whersver they felt appropriate to Keep
on  the field from leaving, and those off the field from gaining =ntranc
the field., This aspect of D-Day planning, the painting of the planes, was tﬁ
be Kept secret. It must be pointed out iha

t :Et of the civilian construction
workers on the field during the day were “rom Ireland, a country which had not
Joined us in declaring war on Germany. Civilizns on Bodney on 5 June 1944 wers
not allowed to go home, and they weren”t zllowed to tell their families why

if they knew.

Unfortunately, the guard assignments were done in such a hurry, the exact
placement of the men was not Known with exactness. This was to become a
problem later that day, and in succeeding dars.

The briefing took place in  the wee hours of D-Day. Following the
briefing, the piiots came fo ¢ 4 d i and taxied to the

southwest corner of the complete darkness.

Ta the best of my Enowledge, 35 2d : in night flights
tn:'l:"!re. The rzigh+ InER- pitrh 1 Fack xnd no Yichts wep i1 makinn tTaken++

From where we stoo

z d, by the 487% o the northeast sectiaon of the
airfield, we could not see anvthing, hear the roar of the engines to
the west., Then we heard a deeper ro : g planes rolled across the field
to gather speed for  takeoff. The ar sveryone had long awaited had finzally

e beginni the end for  Germany, and the

arrived, We could sense th
beginning of ocur return to the Dtdte:, to home.

Then all hell broke locse. The sky 1it up like Broadwar and 42nd Street
in New York, which was 28 miles from my home in Greenwich, Connecticut. The

crack of gunfire had us further disorganized. Poor LT Rokert C. Frascotti of

the 48&8th, we were later to learn, had crashed into the nearly completed new

controel tower. The flames from that crash made takeoff sasier for the rest of
the 332nd, but at a terrible price.

That day the pilots were to stay in the air as long as they had fuel.

Some stayed wup for almost 10 hours, I seem tc remember. Then many of the

ven to fresh pilots to do the same. Some of these pilots had

planes were giv
never flown a

H

The crews cont
nlanec tho
nlanes, the

and had been in the tes a2 few dayvse before,

inued their usual work of preparing for the return of their
roparaticn of new wing lankKs, cathering the new 24 spark nlugs,
and so torth. The normality of 1ife continued and we went to chow in shifts,
I was with the late cshift that dar.

When I returned from chow, ! noticed ambulances in the 487th are
watched them go past on the perimeter rozd heading to the hospital. Howe
trangely enough, they only get a hundred vards or =o before they sto
again Then the men inside came bouncing cut of the ambulances, assu
unt ]ﬂtferlna poses,

It turned out many of them had food poisoning, & very powerful twpe that
caused you to void at both ends. I was #t2lWing wi*h  zur mrspelles man, he
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biggest man in the 487th, when 211 of 2 sudden he fell at my feet. Later, I

was to feel the <same weakness he had developed. 1 was working on Cripes

A Mights 3rd at the time. I ralled out tn no one in particular, that if
anyone wanted me to do something, they had better speak up s

came down  with  the = and Mnund

e hbuckets

}
The hospital became so crowded, a
ant HUbleCt but wery disturbing

no roon for, Mot
xbv céuxéians frapped an

2t
2

e

o

0

MY

X
i
T

]
a“

at was usually hbetws

1P fhe pr~n|nn. )
When we got to the hdrd—-«nd We oy
coming from the
Joined together
engine to  the
When we worked
still hot., @&t ool
contracted and
landing, and the

this problem.

Td often find 2 stream
the z1 um num
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We did not have in the army &ir

Force. We had ethvlerns , nopefuily i lhe

oreect proporTiong, s we added the
anti-freeze,

Almost invariably I was ascigned the task of preflighting the plane, that
el

i of putting the engine through its paces. This was wvery worrisome to me.
It was wsually dark during the morning preflight. With the cockpit Vights on,
so I could watch 211 the instruments, I fs21t totally alone. I could see no

one, nothing cutside.
While wou warmed the engine up, rou performed octher

from cone gass tank to ancther, to assure that any air
the cy=tem. ldhern  the engine had Ffinally warmed
pressure on the brakes, and then pushed the throt
within 200 RPM s of takecfd RPM, T beliesue it
. ]

=
tle forward until vou wers

\l

of  the plane had raised up, and the propeller was coming closer % the
ground You prared that all i well out there in the darkness, that the plane
wasn’t creeping forward about to crash into something, that Lew Lunn wasn’t
tryving to tell wou of x problem deweloping, stc. You oare completely cut off
frcn the outside world, and the noise of the engine further isolated vou.

You  then checked the two magrnetos, cone at a2 time. You checked to make
sure the drop in RPM7=z =5t more Lhan 75, Thal done, then, and only then,
could you relax, cut oft  the engire thrust forward the throttle to clear cut
the gas from the engine, and call it a3 morning. Then 1 =signed the bocok

assuring the Major that the prefl gb had been completed, and the plane was

ready for the mission. Then we waited for the gas truck to ftop off CRIFES

A MIGHTY . 0011 had been added after the previous mission.
When the Major came out for =8

mission, we would greet him, help him in
the plane, answer any of his questions, plug in  the line From  the bdtte“
cart, wait for him to start the engine, pull out  the wheel chocks, lead him
out trom the hardstand, ard nmznae him  ofd We thon waited by the field Du\l:




he had taken off, to make <ure nothing untoward has happened since he left

gord preparing for his return, hours later. e break open

s and prepare  the beily tanke for installation in the

= he ifook off with., He usually only did that +f he

tian. e get  the 24 spark plugs for wuse after the

3 i ke shifis going to lunch, =o one will be there in the
euent +hﬁ H~JG g early. [Thank+fully, that never happened.]

I had dsv o) . hole  in the middle  of  the huge pile of belly ftank
baxes, in whic; ! uld hide and sleep, until the Major returned. The Major
caught on to t developed 2 habit of buzzing the belly tank boxes, to
wake me up for urn., The boxes were right next to our narjztand.

When the retuyrned, we led him te his hardstand, and placed ihe
wheel chocks aCE . Then we assumed a position on either side of the
engine, and Major cut off one magneto then the other, listening for
any unusual =so smoke from the engine. Then we called for the Malor to
cut off the encins,

We Jump up on the wing and tal¥ fto the Maior to see what happened, and if
he had any probiems with the plane.

¥ mo problems with  the plane were encountered, we check the plane for
damagse, then =irip off the cowling preparatory to changing the spark plugs.

the 24 =zpz-¥ plugs have been replaced, the "old" ones thrown in the woods

, and the nsw wing tanks have been installed, a maddening process if ane
n I through an engine preflight similar to the one 1 performed

the cowling back on, and tie canvas covers over the engins
th

e WIHQE. Job is very difficult in the Winter; when the canvas is
i= up. We thenm wait cur turn with the gas truck, and
and %f?? cil tank, if necessary.

The armores, Lew Kobanecl, romes  hw after 2 migeion to check i fthe cuns
“ave Tired. 11 9o, he relesds, 14 not, he 1=z throdgh for the day. L1 had no
ides the armorer Zid nothing except on dars of bombing with our planes; or
when the plane fired,. I thought everyone worked as hard as I did. Had I
Krnown  this, I would have raised hell to have him assist me at least In

mounting the wing tanks for the next day when I was alone.]

c a ; 1 wh 1

I°11 guote from my tetier of 2% October 1%44. 1 completely forgot  the
details until I reresad that letier.

"The ﬂa;cr tried to tz¥e his crew with him to his new squadron, but our
Coleone! wouldn”® permit it. According to the Major, the Colopel said that the
other aqudPUH :Qn}dn’i replace us with & crew as good.  Damn oswell of the

idence in us that war,
imprint on omy mind and 1711 alwars considsr mrsel’
vim oand to be able to call him my frieng.”

reviously, 1 do not belisve 1 had any Knowledge of  the
ore the mission. That just wasn’t the i i 3
~apped him in for & missicn. I might ﬁufxve him
Tight to get a whiff of oxygen, but that happened often
id it cleared their heads after & bad night.

wrote Dad on 7 August 1944, "I‘we told vou 2 bit about my
articie descrifing his latest aduenture.
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They’ve taken any number of newsreel pictures of himself and the plane.
I+ wou see them, vou are bound tc see me as 1 am in every one. The crew chief
was otf that day, so I was aione on the ship when he came in with news of his
SiX successec,

Since his plane has
a lot of the time. But

He's {flown my plane f
joined him he had three to his credit, s

Christmas Day 1945

Most of the crew chiefs were at ¥-2%9. The assistants would follow in
January. 1 forget the exact date T Jleft, but I do remember it was in a
Blizzard, We flew over in C477=, with only the crew of the plane having
parachutes We did not go teo ¥-2% but landed in Chiewrez, Deep snow, slept in
an u

better.

an unheated church. Cold as hell,

At Bodner, someone bought a Keg of beer and had it delivered to the 487th
enlizted area cn Christmas morning. Don’t Know why. Ferhaps come officer
felt it mnu]d elp our pick up our spirits, The weather was overcast, and the
damp went thr gh ¥ou,

I wandered up to have a drink of beer, but riward  to
it. I usually drank my eer at night. In any = see what
was going on. The Keg of beer was standing on top of with the spigot
in place., Anyone could turn the handle and have zs much az one wanted,

Actually, few were taking advantage of the fr that did
wWere just st about talking about nofhtng inopal : inl¥ not
the {:f+ it Christmas., For many, including mys: T owas third

EUTERS +rom hcme .
Some one, I don’t remember who, came over to

Major FPreddy had gone uﬁwn and  was  precumed des
group.  This could not pﬁn, should not h«pper

Pde §mrm Dy—.n,—l—!\,- dL o~ L ~
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Mo ane spole,  One by one  we got up and § ¢ Keg ¢
beer, to find some place where they could compose elues, and try to
understand what had happened., More specifically, te try to understand why it
had happened to their hero. For all I Know, that Keg of beer mar still be
IBETB 0 s o o

Sam; I‘'m just getting tired. I°m stopping now to see if this is the tvpe
thing you want. I'm sure you want more of the Major, and less of me.

Please advice. I'm sending a copy of this to Joes Noah. He might find it
intEPestlng.

7

Regards

Ned

Joseph J. Mc Yavy

2112 Evancston Road
Springfield, V& 22150




