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Subject: Commendation.
TO : Cormmanding General, lst Bombardme:* T*vision (H), 4.P.0. 557.

l. On 24 April 19Ll. the Llst Combat wing, under your command, executed a hig
ly successful attack on i ~ortant enemy airfields at Oberpfaffenhofen and Landsberg
in southezstern Germany. The Llst {ing was formed for this operation into two sepa-
rate combet wings, the Llst "A" Combat iing, comprised of two groups from the 379th
Bomb Group and one from the 303rd Bomb Group: and the Llst "B" Combat ifing, compris-
ed of the 38Lth,306th and a composite of the 38Lth~303rd Bor» Groups. On this opera-
tion, despite heavy losses, the Llst Combat Wing, under the cir leadership of Briga-
dier General ROBEET F. TRAVIS, distinguished itself by penetratirc through unusually
severe resistance .rom enemy flghters and antl—alrcraft fire - v Hombing its objec#®
tives with excellent results. ’

2> In particular it 1s desired that Colonel DALE O. SMITH and the officers and
men of the Llst "B" Combat Ying (384th, 306th and 3fLth-303rd Bomb Group), who bore
the brunt of the enemy attacks, receive special commendation for the exemplary manner
in which their mission was accomplished. With its escort of P-51's outnumbered and
drawn off in combat, this formation was left, for more than an hour, without fighter
protection. Before and during this period, in addition to intense fire from ground
defenses, the crews of the Llst "B" Combat Wing were exposed to repeated savage
- assaults from more the fifty }ME109's and Fwl90's, at one time remaining under un-—
remitting attack for approximately forty minutese. Undiscouraged by these difficul-
ties &and despite the loss of sixteen of its airnlanes, the lLilst "=" Combat Jing con-
tinued steadily on to the target at Oberpfaffenhofen, dropping its boubs with cccu-
racy and inflicting severe damage on the enemy. Two instancecs serve to typify the
spirit in which the crews of the Llst #3" Combat ¥ing curried out their assignment.
it badly by one of the first enemy fithters encountered, Captain JOEN J. STOLZ,
leader of the 306th (low) Group, with creat coura;e and determination succeeded for
threce hours in holding his dameged plane in formation before a second enemy fighter
attack knocked him out of nosition. The zirplane of Captein ROBERT E. LANGLOIS,
leading the 3084th (high) Group, was seriousl st~ ick by enemy fighters before the
ter et wes reached. Wwith high skill and hcrolzi, Captain LAVGLOIS continued to fly
his disabled ship with the formation until his bombs hid been released on the target,
after which his olane was = _.en to go downe

3. It is desired that this commendation be published to &1l personnel in
your command.

/s/ J. H. DOCI™ 'R
Lieutenant Gerercli, U.S. Army
Commanding.
201-22 x 300.6 1st Ind.
HEADQUar TERS 1ST BOY™BARDMENT DIVISION, APO 557, 2 May, 19LL.

T0: All Combat Bombardment «ing and Group Commanders, 1st Bombardment
Division, AFO 557.

The fighting qualities demonstrated by these units plus their ability to put
the boubs on the target, are vital factors in completing out job over hecr and ere
typical of the combat spirit of this Divisions

/s/ Robert B. Jfillicms

/t/ ROBERT B. {ILLIAIS

Brigadier General, U.S. Army
Commanding.
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